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Bucking the

War Censors

'whl.lﬂ the main theater of events is still in Europe, the War
Deal is guietly tightening up its military and naval establish-

- ments in the Paclfic, which is destined to become the mn!n|

. sphere of American wariime interesis, The main body of the
fleet 1g and has been in the Pacifie for some time. Quietly and
without any fanfare, the air arm is being extended across the
broad sireteh of ocean that leads to the markets of China, A
tiny dispatch in the papers reveals that 14 navy patrol bombers
flew from San Diego to Honelulu to replace an egual number of
war planes sent to Manila, in the Philippines, “for neutrality
patrol doty.™

Just what “‘meutrality patrol duty™ iz there for Americans
in waters 6,000 milez away?
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The other day a Nazl submarine stopped and searched an
American vessel in Evropean waters, The newspapers made hay
with the incident, smearing i in the now wearily familiar big
bleck headlines. But when Lhe British actually selzed a cargo of
alleged contraband from an American freighter, the incldent
was treated as an anfortunate matter of course. What business

=~ fid an Amerlcan freighter have anywiy in trying to take a load
of phosphate to Germany? This is the issue upon which Wash-
ington and London almost came to blows in the first years of
the last war. Bul Edsosevell is pursulhg an poliey of non-neotiral-
ity at the war's outset far more openly than Wilson ever dared
i to prefess until just before American eniry,
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Every once in a while some strutting little brass-buttons
lets the cat stick his head out of the bag. Gen. Hugh Johnson
g of course the champlon at that but one Maj. John C, Burhs,
an officer of the War Department attached to the department
preparing for industrial mobllization, doesn't do so badly either.
Speaking of the mobilization plans, he told an Assoclated Press
reporter that they “‘would require a minimum of regimentation—
or Pascism if you want to call it that.”

That iz why the masses in
their struggle against Roose-
velt’s war program, in thelr op-
position to the Ufting of the
arms embargo, cannot rely on
the lsolationists in Congress.
They must organize their own
independent forces to fight the
pro-war schemes of the Admin-
fstration, and to contloue that
glruggle untll they succeed in
destroying the war-bresding
system of capitalism.

(5ee Edilorial—Page )

ROOSEVELT MOVES
FOR WAR UNDER
NEUTRALITY COVER

iContinued from FPage 1)

loyal supporters of the system
of capitalist-imperialism from
which America’s involvement
in the war flows. That is why
they support Roosevelt's arma-
ment program, of course in the
name of “'national defense.™
That is why, for example, Bor-
ph in biz latest sperech has not
a ward of criticism against
Roosevell's pledge to go to wur|
in the event of an attack c-nl

ATTENTION! NEW
YORK READERS

The APPEAL now appears

Canada. on New York City news-
_ Bo that if Roosevell succeeds | giands on Tuesday, Thurs-
in his plans to drag the US. In- ') gay and Saturday. If you
to the war, the izolationist i::u‘n-i want the APPEAL placed on
gressmen and Senators will'l pny  pewsstand notify  the
support all measures o prose- | guginess Manager of the

cute the war “for a rapld vic- | APPEAL by mail,

STRIKE IN
THIRD MONTH

Ineffectual Conduct
Of Strike Weakens
Morale of Men

By TONY CHAPMAN

NEW YORK, Sept. 13—Begin-
ning its third month, the build-
Ing trades strike against the
sbrogation of prevalling wages
an WEA is still officlally in
foree in this clty.

Although the Bullding and
Construction Trades Council of
Greater New York has not yet
shown signs of calling off its
gtill widespread stoppage, the
ineffectual manner in which it
has eonducted the strike has al-
ready begun to shake the mor-
ale of growing numbers of
sirikers,

Union picketing at North
Beach Airport, chief project is
scatltered and sporadic.

Depended on BEoosevelt

That the satrike is beginning
to peter out can be ascribed to
the wunion leadership’s maln
stratégy of relying on Presldent
Roosevelt to act in behall of the
skilled workers.

The heavy extent to which
the union placed its trust and
falth in the good offices of Pres-
ident Roosevelt is indicated by
thiz Inside story:

President's Empty Promise

Prior to hizs crulse in Canad-
far waters aboard the U.B.B.
Tuscalooza, the President dock-
ed In Wew York for o brief,
overnight stay. On August 12, a
comimiiiee composed of Repre-
sentative James H. Fay, Mayor
LaGuardia and George Meany,
President of the State Feders-
tion of Labor, went aboard ship
for a conference, After outlin-
ing the union proposal for a
quick ruling under section 15B
of the Wobdrum Relief Act fav-
oring the restoration of the pre-
valling wage on projects begun
before July 1, the committee re-
ceived the personal assurance
of the President that Attorney
General Murphy  would act
“within the next few days.''

Depending on the president's
promise, the uwnions ceased to
push the strike,

Fully one month has passed
without a word from either

SOCIALIST APPEAL

o
Hint of Days to Come

spite the Fact That

Prices Rising Everywhere in America De-

Warehouses Are Full

By B. J.
i An ominious hint of days to
in the past few weeks by the
swept the country.

sugar,'” was the grocer's reply
to & housewife's demand for al
pound, And if she did suecceed )
in gettlng & pound, the price
was Incressed plenty. i

Same Everywhere !

One big industrial center was|
“out of sugar' for two doays.
In another city we wvisited, the|
restaurants only a few days ago
served wou two lumps of sugar.
MNone was avallable at the ta-
hles,

It seemed fantastic to have
housewlves tell us that they
couldn't buy flour at some of
the hig stores!

Thizs same thing happened ev-
crywhere in America. All food
prices rose, And they still are
going up, despite the fine talk
of threats against the orofi-
Bars.

Warchouses Full

Yet there isn't any shoringe

of sugar, or flour or other food.

that date, the President has not
heen awvailable for comment.
Far from issulng a raling in
support of the prevalllng wage,
Attorpey General Murphy has
been busy prosecuting the Min-
neapolis WPA strikers.

Having had one month to ap-
praize the personal word of the
President himself, the feeling
in unlon circles, as expressed to
this writer, is that “Roosevelt
was nobt sincere when he gave
1z his personal assurance.'”

“Natlonal Unity" Line
But that realization does nob
mean that the union leaders
will press the fight for the pre-
vaillng wage at the special ses-
slon of Congress. President
Roosevelt's demand that Con-
gress gcoupy itselfl with nothing
but his pro-war proposals is be-
ing acceded to by the AFL offi-
cials in the name of ‘‘national
unity.” Here i an early exam-
ple of the way in which they
will sacrifice labor's needs and
demands to the demands of the

m[.!r_u

Murphy or the President.. Since

war machlineg,

WIDICK
coma in America was furnished
food profiteering racket which

In many cities sugar could not be purchased or else it was
avallable in such small quantities that they were negligible.
“I'm sorry but we're out nf€—

The warehouses are full. The
government is =stlll paying far-
mers millong of doliars to des-
troy crops or to fail to produce
therm.

The rise in prices was a delib-
erate, cheap, chiseling move
sponsored malnly by large com-
panies to take advantage of the
wave of worry that followed the
declaration of war in Europe.

Scandals surrounding the rise
in food prices were so smelly
that wide-spread protests quick-
1y arose., And Mr., Frank Mur-
phy, attorney general of the U.-
E.A. took a few mimites time
out from trying to frame the
Minneapolis workers to Issue a
blast against food profiteering.

Of course, he's too busy try-
ing to break the spirit of the
Minneapolls workers to go after
the war profitesrs.

The labor movement respond-
ed immediately to the new pres-
sure against its already poor
living standards. The TTnited
Textile Workers, the Akron C.-
1.0, council, and numerous oth-
ar labor bodies are demanding
a federal investigation of food
prices,

Living Standards Lowered

In the brief space of two
yweeks the Uving standards of
the Ameriecan people were Pe-
duced betwesn 10 to 20 per cent
because of the rize in prices.

The WFA workers took anoth-
er cut because the groceries
bills are getiing higher for the
same amount of food they must
purchase . . . and it was tough
going before,

The soueeze play is on. War
preparations mean the contine
wed subjugation of the union
movement., Mo strikes for high-
er wages, if the bosses have
their way. And at the same
time, the rising prices eut down
the amount the workers can
by,

The first act in the tragedy of
ywar has begun. The food proflt-
cering was a sort of “dress re-
hearsal.""
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RANKS DEFEND
UNION FROM
THUG ASSAULT

- Gangsters Threaten
A.F.L. Furniture Un-

ton Organizer

NEW YORHE—Determined to
protect his union from gangster
raids and physical destruction
by a cligue of ruthless Stallnists
in control of & rivel CIO union,
Joe Hitain, organizer of Bed-
ding and Matiress Local 350 of
the AFL, lives under a constant
threat of vielenee.

During the past three weeks,
the Stalinizt leaders of the rlval
CIO union hawve conducted a vi-
cious campaign of physical in-
timidation against members of
the AFL local.

Workers have been seized
after work and severely beaten
and knifed.

Charges Assault Plot

Despite the fact that Sol Ki-
tain, the C.P. Commizsar, is a
brother of Joe Kitain, organizer
of the AFL local, the former. is
known to have offered a reward
for his brother's hide, accord-
ing to a sworn statement by Sol
J. Strlano, & member of AFL
Local 350,

Striang testifies that on Aug-
ust 30, at about 4 P.M., he wos
called out of his shop at 297
Powell Street in Brooklyn by
Sol Kitaln, who said:

“Tonight I want you to bring!
my brother to unlon headgquar-
ters. We want to knock the . . .
out of him. I'l give you two
hundred dollars."

Striano replied, I don't use
that kind of money."

Members Fear Reprisals

Members of the CIO union,
who are appalled at the gangs-
ter tactics of Alex Sirota and
Sol EKitain, are unable to ex-
press themselves for fear of re-
prisals by the Stalinmist cligue.

Meanwhile, members of the
AFL Local who have been as-
saulted and knifed are prepar-
ing legnl actlon againast certain
of the Stalinist gangsters who
have been taken into custody by
the police.

Despite the physical assaults,
Local 350 has closed ranks to
protect the unlon and fight off
further raids against itz mem-
bership.

{Contlnued from Llast issue] ois
My statement to the effect
that workers and peasants of
. Wegtern Ukralne (Poland) do
not want to join the Soviet Un-
iom, as it is now constituted, and
that this fact iz an additional
argument in favor of an inde-
pendent Ukraine 1z parried by
our zdge with the assertion that
even if they desired, they could
not join the Soviet Union be-
cange they could do =0 only
“after the proletarian revolu-
tion in Western Ukraine'' (ob-
viously, Poland). In other
words: Today the separation of
the Ukraine is impossible, and
after the revolution triumphs, it

and even working-class
masses of Western Ukraine are
falling victims to reactionary

pendent Ukraine advanced i.ul
time by the proletarign van-
guard will lead to.the unavoid-
able stratification of the petty
bourgeoisie and render it easler
for its lower tlers to ally them-
selves with the proletariat. On-
1y thus Is it possible to prepare
the proletarian revolution.
How Clear the Hoad
“Tf the workers carry through

‘that is the task, This is the im-
demagogy. Similar processes port, by the way, of our entire
are undoubtedly alse taking|program of transitionsl
place in the Soviet Ukralne, on-| mands
I¥ it iz more difficult to lay|Capitalizm and the Tasks of the
themn bare. The slogan of inde-| Fourth

By Leon

ous reaction, To find the bridge
fromm reaction to revolution—

de-
(The Death Agony of

Internationaly, Small
wonder that the sectarians of
all shadings fail to understand
its meaning. They operate by
means of abstractions—an ab-
giraction of imperialism and an
abstraction of the socialist rev-
olution. The guestion of the
transition from real imperial-
ism. to real revolution; the ques-
tion of how to mobilize the
masses in the given historical

would be reactionary. An old
and familiar refrain! Luxeéem-
burg, Bukharin, Platakov and
many others used this wvery
same argument against the pro-;
gram of national self-determin-|
ation: Under capitalism it is
utopian; under socialism, reac-
tlonary, The argument is false
to the core because it ignores
the epoch of the soclal revolu-
tion and its tasks, To be sure,
under the domination of imper-
ialism a genuine stable and reli-
able independence of the small
and intermediate pations is im-
possible. It is equally true that
under fully developed soclalism,
that iz to say, with the progres-
gsive withering away of the
state, the guestion of nationsl
bhoundaries will fall away. Bul
between these two moments—
the present day and complete
soclalism~—~intervene those dec-
ades In the course of which we
are preparing to reallze our pro-
gram. The slogan of independ-
‘ent Boviet Ukraine is of para-
mount importance for mobiliz-
ing the masses and for educat-
ing them in the transitional per-
fod.

What the Sectarian Ignores

The sectarian simply ignores
ithe fact that the national strug-
gle, one of the most labyrin-
thine and complex but at the
same time extremely important
forms of the class struggle,
cannot be suspended by bare
references to the future world
revolution. With their eyes turn-
ed away from the UBSR, and

@ successfol revalution in West-
ern Ukraine, . . " persists our
author, ‘‘should our strategy
then be to demand that the Sov-
iet Dkraine separate and join
its western section? Just the op-
posite.'” This assertion plumbs
to the bottom the depth of “our
strategy.” Again we hear the
same melody; "If the workers
carry through. . . ."" The sec-
tarian iz satisfied with logical
deduction from =2 victorious
revolution supposedly already
achieved. Bub for a revolution-
ist the nub of the gquestlon lies
preclizely in how to clear a road
to the revolution, how to render
an approach to revolution eas-
fer for the masses, how to draw
the revolution closer, how o as-
sure its triumph, “If the work-
ers carry through. . . " & vie-
torious revolution, everything
will of course be fine. Bub just
now there iz no victorious revo-
lution, instead there iz victori-

JUDAS GOAT

“1 think that now iz the

to back Franklin Roosevelt
in hiz efforts for peace ab
home and abroad. And I
think we should . . . say for
what he has done and for
what he proposes to do:
‘Thank you very much, BMr,
Roosevelt." "

—Heywood Broun, presi-
dent of the American MNews-
paper Guild, in his daily col-

umna, “It Seems to Me.'
failing to receive support and | (N, ¥, World-Telegram,
leadership from the Internation- | zept. 4, 1039)

al proletariat, the petty-bourge-
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time for all good Americans ||

gituation for the conguest of
power remaing for these sterile
wiseacres a book sealed with
seven seals.
Superficial Reasoning

Piling one dire accusation in-
dizeriminately on top of anoth-
er, our éritle declares that the
slogan of Independent TUkraine
serves the interests of the im-
perialists 1) and the Stalinists
(1 because it “‘completely ne-
gates the position of the defense
of the Soviet Union,' It is im-
possible to understand just why
the “interessts of the Stalinists™
gre dragged in. Buft let us con-
fine purselves to the question of
the defense of the UBSR. This
defense could be menaced by
an independent Ukraine only if
the latter were hostile not only
to the bureaucracy but also to
the USSHE. Howewver, given such
g premise (obviously false) how
can o soclallst demand that a
hostlle TUkraine be retalned
within the framework of the
TSSRT Or does the question in.
volve only the period of the na-
fional revolution? Yet our erl-
tic mpparently recognizes the
inevitability of a political revo-
Intion againgt the Bonapartist
buregucracy, Meanwhile thig
revolution, like every revolu-
tion, will undoubtedly present a
certaln danger from the stand-
point of defense. What to do?
Had our eritie really thought
|out the problem, he would have
replied that such a danger is an
inescapable historical risk

Independence of .the Ukraine and Sectarian Muddleheads

Trotsky

equally and wholly applies to
the revolutionary national up-
riging which represents nothing
else but a single segment of the
political revolution.
Independence and the Plan
It is noteworthy that the most
serious argument against inde-
pendence does not even enter
the mind of our critic. The econ-
omy of SBoviet Ukraine enters
integrally into this plan. The
separation of the Ukraine
threatens io break down the
plan and to lower the produc-
tive forces. But this argument,
too, is not declsive. An econom-
ic plan is not the holy of holies,
If national seciions within the
Federation, despite the unified
plan, are pulling in opposite dl-
rection, it means that the plan
does not satisfy them. A plan is
the handiwork of men. It can be
reconstructed in accordance
with new boundaries. In so far
asz the plan iz advantageous for
the TUkraine she will herselfl de-
sire and know how to reach the
nacessaAry economic agresment
with the Boviet Union, just as
she will be able to conglude the
neceszary military alliance,

Moreover, it is impermissable
to forget that the plunder and
arbitrary rule of the bureaung-
racy constlitute an important in-
tegral part of the current eco-
nomic plan, and exact a heavy
toll from the Ukraine. The plan
must be drastically revised first
and foremost from this stand-
paint, The outlived ruling caste
is systemnatically destroving the
country's economy, the army
and its eulture; it iz annikilat-
ing the flower of the population
and preparing the ground for a
catastrophe, The heritage of the
revolution can be saved only by
an overturn., The bolder oand
more resolute i= the policy of
the proletarian vanguard on the
national gquestion among others,
all the more succegsiul will be
the revolutionary overturn, all
the Jlower its overhead ex-
penses.

The Critle’s Tdeal Variant

The slogan of independent
Ukraine does nob signify that
the Ukraine will remain forever

which cannot be evaded, for un-
der the rule of the Bonapartist
bureaucracy the USSR Is doom-
ed. The very same reasoning

isolated, but only this, that she
"will again determine herself

with other sections of the Soviet
Union and her western neigh-
bors. Let us take an ideal var-
iant most favorable for our cri-
tic. The rewvolutlon occiirs si-
multaneosusly in all parts of the

Boviet Unlon, The bureaucratic
octopus is strangled and swept

aside, The Constituent Congress
of the Soviets is on the order of
the -day. The Ukraine expresses
n desire to determine anew her
relations with the USSR. Even
our eritie, let ws hope, will be
ready to extend her thiz right.

But in order fréeely to determine
her relations with other Soviet

republics, in order to possess
the right of saving yes or no, the
Ukraine must return to horself

the complete freedom of action, |

at least for the duration of this
Constituent period. Thetre is no
pther name for this than state
independence, Now let us fur-
ther suppose that the revolution
simultanesusily embraces also
Poland, Roumania and Hune-
pary. All sections of the Ukrain-
ian people become free and en-
ter into negotiations to join the
Zoviet Ukraine. At the same
time they all express the desire
to have their say on the gues-
tion of the inter-relations be-
tween unified Ukraine and the
Soviet Union, with Soviet Pol-
and, ete. It is self-evident that
to decide all these gquestions it

will be necessary toconvene the,

Constituent Congress of Unified
Ukraine. But a “Constitaent™
Congress signifies nothing else
but the Congress of an inde-
pendent state which prepares
anew to determine itz own do-
mestic regime as well as its
international position.
The Road to Unity

There 18 every reason to as-
sume that in the event of the
triumph of the world revolution
the tendencies fowards unity

will immediately acquire enor-
mous force, and that all Soviet

republics will find the suitable
forms of ties and collaboration.
This gozl will be achieved only

provided the old and compul-

sory ties, and in conseguence
old boundaries are completely

destroyed; only provided each
is
completely independent. To

of the contracting parties

and of her own free will the
gquestion of her inter-relations

speed and facilitate this pro-
cess, to make possible a genu-

14a

ine brotherbood of the peoples
in the future, the sadvanced
workers of Great Russia must
even now understand the caus-
&5 Iq_r Ukrainian separatism, as
well as the latent power and a
historical lawfulness behind it,
and they must without any res-
_erml.lnns declare to the Ukrain-
lan people that they are ready
to support with all their might
the slogan of Independent Sovi-
el Ukraine in & joint struggle
against the autocratic bureaye-
racy and ageinst imperiglizm.

The petiy-bourgeols Ukrain-
ian npationalists consider ecop-
rect the slogan of independent
Ukraine. But they object to the
correlation of thiz slogan with
the proletarian revolution. They
want an independent democrat-
ic Tkraine and not a Soviet
Ukraine. It is unnecessary to
enter here into a detalled angl-
vsiz of thiz question, because it
louches not Ukraine alone buk
rather the general evaluation of
our epoch, which we have ang-
lrzed many times. We shall out-
line only the most important
aipegts. Democracy is degener-
ating and perishing even in its
metropolitan centers. Only the
wealthiest colonial empires or
bourgesiz countries especially
privileged are still able to
maintain nowadays a regime of
democracy, and even there it i
obviously on the down-grade.
FThere iz not the slightest basls
for hoping that the compara-
tively impoverished and boek-
ward Ukraine will be able to
establish and maintaln a re-
gime of democracy. Indeed the
very independence of the Tk-
raine would not be long-lived in
an Imperialist environment,
The example of Czecho-Slovak-
i is elogquent encugh. As long
aa_the laws of imperialism pre-
vail, the fate of small and in-
termediate nations will remain
unstable and unreliable. Imper-
inlism can be overthrown only
by the proletarian revalution,
The main section of the Ukrain-
ian pation is represented by
present-day Soviet Ukraine. A
powerful and purely Ukrainian
proletariat has been ereated
there by the development of in-
dustry. It ig they who are deg-
Hned to be the leaders of the

Ukrainian peopls in all thelr

il — |
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WORKERS

"FORUM

15 THERE A DOCTOR
IN THE HOUSE?
Editor: )

I am a regular reader of the
Draily Worker. For the past few
weeks I seem {0 have gone into
g decline. I have already writ-
ten several letters to the Work-
er's “"How Do You Peel?" de-
partment, which is supposed to
give out medical adviee to read-
ers. In these notes, I have fully
deseribed my symptoms: black
spots before the eyes, especial-
I¥ after reading the Daily Work-
er, aecompanied by pronounced
dizziness and roaring in the
ecars, I am alzo subject to vio-
lent mattacks of nausea., Thege
symptoms began on the day the
Hitler-Stalin Pact was announc-
ed, and have een getting
steadily worse,

All this I fully described Lo
the editor of the "How Do You
Feel?" column, but so far I
have not had any reply, My
condition is getting desperate.
Perhaps you can help me.

" Worried Worker

MINNEAPDLIS WPA
PRISONERS ASK FULLER
REEFORTS IN AFPEAL
Editor:

We are two of the arrested
WPA strikers and have been
renders of the Appeal for a long
time.

We find it wvery difficult to
understand why the Appeal up
to the present date has not car-
ried any material Owith the ax-
ception of an editorial reprinted
from the Northwest Organizeny
or: the arrests of about 50 WEPA
workers by the Federal govern-
ment on the phony charge of
preventing workers from get-
Ling relief,

The arrests represent a de-
liberate attempt by the Rooge-

NOTICE TO ALL
NEW YORK YIFSELS

The International Youth Day
Hike =scheduled for Sonday,
Sept. 17th, has been called off
in order is have the League
parilcipaie in the collectlon of
signalores for the elecilon.
Yipsels should report io Man-
hatlan & RBronx headguarters
all day Hunday to be assigned
work.

velt adminlstration to  throw
fear into the hearts of the work-
ers here. The magnificent;
sponse by the entire labor
movement here has already re-
sulted in the bail being cut :I't'_ﬁi‘d.
nearly a quarter million dolnre
to less than $100,000.

The fact that Willlam Greea
has issued a sharp statement
condemning the arrests g
orbitant bail of these innocent
and penniless workers shows
that at least he recognizes the
threat that this is to the labor
movement, The complets ab-
sence of any story by the Ap-
peal, therefore, is all the more
surprising.

Fraternally yours,
Two WPA Strikees
Sepl. 9, 1939 ;
Hennepin Coanty Jall

L L] L

On July 25 the Appeal de-
voted its main bheadlines amd
half the front page to calling
upon the labor movement to de-
fend the Minneapolls WEBA
workers agninst the impending
frame-up, which was already
indicated by Attorney General
Murphy's preparations,
main headiines of our July 2§,
August 4 and B iszpes were de-
voled to the Minneapolis strike.
The arrests were dealt with in
an editorial in the August 25 ig-
sle, both an editorial and a long
news story in the August 99 a-
sue; s front page story in 3
September 9 issue and a fromt
Page story and editorial in the
Seplember 13 izsue.

But even szo we regret mot
having carried fuller coverage
of the arrests, for Attornay
Ceneral Murphy's indictment
of 108 WPA strikers in Minne-
apolis is undoubtedly a threat
o the entire labor movement,
for if the government gets away
with this, it will establish & b -
strike  precedent against ap
workers in government depant-
ments or public works or work
contracted for by the Fovern-
ment of any kind, '

We are asking our Minneaps-
lis correspondents to provide
adequate material to arouse the
ls_l.b-ur movement to the ne
sity of rallying to the defense of
the Minneapolis prizsoners—mRai-

tors:,

MANHATTAN
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future strugrles. The Ukrainian
proletariat wishes to free itgelf
from the clutches of the bur-
caucracy. The slogan of demo-
eratic Ukraipe is historically
belated. The only thing it is

bourgeois intellectuals. It will
not unite the masses. And with-
out the masses, the emancipa-
tion @mnd unification of the
Ukraine is impossibhle,

The Charge of Cenfrism

our severe critic flings at us
the term “Centrism™ at every
opportunity, According to him
the entire article was writlen
59 a§ lo expose the giaring ex-
ample of our “Centrism." But
he does not make even a single
attempt to demonstrate where-
in preclsely consists the “Cen-
trizm** of the slogan of indepen-
dent Soviet Ukraine. Assaredly,
that is no easy task. Cenirism
iz the name applied to that pol-
icy which is opportunist in sub-
stance and which seeks to ap-
pear as revolutionary in form.
Opportunism consists in a pas-
sive adaptation to the ruling
class and its regime, to that
which already exists, including,
af eourse, the stabe boundarles,
Centrism shares completely this
Mundamental trait of opportun-
ism but in adapting itzell to the
dissatisfied workers, centrism
veils it by means of radical
commentaries. If we proceed
from this scientific definition,
it will appear that the position
of our hapless critic is in part
and in whole centrist. He takes

point of rational and revolution-
ary polities) boundaries whish
cut nations into segments, aa if
this were something Immuyks-
ble. The world revolution,
which is for him not living pe-

good for is perhaps to consolejality but the incantation of

witeh-doctor, must unequivoeal-
J_Jr accept these boundaries as
its point of departure. He is net
al all concerned with the cen-
trifugal nationaligt tendencles
which may flow either into the
channels of reasction or
channel of revolution. They vio-
late his lazy administrative
blue-print constructed on the
model of: “first” and “then™
He shies away from the strog-
gle for natlonal independence
against bureaucratic strangula-
tion and takes refuge in speouw-
lations on the superiorities of
socialist unity. In other words,
his politics—If scholastic coms-
mentaries on other peoples’ pol-
ltics may be called politics—
bear the worst traits of ocen-
trism,

The sectarian iz an opportan-
ist who stands in fear of hiza-
self. In sectarianism, opportun-
ism (centrizsm) remains unfold-
ed in its inftial stages, like =
delicate bud. Presently the bod
unfolds, one-third, one-half, and
sometimes more, Than we have
ihe peculiar combination of see-
tarianism and centrism (Ver-
etcken); of sectarianism and
low-grade opportunism (Sneev-
lietd, But on gccasion the bud
shrivels away, without unfold-
ing (Oehler), If T am not mia-
taken, Oechlér is the editor of

a3 & starting point the specific

""The Marxist.'

{accidental —from the atand- yply 30, 1939
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