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Is Russia Mobilizing?... By Leon Troi.ék '

' &,

' Not Even the
Kremlin Knows!

Moscow mobilizes and everybody asks himself, agn:l.n?t.
whom? But at the present moment even the Kremlin doesn’t
know. Ome thing is clear: the German-Soviet agreement 1*ﬂ=.':1|1‘|-I
tated the defeat of Poland, but didn't at all guarantee the Soviet |
Union’s neutrality, The Polish army proved to be weaker t.h:n
many supposed. Now in Parls and London, und.cruhtcdl:g} tl-_:
people are looking at the German army's approach to the Sovie
border with interest and without excessive alarm, The friend-
ship of Stalin and Hitler needs distance. The complete defeat
**  af Poland can prove fatal to the German-Soviet agreement. Hav-
" ‘mg settled down on the borders of the Ukraine and White Rus-
sim, Hitler will propose to Stalin to give & more active character
to his new “friendship'’. simultaneously, he can turn to Paris
and London with a proposition to give the German army an op-
Y% portunity to march farther east, and will show complete will:uj:s-
' ness to bind himsel, at the same time, not to raise the question
of aolonies for twenty-five or filty years (Hitler gladly El"’-ﬂhﬁII.EJTE
! time for space). Under the pressure of double blackmail Elt.a. |:
. . will have to make & definite cholce, In view of this crifica
" moment's approach, the Kremlin is rru_:lhilmng. In arder _t.u main-
tain both possibilities, the Moscow radio stations are glving ne_zw'_s
in the Russian language favorable to the Western demn;i;ac:fﬁ.
and in the German language favorable to Germany. It 15 d 1-
i cult to imagine a more symbolic expression of the Erem_un_s
: double dealing politics and of Stalin's personal r:?aractex. In
what way is this double dealing going to be solved?

Long War Dangerous to Hitler

glalin understands what even cx-Ealzer Wimelm understood
namely, that with a prolonged war Hi_LIer is headed '£:|:|1.1.ru'151'{3.1I a
great catastrophe. Bul the whole guestion is one of time lm tﬁ
and tempo. On the road to the abyss Hitler can not only crus
Poland, but he can give the Soviet Union such blows as to c.]nsb
the Kremlin oligarchy their heads. And those genb]f:mf_:n Va E&
their heads above everything. For their ;ahratd.un they can t.z:'li
compelled to go farther on the rua:iiu::t;: Hitler than they wan
ent the pact was cong ;
“t tﬁhsc aﬁﬂg::stmle on this road there is, it is true, the e:tt.r;eme
unpopularity among the masses of the alliance with fasclam.
Molotov referred to it recently in his lal_esll': speech when hg ﬂm[:-
pained that the sgimplified propaganda (that iz, thg ﬂﬁrm-;
tern's propaganda of yesterday against fascism) gave birth g
in the Soviet Union to dizcontent with a German-S8oviet »iu:um ina-
tion. The above mentioned radio news in the Russian ﬂﬂE:lElE'E
tegtifies to this fact. Butb atalin expects to master public op J?iun
in his own country by further purges: the enmity of the Bussian
workers ard peasants, unlike the enmity of Hitler, is not et
armed, Thus, having started as Hitler's guartermasier, Stalin
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Sole Function of Congress Will Be to Put |
Rubber-Stamp on Presidential Decrees—
Repéal of Arms Embargo Certain

Report Good Results
Despite Interference
Of Tammany
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can become his hal-prizoner and ally.

Is a New Turn Possible?

But can't the Eremlin complete a new _shm'p turn, breaking
the Soviet-German agreement and throwing itself at the ]ﬂﬁ:
moment against Hitler? For this there would be RE—EEESE\.{'}T, t.]?
course, serious military successes by France and Eug!and T hi
next period, plus a radical change of the neutrality law in the
United States. But the Eremlin would hardly enter an open War
against Hitler even In this case. However, the nmme_utrntmn of
significant forces on the western border would permit Stalin to
reject Hitler's abzolutely inevitable new demands. i

To connect the question of the directlon of Moscow po Ea
with the ideas of the international working class, with the tasks
of socialism, with the principles of democracy. et getera, can
only be done by completely ignorant babblers or by }_:uam agents
of the Kremlin. In reality, Moscow politics is exclusively deter-
chy's struggle for sell-preservation.

mined by the rulihg oligar
The Eremlin's choice of roads will be defermined by the mate-

rial Interrelation of forces of both camps and by the march of
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. It iz better not to say the
military operations in the next weeks
voholee of roads”, but the direction of the next zig-zag.

Coyoncan, D.F.
September 11, 1939

LEON TROTERY

Behind the Lines

Stalin has moved more than
g million troops to the Folish
and Rumanian frontiers and
the whole world is wondering
why.

The black lne of the MNazi ad-
vaopce through Poland is mov-
ing like lava across the land. It
has already submerged the in-
dugtrial heart of Poland and at
this writlng the Germans are
glaiming eniry into the ount-
gkirts of Lwow, capital of the
Polish Ukraine, only 100 miles
from the Soviet frontier. What
jg going to happen when the
lava curls steaming up against
Gtalin's borders?

Trotsky says he does not be-
lieve the Kremlin itself iz sure
of the answer to this question.
The only certain thing we have
to go on is Stalin's fearful de-
tormination not to let himseld
be drawn inte a war that he
knows will mean his end and
the end of his ruling cligue.
Btalin's union with Hitler was a
shotgun wedding and iz conse-
guently destined to be neither
blisaful mor long-lived. That 1s
why the approach of Hitler's
hordes to the Russian frontier
has the whole world guessing.

Iz Hiller's wedding gift to his
frightemed bride going to be a
‘slioe of the Polish Ukraine? Or
j& he going to begin, even at
this early date, to show her who
iz mastier in this charnel house?

One puess is that Hitler will
koep right on marching. But if
he does he will greatly oblige
the French and British by cre-
ating a real eastern front.
. There will be plenty of Hitler-
Etalin double - crossing hefore
the world =ees daylight, but it
iz pot Iikely to take the form of
a Soviet-German ciash at this
stage of the game. Hitler won't
choose this path because for the
time being he has too much to
gain from Soviet “nentrality.”

By GEORGE STERN

only sgainst adversaries who
are helpless, He may use his
bayonets against the Polish rel-
ugees who seek haven in his
domain. but this column's guess
iz that when the German troops
reach the first Russian outposts
they will more likely be greeted
with respectful salutes and con-
gratulations for the speedy and
efficient completlon of the drive
across "Poland.

wWith the conquest of Poland,
Hitler will have other means of
keeping hiz new axis pariner in
a state of perpetual trepidation.
it iz no accident that precisely
atl thiz time reports are reap-
pearing concerning the activity
of nationalist propagandists
among the people of the Polish
Ukraine. If the Nazl-Soviet pact
did contain secret provisions
for parcelling out Poland. Hit-
Jer will be handing over-to his
friend in the Kremiin a heavily-
charged bomb. Resurgent Uk-
rainian nationalism c¢an and
will have conseguences just as
explosive for Hitler as for Stal-
in, but Hitler's whole daring
strategy iz based upon playing
with dynamite, a gameé In
which Stalin cannot afford to
joim,

Stalin has strangled the Sowvi-
ef Ukraine and earned the
gmouldering hatred of the Uk-
rainian peasaniry. Any fuse
|togched off in the Polish Uk-
raine will reach charges laid
deep in the Soviet Ukraing by
Stalin himself. The specire of
a surge toward the creation of
an independent, united Ukraine
undoubledly haunts the Erem-
Hn these uneasy nighis., That
may be why Stalin has sent a
million meén to the border and
that may alss be why Hitler
greets this move with evident
satisfaction,

For @& douwble cross on A&
grander scale by either party

Btalis eertainly won't choose
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to this unholy unlon, conditions

Despite orders from Tammany
waird heelers to their support-
ers to block the anti-war cam-
paign of the Socialist Workers
Party and prevent it from ob-
taining the number of signa-
tures necessary to place candi-
dates Max -Shachtman of the
Bronx ad George Lyman Paing
of Manhattan on the ballot for
the coming Councilmanic elec-
tions, canvassers report steady
progress in filling out the mom-
inating petitions.

" In the Bronx yesterday 300
slgnatures were obtnined in less
than an hour and a half by can-
vasgers of the Bronx hranch.
People not members of the Bo-

| ctalist Workers Party but sym-

pathetic to its anti-war com-
paign, reports Max Mont, op-
ganizer of the Bronx branch,
are giving the most encourag-
g help in order 0 insure the
appearance of Max Shachtman
on the ballot in their borough of
the Bronx,
Needle Trades Respond

In Manhatian the workers fn
the needles trades industry are
giving the campalgn & particu-
larly warm welecome. They are
familiar with the sueeessful an-
fi-faseist drives of the Boclalist
Workers Party af Madison
Baquare Garden on Pebruary 20
and in Union Sgquare on August
19 when the Coughlinites threat-
ened an invasion. Canvassers
for George Lyman Prine report
that thoze who slgn the nomin-
ating petition greet them sym-
pathetically on the streets when
they chance to meet later, and
lend & bhand in securilog more
signatures.,
" ALP. Sllent

Meanwhile the polley of sil-
ence on the part of leaders of

iContinued on Page )

PACKINGHOUSE
WORKERS WANT
ACTION POLICY

By WILLIAM SIMMONS

CHICAGD — Ever sgince the
Packinghouse Workers Organiz-
ing Committee delegation,
headed by Van Bittner, prezent-
ed its appeal to the Searetary of
Labor in Washington, it hos
heen clear that further moves
in negotiations with the packers
would be more closely related
to the clean atmosphere of the
national adminlstration build-
ings than to the ill-smelling re-
cesseg of the stockyvards.

Unfortunately for the young
union, it has thereby also per-
mitted ltzself to be manecuversd
ontoe weaker ground. Ibs
gtrength les in the vards, Thers
the workers feel the pinch of
their mounting grievances, and
they have shown on more than
one occasion that one ounce of
action brings gquicker results

beonuse be willingly fights  (Continued on FPage 2)

, (Coniinoed on Fage 3)
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A Manifest

To the Oppressed Peoples of

-y
rie

Latin America, Asia, Africa!

Before even a generation has passed, Eu-
rope s again at war! The imperialist beasts
are at large again, anxlous to devour, in thelr
greedy feroeity, all the riches of eivillzation
and all of humanity itzelf, Thiz once more con-
firms the precision of the Leninist desceription
of our epoch as the epoch of wars and revolu-
tions.,

The Anglo-Franco-FPolish Imperialist bandits
on the one hand, and the German imperlalist
bandits on the other, are however, only the
outposts of the world eatastrophe that has al-
ready begun. All of hurmanity stands on the
brink of the abyzs., Nothing can save us from
destruction and a return to savage bestiality,
except the revolt of the peoples against their
capitalist governments,

No part of the world will be spared by the
war, Mussalint stands on guard, awaiting the
development of the situation and welghing the

rice offered him by the ‘Anglo-French capl-
alists on one s5lde and the German capitalists
on the other for the sale of the Italian people.
Az alwavys, the Balkan peoples will be the can-
non-fodder of the blg imperialist powers.

Roosevelt Will Plunge Us into War

Only those who wish to deceive themselves
will be decelved: there is not & corner on the
surface of the globe that will be spared by the
war. The “"assurances" of peace by the Unlted
Btates can fool Bo one. Ameries, whether it be
Morth, Central or South, is not a world apart.
Roosevelt eynically lies, and the puppet gov-
ernments of Latin America echo their mastoer's
le, when they assert that the Western Hemi-
sphere isn't Europe but is a continént of peace
and democracy,

It is nobt true, The Yankee imperializst sharp-
eng hiz teeth, feverishly prepares his weapons
and awaits only the opportune moment to
throw himself into the fight to overcome all
his rivals. The whole world will then be but a
single red-hot furnace. The fire will exteand
from Europe to Asis, from Alaska to Pata-
gonia,

Roosevelt will change his demoeratic smile

to the bellicose snarl of the beast excited by
the odor of blood and carnage. The state of
emergency already decreed in the United
Gtates creates the necessary conditions for
gnuffing out in advance every critical wvolce,
every manifestation of distrust of the milifnr-
ist and pro-war policy of Washington., New ns-
tronomical sums are belog swallowed up in
preparatlons for war; new works are opening
to manufacture more engines of destruction
night and day; the war profiteers are glready
licking their chops in expectation of the profits
they will draw from the slaughter of millions
of men. The power of anti-democratic repres-
sion multiplies from day to day. Roosevelt's
general staff prepares to call a milllon men to
the flag Immediately, while awalting the trans-
formation of Latin Americs into & source of
supplies and & barracks at the execlusive serve
fce of Yankee imperialism,

Roosevelt Gives Orders to

Latin America

Washington is already calling the govern-
ments of Latin America together at Panama
to dictate to them what shall be thelr conduet
in the present international situation. The Pan-
ama Conference s the continuation of the com-
edy of Lima. Authorized by the so-called
“Declaration™ of Lima, the Yankee Imperial-
stz are taking the first steps in the mobliliza-
tion of the oppressed people of Latin America
to lead them to the slaughter-houze of war.

Already the watch-dogs of the imperialists,
their most falthful lackeys in the mass moves
ments, begin to velp. Such o watch-dog is Lom-
bardo Toledano, in Mexico, who cynlcally ap-
peals to the Latin-American masses to support
Roosevelt's war policy and the “democratic”
imperialists, that ls: Chamberlain-Daladier &
Co., oppressors of the enslaved peoples of In-
din, of Indo-China, of the five continents,

Pacifists Serve the Imperialists
In this tragic hour, when guns are declding,
the humanitarian verblage of the paecifists is
{Continned on Page 4)

Having stacked all the cards, in open defiance of law, the
Constitution and the will of the people, by his decree declar-
ing a “limited state of national emergency” and by his un-
paralleled proclamation that the United States will defend
Canada in its war against Germany, Franklin Roosevelt on
Wednesday summoned the Special Session oi Congress to
meet on September 21st.

The war-mongering Roosevelt administration, rushing
headlong toward direct military intervention, has decided not
merely to deprive the people of any voice on the issue of the
war. Following the example of the totalitarian democrats of

® Britain and France, Roosevelt
i5 determined also to reduce

(10 JOBLESS
UNION FORMED

AT CONFERENCE

Delegates at Seven
State Meet Oppose
F.D.R. War Plans

i Specind to the Soalalist Appeni)
PITTEBURGH, Sept. 10—Del-

|egates from CIO-WPA unfons o

seven states met here over the
weekend, at the call of the
United Project Workers Organ-
lzing Committee of the CIO, to
take steps to set up a perman-
ent International Unlon of WPA
and Project Workers,

Antl-Roosevelt Regolotions

The conference adopted sig-
nificant resolutions opposing
HRHoosevelt's war plans and de-
nouncing the Administration’s
persecution of the Minneapolis
WPA slrikers,

Called at the initintive of Phil-
ip Murray, CIO vice-president,
the conference—writh 35 dele-
gates from Pennsylvanis, Ala-
bama, Maryland, Illinois, Mich-
igan, West Virginiag and Ohio,
representing steel, coal, rubber
and auto areas-—may possibly
mean that John L. Lewis is pre-
paring to wipe out the Workers
Alllance in an anti-Stalinist of-
fensive.

The conference récommended
that the CIO national council
set up a nation-wide WPA or-
ganizaflon as an infernational
coarter local bodles.

Genorg Johnson, representing
the WPA and Unemployved Aux-
iliary of the TAW-CIO of Flint,
Michigan, led the fight for a
militant anti-war stand, and
succeeded in carrying the reso-
lutions unanimously,

Dppose Armaments

Supplementing the general
anti-war resolution and giving
it Iife by attacking armament
appropriations, a resolution on
flood control demadded that
Congress  “appropriate  funds
not for armaments for the de-
struction-of 1ife, but for flood

(Contlnped on Page 2}

Congress to the function of
approving steps which have
been taken beforehand by ex-
ectitive decree.

The plain fact of the mat-
ter. 1s that Roosevelt's state-
ment on the defense of Cana-

da is an act of war. Canada
has declared war agalnst Ger-
muany. Roosevelt has notifled
the world that the armed foroes
of the United States will defend
Canada against its declared
enemy. By such & move, Booge-
vielt drops even the pretense of -
nentrality,

By what right, by what au-
thority, does Roosevelt usurp
the power to commit the United
States to war?

Roosevell's Strategy Plain
Roosevelt's campaign to rush
the country into the war within
the shortest possible time is
moving fast and straight toward
its goal, His strategy becomes
Pplainer every day.

During the first two weeks,
by his own acts as head of the
gEovernment, he lnes up the
United States on the gide of An-
glo-French imperialism, At the
same time, his subordinates
slart a howling war-mongering
Lﬂu.m]:lﬂ.iﬂill throughout the cpun-
ry.

Rubber-Stamp Congress
Then, with the findamenta]
direction toward the war estab-
lished in advance, he calls Con-
Bress together to rubber-stamp
the moves already taken and to
make the next glant sleps,

In particular, he demands -
and will get from Congress re-
peal of the arms embargo. Tha
Senate isolationists, led by Bor-
&h, feeling the pressure of the
anl-war sentiments of the peo-
ple, announce that they will
fight to retain the embargn,
Eorah expressed the entirely
correct belief that repeal of the
embargo, coupled with the Ad-
ministration’s general conduct
of foreign relations, *“will inev. .
itably bring us into the war."
Izolationists ‘Wil Collapse
Nevertheless, any reliance on
the isolationists to block Roose-

vell's war moves would be uto-
pian. The isolationists are

themselves patriots of the first

water, advocates "of an  ever .
(Continmed trom Page 2)
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