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SPARKS IN THE NEWS
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A gainst the

~—New York Public

An Appeal for International Solidarity
Repressions in France

The Old Misleader

Some one remarked to me the other day
that for a long time he had thought the tone
which Bolshevist revolutionaries used towards
the reformists was much too sharp and melo-
dramatic. Recently, however, he has come to
see that every epithet, every “hangman of
the workingclass!"", every “lackey of capital-
jsm!" was and iz justified, that it would be
almost impossible to paint in too black colors
the treachery and cowardice of groups like the
Zocial Democratic Federation., The closer
American capitalism draws to s supreme
crisis of war and fascism, the more implac-
ably anti-revolutionary become the reformists.

The working of this process can bhe seen
easily if one has followed, as I have, the last
vear of the S.D.F. organ, The New Leader,
Az the war draws near, this journal has taken
on an ever-increasing similarity to the jingo-
istie, chauvinist ‘‘socialist” sheets of the
Europe of 1914, The one difference is all in
their favor: they at least waited until the war
had actually broken out before dropping the
veneialist’™ mask and appearing frankly as re-
eruiting agents for the bourgeols war ma-
chines.

But The Old Misleader isn't walting for
M-Day to dish out what Engels was vulgar
enough to call “‘the old crap.” Week after
week, its front page is black with scare heads
gbout the inroads that fasclsm is making in
Peru and the herole defenge measures of brave
little Poland, the current workers' fatherland.
Thiz week's glad tidings for the American
working class is the front-page head: POLISH

+CAVALRY CAPABLE OF ROUTING MOTOR-

IZED NAZIS.

F.D.R. Removes the Fig Leaf

When it comes to domestic news, The 0ld
Misleadér iz, just now, in a really pathetic
pogition, as are its comrades in arms, The
Mation, The Daily Worker, and The CID News,
It iz getting increasingly herder to kid the
masses about their friend in the White House
when he publicly congratulates Congress on
removing the prevaillng-wage provision from
thiz vear's WPA sact, when he denounces the

WEA strikers and looses his G-men on them,

and when he appoints to head the Social Se-
eurity Board the quasi-fascist machine poli-
tician Paul Mchutt.

And 5o a hasty glance at The 0ld Misleader
fails to indicate there's a WPA strike on at all,
Its issue of July 15, at the helght of the whole
buginess, relegates the strike to less than a
column on page two., (This story, incldentally,
iz 8 masterplece of falsification. By carefully
mixing up two entirely separate sectlons of
the WEA bill—the one nullifying the prevailing
wage clause, and the ong forbidding regional
differences in wage rates-——the author is able
to write: “Although the Administration op-
posed abolition of the differentials, the Presi-
dent has announced that his Administration

“will attempt to carry out the new provisions

‘af the law.”" Actually, of course, the Presi-
dent favers the abolition of the first for pre-

valling wage) “differential,’” and is opposed
only to the abolition of the regional wage dif-
ferential,

The only other reference in the whole elght
pages Lo the ticklish subject is a cut-and-dried
litkle potice in a corner of page eight, headed
in small type: “'8.D.F, Scores WPA Cuts.”

The banner headline on page one is: ANTI-
AXIS PORCES ANGERED BY U, & 'NEU-
TRALITY." with the subbead, amazing even
in thiz cloud-cuckes land: OLDER GERMANS,
EMBITTERED BY CONGRESS ACTION,
TURN TO HITLER. It seems that Jack Sand-
ford, the Misleader's pnierprising correspon-
dent in France, performed a remarkable jout-
nalistic feat. As soon as he received the news
that Congress had refused o revise the Neu-
trality Act, he at once took a Gallup Poll of
the eighty million citizens of Germany to see
how they felt about it. He is, naturally, some-
what exelted about his findings, asz, evidently.
were Lthe editors, ““The pasychological effects,'”
he hints darkly, “may be inealeulable.'” And
then for the real news scoop: "'I learn already
that it has thrown masses of the elder genera-
tion of neutral Germans into the Nazi camp.'”
That hitherto unchallenged mass psychoana-
Iyst, Walter Duranty, had better look to his
laurels!

Those Terrible Trotskyites!

On this same front page there is another
story which deserves i few words: TROTSKEY -
ITE 'GUARDS DRIVE AIDS COUGHLINM.
This i5 a very snooty ltile plece, very superior
indeed—""the tiny Socialist Workers Party,"
“Lhe obscure Trotskyite newspaper, The So-
clatist- Appeal,”” etc. Specifically, the Misleader
is sore because Comrade Milton's proposal
that hiz local of the ILGWU form a Workers
Anti-Fascist Defense Guard pgave Father
Coughlin a chanee to attacs the MLGWD and
to wound the tender sensibilities of that shrink-
ing wvialet, David Dubinsky,

When it comes to more generwl criticlism,
the usual Stalinist objections are rafzed. (It is
interesting how Indistinguishable on all major
matters are the lines of the 5.D.F. and the
C.P.} Buch guards “provoke violence." They
are “‘illegal.” There is *'strong public opin-
ion against private armies.™ And, above all,
what's wrong with the police as protection
for workers' meetings against the Coughlin-
iteg?

All of these arguments, exeept the one about
{llegality {which iz news to me), would apply
to any strike. But the workers would be fool-
ish to listen to any such line, Despite the
danger of provoking wvielence, despite the un-
doubtedly strong public opinion agalnst the
use of force by pickets, and despite the splen-
did protection offered by the forces of law and
order, the strikers must nevertheless, how-
ever reluctantly and with however heavy
hearts, wreak violence on the persons of any
scabs in the neighborhood. Any one who has
been on o pieket line knows this, and any one
who has seen LaGuardia's cops “protecting™
anti-fascist meetings or has had a glimpse of
fhe Soclal Justiee goon squad in action knows
why Workers Guards are necesgary,

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

OUT OF THE PAST

By EMANUEL GARRETT

THORSTEIN VEBLEN®
{July 20, 1857—Augast 3, 1928)

Thorstein Veblen, & radical intellectial who
stond aloof from the class struggle, was yet
the zareastic author of some of the most effec-
tive attacks on the profit system and perhaps
Amerieca’s most eriginal thinker in his gener-
ation.

Barp on a Wisconsin farm, of Norweglan
jmmigrant parents, Veblen spent most of his
life, cxcept when unemployed and living off
the old folks, in colleges, studyving, teaching,
writing . The college authorities never
liked %3 hawve him around. because they
thought hiz ideas as well as his life pot re-
spectable, though he brought a ceriain fame
to the college, Most of his stndents didn't like
him Because they didn't understand him. The
“public'” never knew whether his books were
serjous or not.

veblen'’s books, however, were his real con-
iribution to the labor moviement. In a pendan-
tie tome, using six ‘ong Laetedced words in-
wtead of one short one, he solemnly ridiculed
the stuffed shirts of America, the business
men, 5o skillfully that they never got the point,
The implications of every one of his books
were revolutionary, but they remained anly
gareastic impllcations.

A careful student of Marx, Veblen did mucn
to explode the eriticizms of hourgeois econo-
mists. He showed that the labor thesry of
value, so mightily belabored by the critics,
was self-evident as expressed by Marx. His
The Sogialist Economies of Karl Marx, is a
brilllant outline of Caplial. But Veblen re-
jected the law of capitalist accumulation be-
catlise, wiriting in 1908, he could not see what
follows from that law, the constant growth
of the “reserve army of labor”™ (the unem-
ployed) and the increasing misery of the
workers. Had he written im 193%, so honest
an observer could not have failed to see the
predictions borne out. Veblen made mince-
meat of the "Marxist'” revisionists like Bern-
stein, but he seemed at this time not to have
read the work of Lenin or Luxembureg.

Veblen’s System Fragmentar
Veblen wrotée no book that contalns his
whole system of thought. The reader has to
plek it up from side remarks and sly com-
ments. But {rom these remarks, in such
books as The Instinet of Workmanship, The
Theory of Business Enterprise, and Imperial
Germany and the Indusirial Eevolution, One
can see the ouiline: the common man, the
worker, works for perfection. But the busi-
ness man, who is interested not in industrial
production but in profits, practises a "'con-
geientious withdrawal of productlve effi-
clency’ (Veblenese for sabotage) which kills

*This eolumn on Thorstein Veblen was con-
tributed by Bruno Johnson,

the “inztinct of workmanship®™.

The higher learning in America is managed
for the exclusive benefit of the business men:
iaw and politics are mere cloaks for the ‘‘pre-
datory’” interests; patriotism and business,
useless to the whole community, are the chief
barriers to peace; and the wvested Interests
1"'a marketable right to get something for
nothing*) contrel our flives, Germany became
# Ereat power by imitating Eogland's indus-
irial technigue bul ncot her “democratie”
ideas and polities: the feudal-military abso-
iutism of Germany fitted far better with the
realities of capitalism; here Veblen gives an
inrteresting premonition, if not o prediction, of
ithe necessity of a Hitler to maintain capltal-
iam, Almost parallel with Lenin, Veblen
pointed out the relentiess growth of mopopoly
capital loward a world of war and the stran-
gling of the common man, or alse—,

Defended Bolshevik Revolution

As we have many times re-
ported in the Appeal, the Daln-
dier regime in France has beéen
regularly persecuting revolu-
tionary militants whe have
been opposing the government's
war preparations. From the
International Commission of
the Workers and Peasants So-

elalist Party (P.EOPD  we
have received news of addition-
al persecutions. Below we

print their letter in full. The
Cherbourg Incident that is men-
tioned in the letter refers to an
ggitation that the F.8.0.F. con-
ducted among the soldlers sta-
tioned &t Cherbourg in protest
against the arbitrary extension
of the military service period
bevond bwo years.

L] L] -

Dear Comrades,

We inform you that today,
July 25, an investigation of sev-
eral hours took place at our
party local, 42 Rue Roche-
chouart. Three investigating
commissions officially Investi-
gated the following guestions:
1+ the anti-militarist leaflets
isegquel to the Cherbourg affalr
of May last, details of which
you have already read in Juin
va6, official weekly organ of the
P.5.OP.). We must remind
you, o be used in whatever
woay vou can, that Marceau
Pivert iz being prosecuted for
this as the political director of
pur party. 2} La Caserne, anti-
militarlist journal but complete-
Iy unconnected with our party

| and for which it is In no way

responsible. 3) La Jeune Garde
i'The Young Guard—youth pub-
lication) July-August number,
for lts anti-militarism (you will
recelve under separate cover a
copy of this number which wis
today again confiscated),

Organize Protest Meellngs

We have been informed that
two warrants of arrest have
been  issued by the police
againsgt Comrade Poulain,
member of the fifth section of
the Paris P.5.0:P., Bf years of
age, with sixty vears of activ-
w In proletarian parties be-
iind him. The warrant has
heen issued against him in his
capacity of manager for the
party of La Jeune Garde: he
haz already been arrested, Also
another warrant has bheen ig-
rued against comrade Luclen
wWeits, political secretary of the
PEO.P. vouth and a member
3f the Central Committee of
our party in his capacity as
secretary of the P.5.0OP. vouth,;
Comrade Weltz had glven in
preceding numbers of La Jeune
Garde information on  the
Schmidi-Steve-Rigal-Polle  af-
fair with which you are ac-
quainted. At the time of writ-
ing we do not know if Weitz
has bheen detained,

Following these events, the

INSTIGATOR OF
STRIKE RIOT
PROMOTED

(Continued from Page 1)

ment of the United States by
HErR e, Hn}'WhEII’:. al any
time. . . Those leaders who
have moved to exploit the pro-
tests of WEPA workers in viola-
tion of Federal statutes wlll bhe
prosecuted,”  The next day

Hoosevelt issued his infamous.

“"You can't sirike against the

Veblen made only tentative stabs at the
class struggle: as editor of The Dial he de-
fended the Bolshevik Revolutlon, signed pro-
tests against the trial of the 101 Wobblizs in
Chicago, and denounced the Palmer Red Ralds
a5 the demeniia praccox of rofting capifalism.
And in one of hizs last books, The Engineers
and the Price System, he sketehed a new plan
for revolution, the formation of soviets of en-
gineers and lechniclans who are the real
bottle-neck of production and who are irked
by the sabotage of big buslness. He esven
helped to form the nucleus of such a soviet,
the Technical Alllance; but lacking organizing
ability and misunderstanding the nature of the
class struggle, he falled.

In his earliest and greatest book, The The-
ary af the Lelsure Class, Veblen dissectas capl-
talist culture and finds it rotten. The literary
lights who loved and guoted the book for ts
satire on a money-culture missed the revolu-
tionary Implications: the only way to create
a trite citlture is to wipe out capitalism. Veb-
len's irony shows the roots of art and the social
graces under capitalism as merely the desire
for “conspiouous waste™ and “‘eonspicuous
lefsure'” (il.e., showing off money). The rich
man's “‘pecuniary reputability™ demands that
st¥les change before clothes wear out, that
useless servanta clutber up a useless est-at-&.l
that only costly thingz can be considered beau-
tiful, that education be classical, useless, and
good only to prove that the rich maoan did not
have to work for a living while acquiring the
“geremonial futility'' of his manners,

I{ is typleal of this detached, Ivonie, scholar-|
ly genius that his last work was the transla-
tion of an old Norse saga. Yet the revolution-
ary movement in America must always ac-
knowledge its debt to Thorstein Veblen for his
savage analysis of the rottenness of our
society,
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government'' statement,

Murphy in his July 13 state-
ment singled out Minneapolis
a5 a place where “evidence of
labor racketeeting or criminal
conspiracy against ithe nation's
relief program”™ may “‘result in
indictments.®"

Tn accordance with Murphy's
orders, 17, 5. District Attorney
Anderson ahnounced on July 19
that the Federal government
Cundouwbtedly  will issue com-
plaints and begin prosecution
of strike picketa or demonstrat-
nrs within a few days."

Out i (zel 544

The grand jury opened its in-
vestigation on July 24. It quick-
Iy developed that the Federal
authorities were out to *‘get"
CGeneral Drivers Union Local
44, sponsor of a Federal Work-
ers Section which is the clty's
leading unemployed organiza-
tion. The &St. Paul Ploheer
Press headilined that “Activity
of higher-ups in Minneapolis
General Drivers Union 544 dur-
ing the recent WPA strike is
heing Investigated by the Fed-
eral grand jury"'. The Minne-
ppolis Tribune reparted that
CWitnesses wha told about
union operations in connection
with the strike gpent more time
in the jury room than did those
who told of interference with
workers.”

" Subscribe to the
SOCIALIST APPEAL
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Bureau of the Party declded to
instruct its locaks to hold publie
meetings on the 30th of this
month to protest against police
abuses and the government re-
pression which is striking more
and more at the militant com-
rades and the revolutionary
press, On this occaslon our
party will affirm its firm de-
termination to continue its anti-
militarist and revolutlonary ac-
tivities in spite of repression.
A special edition of Juin 26
will appear also on Friday next
on this gquestion.
International Solidarity

You doubtless understand the
significance of this repression
which zeeks to stifle resistance
to war and the sacred union.
We therefore expect from you

that, without delay, and by
means that you will judge ap-
propriate  (press demonstra-
lions, meetings, etc.) you will
organize active solidarity with
our movement which is in the
heat of the struggle against the
imperialist war, Above all do
not delay to send usdmmediate-
Iy the next number of your pub-
lication in which you will pub-
lish an article on this question,
an artiele that we will wel-
come, followed by an appeal in
faver of the persecuted pnti-
militarists and glving support
to our struggle.

For the International
mizsion of the P.S.O.F.,

Marie Guerin,

Com-

July 25, 1939

Mass Action by Negro
W orkers Brings Victory

N T R T e

School System

Crippled by Cuts'?

By BRUNO JOHNSON

The New York City Board of
Education on Thursday, July
27, adopted a budget crippling
the whole public school system
for the coming vear. The crip-
pling began when LaCuardla's
Board of BEstimate cub $3.000,-
N0 from the appropriations and
the New York State Legislature
cut 25,300,000 more from state
aid to the city.

The £8,300,000 deficit thus ac-
quired has been ‘'absorbed™ by
the Board of Education in the
Iollowing ways: classes, al-
ready overcrowded, will be &n-
larged or nol decreased: eve-
nlng elementary schools, serv.
ing 20,000 adultz yearly, will be
dropped from the school sys-

JContinued from Page 1)
Judge Lupe, was just another
altempt to throw 8 monkey
wrench into attempts of the
Megro workers o get better
housing.

Megro housing on Chicago's
South Side is the natisn’s worst.
White chauvinism forces the
Wegroes to live in a real ghetto,
within the boundaries of the no-
torlous “‘fren ring.'” Unable to
move, they are exploited un-
mereifully by big real estate
companies which exact exor-
bitant rents for the wvilest kind
of housing facilities. Repairs
are the exception and not the
rule, It is not uncommon for &
family of 12 to be crowded into
2 small reoms, infested with
vermin and rats, with no pri-
vate foilet facilitins.

Sunday's demonstration
marked a high spot In the long
fight of the Negro workers for
cecent living facllities. The
prompt withdrawal of the in-
junetion was a victory pbtained
by militant mass action, and it
served to show the Negro work-
ers all through the South Side
the power of organized working
class action to attain their de-
mands.

Solidarity of Negro and white
workers was demonstrated by
the members of the Socialist
Workers Party and the Young
FPeople's Soclalist League, who
participated in the demonsira-
tion and in the parade organ-
fzed by the Washington Park
Forum, spearhead in the Negro
worker's fight for Improved

housing in Chicago.

Fisher Body Strikers Eager
To Carry Fight Through to End

(Continued from Fage 1)

Sereaming editorials in all
the capitalist papers eall for
“law and order®, presumably
meaning the riding down of
helpless women and children,
the trampling., clubbing, shoot-
Ing and gassing of unarmed
peaceful  workers exercising
their rights to strike and picket.
The strike leaders, many of
them under the influence of the
Ewalindsts, have weakened and
nre telling the workers to obey
the “law"=—ghat iz the. arbl-
trary ruling of a mayor whom
these same strike leaders have
denounced as a paid tool of the
corporations, the Chamber of
Commerce and of a boss-ruled
court.

Lesson for Workers

Once again for all the work-
ers to see is the fact that when
the workers really unite their
torees and fearlessly resort to
mass actlon on the streets, no
power or agencies of the bosses
and their government can beat
them down. But when they sub-
it to the treachery of legality
end boss made laws, they are
licked i advancs,

The lessons of the ““Battle of

E, 14d0th Street'”, are imperish-
ably graven into the minds of
all the auto workers here. They
are full of fight., and the rank
and file iz more than anxious to

complete & job well started.
Omly the most insistent and
persistent pleading by the lead-
ership has so far prevented the
workers from again taking to
the streets in mass flghting
formation. One word of assent
from the leaders, and the auto
workers would swarm out of
tue other plants as they did
last Monday and make confetti
out of all the "“riot zone' or-
dinanees and injunetions which
the bosses are waving in the
workers' faces,
Dangerous Precedent
A most dangerous precedent

for future strikes has heen set

by the acceptance of theso
legal traps by the union lead-
ers, It is to be expected that in
the futiire battles, which are|
boungd to come, the eity offic-)|
ials and corporations will crack
down on every strike with
cvery imaginable legal restric-
tion, particularly those against
niass picketing. The only way
to win & strike is to shut the
work down cold: that means
mass pleketing. the only sue-
cessiul  weapon  against  the
hosses and strige-breakers.

Join the Socialist

tem; evening high schools will
be limited to students working
for Regents' credit, Day class-
€3 for adults in English and
citizenship are to go. Com-
mupity and recreation centers,
s well as after-school athletie
centers, will be elosed com-
Bletely. Thus 75,000 students
will be tossed out of school, and
the 2,500,000 people who have
been using the community cen-
ters are locked oul,
Lehman's Role

The American Labor Party
supported Governor Lehman,
instead of fighting the issues on
its merits, took shelter behind
the unconstitutionality of the
budget passed by the legisla-
ture; when Che budget was
thrown out of courts the legls-
lature in special session passed
mnother, differing from the
first only in being in aeccord-
ance with the state constitution,
and Lehman sald not a word.
The same vicious slashes in the
school system remained.

COUGHLINITES BRAG
ABOUT FASCIST
PREPARATIONS

{Continued from Page 1)
taented the Jews to dare fo
held a counter-meeling,

At the end of the meeting the
chalrman held up a huge plac-
ard, reading ‘““Buy Christian."
He announced to the audience
that this corner wasz now under
the control of the Coughlinites,
and that they would hold meet-
ings there every Wednesday
night. Twenty-six uniformed
cops and others in plain clothes
guarded the meeting, ready and
willlng to glve the fascists full
protection.

When a worker here and
there in the crowd wvolced ohb-
jection to the anti-Semlitic and
anti-labor tirades, police palled
them out of the erowd and into
w taxl cab,

Diseussion groups  which
formod afterward in a near-by
park decided that something
should and would be done. The

proposal to build Workers DE-I
fenzse Guards met with approv-,

al of those present, even two
Communist Party members ad-
reifting that action and not
words would be needed to de-
fend the neighborhood against
the fascizt gangs. The youths
present, about fifty, all between
the ages of 18 and 25, dechded
ihat they would meet at an ap-
potnted place next Wednesday
evening, make the rounds of
the local clube to secure aid,
and then gather to demonstrate
their opposition to the Coughlin

Workers Party

cangsters.

Cne purpose of Big Money's
obedient servants in Albany is
aot yet achieved, They are try-
ing to Irighten the public by
showing what the schools would
suffer unless the teachers took
a cut,

The Mew York City Board of
Fducation tried its best. It dug
up the ancient dodge of ““volun-
tary'" salary cuts, ranging from
2% to 512%., the joker being
that the younger and poorer-
pald teachers, whose salaries
would be cut less, would not re-
celve any 'vearly increments
either, and so would actually
pe cut by 9%, while the highly-
paid fat-cats, the superintend-
ents and politicians in the sys-
tem, would be cut only 4 to
Slots. This proposal was 50
nearly identical to the bills in
Albany that the parents’ asso-
ciations smelled the rat and
were nok impressed, in spite of
the pious wails of the reaction-
artes aboul “saving the kinder-
gartens."

Mayor LaGuardia tangled up
ithe mess still further with s
marvelously skillful piece of
demagogy: he promised to in-
sure the continuation of all
vital educational services with-
out culting teachers” salaries.
Tne Stalinist-controlled Teach-
ers Union whooped for jov and
congratulated the Mayor.
That the Mayor's statement
was only  politieal tripe was
clearly shown when his law-sec.
retary, appointed for one day to
the Board of Education in order
to make up a quorum, voted for
the school-wrecking budget.

In answer to protests, La-
Guardia passed the buck again:
he laid all the blame on the
legislature for cutting $5,300,-
000 from state aid to the ecity,
conveniently forgetting his own

chicken-feed cut of three mil-
lion.

Teachers Union Hog-tied

The Teachers TUnlon, because
of its Stalinizt line, has had one
hand’ tied to its back through-
out the fight. Time and again
the anti-Stalinist progressives
in the union have brought up
motions to put pressure on La-
Guardia as well as on Albany.
Always these proposals were
ei?her howled down or -passed
with sneers about “"Tammany
politice™ and then forgotten.
The Stalinists are playing the
game of collaborating with boss
politicians for this fall's and
1940°s elections, and will not of-
offend the *“‘progressive” Little
Flower in City Hall, Also, in
thelr desperate zeal to remove
the “red"”label from the union,
they lay off any kind of mili-
ta_.nt- action or picket ling. They
dia the best they could, with
half a million leaflets and hun-
dreds of ,telegrams (but very
few to LaGuardia). Yet the
time has passed when a legis-
lator will pay any attention to
telegrams.

When one of the Teachers
Unlon leaders did criticize the
Mayor for sending his office-
boy to vole ruin to the schools,
the union spokesman deplored
the Mayor's “‘hate’ and said
that though a progressive, he
had “yielded to pressure.'
Just why a progressive cannot
¥ield to progressive pressure
iz left unexplained,

All the workers of New York
| City must remember the fight
o education as an essential
factor in this fall's elections to
the City Council,

Who's Against the War Referendum?

What are the arguments
ngainst giving the people the
right to vote oo war?

In January of last wvear, the
Ludlow resoiution was befors
Congress, and there was a dan-
ger—not so mich that it would
be passed—but that it would
get to be discussed. In  this
critieal hour, Sergeant Rooge-
welt went over the top and
threw & bomb-shell into the
iaps of Congress, denouncing
the proposal. Its leading idesa
wWas !

YSuch an amendment as
that proposed would cripple
any President in hiz conduoet
of our foreign relations, and
it would encourage other na-
tions fo believe that they
could violate American rlghis
with impuniiy,*

A Lesson from History

1. Cripple the President's
autocratic contral over Ameri-
can foreign affairs? Any one
who knows the lessons of his-
tory will say: Good thing! It
was President Polk's use of his

=
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executive powers which brought

¥
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an the war with Mexico in 1846
without any consultatlion ewven
with Congress. It was Presi-
dent McHinley's control over
foreign relations which permit-
fed him to go before Congress
nnd call for war with Spaln
while concealing the fact that
Spain had granted the U, 5,
demands. Wilson's secrel ne-
gotigtions with England in 1918
are even better known, History
tells ws: the President's con-|
trol over forelgn relations has
been instrumental in getting us
inta  Imperialist wars—behind
the backs of the people!

2, Just why would the war
referendum cripple the Presi-
dent's conduct of foreign rela-
tions? Roosewelt has sworn up
and down the land that he is
inrocent of any intention of
throwing the T, 5. into war,
The proposal which he denounc-
ey bears only on the power of
making war. All measures
ghort of war would still be (un-
fartunately) left in his hands.
Either, or: Either Roosevell Is

a hypecrite when he protests
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hiz completely peaceful inten-
tions, or his argument is non-
senge !

4. Furthermore, Roosevelt
was here attacking the Tudlow
resolubtion—a bill which takes
lhe guts out of the proposal to
let the people wvole on war by
making it inoperative in case
of attack on the U, 5., its terri-
torial possegsions, or on any
country in the Western Hemd-
sphere, It is this resolution,
which eoncerned itself only
with a frankly and openly ag-
gressive war by the U. 5. that,
Hoozevelt sald, will bamper his
foreign policy. The confession
iz there for all to see: to put it
moderately, Roosevelt does not
exclude an open war of con-
quest!

4. How will the war referen-
dum encourage the violation of
American rights? WHAT
AMERICAN RIGHTS? If
Roozevelt was thinking of the
“right'" of Standard Oil to pile
up its profits in the Far East,
with the backing of the MNavy,

he is & thousand times correct:
the people will- not sacrifice
themselves for that. If he was
thinking of the right of Wall
sStrect to s5it on the backs of the
workers and peasants of South
america, he ig correct. He is
afrald of the war referendum
because the war which he has
in mind will NOT be one in the
real interests of the masses: {f
will be & war for the “righis"
of the American 60 Families
pgainst forefgn plutocrats?

No Confidenoe

The bosses" government in
Washington wants the “right'’
to hold the threat of war over
the heads of its imperialist ri-
vals, and the "“right™ to go into
such a war, when it becomes
necessary, without the consent
of the people.

The answer to Roosevalt is:
Your very opposition to the war
referendum shows why we have
s confidence in you or your
government. Let the people de-
cide! They are the ones who

will have to fight.and diet .
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