.r L MWW —q—.-1-ma.+-r:'-nirv-v TR =

L Ll A

W WL p— EEEm = iy — = ey R T

-y

. . - — = = 3 -
i s - = = "
i - BT i - S

v — © ® | = -
[wamarel Socialist Appeal [

Official Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International —Issued Twice Weekly

VOL. III, NO. 53

TUESDAY,

JULY 25, 1939

NEW DEAL HOUNDS W
Every Union Must Act to Defend
The Minneapolis Trade Unions

Attorney General
Seeks Indictment

Of Union Leaders

Attorney General Frank Murphy announced to the press
on Wednesday—July 19—that he had ordered the United
States District Attorney in Minneapolis to conduct a grand
jury investigation there "into charges that W.P.A, strikers

- had interfered with persons wishing to work in Minneapo-

lig and 5t. Paul.”

Thus Murphy has already proceeded to carry out the
threat he made in his July 13 statement that *"There must
be no strike against the government of the United States
by any one, anywhere, at any time. . . . Those leaders who
have moved to exploit the protests of W.PLA. workers in
violation of the Federal statutes will be progecuted.”

Murphy then singled out Minneapolis, as a place where
“evidence of labor racketeering or criminal conspiracy
against the nation's relief program” may “result inindict-

- ments.”  And now, according to the press reports, he has

moved to get those indictments.

Obedient to Murphy's commands, Victor E. Anderson,
United States District Attorney in Minneapolis, announced
the same day that the Federal government “undoubtedly
will issue complaints and begin prosecution of strike pickets
or demonstrators within a few days.” (Minneapolis Trib-
une, July 19.)

"He is only waiting, said Anderson, for the formal report

!

L

Such was the accurate conclusion reached by the Minnesota
Union Advocate, organ of the St. Paul Trades and Labor
Assembly, in its editorial of July 13.

Ruthlessly the Roosevelt administration seeks to crush
the militant labor movement. Roosevelt got from an obe-
dient Congress a law destroying the union wage on W.P.A.
projects, but this was only his opening gun in a long-range
campaign to destroy the entire wage-structure of the build-
ing trades unions, as is revealed by Attorney General
Murphy's announcement of an “anti-trust” prosecution of
the building trades unions in September. When the W.P.A.
construction workers struck against this union-destroying
decree, the Roosevelt administration declared their strike
illegal, punished the strikers by dismissing them from the
W.P.A, on the fifth day of their strike, declared them
ineligible for direct relief, and sent an army of G-men into
the principal strike areas to act as strikebreakers and gather
evidence for the prosecutions which arc now being initiated
i Minneapolis.

Increasing Examples of
His Anti-Labor Game

lloosevelt's appointees, the United States Maritime
Commission, are openly engaged in an attempt to destroy
the union hiring halls of the West Coast seamen’s unions.

Why He Picked Minneapolis
For the Attempted Frame-Up

 Murphy's choice of Minneapolis to initiate his prosecu-
tions is not a haphazard choice, He has picked out Minne-
apolis for a number of reasons.

First and most immediate, Minneapolis labor has the
honor of being the most united phalanx in the fight against
the W.P.A, cuts. AF.L. and C.L.O., employed and unem-
ployed, skilled and unskilled, have joined together in
Minneapolis in a Joint Action Committee which made the
strike there 1009% effective, 4;1{‘:-51'11g down all projects. Ti
that had only happened in all other important cities, the
W.P.A. strike would have won its demands by now hands
down. For this “erime,” Minneapolis labor is to be pros-
ceuted by the Roosevelt administration,

Second, Minneapolis is the best-organized city in the
United States. Under the inspiration of the great truck-
drivers’ strikes of May and July-August, 1934, that city,
once an open-shop town, has a higher percentage of union
organization per working population than anv other city
in the country, according to the U. 5. Department of
[.abor. Wages in the teaming crafts have more than
doubled since 1933, and other wages have risen corre-
spondingly. For this “erime,” too, Minneapolis labor is to

PA STRIKERS

dc a Copy

F.D.R. to Prosecute
Unions for ‘Crime’
Of Being Progressive

this movement. The eleven state over-the-road agreement
wrested from the great trucking corporations last year
expires on August 31, and the unions are girding to-secure
renewal and betterment of this unprecedented contract. For
this “crime,” too, Minneapolis labor is to be prosecuted by
the Roosevelt administration,

Yes, the Minneapolis trade union movement is today the
most progressive section of the entire American labor
movement. And for this “erime,” it is to be prosecuted by
the Roosevelt administration,

Minneapolis Labor Leaders
Foresaw Roosevelt Move

With their usual intelligence and ability, the Minneapolis
trade union leadership foresaw this move of the govern-
ment. The resolution adopted by a joint meeting of A.F.L.-
C.LO. trade union leaders on July 15 at the Central Labor
Union, placing responsibility at the door of the Roosevelt
administration for the murder of Emil Bergstrom and the
shooting and injury of 24 other strike pickets, concluded :

“That this labor movement calls upon the people of the
United States . . . to unitedly defeat any prosecution or
frameup attempt as a result of the murderous assaults of
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;; ‘of the Federal Bureau of Investigation G-men who con- and are training finks for a war against the unions on e prosecuted by the Roosevelt administration, the Minneapolis police.” -i
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i that it provides the basis for prosecuting strike pickets, to boycott. Roosevelt's National Labor Relations Board Brotherhood of Teamsters from a craft union of }ﬂﬂ{}l} IL:-IjHL “iﬁl:l::!:_“m ETr‘E'-T'IETI jr|:]':m;|l " J]HL“HF SPECY Biehee bes i
: i , : L : : . ver in democratic rights, has the clementary : :
; ] It M Is P now will order plant r:lr:-l:l:ifms upon application by em-  members to the biggest and most powerful union in the  solidarize himself Withgthe M ¢ :If..r!]1li1ntﬂr} d'llif.;, Lo g
g oosevelt Move Is Part ployers—the most vicious union-busting device conceivable. ountry, semi-industrial in'§ 3 s . . S wulsapolis fabor movement {
1 . R i If in ] A 7 : COHINETY, S&mi-indusina In form, i1.l_1|:1|'|}fr1:n:: now at least against this ﬂtlﬂmptﬁd f!‘ﬂm!_“l.lp -
i = = = cosevelt imselt, in his April 27 relief budget messag 300,000 ate s 3 : titie S . ) _ . 5
L Of His Antl-l.lbﬂl' Drive dictatad) s Cﬂnwrcjs : th ]P il h> E tlz cimy:. 00,0 menphers. As ]_ur,, as 1‘3_"3:- the Imernlat:mmllx:.rah Every trade union and fraternal organization in the 4
. - s gress the slashing of one-third of the  an aristocratic organization of driver-salesmen in the cities.  country should adopt resolutions protesting against this :
_ This Minneapolis move is perhaps the most brazen ann- "'_5"-F--*"L-_ rolls, down, E':ﬂw'ﬂ. down, from the November Now it is primarily constituted by the over-the-road truck- prosecution, send the resolutions adopted tngPrra‘l t 3
i labor action yet taken by the Roosevelt Administration figure of 3,350,000 to his figure of 2,000,000—an absolute crs, one of the two or three most strategic groups of pro- Roosevelt and Attorney General Mur E r with 'I.“:n
@ I it gets away with this, it*will go on to prosecute W.P.A drop of 1,350,000 jobs. letarians in economy. This great movement came out of the Central Labor Union, North 8th Etséﬂ Min:Lc'ﬂ-[-U X
strikers everywhere, as part of the administration’s general “T'he President is now definitely aligned against Labor.” the North Central District Drivers Couneil initiated by Minnesota F ) , s
onslaught against the labor movement. That's the simple truth which every worker must hence- General Drivers Union Local 544 of Minneapolis, which Minneapolis is only the first intended victinn Sta
“The President is now definitely aligned against Labor.” forth take into account. zenerously gave its most qualified forces to the creation of Murphy in his tracks before he gets started ! i
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was the first speaker, He bit-
terly assailed the brutality of
the police and condemmned the
cociety. which allows such brut-
ality to go wopunished. “He
ghall not have died in vain,

Relief for Humans s
Slashed — ‘Monkeys'
Conditions Improved

North Beach which are now
mere steel skeletons and the
other  half-done  projects
throughout the ecity will re-

Roosevelt stand, the one-day
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Stalinist leaders of the Allianee

New Haven Cops Arrest Two
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qualifiedly falge."
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At Anti-Coughlin Meeting
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