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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job apd a decent living for every worker.

2, Open the idle factories—operate them under
workers' control.

3. A Tweniy-Blllion dollar Federal publle works
and housing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minlmum wage—
20-hour weekly maximum for all workers on
nll Jobs.

Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disablilty
penslon,

Expropriate the Sixty Familles.

AW war fonds to the unemployed.

A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
Mo secret diplomacy.

An Independent Labor Party.

Workers’ Defense Guards agalnst vigllante
and Fascist attacks.

——————

A Political Strike

The nation-wide strike of building and con-
struction workers on W.P.A. against the coolie
wage rates established on July 1 by the Roose-
veit--Woodrum Starvation Law can and must
be successiul. Congress is in session and will be
forced to amend the law, establishing payment
of prevailing hourly-wage rates, if ‘the labor
movement puts sufficient pressure to bear.

This is a political strike. [t differs from the
usual economic strike and therefore requires a
different strategy to win. The usual economic
strike is directed against a private employer. 1
successiul it cuts off his doing business and mak-
ing profit during the strike, and he is impelled
to settle the strike by the drain on his pocket-
book. In the well-organized building trades
unions, a few banners and pickets are enough to
turn the trick in the usual strike.

But in this strike the boss is—

Not a Private Employer

He is not being hurt in his pocketbook. There
i no drain on his profits. 'He is Congress and
President Roosevelt.

This difference between an economic and a
pc_:humt strike—what difference in L-.l:rﬂteg]. does
it demand if the strike is to be won?

First of all, it requires as many banners and
pickets as possible. In the ordinary building
erades strike, a single bannerman may be enough;
he is there primarily to make it clear to pros-
pective workingmen that a strike is in progress
there ; the sight of him is enough usvally to keep
the job ued up.

But in this strike, the banners and pickets
have a twofold task: not only to keep the job
tied up, but equally important, to publicize to
the entire public the fact that the job is tied up,
and why it is tied up. That requires not only
tens of thousands of pickets and banners, but a
kind of banner that is not ordinarily used by the
building trades unions: big signs explaining to
the public just what the union demands are and
why they are justified.

Secondly, these pickets and banners must be
backed up by—

Loads of Publicity

Massed, organized public opinion will win tias
strike : the first step to organize that opinion is to
tic up the projects; the next step is to explain,
explain, explain. To depend upon the daily eapi-
talist press to provide the public with informa-
tion about the strike and the issues mvolved
would be fatal to the outcome of the strike. It
is unfortunate that the labor press is so small,
without daily papers, etc. In moments like this,
one realizes how organized labor penalizes itself
by failing to build a real daily press. For the
emergency, this lack must be made up for.

It can be made up for by 1ssuing millions of
leaflets and distributing them to the general
public, by special editions of local labor papers,
by buying radio time for union broadecasts, by
strikers” specches on every possible street cor-
ner, 1',1:,.' :;ruiﬁ'mg sound trucks, h."" house-to-house
distribution of posters and stickers to be dis-
played in windows facing the streets indicating
that that family is sympathetic to the strike—in
a word, by _3" the avenues of publicity alr:,-.;-urrlr'
well-tested by the progressive sections of the
labor movement.

These are ways to assure the success of the
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W.P A, strikers.

There are other ways, too. There is notably
the question of connecting up the demands of
the building trades workers on W.P.A. with
the desires and needs of the—

Unskilled Workers

The unskilled workers, on the same projects,
are today largely unorganized. Top pay for the
unskilled is about $35 a month, not enough to
live on by a long shot. These laborers are hungry
for organization, and the building trades unions
have a responsibility toward them. Their sup-
port is needed, not so much to tic up the projects
perhaps, but certainly in order to win the wide-
spread sympathy without which the strike can-
not win. If Congress can be forced to amend
the W.F.A. laws so as to provide the prevailing
wage rate, it can also be forced to amend the
laws so as to provide better wages for the un-
skilled workers.

If the building trades unions understand the
strategical needs of a political strike, we are sure
that they will come to understand the pressing
need of linking their demands with those of the
unskilled workers.

Meanwhile, more power to the strike!

Aping Their Brothers

This past week the British government in
India adopted, by decree, a series of laws strictly
regulating the activities of any foreigner W]m
comes to India.

Visitors must register with the police as they
move about from place to place; they must con-
vince the British that they come only as tourists
or on business; they can stay only for a maxi-
mum of 3 months.

And these are the same Britishers who talk
about fighting for democracy! If a visitor as
much as shakes hands with an Indian nationalist
who 15 hghting for the freedom of his country
from British rule he can be kicked out as an
undesirable clement.

Doesn't all of this have a familiar air about it?
lsn't this business of passing laws by decree,
preventing people from moving about except
under the eyes of the police, ete., quite famibar
to all of us?

When we condemn the German and ltalian
brutal dictatorships let's not forget the dirty
work of these British imperialists in their col-
onies. They are doing their best to ape and out-
strip the fascists when it comes to the denial of
vlementary rights.

But all the King's horses and all the King's
men cannot prevent the 400,000,000 people of
the Indian Empire from carrying on their battle
for independence and freedom from the British
imperialists.

Labor Looks Through
The Press

By Arthur Hopkins

Page the Relief Administration—Under the head-
line. “Here's something college vouths have over-
looked,” a U.P. digpateh tells how a 5l-year-old
Lineoln, Mebraska, world war veteran has solved
not only the grasshopper bul the problem of hu-
man existence. He ecarries a butterfly net and is
thus able to catch 250 grasshoppers daily which
he eats raw. His theory is that they are not only
edible bub dellelous.
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France plans to consiroel o submarine to re-
place the Phenix, which sank recently with a loas
of 61 lives. Gad! What magnificent spirit those
French bosses display—with the lives of other per-
BOTIS,

A committee of the Uniled Blind Workers of
Minnesota will meet with the executive board of
the Minneapolis Central Labor Upion fo plan o
campaign to alleviate the living conditions of blind
workers of the city and state. Some Minneapolis
workers may be blind, but they're not dumb.

™ - &

Bull-etin—="Businessz is fundamentally and neces-
sarily moral as a condition of its own existence,”
savs Henry Pord's own mouthpiece, W, J. Camer-
on. He asszailed “erack-brained” leaders ““who
preach to gullible people that business is naturally
evil and necessarily predatory.”

8 Fl L]

Judge W, Calvin Chesnul, MNew York Federal
District judge, declares that the case of Judge
Martin T. Manton, found guilty of accepting bribes
and sentenced to two years in prigon, i unprece-
dented in the 1530-year history of Americanm juris-
prudence. You bet it's unprecedented. He was not
only canght, but actually sentenced to prisonl

Several thousand bankers attending a conven-
tion of the Minnesota Bankers Association at St.
Paul met the secret gervice in the person of John
. Voss, agent in charge of the Wisconsin district.
The . 5 Sccret Service is composed of quiet,
efficient fellows whose duty it is to protect the
president, to make life miserable for eounterfeit-
ers, and who investigate and stifle all kinds of
attempts to defrand the gowvernment, Well, John,
what are you walling for?

= L] -

Look who's talking!—Jdohn €, Gall, counsel for
the Mational Associafion of Manufacturers, charges
that the Mational Labor Relations Board *'. . . has
b#en hostile to employvers . . . have viplated many
elementary principles of fair play, and that they
have not only not contributed to a reduction of
the valume of labor dispubtes, but have in fact sown
the seeds of future diseord.'”

Horror lem: T, 8. Attorney General Frank
Murphy believes the LaFollettes of Wisconsgin are
“the best politieal stock in the nation.'

#

By REUTH JEFFREY
Couched though they are in
conservative figures and con-
zervative phrases, the facts
which the United States Hous-
ing Authority has picked up in
its surface-scratching “'slum-
clearance” campalgn  {(and
which it will mail free to any-
one) present a shocking pie-
Eure,

If we could see the entire
country from coast to coast in
hird's eye view, nearly one-
half of itz populated surface—
or as the Presldent would have
it, “one-third"—would look like

the population, pale, underfed,
dizeased, fights & losing battle
ggrinst & plague of cock-
roaches, bed-bugs and lice, and
lives In daily embitlered inti-
inacy with armies of rats.
In thess blighted areas live
the American masses — the
“free American people,”” Here
flourishes the Ameriean Home
in (almost) all the touching
beputy of a woman's magazine
editorial. Here are concelved
the under-privileged youth who
fill our schools, streets, fac-
tories and employment agen-
CHEs,
N WONDER EPFIDEMICS
START IN THE SLUMS

MNote an ineidental footnote in
a government bulletin on health
ounditions in glum areas:
“The newspapers recently
reported & particularly dram-
atic example of the fact that
old frame bufldings are often
infested with vermin, beyvond
hope or pogsibility of extermin-
ption, The Syracuse Housing
Authority iz In process of de-
molishing sewveral blocks of
slums prepatatory to putting
up a large housing project with
U8 H.A. assitance, Demolition
has actually been delayed by
the pressing problem of what
to do about the rats. I is esli-
rated there are hall a million
rats in the area as a whole (200
per former ccoupant]) and that
Fil will cost $500 & block to get
ric of them and thus prevent
neighboring areas from becom-
ing doubly infested. Mo wonder
cpidemics start in the slums!'”

Bad conditions are admitted
to be of nation-wide prevalenco
and not at all confined to large
cities, In a national health sur-
Puooy, Overcrowding and Sani-
Lation™, the following concli-

a hideous running sore, whera|.

mon was recorded, as of 1936: |

“Overcrowding was not con-
fined to cities of any particular
gize, It prevailed in  small
cities, as well as in those with
a population of 500,000 or more.
In the Central reglon owver-
crowding among families in
small eities was almost A%
great as in the large cities,
while in the West cities with a
population of less thmn 25,000
averaged a slightly greater de-
pree of overcrowding than the
larger cities in this area. In the
South overcrowding was tha
greatest o the smaller cities
. Regardless of the size and
incation of the eity, relief and
low income familles freguent-
Iy shared a haliway toilel or an
outalde privy.”

FACTS ARE
AN INDICTMENT

A government summary of
this survey indicates that ser-
ious overcrowding and Inade-
cuate toilet facilities were not
the only fallings investigators
nbserved in these slum-dwell-
biges, despite their precccupa-
tion with those two factors. The
summary ends:

“The housing information
collected in the Health Survey
af the 7. 5. Public Health Ser-
viee was confined exclusively
to the problem of overcrowding
and to the adegquacy of toileb
facilities. It «id not take into
pocount the many other aspects
of deficient housing. such as
the use of one room as & COM-
hined kitchen, dining roorm, Iiv-
ing room and bathrpom. Con-
gestion in the halls and on the
sireets, lack of adequate venti-
Iation, absence of sunlight, in-
sufficient natural or artificial
illumination, dilapidation of
buildings. and fire and other
hazards were mnoft recorded.
The Public Heglth Service in-
dicated, howewer, the close re.-
lationship of these factors to
pocidents, infectious disenses
and normal growin of chil-
dren.” Mavbe it is not an acei-
dent that these new national
reports confine themselves to
one or two factors at a time,
All factars, surveyved in ope
paper, might produce a more
damning document than any
capitalist government would
dare issue to its citlzens.

CGoing a little more deeply in-
to the depths of the slums, one
| beeomes aware of a carefully

In the Disease Ridden Slums We

See an Indictment of Boss Rule

The Facts Collected by the Housing Authority, Though
Only Partial, Present a Damning Picture of Vermin In-
fested Slums in Which “One-Third-of-a-Nation” Lives

snftpedalled fact. The very
waorst slims are mare than pro-
portionately filled with MNegroes
pnd assistance is far less than
proportionately meted out to
them. Where assistance does
reach them facts such as these
are uncovered:

“In one tepement house just
demolished on  the Bedford
Dwelllngs Site of the Housing
Authority of the City of Pitts-
burgh, the notorious Wesley
Row tenement, twenty-four MNe-
gro families were living. There
were no bathing or sanltary
facilities whatever: there were
three disgracefu] ouwtdoor todl-
ets for all twenty-four families;
the sixty-four children scram-
hied owver rank weeds and
heaps of rubbish; and ong 9-
member family occupled a
single  room, Unfortunately,
Wesley Row is not the only rot-
tenn slum dwelling occupied by
Negroes—or whites either, for
that matter. Forty percent of
Pittsburgh's dwellings are sub-
standard in the sense that they¥
peed some form of major re-
padr.

CONDEMNS NEGROES

TO DISEASE, DEATH

Unless special public
measures are extended and
ridical health measures are ap-
plied, it does not seem likely
that the Negro group in Pitts-
burgh will grow appreciably by
natural increase. The hirth rats
is nol sufficient to offset the
high death rate, In 1933 HMHe-
proes, belng 8.2 percent of the
lotal population in this  city,
ruffered 14 percent of all the
deaths, 15 percent of infant
deaths, 24 percent of the deaths

from pneumonia, and no less |

than 35 percent of the deaths
from tuberculosis.'

These few quotations just
serateh the surface, The story
of how tens of milllons of
Americans really live in this
land of freedom and opportu-
nily has stlll largely to be fold.
It is obvious that the Unilted
Binles Housing Kuthority,
which iz abt best, by itz own
figures, helping only 4 percent,
the “aristocracy™ of slum-
dwellers, certainly will not
solve the housing question. On-
Iy the slum-dwellers — that s,
the, masses themselves—when
they organize the power that is
theirs, only they can help them-
selves,

{Coaniinged from Page 11
Hodson—one Roosevell's direct
lieutenant and the other an ar-
dent MNew Dealer associated
with Mayor La Guardia—the
sirike aotion meant a head-on
colllsion between the labor
raovement and the Roosevelk
administration,

Indicating his understanding
of the poliflcal nature of the
sirike, President Murray in his
interview with the press de-
cimred: ““The best way o pro-
test is to carry through the
kind of action we have just en-
gorsed. The only people who
can change this law are the
neople who made it"—that is,
Congress and President Roose-
velt, agalnst whom the strike is
Ingically directed.

WON LAST
W.F.A, STRIKE

In grim answer to a ‘question
from a reporter whether he be-
lMeved the strike would be suc-
cessful, Murray replied: “This
iz our second experience with
thie W.P.A. on the matiter of the
prevaliling wage. The last
sirike, in 1035, lasted six weeks
end proved successful in main-
taining the prevalling wage
1ate."”

In a resolution adopied by the
huilding trades 1:;1'.1-'um:I]lr ihe
presidents of all Internatlonal
unions were oalled upon to
adopt “ways and means' of
having the Roosevelt-Woodrum
Law amended, in order (o “pre-
venl speh an atrocious measure
from tempiing private Industrey
to follow fthe attempt of the
Works Frogress Administra-
tiom, Im preventing bollding

i WARe rate comparable with
the American standard of liv-
ing."

| special  committees—in  actu-
ality strike commitlees—with-
{in each borough under the jur-
| isdiction of the council,

|  Pickeling was to begin Fri-

! day.
Told by newspapermen that.
Cal, Brehon Somervell, M. Y.

local W.P.A. administrator, had

trades workers from receiving |

The resolution also sel up:

L ———————

apnounced earlier in the day
Lhat “'if the AP L. doesn't want
to work for Lhe government,
that’'s its business,”” Murray
countered: “When the W.P.A.
wants competent men on its
projects, it appeals to the un-
lon.” All construction projects
will have to shut down, “Labor-
ors cannot  wark i skilled
craftsmen are off the job,"™
|Murray pointed out. “'There are
vsually four or five laborers at-
tached to one skilled unfon me-
chanie.”

Asked by the newspapérmen
coming from Murray's office
what would happen in the event
of a prolonged strike, Somer-
vell handed them a telegram
from Col. F. C. Harrington, na-
tinnal W.P.A. adminlstrator, or-
dering dismissal of all men ab-
senl from the job for five con-
secutive days.

NO RELIANCE ON
CAPITALIST PRESS

The issues in this sirike are
clearly defined, and if the labor
movement does noi depend on
ithe capitalist press to provide
the public with the necessary
information, bot issues leaflets
in the millions o explain its
sland, overwhelming public
opinion will back the bullding
trades workers in forcing Con-

L3

New York WPA Building Workers
Ready for ““Strike to the Finish”

hours to be worked by the rest
would mare than fill the gap
they left. In other words, if the
present law remains in effect,
half the building trades work-

¢rs employved up to July 1°

would be {ired, For the present
law forces the skilled worker
te work twice or more hours
per month than formerly for
less wages. A typleal example
iz ane category, under which
skilled mechanics are now to
waork 120 hours of work for
§85.20 as compared to the pre-
viouws rate of S84 for 42 hours,
Mearly three times as many
hours of work!

DANGEROUS
FRECEDENT

That would not only mean
that at least halfl the skilled
workers would be dropped
from W.P.A. but also that the
remaining men would receive
substantial cuts in their actual
income.

But over and above these
vicious effects of the new law
iz the dangerous pfﬁﬂl‘:l:ll!-ﬂt
provided by Lhe government
ter wage-cutting employers,
For years it had besn univer-
sally recognized and admitted
by government officials that
wWage rates pald by government

ppencles, whether regular |

agencles or the PW.A. or

gress o amend the Roosevelf-
Woodrom Law.

The crux of the-matter was
admitted by Administrator
Somervell himself, when he|
stated that most of the men on |
sitike the [first day—Wednes-'
dav—woild not have o be re-
placed because the lengthened

INFORMAL HOUSE
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W.P.A., constitute a “'floar™
for wages in private industries.
Wherever government agencies
have for long succeeded in pay-
ing a certain rate of wages,
IJ-!"I‘-'H-L& industry gencrally
t=nds to approximate the same
rate of wages,

The Eoosevell - Woodrum
cdict is, therefore, a terrible
blow against the wage rates of
gkilled workers everywhere, di-
recily, and indirectly against
the wage rates of all workers.
That is the tremendous signifi-
camce of the fighlt mow being
waged by the buoilding trades
unions—a fight to prevent the
government from opening the
sluice gates fo wage-culting,
hour-inereasing and mass fir-
ings on W.P.A, and private in-
dustiry alike,
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TUESDAY, _IUL"r' 11,

IN THIS
CORNER

———_ﬂy Max Shachtman——

The action of the Stalinist youth organization's
representatives on the resolutions dealing with
“dictatorship'™ at the American Youth Congress,
offers & significant commentary on the develop-
ment of the Communisi Party line, and om pol-
ities in general,

The Stalinists began, a few years ago, to deck
themselves out in “democratic’ garments for a
very deliberate and well-thought-out purpose, The
wild-eyed adventurism of the ""Third Period”™ had
ended in disaster. The hope that friendly relations
could be maintained with the Hitler regime, on the
basis of Russia's (and the Comintern's) traditional
hostility to the Versailles Treaty, was speedily dis-

pelled by the Mazis® belligerent avowal of designs
upon Soviei territory. With the signing of the
Franco-Soviet pact, the Seventh Congress of the
Comintern In 1935 decreed that henceforward Bol-
shevism was equivalent to support of class col-
Inboration, o passionate attachment to democ-
racy' and a holy war agalnst fasclsm.

How Serious the Change

Virtually at & stroke, the workers were denied
both their independent and their leading roles and
assigned the part of voting angd fighting cattle of
the "democratic”™ bourgesizie, The French Stalin-
ists resurrected Joan of Are and Browder re-dis-
covered his childhood affinity for George Wash-

ington, and Thomas Jefferson and that other Great -

American, the Pourth of July spieler. Communism’
became Twentieth-Century Amerlcanism, Roosge-
vielt the ftoreh-bearer of Progress, and all CP.
members—yvehement Democrats, *

How was thiz drastic change of policy earried
through so easily in the C.FP.7 In the first place, it
was not so easy. How many members quit the
parly in disgust will not be known for a long time,
because published figures are nol yet available,
But it iz no exaggeretion to say that those mem-
bers who did swallow the new line did =0 bhecanse
it was whisperingly explained to them that it was
not. to be taken seriously,

Mot to be taken serlously? Exactly. We don't be-
liewe in this *‘democracy'" stuff, It goes without
saying. but it ought to make us popular with a lot
of people and gain us a large number of recruits
and sympathizers. And, once we have won them
on that basis, why, it should be & simple matter to
teach them to be “real reds.” At the same time, it
will take the edge off bourgeois criticlem and at-
tack. and enable us to penetrate into ecircles that
wolld otherwise be clozed to us, Our ““democratic'”
pretensions will be, so0 to say, the Trojan horse
which will be innocently allowed to enter into the
very hearl of the masses and within which will be

coneented aur “revolutionary't ideas. This is not

fantastic speculation; it is substantially how Dim-
itroff outlined the strategy of the Stalinista at the
Seventh C.I. Congress: it s how it was explained
for a long time, with a knowing wink, by rank and’
file communisis,

Apart from all other consideratlons, the main
trouble with thizs cunning scheme was that it was
conceived in violation of the laws of nature and of
politics. Mo matter how clever and staunch its
originators may bave thought themselves, no mat-
ter how sure the sincere rank and filer was that he
would remaln, in his heart of hearts, a real revoiu-
tionist and that he would ““come out with it as
soon the situation warranted throwing off the
shrewd dizsguise—the murderous logic of the posi-
tion adopted developed with full and predictable -
Torce,

Even though he still belleved he was playing an
astute game, still deceiving both the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat, Browder let more of the cat
out of the bag than he thought when he testified be-
fore the McNaboe investigating commitiee in New
York. Quite rightly — at least in one sense — he
pointed out that it is impossible to reconcile the
accusation of hidden revolutionary aims writh the
fact that the people recruited by the C.P. nown-
u_:ia:rs #re won Lo its fold by the emphasis on cap-
italist Democracy and the need of preserving it.
But he was right in only one sense; and wrong in
another, namely, in that he seeretly believes that
if it is ever declded to make another *“left turn' in
policy, all those recruited by the C.P, on the “"dem-
ocratic’™ basis will string along merely because
Browder's apparatus so decrees,

The Logic of Politics

There is & logic in political lines that no person, -

ne movement can escape. Once the Stalinists took
their “democratic’ course, they were confronted
with such widespread skeptitism that, ever gince,
they have had to spend most of their time going

to the most radical extremes in order to prove.

their “sincerity.”” Where the ordinary bourgeois
politician, for example, merely states his patriot-
ism, the Stalinists find themselves compelled to
shriek to the pitch of blatant chauvinism. Where
an ordinary bourgeols democrat merely states, in
a quiet and unostentatious manner, that he iz not
a believer in dictatorship or fascism, the Stalinists
are now compelled to eat course after eourse of
crow and even to denounce communism and dics

tatorship in the same breath with fascism and
Mazigm,

That's the meaning of the ignominious, self-hu- :
miliating posturing of the Stalinists at the Amer-

ican Youth Congress. To prove that they were not
reds, Lhat they were blown-in-the-bottle democrats,

they were forced to vote for a resolution which, in

sum and substapce, places communism in the

same bag with fascism, Hitler's regime, Musso- -

lini's regime, were dencunced in the same terms
as Stalin’s regime and, for that matter, the regime
of Lenin in the early years of the rew'lut.in:m For,

as we understand it, in those years at least both
Lenin and Stalin called the Soviet republic a die-
tatorship of the proletariat.

“Be it resolved that this Congress of youth
record its opposition te all forms of dictatorship,
regardless of whether they be communist, fascist,
Nazi or any other type, or bear any other name."

That's the resgolution Gil Green,

able? Yes, yves, but literally true nonetheless, Farh
more unbelievable is the fact that his organization
still bears the name *communist.™ £

We have said for some time: There is mﬂﬂa’
communist about the Communist party except its

name. How long will we have to wait before W
comes possible to drop thoze last three wu:ﬂﬁ e

_I.|_H‘_IIH_I'|i

boss of tha ;
Young Communist League voted for. Unbeliev. .
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