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TUESDAY, JULY 11, 1939

.........

By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

For four days I have spent most of my wak-
ing hours—and a few of the sleeping hours
as well'—at Trving Plaza listening in on the

“gecond national convention of the Soecialist

. Workers Party. Although I am not a member
of the S.W.P., as a regular contributor to the
Appeal, I was invited to sit in on the sessions.
It was an enlightening, and heartening, ex-
perience,

From the convention I carried away chiefly
.an impression of youth—the average age of
the delegates was announced as twenty-aight
and a half years—and seriousness. This was
fo convention of middle-aged cafeteria-table
Marxiets, splitting fine points of dialectics over
the coffee cups. In fact, the convention seemed
to indicate that the 5W.P. has struck 1tz roots
far deeper into the American working class
than I had supposed. These were for the most
part working class leaders—in steel, in auto,
in rubber, in the maritime field, among the
unemployed. There were also, of course, &
‘number of middle-class delegates as well—
teachers, journalists, even an accountant or
two.

But whatever thelr class origin, the dele-
gates all quite clearly took with the utmost
seriousness the sharpening cerists of American
capitalism and the imminent threat of war,
The high point of the convention, in many
ways, was Cannon's brilliant speech on the
war question, and the dizcussion from the floor
that followed it

The convention revolved around a central
axiz: the problem of changing the 2.W.P. from
a propaganda-discussion sect into & Mass par-
ty, how to turn the party's face toward the
masses, The level of the discusszion was &%-
tremely high, and a great many excellent sug-
gestions and lluminating bits of data came
from the delegates” comments. So far as [
could see, the sessions were conducted 1n com-
pletely democratic faghion. I was particularly
interested in the discussion on the press, with
its constant hammering on the point that the
Appeal must be written In simpler language,
that its articles must be shorter, more Ccon-
crete, and that it must be changed from a
lournal of comment into what Burnham ealled
o camprign paper”. concentrating its fire on

ceertain definite objectives. Much the best sug-
gestion seemed to me to be that there should
be more letters and news stories from work-
ers in the field, and less journalistic comment
 written in the editorial office. The responsibll-
ft¥ for the lack of original materlal from the
field is hard to place. The Appeal staff pointed
out that their correspondents out of New York
just didon't write in usable stuff, while, on the
other hand, comrades from Chicago and from

™ Bt Paul charged that the Appeal had failed to
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“print what they had sent in. Whatever the rea-
gons, the lack of first-hand stories from the

A field is the glaring weakness of the Appeal

today,

'Two Dangers

The convention illustrated pretty well the
two preat dangers in this transformation of
the 5 W.P. into a mass party. On the one hand,
there are still some bad hangovers from the
old propaganda-sect days, not so much in the
rank and file as in the top leadership, The ses-
sionsg, for example, all began from forty-five
minubes to almost two hours late, On Tuesday,
the last day when many extremely important
itermns on the agenda had not vet been taken up,
the session, scheduled for ten a.m,, did not
hegin until ten minutes to twelve, Az 4 result,
the unemployment discussion was cub 56 short
as to be aof litle value, and the convention
never did get around to several important
items on the agenda. There was not the slight-
est reason, except sloppy management, that
the report on unemployment could not have
been presented as scheduled at ten.

T am told that at the last convention, in
Chicago, meetings began promptly on time,
The atmosphere of New York doesn’l seem to
demoralize the bourgenisie—so far as I Know,
banks open promptly at nine and cloze
promptly at three, and directors” meetings be-
gin on the dol—but it has a terrible effect on
the leaders of the 5.W.P.

In the old days, punctuality was a minor
virtue: it didn't make much difference wheth-
er an all-day discussion on the nature of the
Boviet state began on the minute or not. But
in an active mass party, punctuality is a min-
mum requirement, How can people make a
revolution who can't even make an appolnt-
rient?

The ather danger comes from just the oppo-
sile quarter. If the top leadership s, under-
standably engugh. not yet free of the attitudes
of the old dizcussion-group davs, the new rank-
and-flle is open to another disease, It was ex-
pressed in more than one eontempiuous alla-
sion to “petty bourgeois intellectuals™. It also
came oul in a tendency to sef the rest of the
country in opposition to MNew York City—a
falze and fatal antagonism. Several speakers
seemed to think of Wew York as a nest of ster-
ile, isolated, long-haired and long-winded in-
tellectuals for whom every honest worker can
have nothing but contempt. This anti-intellec-
tual, antl-New ¥ork attitude—which unhappily
finds some real justification in the hangovers
from the part¥’s sectarian past I have men-
tioned above—seems to me to be the rankest
gort of Phillstinism, I see nothing immoral
about bralns, On the contrary, a party obvi-
ously needs all the brains, both practical and
theoretical, it ean command. To damn all the-
oretical intelligence because intellectuals have
their typlieal weaknesses, is to throw oul the
baby with the bath.

It remains to he seen whether these defecis
will be remedied. The intelligence and serlous-
ness of the delegates, and their closeness to

the masses—all this seems to promise that
they will,

.MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

- OUT OF THE PAST

-By EMANUEL GARRETT

L =
WILLIAM MOERIS®
iMarch 24, 1834—0ctober 3, 1856)

William Morris became a Soclalist at the
age of 49,

At this time Morris was already famous as
one of the outstanding poets of England. He
was also widely known as an artist who had
revived a dozen different art-crafis—f{ine
printing, tapestries, fextile designing, house-
hold decoration, ete. He was wealthy and re-
spected.

¥et, at the height of his career, Morris as-
tonished hiz friends and “'the public™ by cast-
ing his lof with a small obscure polilical group
and throwing his enormous energies, as well
a5 his wealth and reputation, into their work,
This group was the ploneer organization of the
Eritish Marxists, the Social Democratic Fed-
led by H. M. Hyndman,

4 + Not a Dabbler in Socialism

Morris joined the 5.D.F. in 1883, His artistic
friends thought he joined as an arbist dabbling
in politlics as a diversion. But Morris socon
ghowed he was no mere dabbler in Socialism.

A He joined the movement as a rank-and-file
¢~ Jimmy Higgins. For two years—during which

* Hig“literary work lapsed—he erowded his days
 with street-corner speaking in Hyde Park and
in the proletarian gquarters of London. He

i galled it “‘street-preaching’” and he painfully

sought to develop himsell as a Socialist agita-

o tor for the masses of workers, He was a fre-

quent speaker before workers' groups, and on
" oocasion his reputation gained him entree (o

" middle class organizations where he lectured

~ the white-collar audiences on the necessity of
working-class socialism, He was involved in

- the Trafalgar Square riot of the late 1880's.

It was agalnst his own desire that he was
drafted onto the leadership of the 8.D.F. and
s became 4 member of its executive committes,
for he himself recognized that his bent lay in

"\ - the direction of propaganda work among the

masses. Moreover, he cheerfully admitted that

: * he knew little of Socialist theory. And this in-

'deed was one of the reasons for his split with
. Hyndman and the S.D.F.

Morris was second in prominence only to
Hiymdman in the ranks of the Federation, but
he- found that he could not work with Hynd-
. man. For that matter, neither could anyone
elze: for Hyndman brooked no division of his
meontrolled power over the organization. This
urce of friction was complicated by the ex-
Aztenee of an anarchist wing of the Federa-

| tion, which in 1885 broke away to form the

CEwocialist League.
“ Morris went along with the Socialist League,
and became one of its leaders, in spite of the

- fact that he disagreed with the anarchists’

*This column on Willlam Morris is contrib-
utgd by Hal Draper. Readers who wish to
_giibmit columns on Men and Women of Labor
I.m urged to do so0.

ldeas. It was not long, therefore, before he
found himself in opposition in the Socialist
League also, and in 1889 he retired to form a
Socialist propaganda group, the Hammersmith
Socialist Society, To the end of his days, how-

ever, he remained an ardent advocate of the
Socialist ideal,

Perhaps no one who has attempted to depict
the achievement of that ideal has drawn as
attractive a picture of the future Socialist so-
clety ms has Morris, in his "News from MNo-
where," Within his limitations, of course.
Hnowing little of the economic end of the
Soclalist transformation of soclety, he empha-
sized another angle. This was that the new
world would be a place where the beauty and
pleasure of labor could be developed, where
cultural advance and the flowering of the hu-
man personality would no longer be hampered
by the shackles of capitalism, where art would
noe longer be something appreciated only by
highbrows but where it would become an art
for the masses and by the masses,

Morris's “Chants for Socialists,” in which
he turned his poetic powers to the service of
the movement, are also stlll well worth read-
ing by workers today,

“Art for the Masses!"” .

Why i the name of Willlam Morris, which
ligures so prominently in the history of Eng-
lish literature, alse remembered by the So-
cialigta?

Today., when the “‘cultural fromt™ and the
“intellectual periphery'" of the revolutionary
movement are terms that are bandied about,
it iz important to point out that Willlam Mor-
ris was, if not the first, one of the first artists
o join the Soclalist movemenit BECAUSE he
was an artist, not TN SPITE OF that fact.

Morris's soecial and political consclousness
was [irgt awakened by his realization that
capitalism was not only harmful to the masses
who lived in poverty, but also to the develop-
ment of art and the beauty of Uie, How could
art be healthy when the great mass of human
beings had to spend every waking moment
thinking of bread and butter, and when only
the social parasites could afford to indulge in
“patronizing'” art? The result was & parasitic
art, which was bound to reflect the degenera-
tlon of boss-class society,

TArt for the masses!” was the slogan of
Willam Morris. He serves to remind us that
the ultimate aim of socialism is not merely to
azsure bread mnd securlty to the worker—that
is only the first step—but to make the world
a more beautiful place to live in,

After all, is It not a most crushing condem-
nation of capltalism to realize that after all
the ages, the most important problem that
gtill faces mankind is the same as that which
faces the lowest animal—how to get the dally
mouthiul of food . "x;?
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New Deal

A. F. L. Head Raps

Ruling

On W. P. A. Strikers

(Continued from FPage 1)
the syatem which obtaing in
Mazl Germany and which even
vou, Mr. Hodszon, regardless of
what you evidently privately
think aboub the MNazl set-up,
cdare not publicly and openly
approve,

“T swould remind you, honor-
able Commissioner, that the on-
ly difference beftween the Nazl

now face through a eombina- |
tion of Congressional action
and your vile roling is that the
Mazis hawve concentration
camps for those who refuse to
lower their standards to an in-
decent level, with the compen-
sating facltor, however, that ew-
en in the concentration camps
food is not generally denled to
the poor vicilms held there,

that In our nation, a= in others,
it iz not and has not been for
centuries the practice to refuse

inals.

syvastem and the syslem thal we |

“I would also remind wyou

Unemployment a Crime?
“UTnder your inberpretation
of your duty, as you see it de-
||:E.tt‘.|t- American citizens whaose
only crime seems to be the in.
ability to find non-existent em
poyment in private industry
are to be placed In a calegory
below that of murderers,
thieves and other felons of the
worst sort,

“Wr. Hodson, vour actlon is
| absolutely without a scintilla of
justificafion. Your edict iz a
challenge to all those who sin-
cerely believe in decent Amer-
ican standards of Uving.

“In taking thizs action wyou
have earned, as you so richly
degerve, the contempt of awv-
ery right-thinking American in
the City of New York."

Hodson's threat was reported
in the press as follows:

“wWelfare Commissioner Hod-
nen lost no time In announcing
that persons who refused to ac-
cept the 'seab” wages fixed by

fuod even to the worst of crim- | Congress would not get home

redief."”

WORKERS’ FORUM|

NEW OFFICERE DON"T GO
OVER WITH LOCAL 117

Dear Comrade:

The spirit of revolt among
the cloak-makers which led to
the sweeping of the entrenched
padministration out of office
manifested itself at the instal-
lation rally of the new officers
recently. For the first time in
vears the president of the In-
ternational was interrupted,
heckled, jeered and finally
forced to stop his soeech.

It was a strange meeling In
many respects. The Tlower-be-
decked platform contrasted
strangely with the tense mood
ol the audience, The officials
of the wnion parading on it felt
themselves at the merey of the
rank and file, ©One after an-
other the ousted officials of
Local 117 ran the gauntlet of
frany and derlslon, The apolo-
getie speech of exX-manager
Levy did not save him. The de-
feated chairman of the Local,
FZuckerman, who started out
innocently, *““The past eight
yvears in which I held office
were the happiest vears in my
life,” was Interrupted by gen-
ergl laughter and the question
“How much did you get a
week?""

The biggest “reception” was
saved for president David Du-
binsky when he tried to explain
sway the plight of the cloak-
mekers by government statis-
ties. Bome of these flgures were

are 7000 ecloak makers in
Brooklyn and 5000 in the ad-
inining area working for the
Mew York jobbers at half the
wages that the New York work-
er gets. This explains why the
seazons last only a couple of
weeks, that is, the jobbers need
the New York shops during the
rush perlod only when the out-
af-town shops cannot take care
aof the arders.
The uproar started when he
quoted the Labor-Board that
the cloak makers have the high-
est. hourly earnings in  the
country. ““What about antual
earnings' was the general cry.
The unemployed cloak makers
and the semi-unemployed were
in no mood to listen to the apol-
erpetics of unlon leaders whom
they hold responsible for thelir
plight. Dublnsky, rattled and
dizeoncerted, stopped in the
middle of a sentence, packed
hiz papers and asked the secre-
tary to crll the roll of the elect-
ed officers, He returned after
a couple of minutes this time
without his papers to give sorme
free advice to the new officials.
The extent of the revolt was

watchful eve on him all the
taEre.
Member of LLG.W.TI.
- - -

THE CASE OF A
JOBLESS WORKER

Dear Comrades:

I have just retarned from o
itrip as a member of a griev-
tnce committee from what my
"worker friends tell me was
CGermany, and my well-to-do
friends tell me was Doylestown
Bucks ©County, one of the
wealthiest  countles in the
United States, Bristol, which is
its largest town, is the home of
patriotie Joe Grundy, former
U. 5. Senator, President of the
Pennsylvania Manufacturers"
Ascociation and owner of the
largest mill in the county.
Grundy aslwayvs has the wel-
fare of his workers at heart
and keeps wateh over them for
fear that they will earn too

i much and then g0 out and eat

s0 much that their stomachs
are llable to swell to such pro-
portions that Uncle Joe would
be eompelled to shell out a Tew
pennies to Inerease the slze of
his factories s0 as {o house
these expanded constitutions,
Very benevolent fellow, this Un-
cle Joe, He just recently do-
rabed 55,0600 to his staunch Re-
publican friends for the good

very instruetive, ¢.g. that there,

revealed by Dubinsky when he
zaid the figures of the elections
zhow that & shift of a few hun-
dred votes could have brought
an entirely new administration.
Az it stands now, part of the
administration slate was elect-
ed, Also some disgruntled un-
fon officials and of bureaucrats
who saw In which direction the
wind was blowing and joined
the opposition. The rank and
fite elements who were thea
driving force behind the oppo-
zitlon movement were nosed
out by & few score voles, Pres-
ident Dubinsky congratulated
himself on that fact,

The meeting ended with the
speech of the newly elected
manager Kaplan., He was not
recelved over-enthusisnstically
but the workers are willing to
give him a chance to see whal

he can do while they keep a

-
X
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work that they are doing in the
county and the state of Penn-

| s¥lvania.

The place we visited is called
mi asslstance offfce, where we
took up the ease of Mr, Plafi,
a f[armer, cigarmaker. and
coneéert wviolinist, who gradu-
ated from Pennavlvania State
College with special mention of
his proficiency In Tile Drain-
pEe, Beekeeping, Slla's, Com-
mercinl  FPrult  and Potato
growing and Poullry kKeeping.

Evicted fromn Farm

This man, & Republican,
ztarted to work in a clgar fac-
tory at the age of thirteen and
waorked at the trade for seven-
feen years, saved his money
and bought a farm, In 1925 he
planted 973 fruit trees. In 1932
he sold 3528 baskets of peaches,
JIn 1834 a0 Democratic poll-
tician appeared and repre-
sented himself as a Secret Ser-
vice Agent trying to find out
why the f[armers are losing
their farms. He got all the in.
formation he wanted, and then
lefk.

About six weeks later he ap-
peared again and ordered Mr.
Ffaff off his farm because he
satd that he had bought the
farm. Mr. Pfaff refused to
lrave. The next day thizs man
appeared again with & 325
pound bully and gave Mr.
Pialf a clubbing, then went and
had Mr., Pfaff arrested and
thrown in jsil for seven days
without the benefit of counsel
or bail. Mr. Pfaff was then
told by the authorities that he
had to go to the poorhouse or
else they would zend him to the
Tngane Asvium, He preferred
the poorhouse from which he
egcaped several days later.
While in jail they tried to sell
him dope and lguor,

Denicd Relief

Mr. Pfaff has tried to get re-
lief since 1836, But the only an-
gwer he got was that he should
live off somebody else, and
that because a4 lunacy commis-
sion had examined him, he
could not get rellef, He tried to
et an appointment to sec the
Head Director without an ap-
pointment, with several pret-
ty girls trying to bar his way
by hanging on to his coat-tails.

He talked to the Director, but
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"SWP and Negro Work"’

‘Resolution Adopted by the National Convention

The American Negroes, for centurles the
most oppressed section of American soclety
and the most diseriminated against, are po-
tentlally the most revolulicnary element of
the popalation, They are designated by their
whole historical past to be, under adequate
leadership, the very vanguard of the proletar-
tan revolution. The neglect of Megro work, and
of the Negro gquestion by the party is, there-
fore, a very disquieting zign. The 8. W.P. must
recognize that itz attitude to the Negro ques-
tion iz crucial for its fulure development,
Hitherto the party has been based mainly on
privileged workers and groups of isolated in-
tellectuals, Unless it can find s way to the
great masses of the underprivileged, of whom
the Negroes constliute so important a section,
the broad perspectives of the permanent revy-
olution will remain only a flctlon and the party
is hound to degenerate.

The 5 W.P. proposes therefore to constitute
a MNational Negro Department which will in-
itiate and coordinate a plan of work among
the Negroes and calls wpon 1tz members to co-
operate strenuously in the difficult task of ap-
proaching this work in the most sultable man-
ner. Our obvious tasks for the coming period
are (a) the education of the party, (hy win-
ning the more advanced Negroes for the
Fourth International, and (¢} through them
and the work of the party ln wlder flelds in-
fluencing the MNegro masses to recognize in
the S.W.P. the only party which is genuinely
working for their complete emancipation from
the heavy burdens they have borne 50 long.
The winning of Negroes to our movement on
a revolutionary basis s, howewver, no easy
task. The Megroes, suffering acutely from the
general difficulties of all workers under cap-
italismn, and in addition, from special prob-
lems of thelr own, are naturally hesitant to
take the step of allving themselves with a
small and heavily persecuted party, But MNe-
gro work is complicated by other more pro-
found causes. For réeasons which can be easily
understood, the Amerioan Megro is profoundly
suspleious of all whites, and recent events
have deepened that suspicion,

Negroes Often Deceived

In the past, the MNegro masses have had
disastrous experiences with the Republican
and Democratle parties, The boasted benefits
that the Megro as & whole are supposed to
have received from the New Deal and the
Democratie Party can easily be seen for the
fraud that they are when it is recognized that
it iz the Demoeratic Party of Franklin Rooge-
wvelt which by force and trickery prevents the
MNegroes from exercising their votes over
large areas in the South.

The Communlst Party of the U.8.A. from
18928 to 1935 did win a number of Negroes to
membership and awakened a sympathetic in-
terest among the more advanced Negro work-
¢rs and intellectuals. But the bureaucratic cre-
ation of Negro “leaders®’, their subservience
ta the twists and turns of the party line, their
slavish dependence on the manipulations and
combinations of the C.P, leadership, were
seen by interested Negroes nob ns a transfer-
ence of the methods and practises of the
Kremlin buresucracy in Moscow to Amerlcn,
but merely as another example of the use of
Megroes by whites for political purposes un-
connected with Negro struggles. With the Iat-
e5t turn beginning in 1935, the C.P. has be-
come openly a party of American bourgeols
democracy. Nol only to expand, but merely
to exist in thiz new miliey demanded that it
imbibe and practise the contradictory dis-
criminations inherent In that society. The Ne-
rroes, very sensitive to all such practises,
have quickly recognized the new face of the
C.P. beneath the mask of demagogy with
which it seeks to disguise the predicament in
which it finds itself, and the result has been
mass exodus from the party (80 per cent of
the New York State Negro membershipy and
a bitter hostility to the C.P. which reached a
climax when well-known former members of
the C.P. testified against it before the Diesg

Committee. Once more the Third Internation-
al has struck a deadly blow at the American
working class, this time by destroying the con-
fidence that was being slowly forged between

the politlcally advanced sections of the black
and white workers,

Negro Nationalist Tendencies

Furthermore, the awakening political con-
sciousness of the Negro not unnaturally takes
the form of a desire for independent action un-
controlled by whites, The Negroes have long
felt and more than ever feel today the urge to
create thelr own organizations under their own
leaders and thus assert, not only in theory but
in action, their claim to complete equality
with other Ameriean citlzens. Such a desire 1s
legitimate and even when it takes the form of
g rather apgressive chauvinizm s to be wel-
comed, Black chauvinism in America today is
merely the natural excess of the desire for
equality while white Americen chauvinism,
the expression of racial domination, is essen-
tially reactionary. Under any circumstances,
it would have been a task of profound diffi-
culty, perhaps impossible, for a revolutionary
party composed mainly of whites to win the
confidence of the American Negro masses, ex-
cept in the acfual crises of revolutionary
struggles, Such possibilities as existed, how-
ever, have been practically destroyved by the
C.P. Today the politically minded Negroes are
furning away from the C.P,, and Negro organ-
izations devoted to® struggle for Negro rights
are springing up all over the Nerth and East,
particularly in Harlem. The nationalist tend-
encies of the Negroes have been fortified, and
in addition to the polsoning of raclal relations
by capitalism, the S°W.P. has now to contend
with the heritage left by the C.P. and the per-
nicious course ik is still actively pursuing,

For a Negro Organization

The 5.W.P. therefore proposes that its MNe-
gro members, alded and supported by the
party, take the initiative and collaborate with
other militant Negroes in the formation of a
Negro mass organization devoted to the strug-
gle for HNegro rights, This erganization will
NOT be elther openly or secretly a periphery
vrganization of the Fourth Internatlonal. It
will be an organization in which the masses
of Megroes will be invited to participate on a
working class program corresponding to the
day to day struggles of the masses of Negro
workers and farmers, Ifs program will be
elaborated by the MNegro organization, in
which Negro members of the Fourth Inter-
national will participate with nelther greater
nor lesser rights than other members. But the
BW.P. is confident that the position of the
Negroes in American soclety, the logic of the
class struggle in the present period, the supe-
rior grasp of politics and the morale of mem-
bers of the Fourth Imternational, must inev-
itably result in its members exercising a pow-
erful influence in such an organization. The
critical support of such an organization by the
S.W.F. does not in any way lImit the party’s
drive among Negroes for membership, neither
does it invalidate the necessary struggle for
the unily of both black and white workers.
But that road is not likely to be a broad high-
way. Such an organization as is proposed is
the most likely means of bringing the masses
of Negroes Into political action, which though
programatically devoted to their own inter-
ests, must Ioevitably merge with the broader
struggles of the American working class
movement taken as a whole, The S5W.P.
therefore, while recognizing the lImitations
ang pitfalls of 8 mass organization without a
clearly defined political program, and while
retaining its full liberty of action and critl-
cism, welcomes and supports any attempt by
MNegroes themselves to organize for militant
action against our common oppressors, in-
structs its Negro members to work actively
towards the formation and activity of sueh an
organization, and recommends to the party
members to follow closely all such manifests-
tHons of Negre militancy,

made N0 progress.

Mr. Pefl stated that he did
not mind having girls handing
on his coat-tails when he was
young, but réesénbed it when he
was hungry.

Sailors Spike Presidential
Order to Hire Fink Crews

Tn March, Mr, Pfiaff got in
touwch with our unemployed
union and they ook up his case
and ot relief to him from
March 10 until June 2 this year.
Several days later he received
notice that he was dropped
from the rellef rolls.

Fake Siory

Then the union took up his
case with the head investigator
who iz a Mrs, LaSpino. She
told us that she was well ac-
guainted with the case and
that this party refused to work
at all. The writer asked her,
whom, for instance, did he re-
fuse to work for? And she re-

‘pied that he often sald in her

offiee that he refuses to work
for everybody, that he wants
relief, and that she needed
help because her husbhband was
sick and she needed somebody
to take ecare of her orchards,

The commities did not be-
lieve Lthis story and went Lo see
Mr. Pfaff who sald this was
false and that he would take
tne job. The writer and Mr.
Bfall went to Mrs. LaSpino's
farm and asked for the job.
She replied that she had no
money o pay anvbody to do
the work. The bosses and thelr
stooges do” a lot of talking
about jobs, but just try to get
OlLE,

Well, that 15 all that has hap-
pened up to this time. The
union iz going to continue to
fight the case, and I'll write to
you about the latest develop-
ments., Fraternally,
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Howard Stump
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(Continued from Page 1)
eration of the Paecific, the con-
venblon wenlt on record to sup-
port the third term for Roose-
velt movement, The MNational
Maritime Tnion .now meeling
in conventlon, will undoubiedly
fde likewise.

Roosevell Called to Act

Very good! If it is true that
Roosevelt is our friend, we the
seamen wlll appeal directly to
Eim to speak out in our behalf
against the tories, Could any-
thing be fairer than that? Sinoe
he appears to be reluctant to
speak, we will make that re-
quest, If he iz really our
friend, he will presumably
grasp the opportunity o at
leest saving something in our
behalf,

I'm a statement issued by
Harry Lamdeberg, Secretary of
the Satlors Union of the Paci-
fic, he makes this reguest on
hehalf of the seamen of the
west coast and says: “As the
situation now stands (n Seat-
tled there is only one out to set-
tle this entire matter and that
is that the President of the
United States is the only ‘man
who can change the atbitude of
Lhe Baritime Commission and
it iz entirely up to him . . . we
will see fn the next day or two
whether Roosevelt thinks more
of the Maritime Commission or
whether he has any feeling at
all for the demands of the
thousands of seamen of the
Pacific Coast," -

“Om hth;l-t ﬂ:l! ih& Innr.n‘hnr-
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ship of the Sailors Union of the
Faclfic, we told the Maritime
Commission that the crumby
tubs could stay tied up along-
side of the doock until suech time
that the Marifime Commission
was willing to use the same
methods of employment as
practiced by private shipown-
ers on the Paecific Coast,™
A.F.L. Acils

The Houston convention of
the American Pederation of
Labor went on record to sup-
port the position taken by the
Sailors Union of the Pacifle in
this hiring hall dispute, In aec-
cord with the mandate of that
convention and in reply to a
request by Lundeberg, Presi-
dent Green wired the sailors
that.:

“I regret unvielding position
which Maritime Commission
has assumed regarding hiring
geamen for government ships
Paclfic Coast. I have repeated-
ly appealed to Chalrman Land
to hire unlicensed personnel
through union hiring halls, I
will call on Secretarvy of Com-
merce Hopkins and at my ear-
liest opportunity upon the Pres-
ident and urge action at earli-
€3t possible moment as wyou
suggest.”

Franklin  “I love labor"
Roosevell now has the oppor-
tunity of proving his devotlon.
Those drum beaters for the
third term for Roosevelt, "our
friend”, should rejoice that this

{opportunity has been provided, o
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