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en and Scenes at the National Anti-War Convention of the S

JULY 11,
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=

F1

.

-
™

.'"-‘1';;'?_!'_'-':.' .

{Special to the Socialist Appeal ) rolls and sharp reductions in

=By B. J. WIDICK

Spontaneous and, in several
cases, offlcially called sirikes
of A.F.L. craftsmen on W.P.A.
construction  projects  began
thiz week in protest against the
destruction of the union scales
under the new reliefl appropri-
ation measure passed by Con-|
ETEe5s. i

In the MNew York area the
strikes were g0 widespread that
Thomas Murray, president of
the Building and Construction
Council of Greater New York.
has called a meeting of his or-
ganization and says that offi-
clal strike sanction is likely.

Murray estimated that 90 per
coent of the 12,288 skilled work-
erg on W.P.A. in New York
City have stopped work,

Resent A.F.L. Policy

Resentment agalnst the re-
duction in wage rates is direet-
ed not only against the Roose-
velt administration but also—
and thiz iz wvery important—
against the A.F.L. top leader-
ghip in Washington for Daving
allowed Congress to delele the
prevalling wage clause in thr:l
reliel appropriation measure.

Under the present schedule,
thousands of workers have been
notified that they will have to
wark 130 hours a month to get
the same pay they have been
getting, on a monthly basis.

Under the old rates pald on|
a uniom =scale, eraftsmen ob-|
tained from 31 to %2 an hour,
and worked much less than 130
hours.

A comparizson of the pay re-
ceived before the reduction on
an hourly basis with union
scale of wages and the money
te be earned under the new
schedules  shows that  moat
skilled craftsmen will get 60
cents an hour Jess! And work:
many hours more!

Facts and Figures
Here 15 what the New York|

craftamen got before:
Mumber Hours
on per
rolls  fiscal
May 31 Fll,_;arzllml
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rellief funds plus the ever deep-
ening reaction in California has
been pocepied by the Stalinists
who see in the misery of the
workers a golden opportunity

OAKLAND, Cal., July 11—
Twelve thousand workers,
many of them aged and blind,
mre being forced to go ben days

without the mizerable dole on .
which they depend for food be-| Lo cram their phoney line down

cause “there are no funds”, ac- | the throat of an unsuspecting
cording to Mr. George Janssen, | Working class. Using the once
Chairman of the Alameda poweriul Workers Allknnuc_u._sa
County Board of Supervisors. politlenl football the Stalinists
The State Relief Adminisira- hﬂ.‘.r_t wrecked all semblance of
tion has announced a ‘surplus™ m:l_:tan!a WE:H_I:'IIHEL'IQH and
af $450.000 for the current year Mmaintain the Alliance as a post
which will be spent for new au- | card writing agency.
tomobiles for the use of relief | Face Workers' Wrath
cificials. At the same time,| Now these Stalinists are fac-
2,100 W.P.A. workers received |1ng the wrath of an aroused and
demizssal notices. indignant working class com-
Claiming that the county has | Posed of Negro and white work-
no money for relief, Mr. Jans-|ers ,of Mexican and Italian
sen urged that credit be aX- workers, of men, _WDI'.I]II'.‘I:I and
tended to relief clients “until|¥outh of all secliens of the
such time as funds are forth- | county.
coming” but since debts of re-| Within the Alllance there is
lief clients are not recognized tErmoedl at every meeting. At
by the State Relief Administra- | every local meeting there are
tion, local grocery and meat|expulsions and “lrials”. Many
ctores have refused and con.| Workers are voling with their
tinue to refuse the credit asked | feet and the Alllance grows

for by Mr. Janssen.
Flan Action

Alameds County has 7,834
aged, 479 blind and 2,500 needy
&hildren on its reliefl rolis. Oth-
er clagsifications raise the total
g 12,000 according to official
reports, If there are no funds
fortheoming  within  the next
ten days ithe physical condition
ot the workers will be a danger

[t the entire community,

There are indieations, how-
ever, ithat the workers of Ala-
meda County are nobt going o
slarve peacefully, Recant
events in the Elmhurst and
West Oakland sections have
glven rigse to the formation of
a new, fighting unemployed
and project workers union de-
cpite the frantic efforts of the
seabby Workers Alliance and
tts company unlon, Stalinist
leadership.

Increasing unemployment,

Ba.Ti
Ba.7a
26,27

E5.80
54,41

E4.60
h4,75
E4.00
T840
£4.00
E1.60

Cement mason 1,786
Orament’l iron
wiarkor &40
FPavar [hlask &
Eranital 186 -
121 a2
153 aZ
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Frankte cutler
Blgckamith
Wotorproofer &
tar roofer...
Marble jpolishor
Paimter . .....
Hurner ......
Weldar ...
Timbermean ...
i cmulEnr. . 163
Mochanic {awto)} 190 11 EQ.0D
It can hardly be wondered
that the A.P.L. members are
up in arms over this, William
CGreen, president of the A F.L.,
and olher top lepders have &
real explanation to make for
their bBad mistake in allowing

the reduction to go Into effect
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without a serious fight.
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srindler week by week, And on
p of everyvthing, the Youth
lacal of the Alliance recently
diew up and dnanimously
adopted & milifant

lor youlth ab trade unlon wages
and that all war funds be used
| for the unemployved, The bur-
eaucrats are now ““‘investigat-
ing'" the Youth.

Name-Calling Futile

The use ol intimidation and
name-calling is the Stalinists®
oply defenze, The youth who
want to fight against boss war
are called agents of Trotsky
and, as one member of the
Youth Local remarked when
this charge was made at a
meeting, “If Trotsky and the
Fourth  Imternational  agree
with us why should we remain
here with these ple-card art
IstsIi""

The workers whoe want to
conduct a struggle for their
right to live, to eat, to have de-
caent homes and to get jobs at
decent wages and who dare to
expose the reactionary line of
the Stalinists in the Alllance
pre called agents of the Cham-
ber of Commerce and the As-
soclated Parmers by the finks
irn the Alllance who hope to con-
Ii’usu and eonfound the workers
‘of Cakland. But the name-cell
ing campaign is nol producing
the desired results because
now the workers are asking
themselves, “Just who are the
ngents of the Chamber of Com-
merce and | the Associated
Farmers — those who want to
fight for jobs and homes or
those who are tryving to keep us
Gulet?™”
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anti-war |
program  which demands jobs|

which has just ended reveal
very clearly the demagogic
character of Father Coughlin®s
propaganda. Although many
guotations from Father Couglh-
lin's speeches and writings can
be glven to show that he favors
the butlding of a mighty capi-
talist navy and army 1n the
United States, the zubjects for
the contest were as follows:
““How to Keep America Out of
War," (adult section) “'Foreign
Entahglements Lead to War'™
CATwelfth Graded “The Cost of
IWar' (Eleventh Grade), “Of-
fensive Wars Settle Nothing'
1Tenth Grade), “Offensive War
Will Hurt America (Minth
Grade), "I Don't Want War'
sBighth  Graded, ““Mothers
Dion't Want War'™ (Seventh
Grade}, *""Daddies Shouldn’t
Have to Go to War™ (Fifth and
Sixth Grades).

Through these slogans Cough-
lin hopes to capiialize pn the
widespread and completely jus-
bifted antl-war sentiment of the
American people. But previous
statements by Coughlin in {a-
vor of the war machine, the
fnct that he was one of the key
men in putting Roosevelt's War
Deal into power shows that he
will be among the lirst when
war breaks o pound the drums
of patriotism which will dra-
goon millions of Americans into
the coming slaughter,

Milks the Poor

While the main sources of
Coughlin's huge income have
never hbeen revealed—Ameri-
ca’s colossally rich Sixty Faml-
tiez stand like a sinister shad-
ow in the background—Father
Coughlin overlooks no possibli-
it¥ to milk the paor. On page 19
of the July 3 issue of Social
Justice he projects a lurid pic-
Lere of America in 1945,

“Six bishops, three Catho-
lie and three Protestant, were
exeewled yesterday morning
in the basemeéent of Tombs
prison. Thousands of priests,
ministers and nuns are in
concentration camps . . . or-
ders have been  issued at
Comintern headguariers (hat
persons  displaying piclures
of George Washington or
olherwise paying homage to
this bourgeois individual will
B shod withowl trial,”

This, =avs Father Coughlin,
13 a pleture of America under
Communism, and if his readers
would “save’ America from
Lhiz Red peril they must im-
mediately send in their contri-
butions of $1, £2,-53, §5. Oor ANY-
thung higher.

Anti-Jewish Campaign
Father Coughlin's campaign

diminished. ""If the Jewish boy-

oy
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(Contlnued from Page 1)
under discussion with the war
problem. Realizing that the
tempo of work must be Iin-
creased, critical of the party's
fallure to grow as fast as it
should have grown, the conven-
fion decided to converlk the
party into a campaign party
which pushing boldly and vig-
orously ahead on the warious
problems of the labor move-
ment will build the party Into
a movement of truly mass pro-
portions,

Items Discugsed
Az reported in the last issue
af the Appeal, the first ifems
taken up and decided by the
convention were the main po-
fitical resolution on the Per-
spectives of United States Im-
perialism and the prospects of
the party, the preparation of
the parity for the coming war.
the growth of faseism,. the fight
pEainst it, and (he Workers De-
fenze Guard, and the Negro
guestion (see page 3 for the res-

olution on Negro waorkh.,
Following the disposition of
the above points, the conven-

cott  succeeds,.” he ¢laims,
“Germans will e forced to go
o war to prevent their eco-
nomie annihilation . . . mean-
while the bovoott continues its
disazirous effect in the United
States. Watceh millions of bales
of cotton rot im Southern wanre-
kouses, American farmers have
to plow under or destroy their
Inod surpluses' i(page 5. With
Ehiz argument Coughlin blames
the terrible want which exists
in the midst of plenty in Amer-
ic.a not on the capitalist system.
the system of turning over the
wealth of the nation to a miser-
sable mandful of stockholders—
the Sixzty Families—buf on the
Jews, Desplte the fact that he
alleges he 5 not anti-Semitic
and that he atlacks only non-
roligious Joews, Coughlin does
not make even this distinetion
in his Jew-balting,

On the same page which car-
| ries his Jew-halting, Coughlin
[ lashes viclously agalnst the la-
hor movement, attacking the
C.I.O. and its right to strike.

In Coughlin's plan {0 estab-
lish fascism in America—by
ARy name, even “‘Social Jus-
tiee™ —the Jews will be only the
first to dangle from his noose.
The next on the list will be
whoever belongs to a trade
1ninn.

Coughlin's movement is grow-
ing., and growing dangerously.
If it §s to he stopped it must be
stopped MOW. And the only
way to stop it is by organlzing

[ union local in the country.
s
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against the Jews continues un-| labor defense guards in every|

tion discussed the situation of
the unemployved, the party
press, the program of actlon
iprinted on page 1r and the
tazks of the coming period.
Several items were unforbun-
abely not taken up by the con-
vention because of the amount
of time given to the other points
on the agenda, notably the pro-
pram of actlon. These were re-
ferred to the new Natlonal
Cammitiee for the elaboration
of specific programs on each
point. !
Organization Work

In the discussion of the pro-
gram of action the desire of the
members to make of the party
a campaign party which will
draw the magses into the orbit
of its work was especially man-
ilested. Elght hours of solid dis-
cussion were devoled Lo the or-
canization resolution—the first
time in lts history the party has
dgevoted so much time to what
is eszentially the key to the
party's suceess, In the course
of the discussion, the party's
weaknesses came in for con-
siderable criticism.

In the credentials report
which will be printed in the
coming izsue in tabulated form,
it was pointed out that the
party iz a »oung party. The
average age of the delegates
was 28 wvears., Yeb the greater
rart of the delegates had vears
and years of experience in the
trade unlon and political move-
ment behind them. And most
significant, the greater part of
the delegates were experiegnced
trade unionists.

These delegates who lent the
vouth and vigor of their ideas
to the convention problems are
now on their way bhack to Call-
fornin, Detrolt, Minneapolis,
rle., to put thetr vitality, spirit,
cnthusiasm, and energy 0 the
execution of the convention de-
ciszlons.

They ecarry the message of
roevolutionary socialism, In the
battle for the emancipation of
mankind they wield the might
of Marxism. In the ti[l-!." to day
struggles of the masses they
carry with them the intelll-
gence of revolutionary politics,
An invincible army of prole-
tarian revolution they march
forward.

Long live the Socinlisi Work- |

ers Party! Long live the Fourth
Iniernational! Forward to So-
cialisi Victory!
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that followed,

Practically every delegate
who was in any way connected
with distribution and handling
of our literature spoke on the
various problems he faces,
Many valuable experiences and
hints as to the best methods of
selling the Appeal and New
Inlernational were given.

In the next few months it is
the intention of our Natlonal
Office—alter carrying through
certaln centralization and re-
organization steps—to devole a
raijor portion of ils time to the
problem of organizing a broad-
¢ distribution on a more dy-
pamic basis., 0Old, careless
maethods must give way 1o the
sireame-limed methods of our
Campaign Party!

We also want to thank those
deiegates who, as branch liter-
abure agents, came up to the
Appeal business office for a re-
port and a talk on their prob-
lems. AN im oall, it was highly
worth while, .
DAKLAND BRANCH GETS
DOWN T WORK!

“Enclosed [ind a payvment of
£5.51 on our account, We expect
te be completely paid up by
July 15 and on July 21 we are
having & mass meeting at

SHOE WORKERS
OUT ON STRIKE

WORCESTER, Mass.—Eight
cutlers and one hundred stiteh-
ors working for the National
shoe Manufacturing Co., which
employs about 300 workers,
have been out on strike for a
week, demanding the return of
a 109 cut which they received
3 YeAr Ao,

There 5 no union at the
An independent union
dwith the reputation of being n
company union), the A.F.L.
anid the United Shoe Workers
of America (C.LOVY have all
tried to conbmct the workers.
The CI.0. unlon has made
same  head-way  with  about
twenty workers signing up. The
workers would have nothing to
do with the olher unions.

Important Notice

“AMERICA'S 60 FAMILIES'
by Ferdinand Lundberg
now nvallable =t §1.48
A book that reveals who
really controls America and
hiow they keep their power,
Mo revolutionary agitator
should be without o copy.
LABDR BOOKSHOP
116 University Place
New York Cilty
iAdd 3c per book postagel

s e A

It will be only & matter of time
before we will be In o position
tn double our present bundle.
Sysiematie work shows great
improvement and we now sell
all our papers, When the 3-a-
week Appeal comes through
¥ou Ccan count on Oakland do-
Ing lts share—and then some!'"
—Bill Morgan, Oakland organ-
fzer,

The subscription list slowed
up slightly this past week be-
cause of Convention E.Etl'ﬁ’it-}".‘
But Mew York emerged out of
itz temporary slump and heads
the list. Here's the new subs
obiained this past weelk

NEW YORK CITY

Chicago

Massachusetts

Minneapaolis

Los Angeles

‘Mewark

Washington, D. C. .

Detroit ;

Rochester .

5c. Louis .

FPennsylvania

i
-
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Total L..... 38
Washington, D, €. has in-
creased s bundle order by 4
i}:r&r izzue and has an additional
literature agent in Comrade H.

I.L.G.W. LOCAL
DISCUSSES FORMING
DEFENSE GUARDS

iContinued from Page 1)
tempt to déprive any worker of
workers' organization of its
constitutional rights,” Milton
explained. "The Coughlin gang-
zlers have already broken into

a workers' headguarters — the
Debs Labor School — and have
siceeeded in breaking up nu-
merous meetings of labor or-
ganizations in the city. Last
week they bried to break up an
American Labor Party meeting
where Michasl Quill, president
tof Lhe Transport Workers
i Union, was the speaker; for-
tunately the transport workers
were prepared,

“Organized labor in New
{ York has a membership of
| more than a million. Together
| with other workers' olganlsa-
tions and the anti-fascists in
the general population, it
would be a cinch to organize
30,000 anti-fascist labor guards,
1 the labor unlons get behind
rthe jdea.™

Subscribe to The
Mew International
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Jobless Go Without Relief, [(QUGHLINITES |Anti-War Convention Ends | 3
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On the || Officials Get New Cars  GROW, ARE | With Spirited Action Program
Ciabﬂ }I \l Rebelling Against Scabby Tactics of W.A.A., WEI.I. HNAN(ED Organization Discussion and Election of Na- FRESS KEPORT AT PARTY |which & spetial spesker wil -
'~ Oakland Jobless Form Fighting Union tional Committee Brings Sessions to Close “0ne of the mast constructive i =
= iConlinued from FPage 1) aspects of our Convenlion wusl “The branch now sells the "
%wm ‘ - (cbnslent: slashing: oF WiEklas: i e S168l comiss the Press Report given by com- | Appeal at union meetings and A
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