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SOCIALIST APPEAL

belongs to an organization that advocates the
overthrow of the government by force and vio-
lence. The other requires administrative em-
ployes (W.P.A. workers—ed.) to take an oath
of allegiance to the United States Constitution.”

Up in the air at this implied slander against
the Workers Alliance, which Mr. Woodrum i
foolish enough to think would undermine the
United States Constitution, Dave Lasser and his
erew make haste to state, “We know of no mem-
ber of our organization and certainly no officer
who believes in or advocates that ocur govern-
ment shall be overthrown, We feel sure,” con-
tinues Lasser, “that the members and officers of
our orgamzation are, if anything, more loyal,
more patriotic and devoted Americans than
many of the reactionary Congressmen who owe

FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
£ WORKERS PARTY FOR:

gt 1. A job and a decent living for every worker.

t. Open the idle factories—operate them under
workers' conirel.

- 1. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works
o and housing program.

Thiviy-thirty! 530-weekly minimum wage—

- 30-hour weekly maximuom for all workers on
5 all jobs.

'“ 5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability
5 pension. _

i 6. Expropriaie the Sixty Families.

All war funds to the unemployed.
B A pnupla"- referendum on any and all wars.
. No seoret diplomacy.

= 18. An independent Laber Party.
11, Workers' Befense Guards against vigllasts
and Fasclet attucks.
The Negro Question
'I":,- .. The Second Convention of the S.W.P.

reached a high point on Monday afternoon
when the Negro Question was discussed. Dur-
ing the years of its existence the Party has sig-
nally failed to address itself seriously to the
Negro question and Negro work. With the turn
of the Party towards mass work, the Negro

a question assumed full and urgent significance in
7 the future development of the Party. An inter-
£ “nal bulletin was issued containing material for

discussion, resolutions were prepared, and so
' determined was the membership that the Negro
question should be part of the deliberations of
- this Convenltion, that where doubt arose on
. Monday morning as to whether the Convention
schedule would be completed in time, it was
unanimously decided to place the Negro ques-
tion on the agenda for Monday aiternoon.
Discrimination against Negroes in the pres-
ent stage of American society is basically eco-
nomic. Some million and a half white families
. hold positions from which Negroes are excluded,
superficially on account of their color. The only
possible solution of their difficulties is a revolu-
" tion in American society even more complete
“than that which took place in 1861—the spcialist
] revolution,
. A plan of work was outlined which would
enable the Party to participate in the daily strug-
i gles of the Negroes, The Party was warned that
.. it was necessary to take into consideration the
historic suspicions of the whites prevalent
among Negroes, and intensified by the treach-
erous role played by the C. P. during the last

three years, when in its drive for support of
American “democracy” it has been forced to
8 adopt the discriminating attitude against Negroes
characteristic of American capitalism,

o The discussion showed great interest in the

‘question of self-determination for Negroes. It
was generally agreed that though the Party
stood for the right of seli-determination it would
not itself raise the slogan, as this was essentially
i a matter for the masses of Negroes themselves
: . to decide. The proposals for practical work were
ehthusiastically accepted. Comrades gave their
- cxperiences which showed that merely by the
g preparation and discussion preceding the Con-
o vention the Party has already attracted a num-
' ber of Negroes.

There is no doubt that the session marked a
most important stage, not only in the Conven-
tion but in the history of the Party. The whole
temper and tenor of the discussion showed that
in the field of Negro work, the Party recognizes

; its responsibilitics to the American workers and
- farmers, and thie great possibilities opened for
the Party's future development,

E - Loyal Subjects

: Having demonstrated in the past that it can-
e not fight for the real needs of the unemployed
and W.P.A. workers, the Stalinist Workers Al-

liance has now called upon its countrywide lo-

.. cals to pledge allegiance to the comstitution of
the United States and to defend it against all
" enemies, foreign or domestic, so help them God.

e Sent out as a communication from its Wash-
ington office to every local in the country, the
i W.A A letter reads, “As part of their effort to
i slander the Workers Alliance, the House Com-
% mittee { Woodrum Committee). made much of

two provisions which were included in the new

relief bill. One would exclude from the benefits
. of the program any person who believes in or
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allegiance only to the economic royalists.™

Gunning for Goliath’s scalp, David crawls
nearer to the point, stating, “The oath of allegi-
ance does not apply to the majority of the mem-
bers of the Workers Alliance, since few if any
of our members are administrative employes.
Nevertheless,” squeals Dave, “we want to now
take this opportunity to make our position per-
fectly clear. For this reason we are calling upon
all officers and members of the Workers Alli-
ance to voluntarily take that oath of allegiance.”

Whereupon, with his hat held close to his
heart and his fingers crossed in a smart salute,
Lasser asks his membership to repeat aiter him,
{your name, please) do solemnly swear
that 1 will support and defend the Constitution
of the United States against all enemies, for-
eign or domestic; that T will bear true and faith-
ful allegiance to the same; that I take this ob-
ligation freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; so help me God.”

Nor is this all. The dishonorable gentleman
from New York, Mr. Dave Lasser, writes fur-
ther, “We propose that all locals call special
membership meetings on or about July 4, at
which time a minister, rabbi, priest or public
official will be present to administer the oath,
The meetings carried on in connection with the
ceremony should be devoted to the meaning of
Americanism and democracy,”

This scandalous action of the Workers Alli-
ance is neither unexpected nor unique. As. an
agency of the relief slashing Roosevelt adminis-
tration within the ranks of the unemployed, the
Workers Alliance leaves no flag furled in its
efforts to tie the unemployed workers more
closely to the skirts of the President.

Especially at the present time, when the num-
ber of unemployed has swelled to its highest
point in seven years, the Workers Alliance,
sweetheart of the administration, bends every
muscle to head off mass discontent. Mass discon-
tent is dangerous to an administration girding
the nation for war. And so, while with one hand
Koosevelt and his W.A_A. satellites sabotage
the needs of the workers for jobs, food and
housing, with the other hand they shove oaths of
allegiance to capitalism into the hungry mouths
of the unemployed.

A Tax on Teachers

Having whipped up public indignation over
the fate of the kindergartens, the Néw York
City Board of Superintendents has finally pulled
its real plan out of its hat—a plan to cut teach-
ers  salaries.

Admitting that this is what they intended all
along, the board submitted to Albany a bill that
will enable the city school system to absorb the
$3,300,000 cut in state aid by taking it out of
the teachers’ hides,

In other words, the teachers have been taken
ior a ride. In response to the howls of the real
estate nterests and the bankers, the huge sum
of $9.700,000 was cut from school funds
throughout the state. Heedful of their masters'
voice, the Democrats as well as the Republicans
made no real effort and are making no real ef-
fort to fight the cut. The revised budget now
being dfawn up at Albany will apparently con-
tain the cuts intact,

It is at this juncture that the New York
Board of Superintendents has come forward
with its salary cut plan. 1t means that the teach-
ers are being singled out to pay a special tax,
ranging from 4.3 to 6.3 percent of their sal-
aries to absorb a cut in school funds dictated by
the bankers and real estate owners.

Thus without waging any real fight to keep
the school funds intact, the board has succeeded
in making the issue appear as one between the
teachers’ interests and the children’s interests—
mstead of an issue between the schools as a
whole and the bosses who want to quit laying
out so much cash to school girls and boys for
whom the capitalist system no longer has any
place.

The teachers must rally the broadest united
front of their own organizations, of labor
unions and parents’ associations and the public
generally, to fight this back-handed attack on
the school system. Against any cut in school
funds! Against any discriminatory tax on the
teachers! This is the fight they have to wage and
this time against Gov. Lehman, the Republicans,
Mayor LaGuardia, and the politicians in the
school boards, all of whom are directly respon-
sible. ;
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of the Labor Campaign

In Minneapolis--a Balance Sheet

As the Socialist

Workers Party Pointed Out in its Cam-

pain Material, a Clear Anti-War Stand and Concentration

on the Trade Unions Would

By KARL O'SHEA

Despite the great vote rolled
up for the labor coandidates in
the Minneapolis municipal
campaign, important alder-
manie posts were lost by less
than two hundred wvotes In
some wards, and the boss can-
for Mayor, George
Lesch, nosed out T. A. Elde by
700 ballots, Why couldn’t the
labor vote go over the top and
clenn the entire field of boss
candldates?

Dwozens of answers have been
given; some of them hit the
natl on the head; others em-
phaszsize matters of szecondary
importance,

It is certainly true, as lead-
crs of the union campalgn comm-
mittee have stated, that the
Farmer-Labor label was a
handicap in the electlon. To
thousands of workers, this la-
be! has come ln recent years
to stand for Stalinist skulldug-
gery, Bensonite stupidity, split-
ting the trade union movement,
and worst of all, deals with the
two boss partles and particu-
larly with the New Deal. The
F.L.P. had no advantages Lo

offer the labor campaign, to
offzet thiz handieap.
SABOTAGE IN
NMENNIPIN COUNTY

The Henhepin County F-L
Association certainly did no

work to round up the votes for
Elde and the union slate. Their
record in sabotaging the cam-
paign s an open scandal in the
movemaent.

MNow after the electlon they
whine that they “‘were deliber-
ately pushed out of the picture
with the result that the regular
Farmer-Labor forces were not
properly mobilized o take
part in the eampalgn.' This is
sheer rot. The Heonepin Coun-
ty F-L cenftral executive com-
mittee had 12 members on the
F-L and Trade TUnlon Cam-
paign Committes of 26, If they
hiad wished to work for “the
election of the unlon slate, they
would have done so, and they
wouldn't have waited to be
nsked.

Selmo Seestrom. C.P. stooge,
came around blubbering the
day after the defeat, saving she
wanted to do campaign work,
but “'wasn't asked.” As though
conscious people claiming to
represent the cause of the
workelrs have *““to be asked"
to jump intoe the struggle. You
never saw an honest militant
worker walting “to be asked™
to Joln a pleket lime, and wvou
never saw an honest Farmer-
Laborite who had to be asked
to join in an election struggle
against the candidates of the
Associated Industries.

“We would have been & hun-
dred times better off if we had
camprigned as a  stralght
trade union ticket, and disre-
grrded the F.L.P.."" was the

Have Won the Elections

|sentd.ment expressed at cam-
paign headquarters, even be-
fore the electlons. This is 100
percent correct.
STALINISTS WORKED
FORE EIDE DEFEAT

The Stalinist-controlled Hen-
nepin County F-L: Association |scarred. All the people who
net only didn't want BEide and Eave shown in hundreds of
the rest of the union slate ways in the Gallup poils, in
elected, it consciously worked resclutions, ete,, that they vehe-
for his defeat. That is the truth | mently oppose the war that is
and no amount of high-pitched being prepared by the wealthy.
hypoeritical screams will alter | These are the people who could

scns will be torn from them
rrd thrown intoe the bloody
mash in some foreign country.
All the young men whose
thoughts turn daily to the hor-
ror they fesl awaits them on

some battlefleld as  wyet un-

this fact. The Btalinists wanted
the defeat of the union slate be-
cause they feared a huge labor
vaole would be a powerful in-
centive to the workers to go
over to independent labor po-
lieal action, to challenge both
the Tory Republican machine
and the war-mongering, rellef-
slashing Mew Deal machine of
Roosevelt,

The labor campaign would
have hbeen stronger If it had
dizsazsociated Itzell completely
from the Sialinist-controlled
FLP., and it would have
brought out thousands of more
workers if it accented Its di-
vection towards Independent la-
bor political action, not only
on a clty but on a state and
nutional scale.

ANTI-WAR STAND COULD
HAVE WON ELECTION

Long before the primaries the
Sociallst Workers Party polnt-
ed out o its campalgn leaflet
that “the most glaring defi-
clency in the April 8 platform
lis its failure to mention the
very real threat of the SEC-
OND WORLD WAR “TO BAVE
LEMOOCRACY. It fafls to
apeak ouwl unmistakably against
that war, and the Roosevelis,
Landons and Browders who are
combining to lead the workers
into a war that can only be an-
other imperlalist struggle to

|1tacr¢ase the profits of the boss-

ay Though repudiating the war-
mongering lineg forced on the
late Farmer-Labor Pariy by
the Stalinists, the labor-liberal
conference has failed to take a
clear stand of opposition to any
war conducted by a bosseg’
povernment.'”

Had the trade union ocam-
paign  commities come outb
holdly against the war that
Roosevelt and the Sixty Pami-
liezs are preparing to shove
down the throats of the people,
the labar candidates
1eally _have aroused the work-
ers and led them in a veritahle
crasade against the war. In-
stead of losing by 7000 votes,
the unlon ticke} would have
smathered the jingo, Loach, by
a Mmajority of 30,000 or 40,000
vales,

Tens of thousands of people
wonld have backed an anti-
wiur campaign who did not
even come to the polls. All the
Vwerking class mothers whose
at the thought that soon thejr
hearts are filled with anguish

have been aroused to turn the
tide against the little colonel
Leach and the Associated In-
dustries ticket,

DEEFER INTD THE

TREADE UNIDNS

The labor vole would have
been stronger if the campalgn
hao been carried deeper into
the trade unions and the unem-
ployed organizations, The work-
ing class organizations should
have been concentrated upon,
to the exclusion of evervthing
clse if necessary.

There are enough wvotes in
the trode unlons and the or-
gapized unemployed alone to
win any election in Minnenpo-
lis—=IF the workers are en-
thuged and mobilized behind a
program they khow represents
their interests,

Fifty-five thousand members
nf organized labor reside in
this city. Census Tigures indi-
cate an average of two and
one-halfl voles to a family, Here
is a block of 125,000 votes,
enough to overwhelm any anti-
labor candidate; and this leaves
out of consideration the 125000
persons in Minneapolizs who are
on W.P.A.. on direct rellef or
some form of madework and
dole.

The way for lrade union can-
didates to win elections in Min-
nerpolis or in any clty is to run
on o militant platform and
concentrate upon the organ-
iged labor movement.

Labor does not have to worry
about losing the wvote of the
lower middle elass. A militant
labor campaign, far from re-
pelling the lower middle class,
will attract it to the labor ban-
ner, will offer it n way out of
its misery. It {3 only when la-
bor capitulates to middle class
prejudice that the middle class
=ees no hope in the labor move-

could | ment and goes over to the re-

actionaries,

By taking this line of action
—spurning the Farmer-Labor
label, emphasizing that this
was labor's own independent
campaign, proclaiming a stand
ngaingt the war, and concen-
trating upon the uniens and the
unemployed — the labor cam-
paign would have been crowned
with wvictory. We would have
won by so0 many tens of thou-
sands of votes that not all the
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T}ygff' By James Burnham

Government

crooked work at the polls could |

biave robbed us of our triumph.

Conventien Sidelights

Delegates Tell Tales
1all and Otherwise

(Continued from Page 1)
would seund like an  awiol
blow-hard If I told vou all the
Tacts,"” Dick modestly said.

Marie Schimmel, Ray Shar-
ron, Glen Trimble and Pele
Flegzer, from Frisco, mourn the
pazsing of the good old days
of hitch-hiking. It took them 11
days to get to Chicago—a world

record,  according to their
story. TUnlike PFraser, these
eomrades have wierd and

breath-taking storles to relate.
Trimble swears that while lost
o & lonely Nevada desert
walting for a hiteh he mirpcu-
lously escaped death by sun-
siroke,

& - L]

Nevada gave the comrades a
taste of all the elements. Sear-
Ing heat in the desert, and, a
tale for mystics and crysial
gfzers, & rip-snorting snow-
glorm on the windy plateaus,

And to cap the climax of this
tale told by the Callformia dele-
gates under the influence of
Jules Yerne; a beautiful mirage
rose up in their path in the
shape of Ely, Nevada, & small
mining ¢community organized
under the Mine, Mill and Smel-
ter Workers Union, where the
wages are good, and the grlev.
ances of ome waitress In the
town's beanery could pull the
entire working population out
on strike.
X

Genora'  Johnson, milliant
leader of the fighting women
of Flint, shows us agaln that
it is only a matier of how yon
Irok at fhings. Asked by this

er whether Flint wasn"l oulside
of Deirait, she answered po-
litely but firmly: *No, COom-
rivde. It's Deiroit that's ouiside
of Flint!**

Comrades Ferguson, Lear,

IPielding and Mariell drove in
from Akron, They see the ef-
fects of capitallsm very clearly
in industrial Akron. The rubber
companies are rationalizing the
industry to the tune of £2,000,.-
|00 worth of labor-saving ma-
chinery, The {ly-by-night Tech-
nocrats are moving into town
to capitalize on the layvoffs that
this will mean. In the last few
weeks, under the impact of the
New Deal's open t(ransforma-
tion inte o War machine, reac-
tlonary groups with faseist and
seml-Tagcist programs of sal-

valion for the masses are
experiencing a  mushroom
growth,

The temper of rubber work-
15 s excellently portrayed im
liviz story told by comrade
Lerar, Im Akron, workers who
swroge for the boss are Enown
as *“‘red apples.' In recent
months whenever the boss got
the workers together to tell
them of some new measure de-

rlgned _t-:r slash ab thelr living

s it e R e R
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provincial, lopsided New Yorks

standards, the red apples, in-
send of leading the chorus of
approval, have begun ta kick
like Texas steers.

Recently the dynamo branch
of aple workers In  Flint
brought a new member Into
the SW.P. A (ull-blooded
American Indian  from the
Chippewa tribe, Now that he
is & revolutionary “red,” he Is
anxiously waiting for some ar-
denl reactionary to tell him “'lo
go back {0 where he came
from.” On the way here with
ermit Johngon, thelr car and
baggage burned. They made
the rest of the trip by thumhb.

Osear Coover, Max Geldman,
Ted Dostal, Charlie Williams,
drove in from the Twin-Cities.
They refused to helieve that
they should have had at least
one interesting adventure on
the way in.

- L] L]

Heuben Plaskeit, mHBitant
Negro fghier from Newark, al-
most missed the convention be-
catse of an attack on the Negro
pupulation afler the Joe Louls
victory over Tony Galento,
“The sireets were filled with
real vigilante mobs afler Louls
heai Galeato, They were all
whipped to fever pitch by the
fight,"" sald Plaskett. “A mob
of Hallans came down the block
I live on, throwlng bricks
through windows and beating
up any Negro who théy came
acrosis. The cops stood around,
with thelr blg miits in their
poechetz, and maklng sure to
look the other way when they
Jumped a defenseless Megro, 1
protested and the cop, acting
like a real protector of demo-
cratic lherties In Roosevell's
Ameriea, arrested me for dis-
orderly conduct. The hoodioms

got away scof-free.’

s R

The new army appropriation bill which west in-
to effect July 1 provides for the expansion of the
regulpar army by 112,000 men. During the past
two months the War Department has been formu-
Jating itz plans for getting its hands on seese
112,000,

There aré already several hundred recrulting
statlons established in the continental united
States Including a major station at each of the

army posts, You would perhaps think that this
would be almost enough to solve the War Depart-

ment's problem. The problem, it seems, is more
diffienlt than it looks,

Super-Ballyhoo for War

According to the program already announced,
387 new recruiting stations are to be opened up.
In addition there will be 18 traveling stations, each
including a big sound truck and a substantial staff.
The War Department has itsell explained that all
the most modern devices of big business adver-

tizsing are to be used: posters, speeches, the radio,
magazine articles, and high pressure publicity re-
lenses,

What iz the trouble here?

There are approximately 135,000,000 people in
this country. 112,000 are wanted for the army. This
comes W considerably less than 1710 of 19, Among
the 135,000,000 are 15.000,000 or so0 unemployed in-
cluding at least 7,000,000 youth, The unemployed
with or without relief jobs live at & minimum sub-
glstenee level.

MNow, war mongers from Roosevell ta Browder
to Anthony Eden tell us daily that the war ahead,
the mighty crusade against Hitler's Germany, Is
the most popular war in history, Evervbody would
and will support it, they say, because it will be the

liberating war for people and freedom and demoe-
FACY.

The Lie of a Popular War

If the war ahead Is so0 wonderfully popular, why
all this trouble for the War Department in the re-
crulting campaign? You would certainly think that
the young workers and farmers of the country
should be flocking to the colors at the mere an-
nouncement that the rolls are open. You would
especially think s0 in the case of the unemployed
who can at least get a certain kind of security and
enough food in the army. But the fact iz that for
this mizerable handful of 112,000 all of the biggest
publicity guns in the arsenal have to be trotted out,

In this eircumstance, the truth becomes abun-
dantly clear: if s a vielous, and deliberate lie that
the war abead i a popular war. The masses of
the people here and in every country fear the war
and hate the war.

It is exactly the same in Great Britain, And the
big pressure campaign for recruiting began im-
mediately alier the Munich crisis. All the dis-
patches in the newspapers kept telling us that they
didn"t have enough application blanks for the
thousands of young men who wanted to joln, but
the truth came out when Chamberlain introduced
and drove through his conscription bill, Why con-
seription, for this so marvelously popular war?
And even in the new European crisis over Csecho-
slovakia, all they wanted was a mere 200,000,
They could not find even a fraction of 200,000 so
they have to drive them with police guns and
bayonets.

The war mongers find it very necessary o iry
to make their war appear popular. They think that
in this way they will discourage the opponents of
war by making them feel that nearly everymoe Is
for it, and so what is the use of keeping up iso-
lated resistance, That 15 why, every other day, the
headlines declare that “"England Is Ready.”
“France Is United to Resist Hitler,” But these are
lies, just as it is a lie when the papers tell us that
the people of this country are ready to fight the
war of the SBixty Families, The facts prove them
to be lies, )

If his war is popular, why does Roosevelt fear
the war referendum? Why does he, the democrat
of Democrats, fear to let the people vote on war?

Labor Looks Thrn:gh
The Press '

By Arthur Hopkins

Horror Ibem: John W, Rudin, presldent-treasurer
of Dowds-Rubin department store, declares that
there is an immediate need in the government of
more real statesmen of the Andrew Mellon type.
He favors a program of balancing the budget, en-
couraging private capltal (glve the boszes a bigger
whip),. stop wasteful public spending (to hell with
the reliefers), eliminate government subsidies (ex-
cept to “struggling” businesses) end government
competition with private business (except where
the busipess iz plalnly an unprofitable one), svold
price-fixing and price-slashing (let the bosses do
thig), inerease purchasing power through stimula-
tion of private initiative (more vacht buving and
the liked, and the return of the rellef problem to
local communities (let the poor feed their own like
they did in the “good old dayvs of Hoover, and
before.™ )

Bays the Chicage "‘labor® paper, the Wrecker,
alias the Midwest Dally Record: It s not too late
to drum the fascist General Mosely gut of the army
he has diseredited' (for his viclous blasts against
workers and his general all around ratishness.)
Once upon & time the Communist Party, whose
paper this is, would have told us that the general

iz but the rotten ripe frult of militarism, the watch .

dog of eapitalism.
W L ] -
Says W. B. Ragsdale: “'History does not afford
an instance wholly comparable to the situation in

which stand the relations between Roosevelt and

Garner, The two are personal friends yet differ
widely on questions of nationel policy.” That is

to say, just whatis the best way to keep a firm .3

geat on the backs of the American workers?

How we love you, J. P, Morgan!—"Love is the
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only cement strong enough to unite into a nnum\ i -

the poor and the rich, the strong and the weak,

the employer and the employe.”—Alexis Cwrvel,

“Martied quq,-"__ﬁ?adﬂg.#inut.
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