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‘Who Is Coughlin,
W hat Is His Program,
How Did He Rise?

| - Aided by Big Business, America's

Number One Fascist Rose from
Obscurity to Lead a Movement
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INSTALLMENT III
Coughlin Opposes Social Security

Yes, Coughlin is thoroughly devoted to capitalism. He
opposes capitalism granting even the slightest concession
to labor.

To guarantee food and clothing to a laboring man and

" his family when some sordid capitalist throws him out of

a job would threaten the capitalist structure Father Cough-
lin thinks!

“Studving it (the Social Security Act) closely, one dis-
ecovers that basically it is socialistic in its conception and
alms. It is socialism of the old school; socialism that
offers a remedy more disastrous than the threatened
evil; socialism that demands we take from those who
have and give to those who have not.” {(Social Justice,
October 17, 1938.)

In the same editorial he advocates giving everyone an
“annual living wage” instead of Social Security,

What Father Coughlin considers an “annual living
wage” in dollars he does not state. It fnust be less than
social security to gain his approval!

And what would be wrong with giving a decent annual

I living wage (not less than $2,500 at present cost of living }

and Social Security? A labor government could easily ob-
tain that as a minimum for the workers in the richest land
on the face of the earth,

Coughlin Favors Regimentation of Labor

The industrial barons have long been struggling to en-
act changes into the Wagner Act which would benefit them.
Coughlin backs up the changes they want. There must be
“so conflict” between labor and the employers, Coughlin
says. “‘National unity” is what he wants.

“Make the United States Department of Labor a real
power. Let it take over the functions of collective bar-
gaining—the funetions which the American Federation
of Labor iz now trying to fulfill, Let it supplant the
A. F. of L. entirely.” (Interview published in the Detroit
Times, October 10, 1934.) _

Does this sound like giving labor the right to organize?
What Coughlin advocates in the quotation above 1s exactly
what Mussolini and Hitler advocated and what they put
into effect. _

Concentration ¢amps, forced labor, prisons, starvation,
endless hours for labor—this is what Father Coughlin's
plan means.

Father Coughlin Favors War

Father Coughlin claims that he is opposed to war. But
close attention to his words shows that he is 'III']J|J1E'5E‘-| only
to war against Germany and Italy at the present fme. And

. even on this point he will shift quickly enough when the

war actually breaks. He supported Roosevelt’'s war pro-
~gram once before. It will not be difficult for lum to flop
back again during the war hysteria and cry sternly over
his network: “Reosevelt’'s War or Ruin!”

There is no dearth of statements he has made on this
point too, disclosing his real views.

On January 19, 1930, in the discourse entitled “Christ
or the Red Fog,” Coughlin attacked a Milwaukee students’
conference for adopting a resolution opposing war. He
condemned the students because :

“They are unwilling to assist in building up a betler navy
and a stronger army to protect a country where Christ is
still a King." (Father Charles E. Coughlin, p. 68.)
Counghlin iz not less devoted to capitalism and private
property than Roosevelt, He too wants a big navy and a
big army. He too wants unemployed youth marching be-
hind bayonets.

The Fine Art of Jew-Baiting

So incensed are the American workers at the unparal-
leled brutality with which Hitler has persecuted the Jews,
and so great has been the wave of sympathy for them that
Coughlin has attempted to deny that he is a Jew-baiter,

“we disavow all participation with those who hate
Jews because they are Jews, . . .'" (Social Justice, May 1,
1989.) “If and when anti-Semitism shows its ugly head
here, T shall be the first, without hope of receiving reward
to condemn it both by volce and deed.” (Reprinted in
Soclal Justice, May 1, 1333.)

But a fascist movement if it is to be successful must
have a scapegoat on whom the frenzied masses can vent
their rage in place of the capitalists who deserve it. { Natu-
rally the capitalists pay well for this service.) And so
Coughlin too must have a scapegoat. Coughlin like Hitler
and Mussolini has selected the Jew for his scapegoat.

In order to maintain that he is not anti-Semitic, he
divides Jews into two categories. Five per cent of them are
religious, he postulates, This five per cent he favors—and
if they are ever persecuted, he declares, you will find him
in their front ranks! The other ninety-five per cent, he
says, are nof religions. They are communists, socialists,
atheists, international bankers, and dealers in gold. In fact
Father Coughlin does not pause at words far more lurid
than these in marking the Jews for victims on the recking
altar of capitalism,

At the very height of Hitler's persecution of the Jews,
when the whole world watched horrified, and even reaction-
aries scurried to place themselves on record as opposing
this persecution, Father Coughlin defended Hitler's bloody
pogrom and attacked the Jewish victims. (Radio speech,
November 20, 1938.)

(Continued on Fage 3)
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Roosevelt

Offers
Jobless
22c a | Day

Congress Committee
Accepts Bill Lopping
Billion from W.P.A.

$1.57 per week is enough
for any unemployed person to
eat, house, drink and be mer-
ry-—so says I'resident Roose-
velt and so say after him the
reactionary members of the
House Appropriations  Sub-
commitiee.

{  Twenty-two cents a day for
all the needs of a human be-
ing ! That 1s the concrete, hor-
ribile ]111!El1l'i!'|"7'| of the 1940 re-
lied bill introduced Wednes-
day into Congress by the
House Appropriations Sub-
committee, embodying the
main recommendations on re-
llef made by Presldent Roose-

velt in his April 27 réllef mes.
sage bto Congress.

The Sub-commities’s bill ac-
cepted Roosevell's proposed
figure for W.P.A. for the fiscal
yvear which beginsg July 1:
$1.477.000,000, which is far more
than a billion dollars less thon
the amount allotted to Cthe
W.P.A. in the current year,
which was $§2,530 805,000, By
FHoozevelt's own computation,
the most his flgure would per-
it is o total of 2,000,000 W.P.A,
jobs during the year beginning
July 1—500,000 fewer jobs than
those actually working on
w.P.A., today, and 1,350,000
fewer than were working in
Hovember, 1038, Imimediately
after heing re-elected, Rooge-
velt started the W.FP.A. slashes
which he still oontinues ever
frther,

The American Association
of Social Workers, authorite-
tive professional body of per-
sons engaged in relicf manage-
ment, on May 21 isstied a re-
port that 23,000 persons in-this
country were dependent on re-
1tef, and that £3.59 of W.P.A.
Federal funds were being ex-
pended for every dollar spent
by local relief agencies. On this
basiz, all relief, W.P.A. and lo-

iContinued on Page 2)

Japanese Challenge
British for Suprem-
acy in China
War this summer is the pre-

dictlon of some, the, fear of
many. The renewed erlsis 18

| breaking simultaneously on two

| fronts—Central Europe and the
| Par East.

These recurring orfises are
| pemlly part of one permanent
is.n-a continuous erisis that will
be with us untll the gangster-
imperialists in London, Paris,
Washington, Rome, Tokyo, and
Berlin resort finally to arms in
a general War.

The developments in the Far
Foast revolve around a direct
Jopanese challenge to Britain
for supremacy in China, De-
spite the apparently broad

sweep of its military victories,

French Dictatorship Jails
Another Young Militant

Rigal, Steve, Schmit Held Incommunicado
— Technicians’ Federation Protests

Repression of working class
militants continues in FPrance
with unabated fury. Latest in
a series of persecutions direct-
ed against those revolutionists
who conduct consistent anti-
war activities, is the “preven-
tive arrest’ of comrade Schmit,
g wvoung Fourih International-
izt. Rigal and Steve whose
spreventive arrests™ have al-
ready been reported in the Ap-
peal have not yet been re-
ieased. Mo explanation of the
arrests has been given by the

Daladier government which
acted under the antl-labor de-
cree laws,

The arrest of Steve, Rigal
and Schmit for their anti-mili-
tury agitation is only the most
flagrant of many instances of
repression, Thousands of work-
erg are st in jail for their
participation in the Movember
30 general strike. Many work-
ing-¢class editors have been im-
prisoned, their papers selsed,

By arresting Steve, Rigal and
Schmit without any specific
pretext or charge the govern-
ment has however added a
pew wrinkle lo its methods of
suppression.

All Workers Affecied

Appealing to all working-
cliss organizations to take ac-
tion against the arrests, the
Fourth  Internationalists In
France point out that '“the
ouegtion which poses itself for
iheze three comrades today
may be posed for thousands of
athers omorrow.” They further
point out that while wn:rrking-
class editors have been hound-
ed, and scores of militants
tnrown into jall, the fascists
are permitted to act freely
without let or hindrance,

The newspaper of the Feder-
wlion of Technilclans, to which
organization Steve belonged,

published an appeal in its May
iszue calling for his release.

the Japanese drlve for robber
conguest of China haz actuslly
been stalemated. Economic and
financial weapons wielded by
Japan's British and American
and French rivals have contrib-
uted altmost az much to this
stalemate gs the continuing
dogged resistance of the Chin-
ese army in the western prov-
nces and the guerrilla forces
throughout the conguered ter-
rFitory.
Make Scant Headway

Unable to "pacify" the land
over-run by its armies, the Jap-
anese  fiave been unable to
make serious headway in ex-

ploiting the frults of their con-
gquest. Espectally in the mone- ;|
tary field, the British have em-
ployed " the weapons of thelr
superior sconomic ressurees to
block Japan's attempts to
MNoat & stable currency capable
of competing with the Chinese
dollar, which has been kept
bolstered up by an exchange
stabilization fund manipulated
hy the British banks, (The re-
cent drop In the Chinese dollar
exchange rate was a manipu-
lated profit-taking maneuver
tbat revealed the eXtent of
Eritish finaneial coniral.)

The lssue of the forelgn con-

5.U.P. BUCKS
GOVERNMENT
HIRING HALLS

The showdown fight between
the Sailors Unlon of the Pacifle
and the .5, Maritime Commis-
sion is still going on full blast
at Seattle, Washington, where
the commission is wainly at-
tempting to get one of its ships
cquipped and loaded,

A sallors and flremen’s pick-
et line at the 5.5. Coldbrook iz
heing supporied by teamsters,
longshoremen and trainmen,

Longshoremen sent to load
the ship and teamsters for-
warding frelght have refused
to go through the plcket line,

A trainload of logs arrived
wir flat cars, but trainmen re-
fused to drive the train through
the picket line.

(Continued en FPage 3)

New World War Crisis Breaking

On European and Asiatic Fronts

&

Blockaded Tientsin
Forces Far Eastern
Control Issue

e

cessions in the Chinese treaty
ports is being foreed in a high-
Iy spectacular manner. The in-
lernational area at Amoy, south
China port, and the British and
French goncessions al Tlentsin,
are being blockaded by Japan-
eee forces, The Japanecse have
made it obvious that they are
aiming at the same time at the
international area of Shanghai,
chief stronghold of the wealth
of Japan's imperialist rivals,
Britaln, the United States, and
France, That in the course of
the present crisis the Japanese
will extend the offensive to
Shanghai iz a foregone conclu-
sion.
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Comeback InMinnea pqlis Elections

Labor Candidates
Poll Huge Vote

Shows Labor Has Reformed Political Ranks
Since Gubernatorial Defeat—Several Can-
didates on Labor Slate Elected
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machine eight months ago.

MARTIN STRIKE
IS DESPERATE
FACTIONAL ACT

Fails In Attempt to
Regain Following by
Calling “Strike”

By Siaff Correspondent

FLINT, Mich,, June 11—In &
desperate attempt to recoup his
lost and rapidly withering fol-
lowing, Homer Martin staged o
strike Thursday at the Flsher
Body Mo. 1 plant, hoping
agalnst hope that it would take
hold and spread throughout
iGreneral MotoTs. -

Martin  pulled the purely
factional and jurisdictional
“strike’” without a vole of even
hizs own members, Martin
threw a plecked line of bhetween
50 and 100 men around the stra-
tegic Fisher Mo, 1 plant, C.I1.0.
men, seeing & picket line, and
in confuston as to who called
the strike, did not enter the
plant. A few sporadic fist
fights oceurred, but in general
tie men refrained from going
inta the plants.

Only later did the C.I.0.
members learn that it was a
Martin mmove, called without
dizcussion or vote, and having
no meaning for betiering con-
ditions. Learning that the so-

(Continued on Page 3)

Browder Announces Purge ﬂ_f

C.P. Ranks and Leadership

Report to Party’s National Committee Re-

fers to Widespreod

Discontent in Ranks

A sweeplng purge of the
ranks and especizlly the lead-
ership of the Communist party
in thig eountry — a purge as
thorough-going and viclous as
those conducted by Stalin in the
Soviet Union—is now being con-
ducted under the direction of
Chief Stalinist Commissar Earl
Browder, partty general secre-
tary, according to his own an-
nouncement,

The news of the purge s con-
tained in the text of a report
delivered by Browder on May
6 to B, 1538, at o meeting in

Mew Yaork of the Mational Com-
mittee of the Communist
Party.

Although the text of the re.
port as originelly printed in the
Dally Worker deliberately
omits any reference to the
purge and the discontentment
among the ranks of the mem-
bership, it iz contrined in de-
tail in the text of the report as
published by “*Workers Library

Publishers,” the Sialinist pub-
lishing house, under the title
““The 1440 Elections." by Earl
Browder.

Reporta are current, howev-
er, that the first edition of the
publizshed pamphlet has already
been withdrawn from sale and
cireulation and fs about to be
issued in more carefully re-
viged form.

The pamphlet report reveals
that large groups of leading
Swalintzt  functionaries are
about to be “exposed” and
purgeéd as stool-plgeons and
provocateurs, in  accordance
with all the rules; and regula-
tions Iald down by Stalin in his
serles of frame-up trials,

“We have sufficient évidenco
in convinee us that a nomber
of these varicos types of agents
hold pariy membership books,”
said Browder, *we know that
some of them have been or are
members of state commillees

{Continmed on Fage 4)

{Specinl to the Soclalist Appeal)
MINNEAPOLIS, June 13-
comeback in Monday's city elections, almost but not quite
wiping out the crughing advances made by the Republican

Organized labor made a great

T. A. Eide, the labor candidate for mayor, received 74,962
votes, losing by only 7,257 to the incumbent, Mayor Leach,
The extraordinary significance of this vote can be under-
stood by comparing it to the gubernatorial clections eight
months ago, when Farmer-Labor Governor Benson lost to
the Republican Stassen by over 250,000 votes in the state,

with comparable fgures for
Minneapohs,

Organized labor resisted
the reactionaries all along the
line.

In the fight for the Board
of Estimate and Taxation, ‘Al
Hanson, laborite, squeezed
out a victory over the capital-
ist candidate, Benton, by 70,-
734 1o 68,610,

H. G. Knight, candidate of
the labor slate, was elected to
the Board of Park Commis-
S1OMETS.

Margaret Larson, labor-en-
dorsed, captured one of the two
library directorships,

Owen  Cunningham, trade
unionist, relled up 31,447 votes
to win the election for the wun-
expired term on the school
board. Roy M. Weir, Central
Labor Unlon organizer, came
within an ¢velash of capturing

another post oo the school
board.

Bass Proposal Defeated

The charter amendment, MNo.
10, sought by the reactionaries,
was vobted down, 69,763 to 68,-
104,

In the aldermanic race, Syl
Blosky, member of the Milk
Drivers Union and on the labor
glate, upset the incumbent, Sul-

ward, the first labor eandidate
ever to win a first ward major-
ity over Leach,

In the sixth ward, Al Bastis,
old-time laborite, smothered his
capitalist opponent, and Stan-
ley Anderson, in the tenth, won
over his opponent by 8,106 to
5.521. Another laborlte, John
Melson, carrled the eleventh
ward and, in the twelfth, Mike
Foley lost to the reactionaries
by only 221 wotes,

The reinrns show that Eide
carried a majority of the cliy's
thirteen wards. Eide won out in
the first, third, sixth, ninth,
temth, eleventh and twelfth. I
was the fonrth, seventh, cighth
nnd thirteenth that won for
Leach, particwarly the upper-
middie class elghih and {hir-
tcenth., Leach polled 21,8970
voles from these twoe wards,
and that gave him the election.

The unions had been able to
break down several of the bor-
der wards. The second, always
reactionary, was carried by
Leach by less than a thousand
votes, and in the fifth, Leach
got less than 800 majority.

Extent of Comaback

When, last November, the
Farmer - Labor movement,
which two wyears before had

won by o guarter of a milllon
votes, instead lost by an equal
number, and that half-milllon
vote change In the state was
paralleled in Minneapolis, polit-
icel commentators predicted
ihat the Farmer-Labor Party—
and by implication, all labor
party movements — would be
dead for vears in Minnesota.
Yet, s scant elght months
Iater, the trade union move-

ment has been able to re-form
iContinoed on Page 2)

livan, Bide also carried this
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