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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the idle factories—operate them under
workers' control.

2. A Tweniy-Billion dollar Federal pablic works
" and bhousing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! 530-weekly minimum wage—
20-hour weekly maximum for all werkers on

all Jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weckly old-age and disability
penslon.

8. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

7. All war funds to the unemployed.

8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
8. Mo secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.

11. Workers' Defense Guards against vigiiantie
and Fascisit attacks.

Stop Reaction's March

The Pennsylvania legislature has just passed
a bill outlawing sit-down strikes, abolishing the
check-off of union dues, and granting the em-
ployer the unwarranted privilege to interfere
with workers’ rights by calling for a union elec-
tion whenever he wishes.

This bill is part of the nation-wide offensive
of Big Business and the War Deal against labor
and belongs to the same category of legislative
and judicial attacks as the vicious anti-labor
bills passed in Oregonand Washington, the sit-
down prosecutions in Los Angeles, the decision
of the Supreme Court in the Fansteel case, and
the $7,500,000 damage suit of Repullic Stecl
against the workers it shot down.

With the development of the sit-down strike
and the great wave of union organization that
created the C.1.O. and built up the membership
of the A.F. of L. to new heights, the American
worker demonstrated that he had unlimited pow-
er to bring the employers to heel and put a stop
to bosses’ acts of intimidation, violence, spying,
shootings in the back, low wages, long hours,
and colossal profits for the stockholders.

But the employers own, control, and manage
the government and the courts. As soon as the
militancy of the workers seemed to die down,
the employers launched a counter-campaign, util-
izing their government as the instrument of
attack.

Through their government, they are attempt-
ing to do away with the sit-down strike which
won gains for labor so effectively. Through
their government they are attempting to iImpov-
erish the union treasury by abolishing the check-

“off. Through their government they are attempt-

ing to put a complete halt to union organization
by permitting the employer to call an election
whenever he is sure that the union for one rea-
son or another does not have a majority in the
plant. )

The first step in calling a halt to this offensive
of Big Business is clear recognition that these
anti-labor laws should be regarded by militant
labor with the same degree of contempt with
which Big Business had them enacted.

To the law of the employers: PROFITS
FIRST, the workers must reply: THE RIGHT
TO LIVE FIRST.

There is no deception, no violence, no frame-
up, no bloody or despicable deed which Big Bus-
iness will not commit in its counter-campaign
against labor. We must organize Workers De-
fense Guards immediately in every union local
in order to meet a new wave of machine-gun
terror from the bosses.

And we must organize to put into power our
own government, a WORKERS' GOVERN-
MENT that will act to protect and increase the
rights of the great majority of working men in-
stead of the small handful of stockholders whose
vaults are bursting with ill-gotten profits.

" The “Front” Collapses

By a decisive majority, the Congress of the
French Socialist Party voted to put an end to
collaboration with the Stalinist party.

The decision marks only the formal burial
of the Popuiar Front which has been dead on
its feet these many months in France. The so-

called “Radicals” led by Daladier, had aban-
doned it some time ago.

A more inglorious end to a movement for
which such fabulous promises were made, is
hard to imagine.

The Popular Front was going to unite the
workers into a solid bloc and win to its banner
the “progressive capitalists.” [t succeeded only
in yoking the workers to the chariot of the
ruling class,

It was going to consolidate and extend the
zains won by the workers by their own milita‘nt
class action, especially during the powerful sit-
down strike movement of June 1936, First un-
der Blum and then under Daladier, every one
of these gains was taken away from the workers,
who were cajoled, browbeaten and forced into
abandoning them under the plea that it was n
the interest of the Popular Front.

It was going to bar the road to the advance
of the fascists in France, to the rise of totali-
tarianism. The fascist gains are stronger and
more impudent in France today than they were
three-four years ago. The advance of totalitari-
anism, of dictatorial rule, of government by
decree has been swifter and more stunning dur-
ing the period of the Popular Front govern-
ment, especially Daladier’s, than ever before n
France.

It was going to “secure peace,” to stave off
war, to “halt Hitler." It did none of these. Not
only is war more imminent, but the masses are
more disoriented and demoralized in face of that
mortal threat to their lives and liberties. Still
more : both the Socialist and Communist Parties
ended their Popular Front collaboration by be-
coming the most zealous patriots, the most fu-
rious shouters for a “preventive” war against
Hitler and Co.

It was going to lead to a “united party” of
the working class. It did not; it could not. The
gulf between the social democrats and the Stalin-
ists 15 wider today than at the beginning of the
Popular Front. The social democrats have be-
come more rabid national French patriots. The
Stalinists have bhecome more openly nationalist
Russtan patriots. The one is no more honorable
than the other.

As the “Iron Front"—<class collaboration in
Germany opened the road to Hitler. As the
“People’s Front"—class collaboration in Spain
facilitated the trivmph of Franco. In France,
the collapse of People’s Front collaboration with
capitalism makes it possible for the workers and
peasants of that country to reorganize their
ranks, to turn the helm in the right direction,
and with their invincible united strength, erush
the war-mongers and capitalist exploiters. There
is yet time for this.

And et us learn the clearly-indicated lessons
irom Europe. The Popular Front—that means
the subjection of labor to capital; that means
igm:-miniuus defeat.

Progress, victory—these are possible only by
means of the United Workers Front, of Class
against Class.

And How!

“I-Hate-War™ Roosevelt continues to hate
war in his own inimitable fashion.

Having turned over to the war machine the
funds belonging to the unemployed and spent
more money for warplanes, battleships, bombs,
rifles, torpedoes, bayonets, and submarines than
any other peace-time president in the history of
the United States, he has now launched a re-

cruiting campaign without parallel to expand
his army.

Huge recruiting stations on wheels are to be
opened, new slogans are to be invented, and
posters, motion pictures, and the radio are to be
marshalled for use. Major Harold N. Gilbert,
recruiting officer-in-charge said that even some
“high pressure salesmanship” might be used.

They'll need plenty of high pressure salesman-
ship. For, as the recent Gallup polls have shown.
not all Roosevelt's charm has sold the American

workers and farmers on the idea of going to
war,

Stalin Aids China

A dispatch from Hong Kong reports that ma-
terials are coming from Russia to the aid of
China on a greatly reduced scale. Not only have
shipments been cut down, but the experts who
have been acting as a staff of advisors to Chiang
Kai-shek have been withdrawn almost entirely.

Observers report that no new agreement has
been reached for further aid from Russia and
that Stalin's policy of helping China has about
run its course.

What is the trouble? Has Stalin succeeded in
draining away China’s gold supply the way he
did Loyalist Spain's? Or is he finding that his
G.P.U. apparatus cannot learn the Chinese lan-
guage as easily as it learned Spanish? Or did
his fishing agreement with Japan extend to the
horders of Tibet?
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APFPEAL

dish dafly, the Frelheit, went

to Palestine and was horrified
o discover the Palestinian
Communist Party conducting
an antl-Jewish poliey: how he
returned to seek the interven-
tion of the Central Committes
of the American party; amnd
how, as o consequence of rals-
ing the guestion he was driven
[rom his editorial post, has now
been told by Sh. Weber, who
from 1932 to 1837 was a col-
lepgue of Epstein and co-city
editor. of the Freiheit. Detalls
of this story appear in an ar-
ticle by Weber in the Jewlsh
Daily Forward, May 27.

When Epstein arrived in
Palestine in the Spring of 1836,
a prominent figure in the Com-
munist movement, he found
himself greeted with open hos-
tility by the Arab secretary of
the Palestinlan party. “Who
sent for vou, who needs wvour
advice?", this man sald to Ep-
stein, "We get our advice from
Moscow, and you stop interfer-
-I:nE-"

C.P.P, Anil-Fewish

As a result of his encounters
with this man and his investi-
gations of the actual conduct of
the Stalinists In Palestine, Ep-
steln was driven to the conciua-
sion that *“the general secre-
tary of the Communist Party of
Palestine is a bilter enemy of
the Jews."

Moscow's appointee as chief-
tain of the Palestinian Stalin-
istz worked on the basls of the
outlook, which he expressed to
Epstein, that all Jewish Com-
munists were actually secret

af the arganization.

line of refusing to distinguish
between the genuine aspira-

I signed,

game played by the Muftl and
his terrorists, the Palestinlan
Stalinist organization not oniy

j defended the bombings and as-

sassinations carrled on by the
Muftl's gangsters, but actually
ftgell engaged in such bomb-
ingz, Epstein discovered,

Jewizsh Communists  were
singled out for the horrible
task of throwing these bombs.
In cases where Arabs were asg.
signed, the Jews were required
to manufacture the bombs.

Meets Opposillonists

Epstein had & meeting with
a group of Jewlsh Communists
who had been driven out of ths
organization, and learned fur-
ther corraborating details
Iong the seme line. Since

en, these dissidentz have or-
ganizeéd around the paper pub-
lished in both Arabic and Heb
rew, Haor-El Nour, on a pro-
gram of Arab-Jewish workers’
and peasants” unity.

Epstein learned of the ag-
signment of two young Jewish
Communists to throw a bomb
at a Jewish meeting in Tel-
Aviv, He sought out those as-
and prevailed upon
them to abandon the project.

Horrified by what he had
seen  in Palestine, Epstein
went to Spain and there saw
the chieftain of the colonial de-
partment of the Communist In-
ternational. The Ilatter, when
appealed to by Epstein, told
him that his only recourse was
to secure the ald of the Central
Commitiee of the American
party.

Epsteln Tells His Story

The foregoing facts were re-

sympathizera with the Zionist|ported by Epstein to a select
movement, As & consequence,  meeting of members of the
he took measures to drive most | Jewish Bure of the C.P. and ed-
af the Jewish Communists out| ltorlal associates on the Frel-

Ehtit_ Weber was at this meet-
In accordance with Moscow's | ing, and the terrible facts re-

ported by Epstein and the fail-
ure of the Stalinist leadership

Visits Palestine, Finds Communist
Party Pursuing Anti-Jewish Line

How Melach Epstein, Former “Freiheit” Editor, Saw the
Full Viciousness of the Stalinist Line and Was Driven
Into Exile for Telling His Objections to the Bureaucracy

How Melach Epstein, editor tlons of the Arab masses and
of the Communist Party's Yid- the corrupt and unprincipled

o do anything about them led
him finally to break with Stal-
inism.

Epsiein never succeeded in
h:jntin: the matter to the
point of discussion inm the Cen-

, tral Committee, He was mere.

Iy called before s sub-commit-
tee and confronoted with a
ready-made resolution support-
ing the policy of the Comintern
in Palestine, A buresucrat
without much courage, Epstein
soon endugh capitulated. His
gole acl of resistance was (o re-
fuge to write an article at the
time defending the line of the
Central Committee's resolution,

The jackals around him took
advaniage of the weakening of
Epstein’s position as the result
of his raizsing the Palestine
question, and after a period of
defending himself, Epsteln was
finally forced to resign his post
as editor, and go into exile for
tweo wears st the other end of
the country.

The Basle Line
Weber's story provides a
minor link in the broader story
which requires no revelations

at all, but iz known to the Jew-
ish workers and Arab workers
and peasants of Palestlne., The
Stalinists hawve sought to win
the good will of the Arab land-
owners and bourgeolsie in pref-
erence to that of the Palestin-
fan masses. Having no falth in
the colonial revaelution which is
indicated for the Mear East,
the Stalinists prefer to link
themselves with the Arab ex-
ploiters and to use them as a
form of pressure upon Britaln
on bhehalf of Stalin's diplomatic
moves, The Btalinists never
griticize the Arab exploiters,
and have discouraged all
moves Lo organize the Arab
workers a5 an independent
force. This is the basic policy
l¥ing behind the anti-Jewish
orlentation of the Palestinlan
Stalinkst organization,

Manifesto Issued by League for
Cultural Freedom and Socialism

(Contlnoed from Page 1)

mium is put upon the conven-
tional and the academie., The
social sclences are witnessing
the revival of various forms of
obscurantism, the rise of an in-
tolerant orthodoxy., Educators
are being intimidated through
lovalty omths, Government cen-
sorship eripples W.P.A| theatre,
art, and literary projects, Ter-
rorism I8 exercised by the
Catholic church over such cul-
tural enterprises as the movies.
Cowvert aabolage hinders the
publication of work by indepen-

: dent and revolutionary writers.
| And In heresy hunting bodles

like the Dies Committes, many
of these tendencies find officlal
and concentrated expression,
Such conditlons are & chal-
lenge to Independent intellectu-
alz., Yet oo exlsting cultural
organlzation iz ready fully to
meat the challenge. If In the
totalitarian =states

der pressure  of
tlom, Cultural circles, formerly
progressive, are now capitulat-
ing to the spirit of fasclsm
while ostensibly combatting its
letter. ‘They fight one false-
hood with another. To the det.
fication of Hitler and Mussa.
llnl they counterpose the delfi-

support of Roogevelt. The mys-
ticism of "“Aryan® supremacy
they match with a national-
democratic myth conjured out
of America’s historle Infancy.
T the war drive of the faselst
powers they reply with a war
drive of their own.

In conzeguence the intellec-
fual gains of recent decades
are being rapidly wiped oot
The last war sec moving in this
country a profound current of
scepticism In respect to bour.
geols values In art and life.
Responsible for the finest ocul-
tural achievements of the post.
war peried, this tendency cul-
minated after 1928 in the rodi-
ealization of a significant part
of the intelligentsia. But now,
in the name of a spurious
“anti-fascist’ unity, numerous
intellectunls are deserting their
hard-won ceritical independence,
They are glving up thelr op-
position to capitalist exploita-
tlon and oppression, to imperi-
mlist dominatlon of colonial
lands. They no longer protest
repression and frame-up in this
country, in the Boviet Tnlon,
and in other “‘demdocracies’.
They have forsaken the strug-
| gle for the right of asylum, In

cation of Stalln, the ungualified |

the name of a “dermocratic
front™ against tyranny abroad
they put up with inereasing
tyranny &t home. In short,
they have surrendered the
right—and duty—to protest all
injustice, to  investigate all
formiulae, to challenge all dog-
mas, to think through all prob-
lems., And inspired by Stalin-
izt and social-reformist propa-
ganda they advocate a new
war for “democracy." Yet this
war must give birth to military
dietatorship and to forms of in-
tellectual repression far more
wviolent than those evoked by
the RSt War.

Among advanced intellestual
cireles in the United States the
most active forces of reaction
today are the so-called cultural
organizations under control of
the Communist party. Pretend.
ing o represent progressive

i opinion, these bodies are In el-
intellectual ; fect
life iz an affair for the rm:lin:&-j Eremlin

in America it is preparing, un- | outlaw all

the
They
opinton

but apologists for
dietatorship,

dissenting

H.nt.i-fa.ati_-st! Irom the Lefi. They poison tho
hysteria, for voluntary ahdicn-l

intellectual atmosphere with
slander, And they have sue-
ceeded in imposing thelr views
and methods on groups former.
Iy independent of the Commu.
nist Party.

Against these forces we, the

| undersigned, believe that ar-

tists and writers must unite to
defend their independence as
craftsmen, indeed, thelr wvery
rlght to work, It goes without
saying that we do not subzcribe
to  that currently fashionable
catch-word: “Nelther commu-
nism nor fascism.'" On the con-
trary, we recognize that the
lHperation of culture is insepar-
fible from the liberation of the
working classes and of all ha-
manity. Shall we abandon the
ideals of revolutionary social
ism because oane palltical
group, while clinging to its
name, has so miserably be-
traved its principles? Shall we
revert to a program of middie-
class democracy hecauss the
Kremlin government, in obedi
epce to itz own Interests—-
which are no longer the inter
ests of the Saviet people nor of
the masses anvywhere—dlrects
us to do go? On the contrary,
we reject all such commands.
Democracy under industrial-
capitalism can offer no perma-
nent haven ta the intellectual
worker and artist. In lis insta-
bility, it becomes the breeding
ground of dictatorship, and
such few libertles as it grants
us today, it will violently re-
voke tomorrow. The idea of
democracy must come to flow.

er in 4 socialist democracy. In
the revolutlonary reconstruc-
tion of soclety lles the hope of
the world, the promise of a
free humanity, a new art, an
unrestricted sclence,

The defense of intellectual
freedom  requires, moreover,
that we reject all theories and
practices which tend to make
culture the creature of politics,
even revolutiooary politics, We
demand COMPLETE FREE-
DOM FOR ' ART AND BS0CI-
ENCE. NO DICTATION BY
PARTY OR GOVERNMENT.
Culture not oniy does not seek
orders but by its very nature
cannot tolerate them. Truly in-
tellectual creation is incompat-
ible with the spirit of confor-
mity; and if art and sclencs
are to be true to the revolu-

tion. they must first be true to
themsealves.

We are not alone in these
convictions., Our principles are
in general agreement with
those contained in a recent
manifesto of Andre Breton, the
French poet, and Diego Rivera,
the Mexican painter, Move-
ments inspired by thelr mani-
festo have alremdy appeared in
France, England and else-
where,

We appeal, therefore, to all
writers and artists in the Unit-
ed States whe are in substan-
Hal accord with our views to
upite with us in forming a rev-
alutionary league of writers
and artists. The [unction of
thiz organization will be to glve
publicity {o our aims, to pro-
vide a forum for cultural dis-
cussion, and to campalgn
against all reactionary tenden.

eieg in intellectual life where-
ever they arise,
THE LEAGUE FOR CUL-

TURAL FREEDOM AND S0-
CIALISM: James Burnham,
¥. F, Calverton, Eleanor Clark,
David ©, DeJong, F. W. Dupee,
James T. Farrell, Clement
CGreenberg,  Willlam Gruen,
Melvin J, Lasky, James Laugh.
lim IV, Dwilght Macdonald,
Charles  Malamuth, Sherry
Mangnan, Clark Mills, George
L. K. Morris, George Novack,
Lyman Paine, Kenneth Patch-
en, William Phillips, Fairfield
Porter, Philip Rahv, James
Rorty, Harold Rosenberg, Paul
Rozenfeld, Meyer Schaplro,
Deltnore Schwartz, Winfield T.
Scott, John Wheelwright., and
Bertram D, Woife,

(Plepge address all comms-
nicatlons to: Dwight Macdon-
ald, Acting Secretary, 638 East
Bath 5., New York Clty)
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By Max Shachtman——

Some of our readers may be aware that the
Lovestoneites are carrying on a shamefaced cam-
pajgn for union intp one organization of them-
selves, the Sociallst Party and the Socialist Work-
ers Party. Bhamefaced, because the I.L.L.A. and
the editors of the Workers Age do not take a posi-
tion on the question yet—that's their idea of giv-
ing leadership—but, with mock humility, they

print inspired '“letters from the rank and file'" in
which the standpoint in favor of union iz given
the better play.

On another occasion, our own opinlon on the
question will be put forward at greater length.
Suffice it for today to print a communication
which shows the lengths to which Lovestone is
going in his anxiety to unite with the "“Trotsky-
ista"—a letter just received from an old friend
in Paris, under date of May 21. It reads in part:

“I come to a less pleasant subject, Lovestone
and bis lecture. It was reserved for a half hin-
dred members of the P.S.0.P., plus several in-
vited guests, I among them. You can well imagloe
that under the circumstances Lovestone had noth-
ing of the ‘innocent abroad' about him. The aim
he ﬂSEjgﬂﬁﬂ. hli‘l‘l.EEﬂ', on the basis of an exposi-
tion of the American trade union situstlon, was
vigible from the beginning to the end of his les-
ture but only il one were a little famillar with
this situation and with things in America in gen-
eral. It was a bit long and tiresome because Love-
stone does not speak French and his translator
wanted to translate bit by bit and himself spoke
very slowly, sometimes haltingly. But be was &
true colleague, who did his all to accentuate, by
his tone, the points that L. smothered over, here
and there, and you know our proverb that "e'est le

ton qul falt la chanson® (It's the tone that makes
the song}.

Such “Honest” People!

“On every point he was obviously tendenclous.
Even when he pointed out, at the outset, that there
were now wo trade unlon movements in the
United States, he insisted on the fact that they were
two genulne movements, nothing like what the
Comintern had trled to do formerly when it sought
eveérywhere to split the existing trade unlons.
Similarly with respect to the trade union wobk of
the members of the Lovestone group. Ninety per-
cent of them are unionists—the other ten percent
being ineligible—and eighty percent hold trade
union positions, often modest ones but permitting
them to carry on a good work of education, he
said. They are model unionists, diseiplined and
respectiul of the rules and regulations. To be zure,
they defend their points of view and try to have
them prevail, but if they are in the minority, they
submit and apply the decisions adopted. They
never maneuver to [mpose thelr proposals ‘from
above' as was the case with the wicked Bolshe-
viks. They are true democrats. However, that
holds true only of atrictly unlon questions. When it
ig a matter of political questions—for example, the
struggle against the war—they intend to preserve
& complete freedom of action, even though the
majority decides against them. However, they
form fractions Inslde of all organizations. '

“As for the two frade union organizations, the
older. the A.F.L., is well known for its conserva-
tive tendency. Yet, it Is & democratic organization,
each affilianted union maintaining the right to act
ng it pleases. Whereas In the C.I1.0. therse 1s Bo
democracy whatsoever What's more, when the re-
constitution of unity was possible, because the
A F.L. accepted the new principle of organization
on an industrial basis, it was Lewis who pulled out,
showlng therchy that he wanted above all to keep
his center, of which he was the all-powerful mas-
ter. That iz why the Lovestone group, after having
worked with the C.I.0. and having rejolced over
its creation., moved away from it. Lovestone asid
nothing, of course, of his activity and of hizs per.
sonal interventions, of his collaboration with Hom-
er Martin, ete. . . .

“That's aboutl all there was in the general expo-
sition. It was already pretty tendenclous apd the
picture of the A P.L, was rather flattering, just ag
the picture of the Comintern of the good peried
wis crlumniatory. But in the question period,
when Lovestone alone had the floor and nlways the
last word, his fire was directed against the Amer-
ican "Trotskyists." They are only & political sect.
Little Influence In the trade unions. Only 400-500
members (the Lovestone group has 2,000, he said).
The Trotskyists are Stalinists upside-down., Their
turns are as abrupt as those of the Stalinists and.
if they criticlze Stalinism, they get their slogans
from the Pope of Coyoacan. For example, after
having entered the Soclalist party, they abrupily
left it, after having caused & good deal of trouble
and having weakened it (this sald for the benefit
of the leaders of the P.S.O.P. who weleomed the
French Trotskyists) . Similarly in the trade union
movement where they at first defended Homer
Martin, then attacked him without anvone kEnow-
ing why. Fioally, in this case, a not very flattering
portrait but one which will certainly not surprise
yvou. He sald not a word, naturally, either of the
Twice-Weekly Appeal or of the New Internationsl.

An Embarrassing Question

“Yet one gquestion embarrassed him; Iz it troe
that the Lovestone group approved the first Mos-
cow trials and choanged it attitude only with the
third trial, when Rykov and Bukharin were im-
valved? There is no connection, said Lovestome,
between this question and the subject of my lec-
ture, But I do not want to evade it. It is true that
we were mistaken at first about the Moscow trials,
Bit the ILL.L.A. does not pretend to have reaches
perfection as yvet. It can make mistakes. If it were
already perfect, we would no longer have anything
to do!"™

“Pretly ridicalouns, fsn't i£? But what could ke
gay?

“Ewven though the IL.L.A. was still far from
perfection and Lovestone was subject to error, e
aim he set himsell was certainly no less affected
by it: it was to discredit the American Trotskyles
and. by that, to reinforce, in the struggles develop-
ing at present inside the ranks of the P.5.0P., the
anti-Trotskyist elements, Freemasons and others
who find Trotskyvism rather annoyving. For me, be-
ing only an invited guest, not a member of the
P.5.0.P., and respectiul of the rules of well-known
old French politeness, I limited mysell to listeping
and to recording the fact that I hlw A Foed
evening.'” '
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