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Stalinist Literary Front Cracks
From the Third American Writers Congress
comes news of the resignations of Babette
Deutsch, and of Frances Winwar, who was a
member of the executive committee of the
League of American Writers, which sponsors
the Congress. Both resighations are protests
against the Increasingly obvious corruption
and reaction of the Third International and
against the Communist Party’s behind-the-
seeneg domination of the Congress. From out-
gide the Congress, nof one but Lwo opposition
groups of writers and artists have appeared
on the scene, One of these new groups is the
Dewey-Hook Committee for Cultural Free-
dom, of which more later, “The other is the
League for Cultural Preedom & Soclalism.
Unlike the Hook Committee, the League has
issued a militant and revolutionary manifesto.
It iz too early to judge the response to the
League's manifesto, which 1z only now being
published. But already it is clear that the
Hook-Dewey manifesto has the Stalinlsts wor-
ried. Its roster of names is incomparably
more distinguished than that of the signers of
the call to the Third Writers Congress. The
liperal N. ¥, Post reprinted the manifesto

Cin fall and commented faverably on it edi-

torially. And s0 it is not surprising to find
both the MNation and the New Republie this
week devoling major editorials to polemics
against the Committee. Whatever one's quar-
rels with the manifesto, and I have a good
many, one can but welcome its ald in the
struggle against Stalinist control of cultural
activities. Once that heavy hand is lifted off
our arts and letters, we can all breathe more
freely.

The Committee for Cultural
Freedom, Again

The editors of the Appeal have turned gver
ta me the following posteard: "Gentlemen:
In ome of your recent izsues I am coupled with
the Dies Commities, In another I am listed as
a plaver on the Studs Lonlgan team in a com-
ing game with the Marxist Maulers, You are
wrong about both items. I cannot prevent you
or your Mr. MacDonald [correct spelling:
Macdonald] from coupling the Commitiee for
Cultural Freedom with the Dles Commitiees,
sinee the Stalinists have already done so, But
gince I specifically refused to authorize the
use of my name in connection with your com-
ing game, I shall be obliged if you will stick
to the facts. Yours, etc., Sldney Hook.'

I don't know about the baseball game, al-
though I might say that Professor Hook's
complaint 15 the precise oppogite of mine. He
wag put on the team against his will, while I,
in my nnocence, volunteered to play again
for the 8tuds Lonlgasn A.C., only to be io-
formed, indirectly, that I have crossed the
Rublcon and am now & Trolskylst and so not
ellgible for the Studs Lonigan team. I domn't
at all object to belng called a Trotskyvist, but
I suspect that Captain Farrell is taking this
devious method to keep me off his team rather
than come out with the real reason, which is
my lneptness at the game, In any case, this
seems to me a clear case of a writer's being
diseriminated against on political grounds, or
worge, and as such I bring it to the attention
of Professor Hook's commitbes. The whole

business badly needs to be aired in publie.

I am glad of the chance to explain more

fully why I consider it legitimate to draw par-
allels, of course on o strictly limited basis,
between the Dies and the Dewey Committees,
All men of good will, of whom I hope and be-
lieve I am one, must agree with the Dewtey
Committes that “totalitarianism®™ Iz an evil
to be fought against. But 1 must still insist
that the Dles Commiltee—one of whose hear-
ings I attended last week—Is just as explicit,
no doubt for the worst sort of political rea-
sons, in its denunciation of all forms of “die-
tatorship" as iz the Dewey Commitiee, In
gquestiontng the fascistic Mr. Deatherage, Con-
gressman Dies made 16 quite clear he con-
ceives of himself as the groat protector of
the common man against all “extremists,”
whether of left or right, and that liberty and
democracy to him were dearer than pelf or
his very heart's blood., Mo, It all depends on
the analysis one makes of the soclal roots and
meaning of totalitarianism. And om this eru-
cial polnt, the Hook-Dewey manifesto is inade-
quate to the point of scandal. Its basic idea is
that “totalitarianism' is a foreign growth
which is insinunting lts tentacles into our falr
Ameriean demoeracy: “Through subsidized
propaganda, through energetie agents, through
political pressure, the totalifarian states sue-
ceed In infecting other countries with thelr
falge doctrines, . . ."" I can see less difference
than I should like to between this sort of red-
mnd-black totalitarlan-beiting, and the all-
black totalitarian balting of the New Deal and
its Stalinist allles. In esach case, the broad
Atlantic stretches belween the heroic defend-
ers of democracy and the enemy,
— The only specific reference to the intermal
forces that may bring about dictatorship is
the single senténce: “Even in the United
States, itz [‘the totalitarian idea’] beglonings
are all too evident in the emergence of local
political dietators, the violation of civil rights,
the alarming spread of phoblas of hatred di-
rected agalnst racial, religious, and political
minoritles.”" I think that Professor Hook and
many of his co-signers would agree, in pri-
vate, that this Is inadequate, to say the least,
and that thelr manifesto’s emphasiz on the
forelgn-menace aspect of totalitarianism ia
distorting. I think they would agree that the
great threat to freedom of any sort in this
country comes nob from sinister forelgn plots
but from the struggle of the American rullng
class to malntain its rule In the face of a dis-
Integrating economie system. Yet thelr mani-
fezsto Iz discreetly silent on thlzs theme—the
very heart of the whole business.

The only reference in the entire manifesto,
and this is hardly believable when one reads
some of the good left-wing names appended
to it, to either the labor movement or the
war Issue, the single reference is this, smug-
gled in at the end of a paragraph: "Ominous
shadows of war are gathering In our land.
Behind them lurk dangers not only to a free
labor movement but to a free culture.” The
wvirtue of such a formulation, and practicslly
itz only virtue, is that James Rorty and Doro-
thy Thompson can agree on 1§ (The first sen-
tence is particularly impregnable.) But in my
opinlon the price was much too high to pay,
even for =0 valuable an autograph as that of
the Sibyl of the Herald-Tribune,

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

OUT OF THE PAST

By EMANUEL GARRETT

THOMAS PAINE
(Jan. 27, 1737—June 8, 1809)

Only six people followed Tom Paine to his
grave, For years he had heen living the life
of a social outcast, shunned by all respectable
people, feeding on bread and rum.

The Revolution of 1776 was, vou see, long
past. The set, comfortable merchants, who
had earned dollars as well as {freedom as &
regult of the Revolution, no longer had any
use for the fiery propagandist of rebellion, the
revalutionary journalist whose writings fell
llke & whip lash across the body of English
tyranny, If the truth be Enown, some had
indeed never guite approved of the man,

Speaks a Rebel’s Cry

Tom Palpe hadn't come to the American
eolonfes until 1974, &8 man of thirty-seven
wears, The son of & small English farmier

-and eorset maker, be hadn't had much school-

ing. What learning he had, and it was enough
to make him one of the most enlightened men
of his day. he had picked up by reading in
the hours after work—as corset maker, tax
collector, teacher. He came here with an in-
troduction from Benjamin Franklin, himself
by no meansg a “'respectable’ man, who had
been impressed by the wigor and merit of
Faine's views.

A showdown was fast approaching between
English rule and the American need to ex-
pand industrially and commercislly indepen-
dent of artificial restraints, The spirvit of re-
bellion was in the air. Palne took hold of that
spirit and fanned it into a burning flame,
above all In a simple pamphlet, ""Common
sense,”’ published in Januwary, L1776,

“A Eing is a political superfluity,”" he wrote.
\gm must he loyal only to o soclety of their

n ereatlon, and not a government foreed
on them. The ecolonists must rise. “We have
it in our power to begin the world over again.”

Within three months 120,000 copies of this
pamphlet were sold, an extraordinary pub-
lishing feat for those days.

Paine wasn't content to be only an agitator.
Continuing his role as propagandist of the
Revolution, he joined the army and plunged
into the fighting. Hia tracts were required
reading in all troop barracks. And in the bar-
racks, the day's fighting done, he put his pen
ko the serviee of the Revolution. “Thest are
times that try men's souls. The summer
goldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this
grisls, shrink from the service of his cotntry.
Tyranny, ke hell, 15 not easily conguered.™

The revolution ended victoriously. In 1887
Paine salled for England, partly to market a
bridge he had invented, more to spread his
revolutionary labors. There he hurled a de-
fense of the French Revolution, *“The Rights
of Man." at the smug heads of British conser-
vatiszm. The British censors howled in bitter
agony. They sued him for libel, They threat-
ened him with jail. Chased out of the coun-
try, he went to Prance where the revolution-
ists greeted him with welcome arms, elected
him to the National Convention.

Here however Paine failed to perceive the
full depth and needs of the revolution. Friend-
I¥ with the moderate elements, he found him-
selfl at loggerheads with the left, which was
pushing the revolution ahead relentlessly, un-
compromisingly., For protesting the execu-
tion of the King, Paine was for & time kept in
prison. Released, he lived several vears In
France, at odds with the growing reaction.

Unmasked Hypocrisy of Religion
Finally, In 1802, and much to the disgust of
the American conservatives, Paine returned
to America. He had meanwhile written his
denunciation and expose of organized religion.
Paine’s “Age of Reason'™ ripped the hypocrisy
and falsehood off the church, and itg instru-
ment, “the bible of a thousand and one con-
tradictions." The hypoerites and conserva-
Lives, satisfied with the freedom they (Dot the
masses) had won, bellowed furiously, asked

for his hide, spread the vilest slanders against||

him,

Denled even the privilege of voting in the
nation he had helped create by the fire of his
arguments, Paine lived a retired and hounded
life in New Rochelle and New York City, He
who had turned the proceeds of his writings
over to the Revolution, was denled a small

plttance by the product of the Revolution :mn:l|

condemned to poverty.
Though lImited by the understanding and

kEnowledge of hiz time, Paine had struck af

rebel's blow at social despotlsm. Not even
hiz adoption, by the Communist Party along
with the other and less revolutionary heroes
of Amerlean history, can dim the glory of
thiz socinl rebel.

Paine was burled in a corner of his Mew
Rochelle farm—consecrated cemetery ground
belng denled, Twenty years alier, Willlam
Cobbett dug up the remains and carried them
to England to give them Impressive buorlal.
Somethiog happened to the scheme. His bones
disappeared. Palne had no nation; he was
buried In none,
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Fighting
against
“starvation
reliel"’ stan-

dards, thon-

sands of

workers
staged a sit-
down strike
in the City
Hall, The
alarmedeily
officials told
the workers
| to “eat
potatoes.'

Here we sée

|
Cleveland |

them getting |
the potatoes |
on which
they are
expected

to Live,

{Continned frem Page 1)

On December 4. 1886, Father
MeGlynn was ordered to Rome.
Shortly thereafter he was ex-
pelled from the pastorate of
Et. Btephens, In July, 1887, he
wis excommunicated from tha
Chureh.

Father Coughlin has not been
ordered Lo Rome. He has not
heen sxpelied from his Chureh.
He has mnot been excommuni-
cated. Again we ask, why?
Why Iz one kEind of treatment
accorded a pro-labor priest,
and an entirely different type
of treatment accorded a pro-
boss priest?

The conclusion i3 eclear,
Father MeGlvon's activities
sought to promote the welfare
of the masses at the sxpense
of the wealthy, particularly the
land-owners, As a pro-labor

priest, he was considered a
menace to the Church and its
extensive land-holdings, The
strongest weapon in the hands
aof the Vatican was used against
him: excommunication.

Father Coughlin, on the other
hand, 5 the mouthpiece of
American fasclsm. The Church
sees no conflict betwesn his ae-
tivities and I8 own Interests.
He iz permitted to retain his
standing Inm the Church, to
preach, to spread his influence
by all the propagandistic meth-
ods known to the modern
world,

Until a few weeks ago his
rabidly antl-Semitic and pro-
fascist magazine, “*Social Jus-
tioe," was printed "By permis-
sion of His Superior.” When
thiz permisdion was withdrawn,
no eritlelsm—elther direct or
implied—was made of Pather
Coughlin or hig utterances. It
was withdrawn merely because
the *‘Detroit Archdioceze con-
slders Social Justice n secular,
nol a Catholle organ.”

Church Support

The Church has given more
substantlal support than this to
Father Coughlin, On the Sun-
day back in 1924 when the cre-
ation of hiszs National League

| nounced,

for Social Justlce was an-
Coughlin was Intro-
duced to the radio audlence by
no less a personage than Blsh-
op Michael Gallagher, of De-
troit, Coughlin's own Bishop.

Today, Social Justice (May
29y reports that a “group of
Cathalle clergymen® are get-
ting out a booklet defending
Coughlin  agninst those who
have attacked him.

Why Coughlin

's Superiors Keep
Silent On His Vicious Activities

Deeasionally, it is true, some
Catholic dignitary denfes that
Coughlin Epeaks for the
Church. Such statements st
be considered as meaningless
&0 long as his superiors refuse
to take any effective action
against him. .

Continued toleration of the
pro-fascist Pather Coughlin
within the ranks of the Catholie
clergy can be interpreted in
only one way, The Vatican is
apparently convineed that dem-
ocrgtie capitalisim is doomed
and that the chaice for the fu-
fure im the United States as
elsewhere Iz one belweesn re-
actionary fascism and liberat-
ing soclalism.

Vatican Chooses Fascisis

When it comes o a cholce the
Vatican invariably throws in its
lot with the brutal fasclst die-
tatorships, even though in
Italy and particularly in Ger-
many, there has been a good
deal of friction between the
Church and fascist bureauera-
cles. If fasciam in the Hitler
stvle were to come to  the
United Stales, the Church could
expect approximately the same
treatment here as it has re-
celved in Cermany.

To forestall this eventusality,
the Church authorities have ev-

Identiy decided that the
Church ttself must promote the
fascist movement from the
start ahd subordinate that

movement entirely to the Cath.-
olic Church hierarchy, acting
2z high protector of capitalism.
Their “ideal™ iz Catholie fas-
cism, In which the Church and

‘state are one and the power of

the Church iz safeguarded and
even enhanced — as was the
case in Dolliuss” Austrin.

The ovations glven by Rome
and by Father Coughlin—to the
victory of the fascist Butcher,
General Franco, In Spain, are
a glaring confirmation that this
is the real policy of the Cath-
olic Church, Spain, we are told,
iz & ‘'"‘Christian corporative
State”'—that Iz .a fascist state
in which the state and Church
apparatus become fused—and
that *“it iz a lovely thing to be
a Catholic In Spain today."’

The Church has not silenced |

Father Coughlin, has not un-
frocked him, nor excommuni-
cated him, precisely because it
hopes to use him and his propa-
ganda as the nucleus for creat-

ment on the Franco order,
Afpainst AH Workers

The Catholic worker and the
Cathalic anti-fascizst must un-
derstand that whatever type of
fascist state emerges in this
country, their rights will be
sacrificed along with the rights
of all other workers and all
ather anti-faselsts,

Uner fasclsm in the Unibed
States, whether it be "“Chris-
tlan fascism'™ or Hitlerism,
workers of all denominations
and nationalitles have nothing
lo galn and evervihing to lose,
Their astandards of lving will
be depreszed (o bare existence
levels: they will be forced to
work ten, twelve, fourteen
hours & day at the lowest pos-
sible salarles: those who pro-,
test will be promptly imprison-
ed ln concentratlion camps;
forced labor will become an
accepted fact; every male In
the country will be compelled
to spend years of his lfe in the
army; women will lose all the
freedom  and eqguality they
hawve thus far gained. °‘The
waorker, his wife and his chil-
dreén wlll become the wvirtual
slaves of the capitalist state.

This iz the “ideal" which
Hitler has folsted upon the
German  workers; it is the
“jdeal" which Franco s now
imposing on the Spanish work-
erg with the ald of the firing
sguad. It igz the "‘ideal" of the
Rockefellers, the Morgans, the
Duponts—America's sixty fam-
iles—and it iz the “ldeal' of
the Catholic priest, Pather
Coughlin,

United agalnst Fasclsm

The Catholic Church shields
Coughlin. Hizs “‘idesl” must al-
o be considered the real aim
of the Church.

With or without the blessing
of the Catholic Chureh, Cough-
linism  must be fought. The
Catholic worker — as well s

the Jew, the Negro, or the
Frotestant — must be in the
forefromt of that struggle.
The Socializst Workers Party
calls upon all workers, regard-
less of race or creed, to joln
hands agalnst the common en-
emy — fascism. Protection of
workers' rights by workers' de-
fense guards against fasclst on-
slaughts from whatever quar-

ter they come—this s the key
to the successful struggle
against Coughlinism and every

ing in the United Btates a re-|other brand of American fas-
pressive, anti-labor govern-! cism,
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ESCAPE FROM THE WORLD'S FAIR!

BASEBAL

8 F.M.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10

The Marxist Maulers in g Return Match wwith the
Studs Lonigan A.C.

Captalng James P, Cannon and James T. Farrell promise a rip-roaring game

DANCING—REFRESHMENTS
HECKSCHER FOUNDATION

104th Sireet and 5th Ave,

SWIMMING--Exclusive Use of the Pool

No extra charge—Bring bathing caps.

Admission: E5c—Special price to Yipsels

Millions

On U.S.'Relief

Starve

Relief Millions “Are

As the Yictims of Old World Oppression”

Is Finding of Social

Refugees as Truly

Workers’ Report

(Continued from Fage 16
There are no toilet facilities.
Bed-bugs make sleep almost
tmpossible, but there is no mon-
ey for ridding the bouse of
these and cracked plaster pro-
vides & good breeding place for
thierm.

“"Mr, Stinger, his wife and
ning children, lve in three
rooms of an old butcher shop,
so infested with rats that he
and the two year old baby wha
have been bitten are taking
rabieg treatments. He sits up
at night to guard the children
from the rats, although he him-
gelf is il and one of the medi-
enl recommendations iz rest
and freedom from worry."

The Forgoiten Man

From Atlanta, Ga.; “'Relief
grants are low . . . in no sense
are minimum needs met. Food
allowanees, set atb an arbittary
amount determined by the
mumber of péersons in the fam-
ily, amount to a Httle over 20%
of what the average family ac-
tually needs. A minimum stan-
dard budget based on Atlanta
prices for a family of four
would come to 231,61 a month,
The amount that 1z actually be-
ing granted to such a family 15
2670 a8 month."

In numerous cases, “there i
nd allowance being made fo
familles in which there is an
active able-bodied man no mat-
ter what the size of the family
Iﬂ'.”

In one instance adduced ns
typical of a widespread prac-
tice of *‘spreading thin" over
ns many families as possible,
“the money allocated to the
eounty from the state office
has been and has sometimes
reached a lewvel as low az 24
per family per month."

Fireside Chai Material

In SL Lowls, Mo., *‘limited
funds make it almost impos-
sible for employable persons to
get general relief. During the
past year rellef has been de-
nied to any famlly contalning
ane or more employable per-
-3'1“-"

The District of Columbia, ad-
ministered by Ccngress Itself,
sets o foul example for the rast
of the country: “General relief

i iz confined to families in which

there iz no employable parsoh,
except for terspurary ald in an
eMergency such &% BN evie-
tiom.'"

In Arkansas, “money avall-
able for puplic welfare s 20
limited that general rellef is
now being granied only to those
whoe are ‘cither physically or
mentally handicapped . . . or
who have had soch a hard life
that they are feeble although
they are not yvet 65 years old, *

In Taos, New Mexico, “gen-
eral relief is limited to persons
‘who are neapacltated or I8
urgent need of medical care.”

“Good Melghbor'

The ecold description of con-
ditions in Puerto Rico delies
underlining: ““There iz no gen-
eral relief program in Puerts
Rlico por are the provisions of
the Social Security Act extend-
ed to the island. An investiga-
tion made in January, 1939 by
the certification unit of the pub-
lic works agency showed thal
635 of the total population was
in need of rellef.’”

in Texas, “there |z ho gén-
erpl rellef program excepk on
g limited basls in a few coun-
ties. Aside from W.P.A. the
only assistance available in the
majority of Texas' 264 counties
fz federal surplus comimodi-
ties.” In Georgia, lkewise,
vthe state makes no contribu-

tion toward the cost of direct

relief, . . Twelve counties grant
no direct rellef at all."™
Eguality for AN
Outside the pale altogether
are the allens, now barred
from W.P.A., and non-resi-
dents, ineluding many who
have logt legal residence status
in the search for work, One ex-
ample: “In most of the south-
ern counties f{of Florlda) a
‘hobo express’ ls run. This plan
consists of ilrensporting voag-

rants (non-residentsy) ta  the
county line and dumplng
them."

As one reads these awful de-
tails, the mind refuses o re-

Sale Sale
20% Off
Hundreds of Labor Titles
Visit The
LABOR BOOKSHOP
now At
116 University Place
ird Floar

MNew York Clty
Open 12 to T P.M.

Send for Catalogue

| Froceeds go to the American Fund for Politloal Prisoners and Refogees I
= — e —
1 i 2 " KPP . g
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ceive them, tiring of horrer
piled on horror.

And what is the program of
the New Deal? Mo proposals
whatsoever for direct reliaf,
Wiping out entirely of the jobs
formerly provided by the W.P.
A, Reduction—as proposed by
Roosevell's W.P.A., message of
April 27—of W.P.A. jobs %o an
average for the coming year of
| bwo million. )

I Every last dollar that the
IHM&-E‘J&'I:L administration can
segregale now goes to the war
muachine. The two billlons mow
earmarked for that purpose
come directly out of the hides
of these twenty-three million
peaple dependent on relief, The
Wew Deal has become the War
Dheal, and nothing else, Twenty-
three miliion people will save
themselves from  starvation
only by the most irreconcilable
assanlt upon the ruling class
and its executive committes,
the Roosevell administration,

GEN. MOSELEY
TESTIFIES AT
DIES HEARINGS

(Continued from Page 1)
tempt, speaking as he pleased,
shooting back stiff answers to
the eommitteemen, who toolk it
bumbly, and reaching the cli-
max of his oratorical bursts
with an open call that Army
rule be established Immediate-
I¥ in the United Btates.

“It ought to be handled in
five minutes from the White
House," he said. The method
he propozed was that the Pres-
ldent should ugse the army, un-
der a law passed in 1829, which
made it the duty of the Presl-
dent, he declared, to take such
action if the “lives and proper-
ty of citizens were threatened,"

He was full of pralse for the
German-American Bund, de-
claring itz meeting in Madison
Bgquare Garden on February 20
as “impressively patriotlc.'”
{The Soclalist Workers Party
led the demonstratlon of antl-
fascistzs which protested this
meeting.}

The General was accompa-
nled by a retinue of attorneys,
and one member of the Houss,
Representative Thorkelson of
Montana, who has Iately gained
notoriety in the fasclst press,
being described by Willlam
Dudley Pelley, head of the Sil-
j ver Bhirts, as & "“new states-
man rearing high above this
minsma of skullduggery.'”

It was brought out during the
questioning of the General that
he had met Frite Kubhn, leader
of the German-American Bund,
at the home of Mrs. Rudyard
Trzzel, 85-12 165th Street, Ja-
maica, Queens. Moseley de-
gcribed Mrs. Uzzel as a “'fine
patriot, very much Interested
in the critlcal situation in New
York City."

Mozeley hnd apparently ar-
ranged to have the committee
room packed with sympa-
thizerz, Whenever they thought
he had made a particularly
good point they laughed or ap-

|plnuﬂed.
When Moseley made his
staterment that the “‘commu-

nist” danger could be handled
in *five minutes' a committes
member  asked: “In what
way?”

Wants Dletatorship

“If T were in the White
House,'" he responded, I
| would issue an order immedi-
ately to dizcharge every Com-
munist in the Government and
everyone giving aid and com-
fort to the Communists,

“I would release the ArFMY
from itz present position. Tt
can make plans for attackimg
Clermany, Japan, and Italy,
but It cen't do & damn thing to
defend itself agalnst the enemy
within our gates, They have
been told not to investigate
snything,"

Lazt week Army officials an-
nounced that they would Inves-
tigate Moseley's conbections
with fascist ganizations.
. Whether they continue with
such an investigation has not
yvet been announced. It s well
known that many army officers
harbor fascist sympathies.

During the entire hearing,
Moseley attempted to utilize
the proceedings as a8 sounding
board for his faselst program.
He brought In a great sheaf of
papers contalning his analysls
of the natlonal siteation and the
remedies he as o fasclst pro-
poses for thelr solution,




