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[BRITAIN DRAFTS|
MASSESFOR WAR|

AN EDITORIAL

Chamberlain  has  jammed

through the British House of Commons a conscription
law providing, for the time being, for compulsory military
service of all men from the age of 20 to 21.

Except for the period of the last war's duration, Eng-
land's people have been traditionally hostile to conscrip-
tion. Hundreds of years have passed without the ruling
class being able to put the people in the straitjacket of

compulsory military service.

What none of his predecessors has dared to do for cen-
turies, Chamberlain, violating the pledge that he publicly
reaffirmed only four weeks ago, has now imposed upon

the masses.

Why? In the name of Democracy and a Popular War!

But if the war 1s so popular, why is it necessary to force
people by law—and by the police club that stands behind

it—to join the army?

I the war is so popular ,why doesn’t the British gov-
ernment content itself with opening up the recruiting books

to volunteers ?

The truth of the matter is that nowhere, in no country,
do the people want war, Everywhere they feel consciously
or instinctively, that the coming war, like the last one, will
be a dirty imperialist war, in which millions will die like

flies in order to preserve the profits of empire.

All the ballyhoo, all the lies, all the hypocrisy, all the

bunk about “democracy” and

“1independence of small na-

tions” has not yet whipped the masses into a chauvinistic
frenzy satisfactoryyto the war-mongers., A

S0, for the “popular”

war, the masses have to be dra-

“poonedrinto-the army;" conscripred -iike glaves whose life
and liberty are entirely in the hands of the small clique of
imperialists who rule the capitalist world and every country

in it.

Among the first steps in the “war for democracy™

i5 the

brutal violation of the healthicst and soundest sentiments

of the people.

The imperialist gangsters—in England and in this coun-
try as well as in Germany—{fear the [reely-gxpressed will

of the people.

That is why they resort to conscription. That is why
they refuse to allow the people the right to vote on whether

or not “'Eir is to be declared.

Sailors Set to. 'Strike

On All Paczﬁc Ports

West Coast S_Eur;wn Gird for Showdown on
Government Hiring Halls

{ Special to the Socialist Appesal)

SAN FRANCISCO.—The Ball-
ors Union of the Pacific s pre-
pared to sirike the West Coast
unless all government agencles
adhers to the written pledge
given to the union by Harry
Hopkins, Secretary of Com-
merce, that government-spon.
gored fink hiring halls wlil be
closed and stay closed,

On April 18 Admiral Land,
chairman of the U, 5 Marl
time Commission, n  direct
contradiction o Secretary Hop-
kinsg" promise of the previous
week, announced to the press
fhat the commission will open
hiring halls in the port of Be-
attle when the commission be-
ging iis projected operations on
the Seattle-Orient run.

Baflors Prepare Flght

Immediately upon  publica-
tion of the admiral's state.
ment, the Sallors Union held
stop-work meetings up and
down the Pacifle Comst and re-
iterated ils previous position
for a coasl-wizse silrike if the

government fink |halls are
apened on the coast.
B.U.P. headguarters wired

Harry Hopkins, calling his ab-
tentionn to the fact that the
Maritime Commission had pub-
licly stated it would disregard
the pledges he had made In

wriling to Harry Lundebers.
gecretary - treasurer of the
union,

Hopking hed explicitly writ-
ten:

“I can stale lnat the ship-
ping commissioner’s office will

?‘:Evt be used a5 a hiring hall for

anyone,” and “'If shipping
eommissioners are at the pras-
ent time maintaining hiring
halls, it s the intention of the
Department of Commerce to
discontinue jhiz practice.” In
lime with this, the government
‘ink halls on the East Coast
wore shortly thereafter cloged,
Pledge ""Reinterpreted"”
But alter Admiral Land's
statemnent and the unlon's wire
to Hopkins, the Department of
Commerce appears to have
adopted & new positlon. Hop-
king himself failed to snawer
the union"s wire. Instead Da-
vis K. Niles, assistant to Hop-
®ins, informed the union that
“the Department of Commeroe
is not using hiring halls, but
a5 the secretary wrote yvou we
will, in acecordance with the
law, furnish lists of seamen to
hose entitled ta have them. In-
structions to this effect have
glready been sent to all U, 8,
Bhipping Commissioners.*”

In plein English, the ship.
ping commissioners of the Bu-
reaun " of Inspection affiliated to
the Pepartment of Commerce
will continue reglstering sallors
for employment but the actual
hiring halls will be run by the
Maritime Commission, which
is formally not part of the De-
partment of Commeree but is
& president-appointed body "io
encourage the merchant ma-
rine.'

That's the szcheme, Bub the
gailors are determined that nao
governmental agency shall

operate fink Dalls,

FLINT WORKERS
PROTEST (CUTS
IN WPA, RELIEF

Demonstrators Demand
War Funds Go to
Unemplayed

{Special Lo the Socialist Appeal)
FLINT, Mich., April 25.—A

militant, fighting throng of un-
employed and W.P.A. workers
marched into the city hall of
Flint last night in & well-argan-
ized demonstration, demanding
immediate alleviation of the
miserable conditions Inflicted
Ll i welfare ¢lients and
W.P.A. workers.

The demonstration, which
was called and led by the
W.P.A, and Unemployved sec-
tion of the United Auto Work-
ers Union (C.1.0.}, was an ef-
fective mazs protest agalnst
the 2%%e & meal reliel level, and
the firing:. of hundreds of
WwW.P.A, workers.

City Manager Pollock was
singled out for special atlen-
tion by the marching, singing
demonstrators, who attacked
hizs wviclious anti-labor actions
and condemned his threats: that
he would see to LIt that all “'agl-
tators" were fired from W.P.A.

Auto Workerzs Union (C.1.0.)
packed the city hall mesting
of the City Commisslon, over-

flowing finto the hall, the
stalrs, and the adjoining
{ rooms.

Hundreds Mass Halls

While the TU.AW.-C.IO.
gpokesmen, C. Walters of De-
trolt, Claude Warkman and
Kermit- Johnson of Flint.

iﬂununum! from Pi:'e 21

Mine Owners Forcing
National Coal Tie-up

Operators Press Drive

to Break Union Grip;
Would Try to Impose Open Shop

{ Bpecind 1o tho Soclalist Apiscald
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The

drive  against the C.I1.0.

Mine Workers of America
which alreatdly has 320,000
members on strike, gained fur-
ther impetus this week when
hard coal operators revenled
their intentions of forcing 100.-
000 anthracite miners on a de-
fensive strike,

The contract belween the
miners and the hard coal op-
eragtors expires. SBunday night
tApril 310 and & strike was
considered lhevitable In view
of the arrogant counter-de-
mands of the operators. Among
the provocative proposals they
issned to the TInited Mine
Workers negotiating commitiee
are: reduction in  wages,
lengthening of hours. Inclusion
of a penalty clause agalnst
strikes, eto,

Unless Roosevelt Iinterven-
tion comes quicker than gov-
ernment  officials  planned,
prospect of A nation-wide shut
down of the entire coal indus-
try, bituminous and anthra-

The members of the Unlted |

cite, |5 cerialn for next week.

The hard-hoiled attitude of
the anthracite operators werd-
fies reports that powerful util-
ity. steel and other industrial
farces are pressing on the coal
industry o drive for an open
shop and the defeat of the
DM W.A., stronghold of the
C.1.0.

The present strike of Lhe
320,000 soft eoal miners cen-

| ters around Lhe aperators refi-

r-.al Lo i-:i‘-lE the T.M.W.A. a

S. W. P. CALLS AN’H WAR CONVENTION

through attacks on the United

closed shop that would exclude
the AF. of L. miners’ union
from the Industry and thus pre-
vent an internecine war costly
to all the workers.

Gince John L. Lewis an-
nounced that 100,000 additional
soft coal miners were being
called out next week in sup-
port of the sirikers it waz be-
Heved that the threat would
gerve o force a less recalci-
trant altitude on the part -l:l-f
the operators.

Instead, they have ‘been
jolned In & solid front by the
anthracite operators who are
deliberately forcing the .M.
W.A. division in this section of
the industry to pull a defensive
sirike.

Hit at C.L0.

Because the U.M.W.A. 18 the
organizatlional ang financial
back-bone of the C.IO., It i3
evident that the coal aperators
hope to weaken the  entire
C.I1.O., movement through a

prolonged and costly struggle

with the UM W.A. PFinanclal
backing from Wall Street In-
terests makes this possible,

In present negotlations be-
tween the anthraclite operators
and the miners' commitise the
operators proposed a 20 per
cent reduction in wages and
the return of the elght<hour
day.

Meanwhile, negotiations be-
tween the soft eoal operators
and repressntatives of the 320,-

000 strikers were deadlocked

despite intervention of a fed-
eral coneciliator,

Republicans and Demo
No Differences i

crats Find They Have
n Hacking Away

At Relief Appropriations

One oul of every three work
by Jutly 1,

| with the expenditure of $3,280,-

‘000

priation for the coming :.-‘Eﬂ.rl
by wene-third, to provide him
with more war funds,

W.P.A. olficials, according
to the United Press, April 28,
“planned  today to ‘remove
200,000 persons from the relief
volls this summer Lo compen-
sate for the reduced budget for

the next fiscal vear'" proposed
by Roosevelt in his message to
Congress last Thursday.

REepublicans Hall Roosevell

For the coming [liscal year
which begins July I, Roosevelt
lmited the appropriation to
1477000000 a5 contrasted

000,000 during the present fis-
cal year. Roosevelt's figure is
& siraight one-third cut of the
figure for the amount expended
during the previous wyear.

Republican members of the
“economy bloc'” halled Roose-
velt’s message. Senator Lodge
declared that he “pongratu-
lated the President on adopting
the method recommended by
the Republican members of
this committes"—the Senate
Committee on Relief and Un-
employment.

di% Cuot Slnoe Oclober
The extent of Roosevelt's on-
slaught against the unem-
ployed may be realized if one
takes into account the W.P.A.
rolls in October stood at 3.350,-
before the President or-
dered reduction of the rolls to
their present flgure of 2,800,000,
If the W.P.A. officlals carry
out thelr declared intention of
dropping 900,000 more, it
means that since Cotober they
will have thrown off the W.P.A,
a tobad of 1.450,000—more than
43% of those on W.P.A. in Oc-
tober will be outl on Lhe strests!
Since employment in private
industry has actually de-
creased since October, Presl-
dent Roosevelt was unable to
justify his proposals by any
references 0 improved possi-
bilitles of employment. In-
gtead, he blandly prophesied
thaet “barring unforeseen and
unpredictable developments,
we are justified in expecting an
upward trend in the volume of
employment belween now and
June 30, 1940.°°

Mo Justification
Even the ardently pro-Eoose-
valt New York Posl wWas
ghocked Into editorially char-
acterizing the Roosevell propo-
gal in the following terms:

“How did the President
reach this figure of 2,000,000

as the correct |1umher of

by ihe party conslitution,

In accordance with the powers amd dulies assigned to it
ihe National Committes of the

Socialist Workers Parily hereby issues this Call to the regular
natlonal convention of the pariy, Lo be held in New York City,

July 1 to. 5, 1938,
together with regulations lor

The agendz proposed by the Commiltee,

the election of delegales, has

been sent lo all party branches, The Commitice furthermore
declares the time between now and the date of the convention

any and all issues, whether

to be a period of free discussion by tho party membership of

previously acted wpon by the

party or newly proposed. Discussion arilcles submitted to
the national office will be prompily published either in the
public parly press or in special internal bulleiins,

During the past months, ihe crisis of world civilization
has deepened to an Intolerable sharpness, Every sphere of

fuman activity—economic, social, political,
bles o its foundations. Summing up and focussing every
conflict, there looms before mankind the immediate threat
The savage imperialisi powers and
ihe brutal class that direcis their destinies can find no olther
mcans for prolonging thelr role than by plunging men once
moreé and on an unpreécedented scale indo an international

of the new world war.

slaughter-house.

This coming war, like the Iast, in splie of the lying dema-
gugy which tries to dress it up In moral ideals, will be, from
the polnt of view of all the Imperialist states, democratic
and fascist allke, nothing else than a gangster struggle for
resources, markets, colonles and possessions, for the chief
privileges in explolting and oppressing the greal masses of

cultvral—irem-

(Conlloued oh Page 3)

| mll
| agreeanient between the

charity

ers now on w.#.a. will be fired

if President Roosevelt has hizs way.

With the ink scarcely dry on his signature to a whole new
series of armament appropriations obediently wvoted at his
behest by Congress, running into some six hundreds of millions
of dollars added to the billions already appropriated for the war
machine, President Roosevelt sought to slash the relief appro-

m—

W.P. A, to be main-

tained?

“On whaet iz it based, other
than the hope expressed in the
message that "we are justified
@n expecting an upward irend
in the volume of employviment'?
~"Why should the President
expect an upward trénd in the
volume of employment when
dearly a million families will
be reduced, If they fail to get
private jobs, Lo home relief
status or outright destitution?
How will the removal of these
customers from our economie
g¥slem  produce  ‘an upward
tremd?

The Post declared that by
glving a job to every Athéilban
able and willing to work," we
“would be mesting the prob-
lem, not juggling numbers,™

Fresldent Confuses Issue

The Presldent's message was
shrewdly timed. It was deliv-
ered on the eve of Hitler's
speech, obviously with the mog-
tive of having it get by with a
minimum of publicity at a time
when it would be soon over-
shadowed by reports and dis-
cussicn of Hitler's speech,

Roosevelt alzo sought to cov-
er himself by joining his relief
cuts proposal with a denuncia-
Hon of the various . reactionary
proposals for reéorganizing the
W.P.A. or shifting it to state
administrations—a deliberately
confusing juncture of unrelated
lssues, for the question of re-
Hel administration s to come
up separately from the gues-
tion of the amount of relief ap-
propriations,

Washington reporters noted
that the ringleaders of the re-
actionary proponeénts, Senator
Bryrnes and Representative
Woodrum, as well as others,
found Roosevell's slashes sabls-
factory and were therefore free
o concentrate hereafler an
proposals for revampling, the
rellefl mechanism.,

Slalinisis Mum

The so-called W.P.A. ""un-
fon,"  the Workers Alliance,
tied hand and (oofb o Roosevelt

jobs

by itz Stalinist leadership, and’

the Btalinist press, took the
proposed slashes without com-
ment.

But this latest brazen move
of the President will undoubt-
edly serve to clear the air. His
sham battle with the ““economy
bloc' over the question wheth-
er the cut in the nresent fiscal
vear should have been the one
billion dollar ecut initlated by
the President, or the one bil-
lten plus 150,000,000 proposed
by the reactionaries—the ““hat-
ended with an amicable
Y Ew
Deal™ and the reactionaries on
a compromise which left the
final cut at one billion plus
&60,000.000—confused the issue

| previously., Now ihe President

has openly gone to the head of
the forces seeking the max-

mum slashing of Lhe relief
system,

!"{!'I:S{IH IH:NN]-:R
Investigation of & dinner

gerved at a welfare agency in
Seallle waz ordered afller one
man died and six others were
treated at hospitals. The
stricken men blamed home
breserved peas for the food
polsoning. It's now gob so thal
food not only tastes
like polson, but Is!

mits Mentioning Russm'

In Speech Rebufﬁng B DR

One Third of W.P.A.
1o Be Fired by July

Swaps Demagogy Wlth
Roosevelt; Leaves
Door Wlde Open

Hitler's !-:':un:hstng ﬁpcm:h

changed little in the contip-

UINg war erisis.

-

The most notable feature

of the speech was the al;ns-:m;e
from it of any
reference 1o the Soviet Union,

This striking parallel to.

tacks on  German l*aauhn

was further eloquent proof of -
the fact that the flirtation be- o

iy no means at an e,

torical fire on ihe Western
powers  and the
States, !

As  everybady,

juany’s “plage. ir. the sun’ flj'
fighting for it, if necessary.

As his answer to lintams
conscription * to  its wcrkmg
youth for the war slaughter, -

German naval pact of 1035,
This pact was already a dead
letter as & result of Hitler's

ing the past two vears.

Pressure on Poland
Heralding increased German

er at the same time denuunmd‘
the CGerman-Polish non-aggres-
sion pact of 1934 and repeated
his demand for the return of
Danzig and a road across the
Polish corridor.

that he would continue to sesk
refurn of Germany’s colonies,
taken from her by the Allled |
victors after the last war,

Matching Rooseveltian dema-
gogy with his own brand, Hit—
ler swore up and down in hig' |
two and a half hour speech
that war was the last. thing h-er
wanted, thal he more than any- .
one cise in the world was solic-
itous for the people and desired
to spare them new slaughters.’

Uses Versallles Trealy

ing the Versailles -freaty into.:

From the point of view of the
imperialist gangsters, of
course, he 5 here on sqlid

more monstrous plece of larga
scale International piracy than:

which the Allies forced on van-
guished Germany in 19185,
man imperlalism, defeated in. .
one war, Is now challenging its -

clans™ are belatedly learning
that at Versallles they gave .

ster which now threatens tu
prove their undoing.

Hitler could and did cite u:u
endless record of British,
French, and American mpaci-
ty In their own campalgna
against  defenseless colonial .
and semi-colonial peoples, be-
fore and after the last Gtenﬁ
wWar,

Ihog Eat

this shows the dog-cat-dog na-
ture of the war crisis. ‘Tha’
Hitlers, the Roosevells, Musso-
linis, Chamberlains and Dala.v
diers are not {alking about
"dEmucrac:.r“ and “'humani
rights" and *““culture."" E‘pent-

(Contloued on Page 3}

United *

5 :

including

Roosevelt, :..‘-:ih'clfrl, Hitler
turned -:'!::m'u Roosevelt's
peace” plea and reiterated

his intention 1o restore {:EL-- ¥

Fitler abrogated the "mg'l::l- A

extensive naval building d.ur--

pressure on Poland, the Pushrs '

He served notice on Hril;ﬂr'r—-

o '-l' -

As usual, he was able to but- '3
tress his arguments by throw- =

the faces of hils ndver.-_:arle:s,-
ground, for never was thérs &

that embodied in the treaties v

Cer-'! 3

imperialist rivals ageain and e
the Western BEurcopean politi-

hirth to a Frankenstein mun--,ﬁ.

o
! '-.!—f-u -,.-_

Nothing more clearly than:

AGAIN Asks nanzm"}

i J

signifi n::mt i

‘Stalin's abandonment of gt- --

tween DBerlin and Moseow |51

Hitler wm‘vutratrd his ora-
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