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By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

In discussing Guerin's book In thiz column
two wesks ago, I made some vemarks on an
priicle in Harper's by Guother Reimann, ©*Do-
ing Busineszs in Germany."" This article geem-
ol 13 me o be tryving to prove the well-worn
ihesis of bourgeois journalism: the business
man 0z well azs the workers gets 1t in the
peck under Hitler., Mr. Relmann, however,
writes in and protests that I misunderstood
and mizsinterpreted™ his article, In general,
you indicpte that I oo not think faseism is a
class phenomenon,' he writes, “I wanb o
siate that I regard fascism as the deepest
siage of ecapitalist decay and a class pheno-
menon, and that I did not say anything con-
trary Lo this opinion in that article. The de-
cay of capitalism produces new fealires
whieh have to be studied and one of Lthese fea-
tures is the destruction of the sanctity of priv-
ate property and private property rights by
fagcism.”

I am glad Mr. Relmapn iz not deceived as to
the nature of fascism, and I agree that its vio-
lation of private property rights is something
worth much attention, Bul I must still main-
lain that an article devoted only to this point
and printed in a8 magazine like Harper's gives
the reader who is not familiar with Mr. Rel-
mann’s political stand in general (as I was
1otk the impression that he is trying to dem.
onstrate the anti-capitalist nature of fascism.
Especially when its concluding sentence is:
“To Germany’s business men, harassed by
the Party, dogged by State Commissars at
CVErY move, insecurs, worried aboul present
and future, the NWazl "economists’ can only
tpss the slogan “Live Doangerously!'®

I am glad to be able to clear up Mr. Rel-
mann s position on fascism, I only wish he had
made it equally clear in the pages of
Harper's,

France and the Refugees

The best news account I have read on one
of the most shocking and seandalous horror
stories of all time, iz the recent story in Time
on France's treatment of the 450,000 Spanish
refugees who fled over the Catalan border a
month ago. After pointing out ihat the TUnited
States has offered to take in just 352 of the
450,000 and the Soviet Union hns opened its
gales to “only & few big Loyalist leaders'—
the story gets down to the meat—and very
maggotty meat It is, too. I think the details
are worth guoting:

“stuck with the refugees, French authori-
ties adopted methods caleulated to help "per-
suade’ them that they would be better off
almost anywhere else, Typical rations were
one loaf of bread for six men, a sack of rice
for 400 men. Sanitation has been pon-existent,
Open latrines have been dug in the camp sand
and all modesty about nature’s functions has
long ago disappeared,

“The largest camps are situated on a tree-
less sandy beach just Morth of the Spanish
border near Argeles-sur-Mer and St Cyprien.
They are enclosed by barbed wire, guarded
every 20 feet by a Scnegalese soldier. Inside
the wire the eamps are like some fantastically
huge hobo jungle, Only a few refugees have
roofs over their heads; the great majority dig
heles in the sand and cover themselves with

_militiamen, 40.000 able-bodied eivilian

dirty sheetz. blankets or epats, Many sleep in
the open, rain or shine. Icy sen winds blow
the sands continually. Most of thr refugess
have developed conjunetivitiz, Puel in the
large camps Iz scarce. Cooking iz done ox-
clusively in tin cans. At one camp men and
woimen at first stood in line all day waiting to |
get a little waler frem a small fauvcet, At on- |
other the only waler available - gnd 1L is
brackish—I1s oblained from pumps driven into
the sand, All the water is bad and it is esti-
mated that 60% of the refugees—or 250,000
—Nave dyvsentery.

The refugees have been classified as 220,000
e, |
10,000 wounded, 180,000 women and children,
Hospital facilities are limited and primitve,
Many men with weeks-old wonnds covered by
filthy dressings are still unatiended. . . Tha
refugees have become a danger to the general
health of adjacent communities. . . Marsellles
gangsters, always in need of women for the
white-slave Lraffiec which supplies Africa and
Bouth American countries with prostitutes,
were reportzd clrenlatineg in the eamps look-
ing for new personnel.”’

Time adds 11y “Although amply warned of
the huge human tide approaching, the French
Government made few advance arrangements
to receive the refugees.”” 123 “The chances
are that France in the end will not b2 out one
sou. The daily 5185.000 bill can be met for a
long time by expropriating the freasures the
Loyvalists deposiled and shipped to Prance
months ago.'”

RSV.P.

But let it not be thought the refugees hud-
dled in their holes on the beaches of 3t. Cyp-
rien are altogether f{riendless., The Naorth

American Committes to Ald Spanish Demoe-
raey still exists, and the other day I recetved
tangibie proof of this: a large formol invita-
tion, in the most elegant tyvpe faces, request-
ing the pleasure of my company at a dinner at
the Hotel Commodore “to weleome Vincenl
Sheean, who has just returned from Spain.”
A battery of “Distinguished Forelgn Corres-
potdents and Writers,"” including Dorothy
Parker, would lead a diseussion on “THE
SPANIZEH CONPLICT AND ITS INTERMNA-
TIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.” The rFoster of
Patrons and Patronesszes took four Impressive
columns, Let the refugees take heart! They
have some very high-class friends—so power-
ful and ' respectable, Indecd, that It seems
hardly possible, with such supporf, that the
Spanish Republic is now at its last gasp. Bul
let the refugees not be' downeast so long as
their cause ls the cause of Mr. Frankin P.
Adams and Miss Ilka Chase and Mr. Mal
colm Cowley and Mrs. Muriel Draper and the
Hon. and Mrs. Stanley M. Isancs and Mr.
Fockwell Kent and Miss Preda Kirehwey and
Mr. and Mrz, Henry Goddard Leach and Dr.
Max Lerner and Bishop Francizs J. MoConnel]!
and Dr. Thomas Mann and Mr. Frederick
March and Col. Willlam Jay Schieffelin and
Mizs Svivia Sidney and Mr, George Soule and
Mr., Franchot Tone and Mr. Oswald Garrison
Villard, “R.EV.P." read the invitation but
I didn't,

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR

OUT OF THE PAST

By EMANUEL GARRETT

URIAH 5. STEPHENS
(Aug. 3, 1821-Feb. 13, 1882) -

Had it not been for the Panic of 1837, it is
quite possible that Uriah 8. Stephens would
have completed his training for the minlstry.
As it was, he became a tallor instead; and,
through being a tailor, a worker, he became
a ieader of Amerlean trade unionlsm, the
founder of the Enights of Labor.

Like a good many trade unionists of his day.
Stephens concerned himself with the general
problems of working class welfare in addition
to those of simple trade umion interest. The
trade unlon to Stephens was to be & lever Ior
the execution of ideas which aimed at the re-
vision of the social system along semi-soclal-

protect the interest of labor,” read the pre.
amble, *“We have lawfully constituted this
assembly,” and “in using this power of or-
ganized effort snd cooperation, we but fmi-
tate the example of capital heretofore set In
numberless instances.'" However, ""We mean
no conflict with legitimate epnterprise, no an-
tagonism to necessary capital.'’” Those evils
of the zocial order which were bevond correc-
tion by ordinary trade union effort swere to be
corrected by education and legislation. from
which a ocooperative commonweath would
eveniually emerge,

Anti-Secrecy Faction Wins

Though Stephens had carried the day on
seorecy at the first national assembly, the re-
ation against it mounted constantly. First, the

istic lines. In fact, it has been claimed Wabl.  ;aiholics.who made up & powerful section of

Stephens was partly influenced by Marx,
though there is no evidence lo support the
claim, either in facts or the specific nature
of his ideas,

Dissatisfied with narrow craft organization,
Stephens aimed at a brotherhood of all wage
ecarners that would include all sexes, all
creeds and all colors. This latter was of es-
pecial importance. Abolitionist sentiment was
strong among the northern workers, but few
uniohs were willing to accept Negroes as
membersg—as iz the cese with many trade
unions to this day.

Secrecy a Cardinal Principle

Building on the basis of the Garment Cut-
ter's Association of Philadelphia which hl.';: had
helped organize in 1862, Stephens moved
towards the construction of a labor organiza-
tion modelled according Lo his aims, In 1869,
the Moble Orvder of the Knights of Labor was
formally founded.

Composed of onty a few unions at its begin-
ning, limited to the east, tha Knighlts gradu-
ally extended over the continent, to the point
where, the most powerful labor organization
of its day, it numbered 33 million mtr:fmanrs in
1886,

Seeret ritual governed the activities of the
organtzation at itz inceplion. Names were
never referred to publicly. Stephens for ex-
ample signed his articles with live stars, and
was 50 known in the organization. (The
Knights were not the only labor organization
which went in for secrecy duting the T0's.
Workers turned to secrecy as a reaction to the
drive of the bosses against all unions, marked
bwv lockouts, disruption of unions and various
kinds of discrimination against union men.

Wwhen the first national assembly of the
Knights met in 1878, Stephens was still suf-
figiently powerful in the organization to write
the principle of secrecy into the preamble.

~Open and public association having falled
after a struggle of centuries o advance or

the oarganized workers in the United States
opposed secrecy as being in conflict with their
religion. Second, the defeat of the railromd
strikes of 1877 and the crushing of the Moplly
Maguires after the great mine strike actions
of the middle 70°s lurned the tide sharply
against sécrecy, A good many unionists feared
they would be accused of criminal activities
if they continued their secret organization.

In 1878, Stephens resigned as Grand Master
Workman., He was succeeded to the leader-
ghip of the Knights by Terrence Powderly who
as leader of the Catholic faction had been
challenging Stephen’s leadership. The oath
and secrecy were expunged from the prinei-
ples of the Knights, A new preamble was writ-
ten. This new préamble pointed to the neces-
sty of cheecking wealth, which, unchecked,
would lend o the pauperization of the work-
ing class.

Under Powderly, the HEnights reached its
genith of influence, But at the very time that
it reached its peak in membership numbers, it
was already on the downgrade, Lack of mili-
tancy in the comduct of strikes, its failure to
lead strikes swhen necessary, cut into the in-
fiuence of ths Knights, Workers turning to
militant action, joined olher and newer hodies,
Then, with the organization of the American
Federation of Labor, the Knights had to con-
tend with & young and vigorous rival, and on
a national seale.

Btephens completed his life almost entirely
separated from the trade union movement,
A pioneer in organizing American labor, the
initiator of new methods of arganization, he
was nevertheless not the kind to cateh the
imagination as Powderly did after him. He
didn’t flash across the country with the bril-
liance of his oratory or his writing. But in the
creation of the Knighis of Labor and the in-
iroduction of a new phase in labor organiza-
tion, he did leave behind him an important
record—written across a large page of Amer-
ichn labor history,

SOCTALIST APPEAL

Wall St. Cracks Whip
At ‘Democracy’ Meet

{ Hygmecin ] Gas Bleae Son-iali«n Apssenl h

With the most distinguished
“left wing' prima-donnas  of
Latin-Ameriea attending, = in-
cluding the Chief of the Nasi
Party of Chile, Gonzalez wvon
Marees!—a reanion pompously
stvled “'Congress of American
Democracies” was held recent
Iy in the city of Montevideo.

What was the purpose of this

BUENOS AIRES, Mar, 28— | .
UENGS . ==, Ml pmade thely “reservations' con- .

mueh - publicized gathering?
Apparently 1o Light for the
preservation of “'democracy’’

in the Western Hemisphere, In
Eaet, however, it waz to pro-
i the unconditional sar-
render of Latin ameriea 1o
Yankee imperialism. the)
“good't impertalism which is |
going o defend our ¢nunu-lrz5i
fromn N3zl imperialism. thatbl
“had"" imperialism which
threatens us and seeks to de- |
vour us—aeécording to these
spokesmen of Wall Streed.

There iz nolhing t© marvel
al, then, that gathered mgether|
under these auspices, the -Cun-l
gress of Montevideo s'm:ru!ﬂl
have resulted i a fiestn of
high - sounding  phrases, of |
praises to the “democracy™ of
our countries, of chears for the
Mew Deal, of eries of admira-
tion for greal President Roose.
vell=—=0f shameless prostration
Lefore Wall Street.

A Packed Affalr

Mot one word waes uttered
against these liberval and “left-
wing" lies and almost all the
resolutions were passed by ac-
clamation by the crowd of dele-
gates, intoxicated with “'de-
mocracy " and “good nelghbor-
liness.'*

Little did it matter to them
that the masses of workers
locked at this Congress with
evident indifference and suspl-
clon; Htble did i malter that
the Urnguaysh President Bal-
domir, answetred the telegrams
of support that came to him
from the Tnited States (pre-
claiming him the Protector of
lherty of speech) and demon-
gtrated what Eind of ““democ-
racy’" exisls in Lalin Ameriea,
by placing the Congress under

he gag of laws that limited
and made fictitious all liberty
of speech: little did it matier
that while the delegates were
purping Incense to President
Hoosevelt, the working masses
sf Latin America econtinued
groaning under the voke of the
Yankee exploiters and that
Puerto Rico condinued shed-
ding itz blood in the search
cor independence,
“Confederation™ . .
Dictators
The vile Stalinist betravers,
“soclalists,’’  Apristas  and
“revolutionaries'” accomplished
their mission with zeal and in
closing the Congress wvoled by
a Ereat majority the creption
af the "Confederation of Amer-
ican Democracies™ uhder the
shelter of Roosevell and with
the connivance of all the great
“democrats”’ of Latin America,
the bloody dietators: Getalio
Vargas, Benavides, Batista,

. for

Ihanez, etc.

Yankee Imperialism Rides H-igh As Lickspittles
Work Zealously for Roosevelt Policy

cerning Yankee imperialism,
but not only did they fail to

[ radse Lheir volces against that

imperalism  and againat the
“Confederation,” but they also

————— .

—— . o

Hunger, Fear, Misery--:That Is|
All Capitalism Has to Offer Us|

| of
| whiclhh haunt the different sec-
IL 5 true that the Aprisias |Gons of the working class in

paid tribute to Roosevell and

did the Mexican

iddent Cardenas.
greszs were shameless collab-

orations with the Wall Street
bankers, encouraging their

loans, urglng the tightening of |

coniimereial relatlons with the
United States and loyval con-
sideraltion for its investments,
ali of which made one wonder
what it all had o do with the

defense of “'democracy.” The |

Congress of Montevideo, ao-
cording bo its sponsors, aspired
to outdo the Lima Congress, as
an expression of support to the
United States. And in reality it
ouldid it as an

and blind servility.

The resohitionzs of the Con-'

A sirikingly vivid disclosure
the fear and insecurlty

America has been made public
Ly the American Institute of
Fublic Opinion, of which Dr,
George CGallup iz director.
President Roogevell's power
rests almost entirely on th&i
fear, insecurity, and destitwtion
which face all the lower in- |

his “Good Nelghbor™ pols jcome groups of America, ac-|we add, i3 a direct reflection
[ BPOAUCY, RS ¢

delegates,-
members of the Party of Pres- | stitute. It is the menace of

cording o Lthe nation-wide sur-
ey st completed by the In-

inadequate relief, of starvation
which gives Roozevelt his in-
ffuence over ithe volers despife
the wunpopularity of many
measures sponsored by him.
The masses are stalemated

[ in Roosevelt’s Llind alley and ! tlon,

Lave not yet found another |

rond o escape from the inse-

curity of the capitalist system. |
Class Unrecognized

Peyehologically Fi A ieast, |

|siates the survey in one of its | Institute determined that 35

most significant seetions, Li!:cl
average American considers |
himself a member of the mid- |
dle class. He {eels thizs de- |

expression | spite the ever-widening gap be- | sooner if they lost their pres.
of shamelessness, submission. | lween the working class and |
| the capilalist class, the razor-

‘Wher: Will the C.L.U.Draw a
Line on “Freedom to Speak”?

Theére 1z no doubt that the
Civil Liberties Union of Amer-
fea  bBelleves in fresdom  of
spesch. And that's a good
thing, We, top, are all for free
speech, and more of 1k, Unfor-
tinately for the ©.1..17., how-
ever, il i5 just a bit too indis-

criminate in its belief for work- |

Inge clazs tastes, Tis defense of
the Nazi's right to spread their
poizonous filth iz, for example,
motorious. It might just as well
defend the rights of a scab—the
Lwo are on the same plane.
Now, through the columns of
the anarchist journal, Man, we

tchairman of the meeting was

learn of another instance of the
viclows
S L1, will

uileriy disregards working
claszs sensibilities, By inviting
Judge Yankwich to speak at a
recent Los Angeéleszs meeting it
showed a signal disrespecil for
Marcus Graham, editor of

Man, who for 19 yvears has been |

hounded because of his views,
and who, most recently, was
sentenced to ¢ months impris-
onment by  the very same
Judge Yankwich for refusing 1o
present testimony agalnst him-
self on m 19-year-old deporta-
tion order,
Insult Working Class

Elementary decency would
require any organization that
presumes so much as by &
whisper to stand for working
=lass rights to show nothing but
contempt for a Judge Yank-
wich., But not the C.L.17. Far,
though the judge has dope a
Little free-speech suppressing
himself, it turns out that he is

lengths to which the.
go in according
freedom of speech to labor’'s | sponsibility of the national or-
enemies, to the point where it ganization, Baldwin's telegram

otherwlse and after all, a very

Time, liberal man.”

And so on March T, the Los
Angeles C LU, arranged & cel-
chration to honor the 150th an- |
niversary of the Bill of Rights |
with Judge Yankwich as one of |
the principal speakers. To cap
the insult ito every labor mili-
tant as well as to Grahsm) the

A, L. Wirin, the attorney whom
the C.L.1J. has provided to de-
fend CGraham,

Graham protested the lnsult
in a telegram to Roger Bald-
win, national head of the O L.-
7. Baldwin replled that disere-
tion in such matbters rests in
the hands of the local commit-
tees. Far from shifting the re-

only sharpens g,

! * ® -

hMarcus Graham was arrest-
ed In April, 1910 charged with
possegsing anarchist literature,
and ordered deported o Cana-
da which refused Lo admit him.
Smmce 1915, Graham has been
repeatedly arrested, and on
one occasion brutally maltreat-
ed. Arrested again in 1937 he
was charged with being the
editor of Man., On January 14,
1938 Judge  Yankwich sen-
tenced Graham to 8 months for
refusing to testify against him-
self, Yankwich's sentence was
reversed by the Circuit Court
of Appeals swhilch remanded the
case Lo the lower courk to de-
cide upon which questions are
gelf-incriminating. Graham s
scheduled to appear before
Yankwich on May B, and it {5
almost a forgone conelusion
that the =entence will be re-
newed,

cdge closeness of the average
American to the slow starva-
tion of relief or charlty, and
the hopelessness of ever find-
Ing security under capitalism.
No matter how great his pov-
erty. psychologlically the aver-
e Amerlean working man
falls to recognize his member-
ship in the class to which he
belongs economically.

This psychologlcal condition,

of the Inek of a large revolu-
tionary party in the United
States and a direct proof of
the necd to spread more widely
the transitional program of the
Encialist Workers Party in or-
der to bridge the gap between
the working man‘s mental out-
lopk and his economic condi-

From a carefully selected
cross-section of persons In ali
parts of the United States—ex-
cluding entirely farmers and
persons actually on relief—the

per cent of those who do the
work in America would be
compelled to apply for relief
within si¥ months' time or

ent jobs, This group added to
the 17 per cent now on relief
constitutes more than half of
what Dr. Gallup classifies as
the "*working population' of
the United Btates,

Insecurily Mailn Faclor
It iz this natlon-wide insecurs

ity of the workers which pro.
vides the Impetus behind the
movement for old-nge pen-
siong, for loans to home own-
ers, for reliel appropristions,
and for large public works.
The Instltute states that it is
this insecurity which will act
ag [he decisive factor on the
policies of candidates, plat-
forms, and parties in the com-
fng 1940 election,

The survey shows that out of
every five persons interviewed,
cie would have to apply for
relief within a month's time ar
even sooner if he should lose
hiz job tomorrow. I all such
persons lost their johs, points
out the Institute, it would mean
doubling the natlon's present
relief load by May.

Another large group, accord
ing to the survey, could hold
cut for a period belween one
month and skx months if they
were to lose their jobs imme-
diately,

These two groups plus those
now on relief cohstitute. 52 par
cont of the working population
in the United States,

The greatest relative inse-
curity exista among skilled
pmd  wnskilled laborers, ©One
third of thaze questioned stated
that they would have to apply
for relief within one month.
But the Inzecurity line, shows
the surwvey, is perilously cloge
for many who belong to the
white-collar c¢lass—clerks, of-
fice workers, ete,

Class Listings
The political gap between the
“haves" and the “have-nots*
has been steadily widening
states the Gallup poll, yet 9
out of 10 considered themselves

upon questioning as belonging

! existent, .-

bo the middle elass, i

Only one American In 18
thinks of himscll as a4 member
ot the *“lower'” class ithe Gal- |
lup poll should have read 5
“working'* «Jdassi while only - 58
another one In sixteen deseribes . 0
bBimself as belonging (o the up-
per class.

The Way Ot

If it were written in flre I
could not he plainer than the
facts disclosed by this Gallup
poll that American capitalism 88
is staggering at the edge of its
grave, that It ean offer nothing
but hunger, fear, desolatlon, &
misery, shameful death upon a
forelgn battlefield over soma
slockholder's inecome, Amerl-
can capltalism §is shot with de-
cay from top to bottom, It Tests
wpon nothing but the miscon- =
ception of ths working man . &
that he is a member of a class
that has become almost none 28

it o

The construction of soctaliam 58
offers the only escape from =08
fear, poverty, and insecurlts.
When the workers of Amerien
realize this fact, when they
have completed the transitlon -
from believing they can maka 0
pood as wolves in the fight for 8
profits to the undersitanding
that only collective action for - 38
gociglism can win securlty, &
then they will swear loyalty to ‘
their own class, the great and
powerful working class, and
Foosevelt and the whole re-
gime he represents will vanish =
like n horrible dreesm. !

New Courses Open
In Y.P.S.L. School 4

The Karl Liebknecht School 8
of the ¥Young People's Socinl- .
ist League, now at its hall way
point, plans to expand its pro- =9
gram of activities, v

A new course will be added 3§
next week to the two courses F
now running. It will consist of 8
thiree lectures, on the Russian
Revolution of 1917, the German
Revolution of 1%18-23, and the 3
Chinese Revolution of 1%25-27. &
Comrade Felix Morrow, asso- %
ciate editor of the Soelalist
Appeal will lead this course. %

Ernest Erber, National Edu- &
cational Director of the ¥.P. . &
8.L., iz glving the course In -
the Elements of Marxism., @
Comrade M. S. Miller, Finan- 8
cial Director of the N. ¥. Divi- =¥
sion, is leading the lectures on 9
Organizational Problems, '

Because of the demand of -
members af the Y.P.S L. sehd '8
rriends of the League for 8 08
change of date, the Liebknécht * 38
Zchool wil hold sessions on. Ol
Saturday, beginning with April 33
15. The following is the time 35§
schedule for the schogl: )

1 P.M.-2 PM.—Elements of
Marxism. it
1 P.M.-2 P.M.—Organization- %
al Problems,
2 PM.-3 PM.—The Three 3
Revolulions.
The classes are being held at’ 3§
8l East Tth &t (basement),c
New York City, the headquar-
ters of the Sedov Unit of the 8
¥ .P.5.L. 4

Skt

iContinued from Page 1)
fuse to accept the fink book in
the first place.

The fink book was defeated
by their determined resistance,
although the defection of the
Communist Party - controlled
East Cofst sefmen resulted in
a partial defeat for the sea-
mer:, when the government put
through the system of making
a “certificate of identification'”
—not & continuous discharge
record, but including finger-
printing. ete.—the only alterna-
Hve to carrying a fink book,

Even this momentary retreat
by the government did not last,
It so0n returned to the attack,
carly in 1937, when it set up
the TUnited States Maritime
Commission for the ostensible
purpose of rehabilitating the
American merchant marine.

In the caleunlations of the ad-
mirals, the American mer-
chant marine iz considered an
important adjunct of the Navy,
I & recent radio address, Ad-
miral Land, chairman of the
Maritime Commission, declared
that *“the backlog of the Mer-
chant Marine Act under which

an auxiliary of the Navy."

And in aceord with this con-
ceplion, the Maritime Com-
miggion anpsunced iis labor
policy, the ocentral point @ of
which is: “No diserimination
shall be mnds beepuse of mem-
bership or mon-membership in
any organization”™ on ships
conirolled by ithe commission.
The usual formuala of all open-
shop reactionaries!

In order to carry out this

itz own hiring halls—{ink halls
the sailors call them—on the
East Coast. to supply person-

|need  for additional

pur commission functions 1s|
ihat the merchant marine is! fulness to the American capi-

Lessons of Last War

The outbréeak of the GsSt war
found the American merchant
marine in a deplorable state,
The number of ships were in-
adequate to meet the require-
ments of the war machine and
those In serwvice were for the
most part obsolete, '
An emergency building pro-
gram was initiated under the
direction of the Emergency
Fleel Corporation to meet the
tonnage.
Seg-service bureaus were es-
tablished to facilitate govern-
ment control of personnel and
g training ship program was
launched to train seamen o
man the vessels, Thouwsands of
raw youth were trained Im
theze schools. The amergency
character of this program re-
sulted in a tremendous waste
of men  and
handicapped the war machine.

The then leaders of the sea-
men's unions collaborated with
the government in promoting

makterials and!

. Front had, broadened out into

underway. The sea-serviee bu-
reaus of 1917=hiring Thalls—
hawve bheen established anew
together with training ships,
and a labor policy is belng ad-
vanced which is deslgned to
reduce the seamen Eo the
status of servile awtomatons
under MNavy discipline and to
destroy the militant organiza-
tions which the seamen hawve
built by herole struggle.

AL first the Maritime Com-
misslon pursued a cautious
policy, A few fink-halls were
opened on the east coast. The
eaat coast seamen were di-
vided, They did not have the
militant tradition of struggle
which characterized the growth
and development of the Pacific
Coast seamen. The Stalinizts
were in the leadershin of the

largest unlon, the MNational
Maritime Tnion, and by this
time (1838-'3%% the People's

the Democratie Front, There
were now no more ardent sup-

the war. It.+ was Ltheir proud
boast thalt not one work stop-
page or strike interfered with
the eanduct of the war, They
were rewarded for this faith-

talist class by having their
unions smashed in 1921 by the
very machine they had belped
to build, namely the sea-ser-
vice bureaus, training ships.
ete, of the Emergency Fleet
Corporation.

Profiting by thelr experl
ence in the last war, the Amer-
fcan capitalist class under the
guldance of Roosevelt is deter-
mined to be fully prepared for
the coming war. The Emer-

pollcy the commission opened ' gency Fleet Corporation. sem-

gervies bureaus, training ships,
ete,, are now being duplicated
in advance of the actual out-

nel for ships operated by the

commission,

break of armed conflict. An
extensive bl.l:ildl.l'll?:‘ Program is

paorters of Roosevelt and all of
kis woarks than the firm of
Browder and Co. And one of
Roosevelt's prize creations wasy
the TUnited States Maritime
Commission,

Stalinists Ald Government

While giving lip-service to
the fight against the Commis.
sioh's fink-halls, the Stalinists
proceeded to *"fight” the fink-
halls—hy ordering the mem-
hership of the N.M. 1. to “"pack
the fink-halls'! Thus the ad-

. yEar,

ing that it “was all & plat.”" In
addition to flghting'® the fink-
hall by helping it to function,
the Stalinist stalwarts in the
leadership of the MN.M.IT, en-
doersed the training-ship pro-
gram, much to the gratifica-
tion of the admiral in charge
who complimented them on
their “statesmanship.”
Bui Seamen Fight

In the meantime, however,
the seamen on the Paciflo
Coast carried on an unremit-
ting struggle against the Com-
mission's open-shop drive and
gave notice that any attempt
to establish non-unlon  hiring
halis on the West Coast would
rezulf in a tie-up of the entire
cnast,

Bince thelr suceess on the
East Coast was achieved with
such ease, the admirals gregy
bolder, Barly in March of this
the Commission an-
pounced  that vessels owned
and operated by the Maritime
Commission would sall out of
the port of Seattle on the Seat-
tle-Orient run, and that the
“usual’ laber policy of the
Maritime Commission would
prevall, Which meant that the
admirals were preparing to in-
vade the West Coast.

The reacltion of (he Wesl
Coast sreamen wag immediate,

WEST COAST SEAMEN FACE THREAT |

this @gyern hjring hall is =
BUE w!f!' Uy aale] ragd, " 3
~In" effect, the ultimatum 8

panic. They had the impu- 8
dence to address & communi-' S8
catlon to the S.UP. stating
that “only those picket lines &
approved - by the Maritime

Federation wof the Pacific on- 3

meant that only those picket. &
lines approved by the Commu- -
nist Party would be recognized. 3
The Saitlors Union gave the 5
Browder wrecking crew the '8
answer they deserved and in o8
a thorough exposure of the =8
role of the Stalinists as unoffle: 4
cial hangmen for the Roose-. =
velt administration, told them- =
to go plumb to hell! o

- -

A Fight to Finish

The West Coast seamen are &
fully alive to the threat of the' =8
open-shon, upion-smashing pro- 58
gram of the Maritime Com- 3
mizsion and will flght to thg'?
end to maintain the integrity 5
of their organizations. The J
Stalinists who so recently . &
hoisted the white flag of sur-'§
render over Madrid after stab- 3
bing the Spanish workers o &
the back with the treacherous =
dagger of People’'s Frontlsm i3
will not succeed in placing the ' §
hangman's ‘noose of Demo<i§
eratic Prontism around the &

The Sailors Union of the FPa-
cifiec membership mecling at
headguarters [(San Franciscol
adopled a unanimous resolo-
tion caMing for a seerel refer-

{miirals
| plentiful supply of personnel to
man their ships. 8¢ diligent
were the lackeys of the Erem-
lin In the application of their
policy, that when West Coast
seamen in Mew York and Balti.
more threw a picket line
around the Commission halls,

the BStalinists ordered thelr

were assured of [

endum strike vole in ihe event
the Maritime

wesl coast,

In the face of this militant |
response of the Bailors, the|
Stalinists in control of the once !
powerful Paciflic Coast ""Mari-
time Fzderation”—which now’
includes neither the sailors nor

men through the line, contend-the firemen—were seized with

Commission | — —
opened up fink halls on the! IvE! FIGHT! CONQUER!

necks of the West Coast sems '
men. The majority of the Sen= -y
men are aware of who thelr =
enemies are both without and.
within and are thus doubly
armed for a fight to the finisha 8

Prp— 1o,
———

and have a swell time
with the
General Fund
SATURDAY, NITE, APRIL B
at the
East Bx., Yipsel Headguarters
1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx
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