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|In the World of_Labor-_

By Paul G. Stevens -

I.F.T.U. Postpones Meeting
In the Midst of Crisis

The increazingly sharpened characier of po-
litienl evenis appesr to have paralyzed u::nm;
pletely (he bureaucrats of the Internationa.
FPederation of Trade Unions.,

A regular meeling of Lhe Executive af the
1.ET.U, was dus in March., Hitler was lnking
Ceechosloviekia and Memel, Pranpce was en-
teving Madrid and Valencin., With such heal
on, Lhe Citrines and Schevenels decided . . . Lo
posipone thelr mecting?

It was not by aceident that the only interna-
tional weorking class organizatiop meeting in
the midst of the criziz last September and issu
ing ils call to action was the Pourth Interng-
tional. While the sociol reformists and Stalin-
isls become petrified by the impact of the
crizig, the revolutionisis of the Pourth Inter-
national leom as the only hope of action for
the world's workers.

How They Worked
Fr LA X
To “Save Spain

A pamphlet written by Jean Rous, French
Fourth Internationalist  who spent  many
months in Spain between July 1936 and the
conclusion of the civil war, has just béen pub-
L-h=d in France under the title “Spain 1936—
Spain 1938; The Revolution Assassinated.” It
covers the whole period with an AmMAazing mass
of detai].

The Hous pamphlet should be of parviicular
value in making clear the criminally mistaken
line of the P.OU.M, The impotence of ils cen-
trist pollcies s clarified throughout by the
mere recital of events and the P.OUM.'s re-
action to them. The victimization ol this party
by the Stalinists and their People's Front al-
lies should not, despite our sympathy  and
solidarity swith the wvictims, close anyones
eves to its falze politics,

Rous cites a letter of May 25, 1937 written by

-

On the Line..

the socimlist Wear Minister of Lhe Lovalist gov-
ernment, Priets, to his party comrvade, the
Lawvalist ambassador W the Uniled Suales,
Fernando de los Rios, This letter shows willy
whil weal these “'socinlists’™ went about say-

ing Spain ., . by criashing the Spanish working
cluss grganizeliong.
~Finally,” says Prieto in one of the pas

sages, “'the most important part of gur mop-
ping-up process in the rear has been con-
cluded. At Bareelona, as well as in the rest of
the province, the wheels of the AL and the
C.HM.T. Ithe anarchist mass organizations—
Ed.| have been completely stopped, their most
dangerous elements are cither dead or im-
prisoned, What's even more important, is the
faet that those whoe have come o Lheir senses
are oday either convineced or at the very jeas|
more moderate, . . . We haven't vl finlshed
mopping up completely., We have decided,
among olher Lhings, to transfer these elements
to the most dangerous fronls. In thizs mannes
the disrupters will aid us in perfecting our
mopplg-up progess, for which we should be

(Conelnded frome Mar., 31 issue)

Despite the high cost of pied-
fcal services i the i'l:'li.nil!lE.’
CRINPS almost no Provisions
exist for preventive medicine,
Very rarely does o woman
have any pre-natal carve: there
are almost no visiling nurses;
lew children nre vaccinaled
until they reach s=ciool age; no
dental care is provided: not n
single class in health or hwy-
fiene was found in the whole
Lerritoey.

Yel Ior camip medienl ser-
vices, including extrao charges,
the average cost Lo 1M men
cach yealr s 52,4980, not oelud-
ing hospital fees, The Bureau
of Cooperative Medicine which
conducted the Investipalion un-

very thankful to them. . . . In following this
line of conduct, we shall. as you know, please |
Lhe thres counlries who have alded us mosl
and who, quite recently, have demanded sueh
o course from us.” |

We learn from Lhe press that de los Rios
has formally resigned his posi as ambassador |
and that he iz joining the teaching stalf of the
New School for Social Research, where he
will o doubt lecture on how to flght fascism. |

Thiz is no more than fitting. For, as Bernard |
Shaw once remarked, ""He who can. does:; he
who can'il, teaches,”

Labour Party Branches Flock to
“Anti-Register’” Opposition
Thirty-nine branches of the British Labour
Party have officially flocked to the growing
rank ond file opposition against the National
Hegister conscription scheme, the develop-
ment of which has been recorded regularly in
this colurmn. |
|
|

. with Bill Morgan |

The case of Egbert Q. Rubberbone is nob
unusual. Almost everyday his litlle story ap-
pears somewhere in some newspaper—gener-
ally on page thriy-six.. It gees something like
1his:

wafter thirly years of faithful, de-
voled seiviee 1o the Snarl & Sweal
Department Store, Mr., Egbert Q. Riub-
perbone, known Lo hundroeds of local
citizens as the assistant manager of
the piano department. was awarded a
gold watch at a testimonial dinner in
his honor last night. The watch was
presented by Mr. Snarl who said, Wr_
need more men like Rubberbone,

Millions of people have read this little story
but how many give it a second thought? Mot
many. Most folks merely glance al the head-
jine and then pass on to the cross-word puzzle.

But behind that headline s & story. Men
like Fubberbone are not born everyday and
their kind are rapidly passing inlo the pages
of history. Soon they will be extinct like ihe

Drodo.

And Mr. Snavl knew what he was talking
about—without men like Rubberbone the sys-
tem of heads-T-win-tails-you-lose would not last
wery lomg.

All For a Watch

For thirty years of faithful, devoled service.
. . . For thirty long, dreary years of leaping
out of bed like a hunted criminal every morn-
ing at seven a.m.—bolting down a cruller and
a cup of muddy coffee—rushing down into a
dark. dirty subway where he was jammed and
shoved into a crowded stinking subway car-
out and up and into the office to shove his
time-card inta the cloek ten minutes early and
then to put in eight or more solid hours on s
feet and no time oy place to rest, Home alb
night—to & stuffy flat in the suburbs where
he falls asleep over the dinner table, Thirty
vears of this—for a wateh. A watch worth
iwenty-five bucks in any hock-shop.

And Egbert is satisfied. If you ask him why
he never becomes fed up with the life of a
plough horse he is surprised. He says, “IUs
people like you who make all the trouble in
thiz world. ¥You always want 0 upset every-
thing. . . ."

Egbert Doesn’t Think

Egbert just doesn't stop to think why any-
one should want to upsel lhings. He never
stops to ask questions and he never has any
doubts about things, He accepls hizs bosss
answers to evervithing., He even feels sorry for
the boss, He sayvs the boss couldn™t get along
without him and he couwldn't get along with-
out the boss. And Egbert is right again. Only
Egbert just doesn't know how right he is, . . .

For thirty vears he kept his place and never
spoke out of lurn. Whenever he felt i1l he
forced himself to the store and didn't mention
it to & soul, Hiz stomach sueffered as a result
of eating half rotien food in clatter-bang one
arm luneh rooms.

WwWhen debts mounted and his wife couldn’t
pay the grocer or the electric bills, Egbort
hesitated. After weeks of mental torture he
crawled to the hoss's office. Hat in hand and
heart in mouth, he spoke softly and fearfully.

He supported ithe Left Wing
POUM.,
vounger brother. Jose Rebull,
opposition,
counter-theses of
April, 1937, attacked Nin's pol-

fcy of entry into the Catalan
Gienerality and the centrisi zig-

DOUGLAS CONLEY
and MARY WILLS

A dispateh from Barcelons
published in the French press
reports ithat David Rey has
been arrested by Franco s mili-
tary police. This is the same
Catalan worker who was held
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“Flease. . . . I've been hetre seven years . . .
there have never been any compilaints . . . al

warys on time in the morning . . . consider it
o privilege 1o be with the company. . . .7 [

Egbert Was a Spartan |

The customer was always right with Egbert. |
FFor thirty vears he liztened to the customers’
complaints and took the gl handed him by |
Mrs. Van Up de Bucket and her crowd of |
parasites. Smiling all the while Egbert took
it on the chin for the company. For thirty |
VEArs. . . . )

When Egberl’s bank and its president turned
out. £0 be az phoney as the costume jewelry in
Lhe Smarl & Sweal Department Store, Egbhert
merely frowned the slightest bit and began all
over again to build another litlle aceount in
another litkle bank.

And a Company Stool

And when Mr. Robertson, the new salesman
in thée Sports Department began to talk aboutb
& unicn . . . horrors! A bolshevik right under
hiz very nose, . . . Egbert exeused himself
poditely and risked losing a sale in order to
inform Mr. Snarl of this menace to the human
race alki W the Snarl & Sweal Department
Store in particular, Of course, when Robertson
gob Lthe sack Egbert got a raize, Not much of a
ralse o be sure but it cid mean recognition of
. my importance to the company, . . . a
reward for valor, 0 to speak. . ..

In 1929, when the de-pression had just begun,
Egbert dld not get any bonus al Christmas
time, Egbert didn't expect one eilther—he
knew how hard it was for Mr. Snarl to make
ends meet without giving out bonuses, "'Foor
Mr. Sparl,”” he would say to Agnes the cashier
in the piano department, “‘he has so0 manvy
Worries, 50 many problems these days. . . "
And Agnes. would it her evebrows slightly
and say, “"Yeah-—the poor guy. Mext thing
vou know he'll be on home relief, . . "

‘he wvery words Home Relef would alfect
Egbert something terrible, “Bums!" he shoui-
E_l:‘i. “Laralers! Undermining individual initis-
LI?E—'ﬂ.EELW}'iTIH American institutions, . .
And Agnes would sigh, "Yeah, I guess alll
them buildings, railroads and automobiles
were built by bums.™

His Time Was Theirs

One day Agnes figured out the extra time
Egbert put in on the job—time for which Eg-
bert was not pald. He came in ten minutes
early in the morning, went to lunch five min-
utes after everyvone else and returned five
minutes before the others and then staved ten
minutes after closing time to make sure he
wasn't needed by Mr. Snarl, It came to thirty
minutes a day—three hours & week. By the
end of the year Egbert had donated one hun-
dred and fifty hours of work to the store. And
Egbert had been with the store thirty wears
50 that meant he had worked 4.500 hours or
exactly 50 days for which he had received
nol one cent—unless one figures the watch
F:i".;lenLhm'LLaL"Lhe :-arﬁ;lut that time,

wenty-five & wabtch for 500 da
;.l.rrlntl:jk.“'l.i:':mﬁ IEH ﬁnurl E.Egd. “We need Jmﬁ
ubberbone,” he certai i
e tainly said a

itz revolutionary slogans to en-
ter the government ministry.

oon after his return to Ca-
talonia, his keen understanding
and long experience with prob-
lems of the working class con-
vinced him of his party's mis-
takes. He joined his brother.

led by his

organized

cient for an excellent service
with first rate doclors, nurzes,
and medicines if the money
were handled in an effective
and responsible manner. At
present a large proportion of
the Tunds are diverted directly
into the company treasuries,

HOSPITAL CONDITIONS
EVEN MORE SHOCKING

The picture of hospitalization
for the miners shows, il any-
thing, even more shocking con-
ditfons. The eompanies deduet
the funds from the worker's
pay check, generally taking
£1.25 a month from each man,
ahd making abzolutely no ae-
counting of how it is expended.
In cases where they turn ik
over Lo contracting hospitals,
the hospitals have no means of
asecrtaining whether the sum
actually represents the whole
armount colleated.

In aimost every case investis
goated, the company retained
nol less than 10 per cent, eall-
ing
colleeting  the money.' The
Burean estimates that for svery
100 workers, about 51500 is col-
lected for the hospital after the
men have alveady contributecd

| 2980 [or the ecamp doctor.

Thiz amount is increased by
£500 through exira charges,

HOSPITALS
LACK BEDS

United States Government
rures indicate that fhe mini-
mum adequate standard i3 4.5
general hospital beds for 1,000
population. In the area inves-
tigaled there are only about
2.5 beds for 1.000, and the men
are paving exorbitant rates for
their saupport. According toan
investigation made by the West

it a “‘nominal charge Inrl

SOCIALTIST APPEAL

B Tr—"———

Investigation Uncovers
Medical Conditions In Mine Areas

Wirginia Legislature in 1931,
che miners afien pay 55000 for
a service that at most should
cOsE &1 .00,

Bharp competition existy be-
tween different hospitals. This
cotdition iz foestered by  the
operators, Not only is there
cutthroal bidding between the
hospitals but bribing is [re-
quently resorted 1o and rebales
are given o the coal oneralors,

COMI*ANIES CONTROL
THREOUGH CHECK-OFF

Control of the check-off gives
the companies control of the
|hospitals. In one instance the
investigators were fold that the
construction of a new hoapiui
| building was financed through

(it oper to a group of doctors.

I A% a result of the check-off
(and the fact that the fewer the
I'r:mtivzntﬁ the higher the profits,
imost hospiials are reluctant Lo
| it patients, PFurthermore,
paddents are discharged as
gquitkly as possible, sometimes
w:iﬂl'n very serious results,

DESCRIMINATION AGAINST
COLORED MINERS

The guality of service is very
poor. In the wholez area there
|nre expctly four beds for com-
|Lap;tuu3 disenses,—ng  matter
how serious such eases may
I be, they must therefore he
‘taken care of at home. There
are no childrens wards what-
ever, Colored miners and their
families who pay jush as much
as the white are usually cared
for In very inferior wards, Al-
though the equipment is fajrly
good for emergency surgery, in
other respects it is wreiched.
There is little or no equipment
{for physiotherapy or X-Ray
treatment. There iz not a sin-
(gle artificial fever machine or
“iron lung'® in the entire terri-
bory.

Each “lat" patient’s treat-
meat is made as cheap as pos-
ible., The mine doetor is dis.
courpged from sending i pa-
Hents, and i5 regarded as o
“buck-passer' and the chiaf
enamy of the hogpital If he
does s0. The Bureau's investi.
gators did not find a single in-
Stitution where there was reals
l¥ adeguate nursing ooare,
Wards are crowded o 0%
tremes (o Incrense the profits,

even when there are other
emply wards in the same
building., In the words of one

miner, “'the hozpital calls us

Debat_e Shﬂ’;{?S Shaplen
Condones 1919 Murders

“You,
shuot

the Social-Democrals
down the Communisis!

And why not!" were the brutal |had always

words shouled by Joseph Shap-
len, spokezman for the Social-
Democradic Federation in a de-
tatle with Max Shachtman, edi-
Lor of the Soclalist Appeal, last
Friday might at (he IRoand
School.

Shaplen blurted out  his
damning admission when
Shachtman, in response
Shaplen's tfirade against Bol-
shevism for ils “'use of vios
lence," had described the vio-
lence uszed by the German So-
cial Idemocracy in 1918 II.EFI.iI'IET-
the Cerman workers in order
to preserve the bourgeois state.
As shocked expressions of an-
ger were heard in the audi-
ence, Jhaplen jeered, I 1e-
peat, why not?'’

It was in this 19159 onslaught
against the revolutionary work-
ers that the prepctionary army
afficers, twrned loose against
the workers by the Social Dem-
aoratic government. murdered
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Liux-
emburg.

Slanders Ked Army

In arguing the affirmative of
the questien, ""Has Bolshevism
Failed?" EBhaplen repeated all
the old slanders agalnst the
Russian Revolution. Claiming
that Tenin and Trotsky in 1917
appealed o the “lowest in-
stincts of the armed masses’
ievidently referring w the
famous “"Bread, Peace, and
Land,” summoning the work-
erg, peasants, and soldiers o
stop the imperialist ward,
Shaplen repeated several times
that the Red Army that de-
feated the Allled and White
Guard armies on twently-two
fronts was composed of the
dregs of society—""Lhe soldates-
ca, the ignorant, declasse,
lumpenproletariagt,” Shaplen
called them,

AL no time did Shaplen at-
tempt to make the slightest

¥l The

overthrow capitalism wherever

apportunity  first came
emphasized that
socialism could not be botlt in
ong country alone: that Lenin,
Trotsky and others had predict-
ed the degeneration of the Sovi-
et Tindon, il it was left jsolated
wilh itz meager technlcel re-
spurces Lo face a8 superior and
hostile capitalist world econ-
amy.

cratic parties of Europe that
rushed to the help of their bad-
I¥ - shaken capitalist govern-
ments in the disturbed period
at the close of the World War
and suppressed the worker's
revolts, thus prevented any
possibility of help from outside
for the Soviet Union, Shacht-
man pointed out. Thus the so-
cial democrats were divectly
respongible for the Soviet TUn.
ion's isolation and the subse-
guent degeneration of the Sovi-
el regime as represented by

for one and o hall yearzs by
the Stalinist police of the Loy
alizt government and who was
charged, with other leaders of
the F.O.UM.. of conniving
wilh the fazcists. His new ar-
rest stands as definite proof,
if such iz still needed, of the
absurdity of these charges,

We recall David Rey his
rewl name is Dandel Rebully as
one of the finest class-con-
apious worker-militants whom
we have ever had the privilege
of knowing. An old war horse
of the revolutionary movement,
he was always ready to serve
hiz comrades and his party
but. unlike the bulk of the
yaunger POUM  leaders with
whom he was associated, he
was never too old to learn. In
the revolutionary enthusiasm of
1836, he still saw the necessity
of deep self-criticism.

sags of the P.OTU.M.'s Execu-
tive Commitiee.

This was not the first time
David Rey had [earned the les-
sons of the workers' moverment
from his own experiences. Asg
a syndicalist in the Spanish
trade union movement, he had
vears ago learned the need of
political action, and had turned
to the Communist Party, The
ineptitude of the Third Inter-
national eventually led him to
join with Maurin in the split
which ereated the Workers and
Peasantz' Bloc—which later
sed with the Nin-Andrade
group to form the P.OTU.M.
David Rey sat on the Central
Committee of the P.O.U.M.
After July. 1938, he was sent
as manager of a workers® fool-
ball leam on ap eduacalional
and meorey-ralsing . tour to Mex-
ico, It was during his absence
Lthat the P.OU.M. abandoned

the able voung business mana-
ger of La Batalla, who, with
the April {hesis, had taken the
lead in self-critleism of the |
party line. We feel confident
that had thiz Belshevik self-

criticlsm only arisen within | there,

the P.O.U.M. more promptly,
the history of Spain would be
different today, and such a
courggeous old militant as Da-
vid Rey would nof be  in
Franco's hands,

This Catalan worker stands
as a syvmbol of the tens of thou-
sands who have nol given up
the struggle. and who never
shall, until the vietory of the
Spanish workers. His political
courage, his firm stand against
the opportunise stream, should
gerve as an example to Amer-
ican workers.

Salud to David Rey, symbol
of the revalutionary workers

analysis of the economic forces
which have been exerting their
pressure o the [solated Soviet
Unton during the last 22 years,
and the effect of that pressure
upon  the inlerpal  situation
His whole speech o©on-
sisted of repeating that the po-
litical history of the Bolshevik
movement s merely a constant
struggle for power hetween
the *ins and the outs.™

“Al Capone'’ Theory

Shachiman described Shap-
len's outlook as the ‘“*Al Ca-
pone”’ theory of history, one in
which greal advances and re-
treats of the masses are undor-
stood by the Shaplens of the
world only as power shifting
Jfrom one “'hoss’ to another.
Shachtman recalled what the
enemies of Bolshevism always
choose to forgel, that the Boal-
sheviks themselves — while not

aof Barcelonst

shrinking Iream the chance o

Stalin,

Shachiman enraged hiz so-
cial democratic listeners with
& pointed and detatled analysis
of the close similarity between
their program and the program
of the Communist Party.

“The degeneration of the
Communist Party has reached
a final stage of corruption
which places it side by side
with the Social Democratic
FParty in every country of the
globe where they wyeb exist.”
said Shachiman. “Each party
remains loval to its capitalist
government and the national
interests of that capitalist gowv-
ernment, each lovally supports
the war budgets of the capital-
ists for the oncoming imperial-
ist world war, each entered
Fopular Fronts together in
France and Spain on a com-
mon reformist program, each
supports Roosevelt and the dis-
credited New Deal.'"
| Heferring {o the hypoerisy of
(Becial Demoeratic devotion fo

ed how in Spaln the Soclalist,
Caballere, was overiurned by
the Soclalist, Juan Negrin, who
was himsell susted by violence
by the Socialist, Julian Bestei-
ro—all three bolonging to the
same party!—while the Social-
ist, Blum, strangled the “leg-
al" Popular Fronl government
#ll along with his arms block-
lade while I'remicr of Franece.
The flustered Shaplen evaded
all discussion of the similarity
' between Stalinism and social
democracy. He was helped by
the chairman. Elias Tartak, al-
20 & =ocial democral. Both
agreed that there was not time
to answer o pven discuss
Shachiman's pointed questions.
The debate was heard by a
packed hall. Tension rose high,
and the chairman had to ap-
peal several times for order.

reformist social demo- |

“legality,” and ““abhorrence of |
viclence." Shachiman deserib-

‘eharity patients’ and treals us
worse than that, and yeu it is
our meney that Keeps it going. *
EXTEA CHARGES
i FORCED ON PATIENTS

o top of this, every excuse
is used to force extra charges
upon he patients, Matermty
cases and contaglous diseascs
are never ineluded i the co-
tract. For special medicires,
gerums, drugs, special surpery
—even of the most ordinary
kind, there Is always an extra
charge, usually at an exorbi-
tanlk rate. The Bureau asti-
mates that.extra charges bring
the total yearly hosplial expen-
|il|l.I::|'Es to about £2.00) for each
100 men. With competition be-
|me:=n hospitals eliminated and

der invitation from the United 'an increase in the men's wage |with costly equipment utilized
Mine Workers believes that  deductions but the operators!wo its m”.'!-;ﬁtﬂeiﬂmmﬂm 13_1;.’{;
this sum i more than suffi- kept the deed and later turned | well-planfied units of two or

| three hundred beds, this sum
teould furnish ward hospitalisa-
thon Jlaboratory and X-Ray zer-
wice, and, in addition. ocop-
ribute  toward much-needed
specialisizs and post-graduate
training for many camp phy
sicians,

ESPECIALLY VICIOUS i
IN COMPENSATION CASES
In preventing injured work-
ers from obtaining compensa-
tion legally due them, the hos-
pitals and mine doctors e
mzed as  especially  vielous
weapons of the coal operators.
Ratez for compensation insur-
ance, the premium of which

seripusness of the accidents
and Ltheir frequency, It js com-
pany paliey as a result to mini-
mize every accldent, no mak-
ter  how  serious  the conse-
quences (o the injured worker,
Doctors are entitled to re-
muneration from  the state
compensation fund for services
rendered in any accident casze,
but a doctor can send & bill to
the fund only on perll of his
Joly, because il bills are zent
the company’s losuranceé pre-
miums increase, As & redult
the miners must pay for this
gervice out aof the check-off
fvom Lheir wages. In the same
way the men pay for hosgpital
care that should be pald for by
Lthe compensalion fund.
DOCTORS COMPELLED
T FALSIFY REFPORTS

The zervice rendered to in-
ured men iz gauged entirely
by company Interests. Since
the hospitals derive Htble extra
ineome  from  compensatlon
work, they treat accident cnses
as cheaply and asg briefly as
possible. Men are sent home
before they are able o walk,
sametimes a leg is amputated
because it is easier and cheap-
er than trying to save it, The
extreme was reached when the
Bureau was told, in one in-
stance, that men are some-
times allowed to die because
death benefits are only 54,000
while total permanent disabil-
ity is 6,000,

It is for this reason that mine
doctors are compelled to falsi-
v death cortificates apd acei-
dent reports to conform with
company  desirez, One mmine
doctor in West Virginia recent-
Iv lost his job beeause he cer.
Ltified that a man's death was
due Lo carbon monoxide poison-
ing instead of “heart failure'
or ‘‘stomach trouble,” as the
company lnsisted. Often, too.
the foremen try to show that
the injury did not occur on the
job, or was the result of break-
ing a safety rule,

This whole sitwalion was
neatly summed up by a West

N
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In The Carribean

HAMILTON, Bermuda—
Vigitors, enjoyving a Spring holi-
day on the Bermuda Isles, are
turning to the sports calendar
for their activity by day, and
feting visiting sports celebri-
ties in the evening hours.

Many of the tennig stars of
the United States are gathering
here now to compete in the
pmineteenth annual  Bermuda
championships. Luncheons,
teas. cocktail parties and din-
ner dancing  will honor the
.p!a..vers.
| The Junior Servige League
Imembers will serve tea for the
plavers each, day, belove the
guests go later on o cocktail
parties at the wvarious hotels
and homes.

—New York Times

REFUGEES MNEED
CLOTHING SAYS
AMERICAN FUND

The American Fund for
Political Prisoners and Kef-
ugees has made an appeal
for clothing for refugees.
The need of the refugees is
urgent: they cannol wail far
clothes! IT vou have clothing
of any Kind which you can
spare, you should bring it at

onee to (he office of the
American Fond, RBoom 1609,
100 Fifth Avenue, New York
City. or inform the affice,
which will send someone to
pick it wp. All contribulions
will e welcome.

CIETY |
\OTES

Virglnin attorney, wio  sadd,
“By ihiz method the emplover,
in  effect, says to his em-
ployvees, "I will pay you com-
pensation for wour injury. but
vou shall submit yoursell to
treatment and examination by
doctors of my choosing and
employment whe are, of course,
paid by wou, and if the doc-
tors so selected by me and
poakd for by you find any dis-
ability, T will pay in accor-
dance with such flinding.""™
Thiz arrangement makes it ex-
tremely diffieult for workmen
to draw sickness Insurance, ac-
cident compensation, or death
henefits.

Public health in the whole
district suifers from the mine
operators’ control of medical
serviee, In West Virginia, for
example, there iz but one stale
hospital for tuberculosis in the
southern coal mining area.
Thizs has 148 beds, all full, and
275 people on its waliling list.
When patients are finally odd-
mitted, they have o pay $30 a
maonth for their board and
room in this state institution.
In Eenducky there are but 1B
beds that moy be cooupied free
of charge by tuberculosis pa-
tients othel than thoge from the
city of Louisville, In Tennesses
there iz nmo state tuwberculosis
hospital whatever, In one coun-
ty of Virginia alone there are
300 known active cases of pul-
monaty -tuberculozis with in-
fectious sputum. One of these

must be paid by the compa-|js a mother with fourteen chil-
nies, varies according to the|dren.

There is little doubt that the
pressure of a well.organized
health service for the miners
would force many improve-
ments in this situation,

BUREAU SUGGESTS
POSEIBLE REMEMES

A good deal of the report of
the Bureau is concerned with
possible remedies, The Inves
tigators recognize that the
miners are fully sware of the
deficiencies in medical service
and are anxious to end them.
The Bureau feels that this can
be done only by integration of
medical services, responsibility
on the part of the doctors and
hospitals to the men they are
treating instead of the mine
companies, and control by the
men of the deductions made
[rom their wages for these ser-
vices,

On page twelve of the report
the investigators formulate the
only real way to institute o re-
form; ““The fact is that several
camp physicians told ws in eon-
fidence that an independent
health serviee backed by the
TUnited Mine Workers of Amaer-
ica offers the one possibility of
an effective solution o both

their problems and those of the

miners.'"

WORKRERS CONTROL
THE ONLY WAY OUT

It iz doubtful that John L.
Lewis, head of the United Mine
Workers, who is now negotiat-
ing contracls with the employ-
ers, will of his own accord see
fit to disturb coal company
profits by insisting that all
funds collected for medical ser-
viees be placed strictly in con-
trol of the union.

For the miners there is no
other possible solution. Strict
union control alone can elimin-
ate the evils., So long as the
emplovers can make off with
the wage deductions, dizease,
necidents, and death will con-
tinue to be a lueretive source
of profits for the stockholders
of the mining companies,

= ‘

“Slashing Relief

Is Good Economy”

MILWAUKEE, Wis.—Waller
Monte boarded a streetcar
near his home last night with a
bundle in his arms. He trans.
ferred once and then walked
into the Corober's office in the
Safety Building, There he un-
wrapped the bundle — contain-
ing & tiny baby, dead.

“"The baby was born to my
wife at home this morning.”
Monke sald, hizs face white and
lined. ““The Pire Department
Eescue Squad worked twenty
minutes to save it, but they
couldn't. We are on rellef and
have no funds for burial, so I
came here.*

Coroner's assistants took
Monte's burden. They told him
to =ses relief authorities Mon-
day about the burial.

=Now York Herald Tribane

DUNNE SPEAKS AT
ANTI-WAR STRIKE

MADISON, Wisconsin—V. R.
Dunne, state organizer of the
Minnegota section of the Bocinl-
ist Workers Party, was the
guest speaker at the antl-war
strike held on the campus of
the University of Wisconsin at
Madison on Thursday. April 6.

Dunne received the imviation
to speak from the Student Anti-
War Strike Committes, which
azked him “to give the laboy
point of yilew on the present
war situation.™

The Wizconsin student strike
commities, according to its
chairman, Robert Rumsey, *'is
composed o all progressive an-
ti-war elements on the campus
who wish to milllantly assert
their stand against war ano

war preparations.”

e ————
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Shocking

MASS PRESSURE
STALLS CANADA
CONSCRIPT PLAN

Canadian ecapitalist spokes-
men, ubhder the rising anger
and pressure of Lthe anti-war
sentiment of the Canpdian
workers and farmers, 1ast
week declared themselves
against conscription.

First Dr. ERoberl Manion,
long # staunch imperialist and
head of the Conzervative Par-
ty, declaimed, " Canadian
vouth should not be conscripted
to fight outside the borders of
Canada."”

Mext, Mackenzie King, pregs
ent Prime Minister and head of
the Liberal Party, rose in the
Dominion Parliamenl, and at-
templed Lo Igll the suspicionsg
of the Canadian masses, with
a promise that bis government
would never conseripe Canad-
ians for service overseas.

The pledgez of these politi-
cians against conscription are
ne more real than Chamber-
lain's: furthermore. since
Roosevelt's Kingston, Ontario
speech last August, and its cor-
dial reception by both the Li-
beral and Conservative parties,
it has® been abzolutely clear
that Canada's foreign policy
will be determined from Wash-
ington, not Lotdon, and will be
geared to Roosevelt's WAl pros
Eram,

In his Parlinment speech.
Mackenzsie King gratefully re-
callegd Roosevell's pledepe to
prreserve Canfda’s  territorial
integrity, and emphasized that
Canada must atiagch immensely
mote importance to the United
Ztates than 20 vears ago.

Behind all this rests Canada's
dependencs on the White Hotise,
When Roosevelt gives the word,
IprﬂmiﬁEﬁ made to the Canadian
masses  against  conseription
|will be junked.

For the time being, however,
both  political  parties  have
made stalements caloulated to
quiet the reszentment of tha
masses against the horror of
another war, and Lo prevent the
organization of thal resentment
by working class leaders whom
they could nobt control.

HULLYWOOT
| Iif_[EHHY-Hﬂ.-HI]IJNI]

Pooh Bah Number One of
the maovies, Mr. Will Hays, re-
cently made publieé his annual
raport Lo the Industry. Mr.
Havs, whaose Tunction it is,
among olher things, to control
trade practices in the industry,
waxed cheerily patriotic over
the [uture. Said the Grand Sa=
chem: “We are entering into
nn Americanism eyele under
the impact of publie opinfon.™

In other words, all the flag-
waving on the screen that has

stumbling preliminary, Now

ficial blessing, there’ll be
tilled inm the Hollywood grog-
shops than even & two-listad
glutton can thrive on.

And pow that Mr. Hawvs has
had the gracious good mind to
forewarn us, we, for our part,
can look into the Tuture of the
Americanism cycle,

Most preponderant of the lob
will be the Historieal film,
which will show Dollar Imper-
fnlisrn bullding itz democratie
empire, It is almost safe (o as-
suime that at feast ten films
will be released by the major
studios during  the first six
months aflter the adoption of
(the new policy, Where histori-
cal facts are hostile oF non-ex-
istent, Hallywood will invent
them. The legend should read:
It Might Have Happened.

Since the Hollywood savanis
have for some time now _'I:IEEI'I
producing  historfesl  films,
i"Marie .  Antoineftd'  and
~Guoga  Din,” ete.) we have
comeé ty B Their time-tested
formulas. For example, in the
case of Indis, that rebsllious
calonial who Jifts a rifle
against His Majesty’'s Bengal
Lancers iz a downright bloody
devil. In the case of the
French Revolution, every Jag-
ohin is a sloppy kpave whoge
gltimate purpese is to ravish a
Bourbon princess before she is
guillobingd. . ) .

The Americanism films will
follow Lthe same paltlern,

Hollywood will be having a
merry time of it these next
months. Mow that it iz destined

longer confine itsell Lo courag-
eots attacks against the na-
tion's mothers-dn-law,

MAT LEVINE

"Tsar o Lenin’
Shown af Forum

{ Special Lo e Socbnlizl Appeal )
SOUTH BEND, Ind—Close
to 100 workers [from Boulh

Ind., and Niles, Mich., attend-
éd the first showing in northern
Indiana of the film “Tsar to
Lenin® and the lecture given
by Arne Swabeck on “The Les-
sons of the Russian Revolution
and the Soviet Union Taday."
Many gquestions were asked
of the speaker. Conslderable
Ikterature was sold, and a num-
ber of new contacts gained.
The meeting was the first of
a series of forums that will be
held every other Sunday after-
nogn by the Socialist Forum or-

i that Mr. Hays has given his of- .
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