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BRITAIN TRYING

T0 MEND FENCES

WITH NEW BLOC

But Leaves Itself
An Qut In Case
Of Need

USSR STRADDLING

In a somewhat tardy efforl
lo repeir some of the lences so
Dadly smuashed by Hitler's re-
cenl drives, British diplomacy
was iryving dhis week o bring
T'plamd amd Humania inlo a
bloc against Germany.

This loak the form of & Brit-
ish pledge lo come Lo the aid |
of Poland in case (he Poles re- |
sisled any abtlack on their “'in-
dependence.” A similar pledgs.
supplemented by an offer of a
loan of hard cash. was being
offered Lo Rumanta, to prevent
the sweeping German-Ituma-
nian Lrade pact of two weeks |
ago fom becoming oporative,
France has already signed a|
pact of its own with Rumabnia
lor Lthe game purpose and also |
announced that i would share
Britain's pladges of ad.

Lrilish “Promises”” ||

The press hummed with re-
poris of a ““sharp departure™ ln
British foreign policy, convemnl
ently  Iorgelling the solemn
“pledges” Brilain made to Aus-
fria and Czecho-Slovakia and
which proved o be wilhout
substance when the showdown
came. That this promisc 5|
worded more explicitly will not |
make i any harder to break.

The day afier Chamberlain
made his promise in Commons,
the Londen Times — the rea!
monthpiece of the British pol
ey makers—explrined that he
plodpe did nol cover “'every
inch of the present [rontters of
Poland.”” meaning Lthat Britain
woul not fight for Danzlg or
ilte Palish Corridor.

Il was indipnantly denled Lhe
next day that this represented
any official British wview—bul
Lthe same kind of denials were
made last Pall when the Times
pditorially advocated the oes-
sion of the Sudentenland fto
Hitler, accurately forecasting
the actual policy thal was later
carvied out by Clmnmmﬂgm
On Monday Chamberiain ““re-
affirmed™ his pledge to Poland
and then plunged into talks
with Jozef Beck, the wily Po-
lish foreign minister, to sec
whether Poland would fake the
il

Holh Poland and Rumania,
gasping under powerful Ger-
man  pressure  against  their
midriffs, were nob wholly pre-
pared o accept the proflfered
deal =o long as they could not
e sure that Lhey too would ol

e thrown w0 the  Hitlerite
wolves i it suited the conveni-
cnce of perlidious  Alblon  al

some fulure dato,

Masoow's Pasilon

The major wikiown guaniily
vemained (he position ol Ui
Stalin governrment in Moscow.
Formally. Moscow was lefi en-
Lively out of these negobialions
for a new bloc, Unofficially the
Eritish sald they fell certam
thew coitld “count on Sovict Co
ooeradton,” wasiher they could
oL 8 S0 CLUDPCTalion wWis
Flil very mucin of an cpen
guestion, Walter Duranly's dis-
patehes L the Mew York Timnes
continued Lo speak of an in-

creasingly  coplempluous  Lote
fovweard Frooe and Britain™ 1
I Soviet i Lais, |

cCuriously  canegElt wirola |

Duiranly. 'there is no edilorial |
penlion in the Soviel press of
Hitler's speech” —referring o
ithe Fuehrers lalest bellicose
utterance al Wilhelmshaven on
ihe peeasion of We launching of
o onew 35.000-ton battleship.

An “Unlikely” Evenl

=1L seems.” he added. Clhal
ihe Russians do ot oxXpect
Herr Hitler Lo make any vio-
lent drive [or Danzig or for the
iPaolishy Corridor I he docs,
aked i the Poles resisl by arims,
and if Britain considers Lhatl a
caiise Tor war—Lhere are a lul

of  Ivpotheses here—in Lhal
cvenl  Russia  will SUHPOrL
France. Bnrtain and Poland
withh  every  meeans  in ler
power, That eventl scems un-
likely.""

In olher words, Duranty is

| as——54 cents a day—with two-

FRANCO FORCES
VICTIMS  INTO
SLAVE GANGS

Pope and Roosevelt
Hasten to Accept
Conquest - - |

The Spanish civil war has not |
ended. Lovalist resistance has
cnded, but nol Franco's civil
war aguinst the workers and |
peasants. That contlnues,
Amoeng other measuares itaken
by Franco against the masses
gince peace was declared arc:

I. Over 100,000 prisoners
were rounded up in Madrid
during the first two days of
France's occupation, swelling
thie number of prisoners in
Franco's concentration caimps
to nearly 700,000, These are to
b held indefinitely at hard la-
bor. as chain-gangs for Fran-
cos “'reconstruction’ of Spain,

2 To these prisoners will be
added hundreds of thousands of
pthers, Already all Loyalist
army divisions in central Spain
have been ordered to report Lo
poncentration  camps., under
pain of irial for treazon for all
ihpse who fail o report.

Strikes Outlawed

1. Genciral Espinosa de log
Monteros, military governor of
Madrid, on Mareh 30 issued a
list of offenses punishable by
death. They include possession
af unauthorized radio receiving
aetz, robbery and
Military courts—there appear
to be no civil courts for such
offenses—are to lry anyone |
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Marked By Democracy; Stalinists Avoid
Open Fight With C.1.O. Leadershio

e —
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Our Turn to Do Some Slashing!

T e A

fpirilea Picket

a2

Line Put Around
. N Y. Offices

.;.Unempln',red Worker
_ Falls Dead While
i Marching

HUNDREDS PICKET

'E' § & geeeiad Lo Bie Seckdbsl Appeal

T NLEW YORK — Shouting
“WIl War Funds to the Un-
epploved ! and “ Jobs for All
af Trade Union Wages!” and
cgreying banmers which pro-

CLEVELAND, April 2—8idney Hillman cracked the whip be-
hind T.A.W. convention doors here yesterday. The Stalinists
spent m sleepless night of caucusing and soulsearching, swal-

lowed hard and .- —acqulgsced. |

The major struggle of the |
convention was to have ooccour- !
od over the question of the
number of vice-presidents on
the Executive Board,

The Stalinists wanted five—
and wanted to re-elect the pres-
ent  incumbents,  their office
bhoys, Frankensteen, Mortimer.
Hall, and the harmleoss Wells,

The Reuther-MMazey caucus
wanted only one and was press-
ing for Walter Reuther to fill
the job. By and large this re-
flected the desives of the rank
and file in the plants and the
locals top clean house of the In-
competents and wreckers now
infesting the high offfces.

Hillman, after consultation
with Murray and Lewls, decid-
ed the best settlement was to
eliminate all vice-presidents.

The proposal was brought be-
fore the convention as & recam-
mendation of the C.I1O. top
committee. The eonventlon hall
shook with cheers and ap-
plause. The rank and file right-
fullyv. felt they had won a vie-
Lory over the Communist Party
clique. But the scéene Was nol

complete withouwt an orgy of
self-denin]l and | [lopd of ser-
vile Stalinist praise for

the C.I1.O. leaders.""

In succession, Frankensteen,
Hall, Mortimer and the others

STRIKE VICTORY
GAINS DEMANDS
FOR PLUMBERS

g HApeecial Lo ihe Secaulisl Apigsea §]

NEW YORK, April 4 -— The
complete tie-up-of all construc-
tion work In Manhatian, Bronx
and the World's Fair ended to-
day with a smashing wvictory
for the sirikers when the em-
ployers agreed to makntenance
of the & hour day and 52 wage
seale, in defense of which the
plumbers struck,

With Llhe sirike enlermg s
third week,. Mayor La Guardia
interveped in the situation. and
after conferring with the Strike
Committes and the emplayers.
proposed a compromise—that
pending negotintions the plum-
bers  return to work on the
bhasis of the old agresment

e {which was to have expired this
ey {
sabotage, | “great beneficent wisdom of [ers had vielatéd by Imposing a

month and which the employ-

T hour day, and ten per cent
wage cul.

The plumbers of Local 463

“interrupting the normal fune- followed each other on the floor who had met the violation of

tioning of labor through strikes|
or otherwise®'; those “'insulting
ithe armed lorees™: spreading
subversive propaganda; _]:ru'l:l-
lishing, possessing or distribul-
ing propaganda, 1

Al pights of organized labor
are thus wiped out, in typical
fascist fashion. Franco's exter-
mination of e right Lo strike
or organize will come as a rude
shoek to the many Catholic
workers in America and else-
where, loval trade unlonists,
who were led to believe that
Franco's Walr was mergly one
against “'reds’ and for the pre-
servation of Catholic worship.

The prison gangs will be used
for road and construction work,
and will work under military
fuard.

=ave Labor

4. This vast army of slave
Tabor will be available not only
to ilie fascist state, provincial
and municipal administrations,
bt will alzso be turned over to
private bhosses ab the same
e’ =four and & half peset-

thirds of the wage being held
by the fascists for the prison-

sayving that it *is much more
likely 1that  ilitler's  advance
will continuee ofd that Stalin
will find some basiz of agrec-
mment with him. i the zame
tnne, taking oo more chances
thgn e has Lo, Btalin holds oul

won in the British blog, either
as a real thmg, or az a bar-
gaining point with the Fuebhrer.
=stalin himseld probably does
pol koow yet which it will be.

i by B i |incentive for encouraging end-
(he possibility of his participa- | [REentve Bing

er's dependents.

With slave iabor available at
such a cheap rate, Workers out-
side the jails will be belpless in
seeking a decenl wage, and the
bosses will have an enormous
arresis  and

less imprison-

to rénounce their
vice-president and

(Coniinued on Page 2)

rights as the contract with militant ac-
o accepl |!-iu:|1 agreed lo accept the may-

{Conlinued from Page )

.'.'|.5I.'illl.l'.'lii thelr determination to

fifrht against any and u_ll] cur-
Balment o  work-relief- 1
New York City, hundreds of
nemlers of the Unemployed
and Uroject Workers Union
picketed  the  admimstrative
offices of Colonel  Sommer-
vell, New Ytk W.P.A. head,
on Hjatm'q[n}', ;"|.|'|-i'1'| 1.

During the picketing a graph-
fc, and tragic exposure of the
miiserable and overpearing tac-
tics of the administration was
provided by the sudden death
of one of the marchers. Frank
Cleary, 4T years old, & painter,
collapsed after an hour of pigk-
eting. A heart attack caused

his death a few minutes after
an ambulance had carried him

it Roosevelt Hospital. Cleary
| had bheen emploved on a W.P.-

A, painters project and laft a
wife and three children: all are
withoul work and the family is
destitute. A collection taken by
unkon members brought $12.50
to-buy a wreath, The marchers
abzerved n minute’s silepee for
this wictim of the current slash-
eg In the reliefl budget.

W.A. Trick Falls

In the line of march were
many workers not affiliated
with the U.P.W.U. — workeys
who had expected the Workers
Alliance to take up the fight
against the layoffs, These
workers realized at a late hour
that the W.A.'s plan W picket
the home of Bruce Barton, oon-
gressman from MNew York City,
wilg niob only a farce but a trick
to draw attention from the U.P.
W.U.'s demonstration. They
came and were glad to see &
renewal of the old flighting tac-
ties whick in the past won
many demands from the Gov-
ernment. And  they reported
that the W.A, had called off its
picket ling al Bartons' home
when few workers responded,

Mandicapped March

One of the most militant and
inspiring sections in the line
was the United Handicapped
workers of America led by
Harry Friedman. These work-
ers have suffered untold dis-
erimination and arve resolved
to fight to the bitter end
againsi the cuts., They shouted
and marched along with the
pickets and gave encouragt-

'ment Lo every member of the

Wnion. _
After two hours of pickeling
a meeting was held on the cor-

iContinued from Page 2)

By Leon Trotsky

STALIN'S CAPITULATION

Parly of the Sovieft Union show

MNegrin,

the Kremlin oligarchy and the

mens.

Thesze murderoiis moves of
the Franco réegime against the

(Continued on Tage 4)

Thanks to the war condltlens

First reporis on Stalin's speech al the current
Moscow congress of the so-called Communist

hastened 1o draw conclusions from the Spanish
events, as far as he ig concerned, in the direc-
tion of & new turn loward reaction.

In Spain Stalin suffered a defeal less direcd,
but no less profound, than thal of Azana and |

ment established with the workers and peass
anits were nothing bul the iransiation into ware-
time language of the relations exisling belween

Soviel Union. The methods of the Azana-Negrin
governmentl were nothing bul & concentrate of
the methods of the Moscow G.P.U. The (unda-
mental tendency of (hizs poalicy consisted in sub-
stituting the burcaucracy for theé people, and
the politicial police for the bereauvcracy.

FROM ONE 5ET OF BOOTS TO AMOTHER

. the tendencies
of Mospow Bonapariism not only assumed in
Zpain their supreme expression, but also found
themselves rapidly put to the test, Heoee the

that Sialin has

Ukraine,

with it, There

peonles of ihe

“democracies'”

importance of the Spanish events from ihe in-
ternalional, and csvecially the Soviet, peint o
view. Stalin is incapable of struggle. and when
he ig forced o siruggie. he is incapable of pro-
ducing anyihlng but defeals.

In his speech to the congress, Stalin openly
shattered the idea’ of the “alliance of the dti-
mocracies to resisl the Fascist aggressors.”

It is a guestlon, morcover, of soeme- |TI||‘: instigators of an international war arc now
thing infinitely greater than a purely military | peither Mussolini nor Hitler but the two prin-
defeal or even of a lost war. The whole policy cipal democracies of Eurepe, Greal Britain avil
of the “republicans' was delermined by Mos. France who, aecording io the speaker, wani Lo
cow. The relalions that the republican govern- | geau Germany and the U.S.5.R. inlo conflict
under the guise of a German allack on the
Fasclam? That has

The abandowment of dhe pDolicy of
ol the democracies™ is supplemented at once
with a bumiliating cringing before Hitler and
a hurried pelishing of his boots. Such is Stalin!

In Crecho-Slovakia the capifulgiion of the

in a2 change of government.
(Continued on Fage 40

nothing to do
can be no guestion, according

to Stalln's words, of an attack by Hitler on the
Ukraine and there is not the slighiest basis lov
a miiflary conflicl with Hitler.

“allinnee

befoare fascism found expression
In the T.5.5K.,

]
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NEW W.P.A. CUTS DECREED; |
JOBLESS PROTEST SLASH

Fighting Union Leads New York Demonstration
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Toledo C.1.0. Members
Plan W .P.A. Showdown

Militants Override Stalinist Attempts
To Call Off Picket Line

Crpeind o Lhe Seclalist Appeadd  thuslastic mass meeting  held
TOLEDO, Ohio, April—Des. ! March 3 in U AW, Local 12's
pite vainy weather. 200 C.1.O. | headquarters, with Franz Dan-
members today put on a dis-|iels, of the A.CW.A. as the

ciplined, lighting picket line in
front of the lecal W.P.A. head-
quarters and City Hall 1Safety
Buildingl. The picked line nob
only marched in front of the
W.P.A. headguarters for about
an hour but. just before leav-
ing., marched into the Sumrwit
and Cherry Building, up the
three flights of stairs and into
the labby of the W.P A, offlices
where the relief officials could
see them in person and gel o
taste of what is in store for
thewt if Lhe lavoff slips which
they are preparing are given
ot next week.

The Pickets shouted, *'Stop
The Lavoeffz," “Jobs Mot Bat-
Eleships."”  “£30-30 Hours.”
“Lay off the 5200 Men Not the
£60 Men.” "We Want Work Mot
Bullets' and similar militant
slogans. While William B.
Schimuhl, W.P.A. Administrator,
was telling the C.I.O. spokes-
man that he had received no
Instructions for layoffs, the lo-
cal paper was carryving the
|n|‘:w5 that Col. F. C. Harring-
ton had ordered 19.580 workers
removeéd from the Chio W.P.A.
rolis before April 8. The C.1.0.
comnmities told the Adminis.
trator Lhat the CIO0. would
consider calling a 15 minute
stoppage in all Toledo factories
it the W.P.A., went ithrough
wilth the slashes,

Local BHelief Collapses

The pickel line then marched
through the downlown area ito
the Safety Building and visiled
City Manager Edy, since in
addition to the national layvoffs,
the Toledo W.P.A., workers
|face a complete breakdown of
the eity's W.P.A. projects as o
result of the failure of the mu-
inteipality o provide spobnsor
funds for the various projects
now i operabion.

City Manager Edy didn't like
the picket line and complained
that the City is unable o ralse
the pecessary money  with
which to take care of the un-
emplayed. The C.I1.0O. Commil
lee replied thal the Gty regn-
larly pays ol Bundicds of
thousands of dollars in interesl
o bond holders and that it be-
[ Mewved it was of far more im-
portance to provide jobs and
relief to hungry Toledo cilizens
than Lo guarantec dividends to

;| co upon clippers.

Commitlee eporls
The picket line finally
marched back Lo Lacal 12°s
hesdguarters and heard the re-
ports of the Cﬁlii]ﬂluﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ.
Everyone Was 1 aglesment

beginning of a showdown fight
with the municipal. county,
state and Tederal agencles arcd
authorized the Committee 1o

prepare  further action next
week. )

The C.1.O. Commillee was
headed by Louis  Didisse,

W.oEA. Qrganizational Dlree-

thatl this action was merely the |

principal speaker. Tim McCor-
mick, member of the Toledo
CI1.0, Executive Committee,
received a tremendous ovation
when he pledged hils influence
as a hoard member toward
swinging the C.I1,0. into mass
pction if, despite the demon-
strations, the W.P.A. Adminis.
tration gees through with the
layvoffs, . :

The local Slalinists moved

prevent the calling of the dem-
onstration., The Stalinists had
propozed another of its protest
;J"I'.I-E'El:in in an asut-of-the-wiy
indoor hall. For the first time
in over a year, ever zince the
C.I.O. orgapized the W.FP.A.
workers, the Workers Alllance
failed officially (o participate
in o W.F.A. action. However,

Pour F_lln&; Lopped
From W.P.A. Into
War Machine

|| PERIL ALL RELIEF

The House of Rﬁprtﬁuutﬂ*‘.f

Itives has decided that it can

safely sacrifice 100,000 people =

now on W, P.A, in its drive

4 =
Invesfigation of
WPA Planned by
Economy Group'

| to divert all possible funds 9

into the war machine, Fol=

lowing the lead of the “econo-, 8

|my-minded”  group in  the
Touse Appropriations Com-
mittee,  the
whacked $30,000000 from
the President’s request for
enough funds to bring appro-
priations up 1o his estimate
of the “‘safe’” minimum.

are now demanding a rigorous

ership of Woodrum and Taber,

fnabllity to provide jobs,

Congress Manenvers

The maneuvers of the ““econ-
omy ™" group began shortly after
they chiselled the President's
request for 875,000,000 down to

dent reguested that the $150,-

WP A, was grossly wasting

heaven and earth in order to|funds, that no hardships would -

be created by reducing thé

tion” into W.P.A. expendl-
launched under the leadership
of those most bitterly opposed
to W.P.A.

The group then

at the same time, that this was

many militant W A A. rank and
H]E workers joined the picket
ne.

Socialist Appeals sold like
hot cakes throughout the line
of marveh.

:Sil-l)_own Pari of
Newark Prolesl!

(Epecial Le Lhe Seclalist Appes] )

8 “lberal” gesture and that
the facts would probably show
that it was not needed. Prgsi-

dent Roosevelt, who is himself =i

very anxious o cut down on

appropriations for relief in ot

der to divert the funds Into the .-

Representatives -

For those left on W.F.A. the -
same 'economy-minded " group °

“investigation” uwnder the lead- -

£725,000.000. When the Presi-

000,000 be restored, the group. @
countered with charges that

rplls, and that an “lnvestiga- N

tures should be immEdIﬂL{rlﬁ-’-:

“restored”’ j:
£100.000,000 of its slash stating™ -8

bitter opponents to approprimt-. o8
ing funds that would give food 5
and work 0 those who are 3
starving because of industry's

war machine. stated categorl- o4

cally that less than $875.000,000
wiould mMean
W.P.A. rolls by 1.000.000 per-

reduclng  the '

sons within sixty days. with 08

further reductions in June. Hlig s
dld

own estimate. moreover,

not lake into consideration the

B75,000 peaple already certified
as eliglble for relief who would
be denied any further consid-

MEWARK.—The highlight of |eration.
mﬂ ﬁ:}rll .JI d&mngtabmtdgil ;L Vaslt Lav-alis
i the MNew .Jersey ate ead- Immedi
quoarters of W.P.A. (535 the diate rEpE—muaaluns 'D:

Workers Rellef and W.FP.A.
Union was a sit-down by laid-
off W P.A. workers., after a
|committee of the union had
|b|:E:n told that they could not
meetk with anyvone that day.

- The pickets carried signs al-
[tacking all proposed lavoffs on
W.P.A  calling for jobs for
every worker and the diversion
| of all war funds to W.P.A, “We
look for work, we ask for work,
we fighlt for work® was one re-
ply to the Tory argument that
the jobless don't want jobs,

A committee of the workers
was tald thatl they could see no
one that day, although they had
written for an
earller in the week. The reply
of the jobless was io transfer
the picket-line, a little at a
time, to the state affice up-

appointment | {

the tremendous slash were lay-

MNew York City alone 10,800 are
scheduled to go this week to
be followed By 20,000 more the

10,000 in June. That means &
total of more than 40,000 people
in New York City will be de-

ing during the next ninety days.

The drive to economize by
taking funds from the relief
set-up will be directed pri-
marily at those who are sym-
pathetic to Iabor.

According to
the schedule among t.heuﬁt‘st

rated by W.P.A. nofficialz as
“unsatisfaciory.'r

stairs, until the whole picket
lime, men, wamen and ehildren,
had packed the offices.

Action Brings Resolls
Thiz action broughl Torth he
Tresalts requitred. In less than
;B hour State Labor Relations
| Adviser McCormack was ready
lir, and did., meel with the
workers commitiees. He prom-
ised to adjust the handling of
the eases of several score

waorkers - already  dismissed
from the projects, 1o transmit

A drastic  and
overhauling." stated
resentative Woodrum.

Demo-
crat who had

led the fight

W.P.A, If the full amount sers

the care of States and loecall-
ties.""

offs throughout the nation, In -
week of May 1 and a further %9

nied food, clothing, and lodg- 4

to Be fired wil be those who, <
regardless of relief status, that 8
&, their real need, have been -

“"The whole set-up is due for %
Tundamental : -
Rep-.

against appropriations for re- .:

liel awd W.P.A. "We have
never sought . . . lo provide &
for all who are eligible for -4

appropriated there would still o
be approximately a million
certified as eligible for W.P.A,
who would have to rely upon
their own resources or upon: .

tor. Others on the Committee |to Washington the protests of
were Edwin Mayberry, Presi- |[the workers agains all lay-offs
dent of the W.FP.A, Auxiliary. and to arrange another meet-
John Shires, Auxiliary Organ-ling for next Wednesday to dis-
iner, Ed McEeown., Secretary | cuss the pending layoffs.
of the W.P.A. Auxiliary. Tim!| The night before, the union
MoCormick. Business Agent ﬂflexem:liue board had voled fa-
the OQwner Truckdrivers., Nel-'vorably on a motion to send
son Meagley and Ted Selander, |a  “pink-slip”  delegation  to
of Local 18, U.0.P.W.A. |Washington within & month to
W.P A, Division. protest the layoffs in person,
Stalinists Ignored |and to demonstrate that they
This demonstration had been hold Congress and the Presi-
previously epdorsed at an en- dent responsible for the layofls,

£

1.7 iy

Woodrum thus takes it for

allow 1,000,000 human beings to
suffer under

fiable,

sentatives who economize

same men who wvote
for war,

granted that if it is possible to'

the President's 3
program. adding another cou- F
ple of hundreds of thousands to 8
their ranks is perfectly justl- 4

All these senators and repre-
b? 3

cutting relief are exactly the &
billions.

i )




