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| IN THE WORLD OF LABOR
B By Paul G. Stevens
A Wave of Persecutions Hits the

- —

Polish Trotzkyists

On February 14, the Freoch news agency

" "Havas™ carrled the following dispateh over
its wirea from Warsaw: :

“A wide-spresd pollce actlon has been under-

taken aguinst illegal political groups. More

thaon s hundred persons have been arrested

g and forty-seven are still being held. The po-

lice actlon appears to be directed agninst

Trotskylst elements In the maln, In the course

of the ralds, leaflets and proclamutions of the

Fourth Imternational were sélzed in large

quantities.™

This relgan of perscouiion wnleashed against
our Pollgh comrades iz of particular significance
in view of preceding events.
« As reported in these columns, Moscow dis.
solved the Pollah Communist Party last July.
The formal dissolution of this Comintern section
followed the phisical extermination of scores
of Polish leading militants during the Stalinist
purges in Bussis sinece 1936,

Immediately after the dissolution of the CP.F.

o % 'was announced, the Polish Trotskyists issued an

* * appea) for the reconstitution of the Polish Com-

munist Party on the basis of the platform of

" "{he Fourth International. They undertook this

step under the mosl dangerous cirecumsiances,

- The fascist police of Poland was conslantly at

; thelr heels, atded by the Stalinist agents whao
openly dengunced our comrades to them in the
- Press,

Movertheless, the Polish Trolskyists earried
on widespread aetivity with excellent resulis
Bevernl wecks ago they were able to hold a
sucecssful conference at which a whole series
of important documents were adopted. It wos
shortly after this conference that the police,
encouraged by reports from Bialinist stool-pig-
onag, launched the drive reported by “Hovas.™

How bhard the organization has been hit can-
not be said as yet. Reports are too scant. Bul,
although a lerge number of leading comrades
have boen jailed, the Polish seetion of the Fourth
Intornational has alrendy  established & name
{for itaalf n= the enly revolutionary organization
in the country, Its growth can be impeded by
police perseculions, but it cannot be stopped.
Ouwr most heartfelt feelings of solldarity to the
brove illegal Bolshevik fighters in Poland! The
vietorious revolution of the Eastern and Ceniral
European working clnss will avenge the dastard-
Iy murders of their leaders and the stool-pigeon-
ing hetrayal of their militants by the Sialinist
agents!

Revolutionary Socialists of Ceylon Show
Way to Fight Fascism

“Particularly gralifying these days iz the
fact that the oppressed of the colonial countries

# ypfuse to be fooled by either Stalinists or social

democrats in the so-called Mother countries
regarding the line-up of the democracies against
the totalitarian states for the coming war.
Among those most elearly outspolen against
the fraud of the “democratic front” are the
militants of the Ceylon Socialist Party. This
party has been carrying on a persistent struggle

against the Britizsh ban of trade unlonms on the
island, against the pussyfooting of the Ceylon
Mutlonal Congress In its dealings with the
British colonia] office and for democratic rights,

Recently the party held its anoual conference,
st which 530 delegatesa wore present, Among
other resolutions adopted was one on the Munich
“peace” Tt fa in this resclution especially, that
the Ceylon revolutionary soclalists speak out in
a voles which cannmot but arouse the aitention
of the workers misled by Stalinlem and social
reformism In the [mperialist countries, The
resojulion concludes by “proclaiming fo all eolo-
nial peoples and to the international working
class, that in sucersaful eolonlal struggle agalinst
Imperinlism lies not only freedom to colonial
pecples, but also the main attack againat fasciam;
for finance capiial draws its greatest strengilh
from the exploitation of colonlal peoples

Daladier Hits at French Revolutionists
W hile Chamber Talks of " Amnesty"

While the French Chamber of Deputies is pre-
cocupled with debates regarding the granting.of
amnesty to all thoge arrested durlng the general
strike lagt November, the Daladler government,
helped into power by the disastrous Popular
Front, becomes partieularly vielous in its attack
agalnst the revolutionary press.

On February T, comrade Suzanne Charply,
former editor of “Revolution,” the organ of the
Fourth Internationalist youth in Franoe, Was ¢on-
demned to ten months imprisonment and a
2000 frane finge. The charge was that an article
in the paper incited the military to discbedicnce.

On Feb. 13, comrade Loret, editor of La Lutte
Duvriere, the weakly paper of the Intornationalist
Workers Party (P.OL), French Bectlon of the
Fourth International, was heiled into court for
an artiele giving the rovolutionary
position of the PO in the course of the fren-
zied, socinl-palriotic daye of the September crisis
His cate iz yot to be tried.

Dialadier, the hers of the Popuar Front and
the conguaror of the general strike, knows whom
French capitalism bas to fear. All ald te the
French Fourth Tnternationstistsz, under attack
from the capitalst gevernment, in the [ront
ranks of the working class struggle!

Winston Churchill as Guest of
Soviet Ambassador Maisky

On Tuesday, Febiruary 21, that areh-jingo of
British imperialism and carliest of ememies of
the Qeiober revolution, Mr. Winston Churchill,
was an official guest at a dinner given at the
Bovlet Embassy in London by Tvan Malsky,
former White Guard and present ineumbent in
the ambassadorinl position.

Apparently thers was some confusion as to
whether Mr, Churchill had turned left or whether
Mr. Malishy was merely renewing nocgualniances,

A cornmentator in a rather conservative Bril-
ish lahor paper Teassuures his resdeérs with the
following contribution on the subject:

“Churchill’s wvisit to the Russian Embassy
must not be taken as conflrmation that he hos
joined the Communist party. He is regnrdad as
being too far to the Leflt for that yet.

defoatist

On the Line

. . with Bill Morgan

SOCIALIST APPEAL

Stalin Otfers Olive Branch To

Hitler In

Apologizing For ‘Fascist War-Mongers’

. (Continwed from FPage 1) -
Wiy in Stalin's report to an extremely soft and restrained com-
ment on the activities of the Axis powers. But his change In front
is far more drastic than that. In ‘actuslity, he offers an apology
for them and thelr activities.
For the first Hme In years, we hear from the Hps of a Stallnist

| n very eareful explanation of the reason for the “faselst BERTES-

slon.” It is all doe, we now lenrm (rather, the Stallnlsts are in-
structed to learn) to porely imperinlist rivalries between the
“domocracies™ and the Axis powers. These rivalries, wa are fur-
ther enlightened, go back to the unequal distribution of the loot
taken in the last World War (in the case of Italy and Japan) and
to the Inlquitous Treaty of Versallles whith was Imposed opon
Germany. “Germany, which suffersd. severely as o result of the
first Imperialist war and the Versallles Feaoe, jolned with Japan
and Tealy and denmnded extension of her in Enrops and
the return of the colonles which were taken from her by the
victors in the frst Imperlalist war,” Stalin says now.

Democracies Are Now the Aggressors

In other words, the confilcts of the powers have not been
basad upon the noble idealism of the “democrats” on the one slde
nnd the “mggressors™ on the other, but upon such classic imperlal.

ist consldeartions as “n now redivislon of the world.” But was nof |

this lden the sheerest “Trotskylst-Fasclst” heresy up to vesterday?

But Stalln goes stlll further, The real sggressors, the real war-
mongers, he peints ont very elaborately, are actually not such
powers as Germany, but rather . . . the Democracles! Unbelievahle,
yet true. =

How? Very simply. Nohody in Hussian Is thinking of a war
with Germany, it goes without saying. But what's more important,
nobody In Germany except for o few lunatics, s thinking of wno
against the Soviet Union. All the talk wubout Hitler seeking to cone
quer and annex the Ukraios is s0 much nonsense, Who invented
this myth? THE DEMOCREACIES! So says Stalin,

H was the “Democrats” who, according to Stalin, bégun “urg-
ing the Germans to march further East, promising them easy
plckings and prompting them on: ‘Fust yon start o owar agalnsi

 the Bolsheviks and then overything will proceed nloey.! It musi

be admitted that this too looks very much like egglng on, Hice

enoouraging the aggressor.”

Warns of Bargain With Germany

If Stalin means to say anything by this, it can only be thot it
ia the “democracies™ who are tryving to drive the-fasclst powars
into & war!

To make this polnt even clearer and more emphatie, Stalln
points out that the “demoeracies,” the supperters of the “non-
intervention™ poliey have as their alm

“not to prevent, say, Germany from becoming entangled
inte European affairs, from becoming invelved in war with
the Soviet Unton; [but rather] to allow all the belligerents
to sink deeper into the mire of war, to encoornge them
steathily to fellow this line, to allow them to wealken and
cxhaust one another, and then, when they have become
sufficlently weakened, to appear on the scens with fresh
forces, to come out, of course, "in the interests of peace.”
and to dictate their terms to the weakened belligerent
nations."

Stalin is saying to the "Democracies™; Don't think that I in-
tond to pull your chestnuts out of the fire. If you do not string
along with me, T can always make a bargaln with your rival,
Germany.

To Hitler, he says: T am by no means wedded to London, Paris

‘nnd Washington., There is no reason why we should go to war

against ench other until we are both worn out and the “Democ-
raciea” como in and squeeze us both out of the' pleture, Instead of
allowing yoursel! to be egped on against the Soviet Union, let us
get together, so that you can turn your attentlon to retrieving the
colonies “which were talien from her (Germany) by the vietors in
the first imperialist war,”

To his League of Nations allles of yesterday, Btalin offers the
threat of & new turn in foreign policy.

Ta Hitler, Stalin offers a hand at least half-way culstretohed.

Which, boiled down to essentlals, means that Stalin has turned

Eight years ago this month a young student
walked out of a class room in a Connecticut high
school and hiteh-hiked to New York City and
hung around the waterfront for a week trying
to find a ship which would take him around the
workd,

The first three or four days were wasted in
trying to get aboard some liner to apply in per-
san for a job. Then, after sleeping in Battery
Park and talking with friendly workers, a aym-
pathetic staman showed him the ropes. After
pequiring the necessary papers — a “life-boat
ticket,” copy of birth certificate, etc.—the ship-
ping office of a steamsghip line was the next step.
Then, almest before the young man could enteh
his breath, he was signed on for a round the
world telp. The first leg of a long, long journey
fiad begun.

The sudden chenge from & dull, dreary cluss:
reom to an active, exciting and entirely noew
life aboard a ship was hordly noticed by the
youth In hiz anxiety to forget the past and bagin
a mnew life of adventure and assceistion with his
feilow sghipmates, New faces, new lands, new
customs, and above all, new ideas! This was the
life and nothing could ever take itz place,

Class Struggle Unfolds Before His Eyes

That journey arcund the world and the new
friends made and the new ideas acquired changed
the whole life of the yeoung man. The great
class struggle was unfolded before his eyes and
each event was translated to the student by vet-
erans of every land, of ewvery coelor and every
deseription. The older workers were over ready
ta tell and retell endlessly the story of the
working class and its history to the youth, who
ligtened with inereasing interest and curicsity.

Endleas hours of discussions snd gquestions
‘were followed by the reading of every availabla
book, Working hours were spent in observing
intently ocach habit and characteristic of the
workera and planning gueations for the all-night
gab-festa which followed.

Trade unions, socialism, anarchism, raliglon,
syndicalism, and world politics were the sub-
jects with which, for the first time, the youth
found himself at gripa, And the various views
and conflicting theoriea only made the new life
the futwre e and activily of the former school-
hay.

ym conditions of the working class under
Faeclem were vividly and indellbly engraved on
hiz memory after visits to several Ttalinn sen
porta, The small, and seemingly ridiculous begin-
nings of reaction in Germany—Hitler was con-
sidered a foolish and idle threat at the time—
where the shorl-sighted and fat-headsd Social
Democraey was drinking beer under the trees
and the make-believe Soclalism in Vienna were
all examined with conflicting doubt and enthus.
fngm of youth,

{taltan Anti-Fascisis His Teacher

Paris at the time was, for most Americans, a
hivven of refuge agninst the harsh and painfal
problams of n capltalism in the early stagea of
an jneurable discase — unemployment. Butb for
the youth it was no bobemis, no eacaps, IL was
in Paris that first contnet with revolutionary
work and revolutionnry fighters wan established.

Tha vallant Itallan anti-Fascists who earrled on
the strugile apainat Mussoling from Paris garrets
and bagements welcomed the raw recruit and
made possible the desire to participale in the
actlve movement.

The Rossie brothers — since murdercd by
agents of Itallan Fasclam—weére good teachers.
They were Lireless workers and hardened revo-
lutionists, They inslasted, after & pericd of initln-
tion and experience, that the youth return to
Amerlen where comrades were noeded and where
the danger of o knlfe in the back from an unsesn
hand was less likely.

Back to the TEA. and the depression and
the wouth began his search for work. From
steck-boy in a shoe store to bus boy in a cafe-
terin Lo elerk in Wall Street to truek driver for
a department store delivery serviecs, to unem-
ployment and W.P.A. Night school and organiz-
ing loeals of the unemployed followed job affer
job. Street corner moetings, mass-meetings, dis-
teibuting endless bundles of leaflels, picketing
and speaking for the trade unions—in and oui
of wori—all combined with periods of hope and
enthugingm and dizscouragement and fear for the
future,

Learns Need of Revolutionary Party

Onee again, restlessness and the desire to
shake off the feeling of confinement, the youth
set out. This time to meet and talk with the
workers In other parts of America. By hitch-
hiking and riding freight carst he Uavelled
across the cotintry with the jobless vouth who
were in search of work, From New ¥Tork lo New
Mexico, from MNew Orleans to Chicagd he walked
and rede and slept in “jungles” with every kind
of worker from ewvery ssction of the United
States. Odd jobs in gas stations, on wheat fields,
in packing plantz and canneriea provided con-
tact with many aciive workers in the revolu-
tlonary rmovemant.

This trip, above all others, established onees
and for all In the mind of the youth, the frm
bellef In the future of the working class and the
neceasity for a revelutionary party to carry on
and direct the activitiea of the thousande of
workers who were preparing to take up the fight.

Back again to MNew York In time to aszlst in
the bullding of a new party out of the ashes of
the moribund Socialist Party which was bogged
down with petty reformers and lawwyera and
“lady-sympathizers in big hata" And all the
years of experience with reformers and dilet-

tantes, all the years of experience with semi-

sociglists and carseriets, only sharpened the
vouth's ability and experience and made possible
the guick understanding and acceptance of the
need for a revolutlonary parly based on the
program of Lenin and Trotaky.

The jump from a Conneeticut class room and
the dull meaningless ife of casual eontnet with
the outside world to an active worker in the
ranks of the Sociallst Werkers Party is still $o
bé made by many young siudenis and workers.
It {8 a diffieult jump for many but the time is
short and the distance is growing ever wider as
evanta plie upon each other, The coming war and
the declsive show-down between the workers and
the bosses cannot be long postponed. Fasciam is
& ruthiess destroyer of the calm, detached life
A choles must be made and made soon.

-

HEROIC MILITANTS
FACE GREAT 0DDS
IN MADRID STAND

{Continued from Page 1)

olini than would have beon the
cage two weoka ago, it will be
becauwsge the MNatlomal
Councll has c¢leaned house and
showed the world that Loyalisk
Spaln is not Stalinist Bpain*

In other words, the local Social
Dernecrals, running troe to form,
are servilely aolidarizing thom.
gelves with the buichers of the
workers in Madrid. How valn are
their hopes and theie lllustons
Franco will enee more demon-
strate when his leglons tramp into
the doomed capltal

The Spanish Communist Party
has npot utiered a single word
on the developments in Madrid.
Iz lenders, who flad like a bunch
of rats as soon as the generals
took power, have lapeed into com-
plete stlence. They have refused
interviewa 1o the boss preas and
no statements from them have
appeared tn thelr own press here,
the Dally Weorker.

In Spain ilself only a Lew S66.
ond-rank leaders and a host of
unknowns joined in the fight, The
mast prominent remaining Stalin-
iat, Col. Antonio Ortega, took a
demonstratively “neutral” position,
keeplng hia own troops out of
the fight and helping to get the
regt to surrender, according to
PTLES reporis,

Stalin Avolds Spain Comment

In Moscow the Central Cammit-
toe of the Communist Party met
amid much fanfare, Slalin issued
n report on the international situ-
alion without 0 much as mention-
ing the sirect fAghting in Madrid,
After him came Manuilsky of the
Comintern who was similarly sil-
ent on the events in Spain which
are driving straight to the heart
of every working class revolw-
tionist im the world!

Most pitiful of al} i the logal
Daily Waorker. The first day of
the revolt it was completely silent,
O Tuesday it appeared with an
hysterical editorial accusing
“Tory-Trotahyits traitors™ with
being behind the coup and eare-
fully igmoring the fact that every
party in the People’s Front had
already publicly soliderized with
the Miaja junta in Madrid, The
only fact adduced in the article
to bolster up the “Tory-Trolaly-
ite" headline, was a characteriza-
tion of Carillo, the TLGET. repre-
senbative in the Junta and a 3o
cialist Party leader, as “prosTrots-
kyist." But Carillo, they fail to
say, actually was one of the elps-
ezt collaboratora of the Sialinisis
in the UGT., right up te the

coup detat of last Sunday night!

Afrald to Bpeak
For the rest, in dwindling head-

lines, the Daily Workesr confined
itgelf to Unitcd Preas dispatches
Finally by last Saturday it abdi-
cated completely any attempt to
explnin its own position and ae-
companied ‘the United Press dis.
patehes with a “warning” that the
capitalist agencies were “innccur-
alely” using the label “Comemun-

ist" in dealing with the Madrid
avents,

In other words, the local Stal-
inista do not know vet what to
say about the debacle their poli-
cles have led to in Spain. The
militant, heroic stand of the
fighterzs in Madrld smacks too
mueh of resolute struggle o fit
in with the present-day Commu-
nist Party policy of “peaceful col-
laboration™ and sycophantic aniv-
elling before the ecapitalists.

Defenee i
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IN THE DAILY WORKER'S COLUMNS

"The Dally Worker, both in lts news and in its
headlines, seeks constantly to present objective facts."”
=Clarence Hathawny, editor Dally Worker, Feb, 28,
1934,

Feh, 3—“Why Spain Will Never Be Conguercd by Invaders:
Spain Was Cut In Two Just as Now, But It Triumphed.”

Feb, 8—"Negrin Rejects Mediation: Loyalists Te Continue
War Against Invaders, Azana's Policy Rejested by Government
and Cortes. Miaja Calls War Couneil For Defenge,” “Minja, known
as the ‘savior of Madrid,' has nearly 400,000 well-trained froops
under hls command for the defense of such important cities as
Madrid, Valencia, Cariagena and Alicante” “The tales about
Minji feapitulating] are fabricatlons out of the whole cloth,”

Feb. 3—"Madrid Vows Finish Fight On Franco. Central Army
Chief Cites High Marale of Forces. Colone] Begismunde Casado,
Chief of the Central Army, declared today that the Laoyalist with-
drawal from Catalonin had only strengthened the desire of the
Central Army to fight . . . “As Chief of the Army I state that we
are glving a unlque demonstration of eooperation of the military
power with the people without friction.*™
MIATA NAMED CHIEF BY NEGRIN

Feh. 10-="Negrin Names Miasja Supreme Chief: Central Front
Unites For Fesistance. Madrid Hero Given Rank of Gov't, Minis-
ter.” "General Jose Miaja was named Supreme Commander of all
armed forees of the Spanigh government on land, sea and in the
air today on the Central and Southern fronts”

Feh. 11—“Negrin Arrives in Valencia; Call: Army Chiefs to
Map Fight to Finish.” “"Catalonian Army Now In France Ready
to Join Minja at Front™ “General Jose Miaja, Government com-
mander-in-chief, indignantly denied reportz abroad that the Re-
publican General Staff was negotiating with the fascist rebela”

Feb. 13—"Loyallsts Continue Fight_frem Madrid, Government
Fully 3¢t to Battle Until Victory, S8ays Negrin" “The NEWA pApEL
Informaciones told the Madrilenos that ‘the government is in
Madrid, Misja heads the srmy and these are two happy omens.”
A desres was published reaffivming Megrin's appolntment of the
Bl-year-old Misja—the "Savior of Madrld'— as gilpréme Goneralls-
gimo of the Lovalist armics” “Thizs [the central] nrmy g oom-
manded by Colonel Casado, one of the most brilliant officers of
the old Spanish army. . . "

MADRID HAS FORCES TO CARRY ON

Feb. 14—"Negrin Says City Can Withstand Long Siege. Minja
Will Scon Have 500,000 Trained Men to Hold Area.”

Feb, 20—"Franco officials were not even satisflied with British
and French promises of pressure on President Manuel Azana, be-
caige the Madrid government had consdlidated its forees to an
extent where it can earry on In the Central Zone despite maneuv-
org outzide of Spain”

Feb, 27—"Loynlists Remain Flrm for Defense” “. . . all po-
litical leadera of parties in Madrid adhering to the Popular Front
have agreed on the necessity of Inereasing the mctivities of the
Fopuiar Front to meet the more diffieult situation created by the
closer alliances between London and Paris and Burgoes.” "Direct
news from Madrid agnin blasts the renewed stream of now-famil-
inr les about Imminent capitulation. Spain's Popular Front is
tightening its rankts.” (Gannes.)

Mar, 1—"Negrin Girds Forces to Defend Madrid, Army, Press
Determined to Resist.” “Gen. Segismundo Casado, commander of
Madrid, said that the military sitvation ‘is magnificent. Complete
tranguility continues along the fronts, but the situation depends
upen the action of the Cabinet.! AL Valencia, the Communist morn-
ing newspaper, La Verdad, devoted its entire front page to a
resolution passed by the Political Bursauw of the C.F. of Bpain de-
claring that the ‘people’s army can and will continue 1o Aght.' ™

Mar. 8—"A governiment radio broadcast, meanwhile, stated
that the spirit of the troops and population in Loyalist territory is
one of ‘unbreakable resistance,” marked by a powerful “feeling of
unity and determination’ against the fasclst invaders”

MIAJA “TURNS" TRAITOR

Mar. 7—"Army Conspirators Selze Madrid; Miaja Joins Plot;
Flan SBurrender.” “Besteiro, & permanent leader of the eapitulation
elements, was accused in 1936 of belng an agent of the British
Intelligence Serviee! He shares leadership with Colonel Bapismunda
Casado, professional soldier of the same politica) kidney.” “The
present tragedy of Madrid is but the delayed act begun by Franco
and Trotskyite rearguard agents, working under the protection of
Caballero from the very outset of the resistance to fascism in
1836." (Gannes)

Mar, 3—"Misja Turns Bombers on Madrid Troops, People's
Front Forces Combat Traitor Couneil” “Azana has direet linkas
with Miguel San Andres, who is a member of the new dietatorial
council.” "General Jose Minja, Presldent of the new councll, poured
troop reinforcements into the city as the ‘peace’ regime battled to
crugh opposition to its efforta to achieve an armistice with the
faselsts.™

Mar, 8—{Interview with Negrin representative, page 1) T wish
to tell you also thal the report of the resignation of-the Republic.
an government I8 entirely false. They would certalnly not resign
to & rebel head. If the government had decided to give its resigna-
tion it could have given it to the new president of the Republie,
Martinez Barrio. With him Negrin knew himself to be in perfect
accord after the conversations he had had with him several days
previously.” (Moscow dispatch of charges made by foreign cor-
respondents of Izvestin and Pravda, page 2) "Col. Segismundo
Casado and Julian Besteiro, the leaders of the conspiracy againat
the Negrin government, acted in collaboration with former Presi.
dent Manuel Azana and Cortes Prosident Diego Martinez Barrdo.”

Mar. 10-—"Becaus¢ these capitulators [Miajn and Cpl, in a
most difficult hour, were in strategic military posts, they wore
abla to seize deciglve political poaitlons” (Editorial.)

ovier the initiative for the next step in world politics to—Hither!

SPAIN, YESTERDAY AND TODAY --

Muniz I]escrihes-
Role of Loyalist

L p———

(Contintged from Page 1)

The Negrin governtment was com-
pelled to bring Borribar to irial
but it was never complated.

Ancther example ooceurred at
Eilbag, The two commanders of
the famous “iron belt™ of fortifl.
calions around the city went owver
to Franco, who thus knew the
plan of the eity's defénes far
better than the government com-
mand.

During the Zaragoza offensive
a whole zection of the government-
al stafi-—belonging to the Com.
munist Party—went over to Fran-
¢o, That iz how the Belehite cam-
paign was lost after terrific losses
in men and eguipment.

The Posltion of the Army

What happened in the armry was
only a reflection of the general
sltuation in the couniry, of the
relatlonship of forees which ex-
faled between the classes, Without
class base the army could not
exlst ns o stable force. Desplte all
its efforts, the People's Front was
unabie to win the confidence of
the nafional and international
bosrgedizie. Ite army therefore
necedsarily reflected the Inconsis
toney that derived from ita lack
of m social basis, since it was
neithar the army of the capltalists
nor the army of the workers,

The superfority in armaments
of the Franco foreos wiis incontes-
table but the underiying eaunses
for the debaele In Catalonin, like
the ecauszes of all the governmont
defeats in the elwil war, were to
e found in the poliey pursucd by
the People's Fronf,

Tha Army Rogloe

This policy consisted from the
beginning in weakening the con-
quests of the working clase. Mili-
tarily, despile the People's Front
propaganda, this policy led to the
establishment of “diseipline”™ in
the bourgeoiz sense of the term,

=

out providing the seoldiers with or-
ganization or technical enpacities
Imor the solidarity of a bourgeois
army. The concrets rosult was the
monopaly of all eommanding posts
by careerists entirely without mill-
tary ability who maintained “dis-
cipline” over the soldierz only in
order Lo preseérve their own priv-
ileges, The true proletarians whe
had fighting experfence and had
mequired miltary ability remained
simple aoldleras or were relegated
to inferior poats,

The soldlers scon got the feeling
that the famous "People’s Army"
wis organized only fo guarantee
the privileges of the carcerists and
the military caste nnd at the same
time to check and abelish politi-
eal activity in the ronls,

Chaos Resulted

At evory dangerous and deci-
sive moment thia led inevitably to
the flight of the command, or its
desertion to the enemy, panic
among the troops who felt they
had besn betrayed, a chaotic re-
ftreat, heavy losses in equipment—
| alt due more to the incapacity or
deféatism of the commanders than
to the actual advance of the enemy.

To show the characteristic at-
titude of the professionnl militar-
ists, we can cite the case of Gen.
Vicente Rojo, commander at the
beginning of the war, and directly
respongible for the defeats of
Borox, Illiesca, and Getafe, along
with Genersl Puydengolas. The
militia committess judged both
men résponaible for  deliberate
tréagon. They arrested Puydengo-
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HOW LA’S COPS
HELPED FASCISTS
" ATTACK PICKETS

(Continued from FPage 1)

provale o disturbance by tostling
and pushing the demonstrators
and by attempting to rip dewn
banners carried by the plekets.
The workers tried to avoid clashes
with these provoeateurs nntidl the
fascist youth made an effort to
push the piekets off the sdawall.
The demonstrators began to re-
slet this attack and wiere succesd-
ing in guelling the disorder when
police, who had boen standing
close By until this time wHithout
intervenlng, entered the fray,

Black-jack Y. P.5I1. Youthy

They black-Jacked t®o young
members of the Y FPSL, One of
them, 14 years of age, was bonten
unconsclous and the other, aged
18, received a scalp wound, neces-
sitating his removal for medbia
attention, )

The demonstrators neverthelags
held their ground. The palioe
drew baeck, In a few minutes as
the pickets continued their pence-
ful picketing, polce threw tear
gns bomba into thelr renks, fore-
ing them back from the sntronce
of the theater.

Fasclsts Throw Bombs
Zeveral of the bombs were
thrown by fazcist youth and al
the protest meellng before the
Mayor, the pollce were acoused of
having given them to these youth,
Ag soon as the gas drified away,
the entire plebet line reorgunized
amd agaln hegan marehing in
front of the theater. A bottle
thrown from the baleony of the
theater sirnck a woman picket in
the face.

The faszclsts began taunting the
marcehers but this {ime their ef-
forts to. provoke a fght were
quickly a.tupped,

Hecond Barrage

No sooner had the demonstra-
tora  again resisied the fascist
attack against their plcket line
than n second barrage of tear gas
waa flred against them. By this
time the ranks of the police had
swelled to 80 uniformed and plain
clothes pelicemen, several radio
cars, state police cars and motor-
cyeles.

When the pickets made o thicd
effort to resume the demonstra-
tion, tear gaa shells were Ared at
them agaln, this thne enough to
choke the entire area with gas,
Pollcs continued firing tear gas
until the demonsirators wore com-
pelled to relreat,

Hear 5.W.P. Speaker
A large numbera of the plekets
gathered at s vacant lot across the
sireet from the thester to Hlsten
to a speech by Dave Stevens of
the SW.P., whoe polnted out thad
the united front between (he “dem-
ceratic™ police and the fascists
made necegsary the organization
af Workeras Defense Guards,
Many Groapa ¥Froteat
The 3W.EP, YP2L, Awmerican
Fund for Politleal Prisonera and
Refugess, the Amerlean League
for Peace and Democracy, the
North American Commitbes to Aid
Spanish Democracy, the Clvil Lib-
|-E'l‘ti¢it Union, and the Munieipal
League sent roprescntatives o the
Mayor today protesting the police
brutalities nt. the demonstration
last might.
The representative of the Medi-
cal Bureau for Aid te Spanish
Demoeracy brazenly injected a
disruptive note in the protest meet-
Ving by acousing the SW.P. of
{jr:r'tﬂ-inx with the Fasciat vouth in
Inuchlpiing Lo dizrupt the demon-
stration and encourage clashes
with the police, His aslory was
apileed ag o lie by severa]l of the
!dE]E'EEfEB who gave the actunl
facts of the ewvent.

Stalinists Dlsgpusted

The ZW.P. delegate explained
our offerts to enter a united front
with the North Amerlcan Commit-
tee and our conduct in the ploloet
line, Several of the Stalinist ob-
servers oxpresged disgust at the
dishonest facties of tho Medieal
Bureau repregontative,

Mayor Bowron made n short
specch declaring that he was for
civil liberiios but that he was also
for law and order. He sald noth-
ing about stopping future Hiegnl
activity of the police axcopt that
he understood the orgatizations
proegent had the right to pielet,

Build Workers Diofenses Guards

The BW.P, has made clenr its
position on anti-fascist metivity,
Palice support of the fasscist youth
in their attacks on the pleket lines
proves that the only real defense
for the workers againat the fas-
clata iz Workers Defenge Guards,

The Log Anpeles scction of the
SW.P. is directing al] its energy
to carrying out this slegan in
Southern Californin.

laa and shot him. They passed
the same verdict on Rojo, but he
waa able to escape and place him-
aelf under the protection of Lar-
go Caballers in the war ministry.
He emerged to become—Chlef of
the Genera] Staff.

Innumerable other examples like
thizs could be cited to show the
attitude of the professional sol.
diers who remained “faithful” to
the “Ropublic.™
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