== i i

e

=4

1000
New Subscribers

By April 1st!

2 Sh
i

N » Iv
. o 'Ia l&f

Official ﬁrgdﬂ of the Socialist Warkers Party, Section of the Fourth International

it B g =E e .

!

t A

cal

-
Issued Twice Weekly

Gel the Appeal
A2 Your Local.

Newsstand

VOL. III_No. 13

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 1939

- 375

3¢ per copy

New F ight B

—

Mass Sentiment Against War Punctures

“La Follette Group
Backs Amendment

——

Roosevelt Plans to Evade
Nation-wide Vote

SERIOUS FLAWS IN BILL

(Spacial ta the Socialit Appecl)

WASHINGTON, D. C., March 2—The tremendous public sen-

timent against plunging the United States into the rapidly approach-

ing world war managed to break through the iron barrier of Roose-

velt war preparations Feb. 28 in the Senate with a proposed amend-

ment to the Constitution providing for a popular referendum before
war could be declared by Congress.

The new proposal, backed by a group of twelve senators headed

by Seaator La Folletie of Wiscon
gin, i similar to the Ludlow
amendment which was Killed in
the Fouss last year,

The Ludlow amendment as orlg-

inally proposcd declared agaimst|

Congress engaging the United
Qtates In any war without a popu-
tar referendum unless ab atlack
was launched against the malng
land of the couniry.

War Mongers Attacked Bill

Both the Economie Royvalista
and the Stalinists atincked this
proposel viciously., The Economic
Royallsts argued that it would tie
the hands of the government in
carrying out lis foreign policy.
The Stalinists, hoping for o war
allianes between the Stalln govern:
ment and the Roosevelt admini-
stration, argued that it would
commit the government fo “izola-
tion” and in aciual practise pre
wvent it from “actively" engaging
in the "Aght against fascism.”

Az the attack grew in fury
from the war-mongering capital
ist camp and the war-mongering
Stalinist camp, Ludlow aceeded to
amendments to his bill which
greatly reduced any effcctivencs:
it might hove exerted had it
been paesed. The House later kitled
even thiz emasculated version.

Coninins Grave [Defects

The present propesed armend
ment to the constitution contalns
very prave defects, The referen
dum would be ealled when in the
opinion of Congress “a national
crisis” exlsted, but only to decide
on war in Burope or Asia. If the
administration decided that the
war should be started In Latin
America, it could be launched im-
mediately withowt the referendum,
Moreover, wars in these days are
started and sometimes e¢nded with-
out even the formal declaration of
war, much less the declaration
that a “nationml erigis” exiats

Zecondly, and more imporiant,
if Congress wished to make a
formal declarniion of war witkhoul
ealling for a referendum, it could
do so if In s oplnjon any of the
following conditions exisied: (&)
The Unlted States or tla posses
slons had been attacked, (b} The
United Htates or its possessions
ware immediately threatened with
with attack, (¢} Any non-Ameri-
can nation had attacked or was
threatening to attnck any country
in the Weatern Hemisphere.

How It Would Work

Transiated into the langusge
used by the Roosevelt adminisira
tion nt secret conferences and in
gecret war commitments, this
means, for example, that if the
people don't want war and the
mnjority will vote against it, then
Congress, etrictly conforming 1o
the amendment, ean decide that
any nation—Japan, Germany, Italy
or one of the other capitalist ri-
vals such as France or OGreat
Eritaln, *“threatens to  attaek”
Mexleo, Brazil, or Patagonin, or
one of the remote outlying islands
of the United States in the Pacifle
Oeenn.

Already those who are deliber-
ately steering the nation into war
have started their aitack agminst
even fhis mild and imperfest call
for p referepdum. Nelther the
Eoonamic Royalists nor {he Sial-
inists con permit s0 much as the
idex to enter the mind of the pub-
lie that there I8 & war referendam
in the constitution. Inm a public
gtatement today Secretary Hull

T

pttacked the bill viclously, declar-
lng that it would “interfers with
representative government.”

Unionists Sppport Referendum

Support for & referéndum on
war g wideapread througheut the
natien, especlally among militant
unloniats. Even though they roal
ize that & referendum eannot pre-
wvent war, they recognlze the pro-
gregsive sentiment of the people
in demanding such a veferendum
and are exerting every effort to
further any bill which will make
g declaration of war diffioult or
embarrassing (o the Roosevelt ad-
ministration or lead to the expos
ura of its real war aims,

CARIBBEAN NAVAL
MANEUVERS AIM
AT INTERVENTION

Problem is How To
Control South
America

Fleet Problem XX, ar what the
navy will do to enforee US, dom-
ination of South America, was
iast week solved by the Carlbbean
maneuvers. That the theoreiical
war fought somewhere in the
southern Atlantic was mora than
a routine drill is proved by the
participation of Pres. Rooaspvelt
in ite direction as well as by the
unusual seérecy with which the
“pamea” woare surrounded.

As explained by the N.Y. Times
(Feb, 24) the problem was hased
on & presumed large-seale upris
ing In the southern half of the
Amerlean Hemisphere, with sup-
plies of both men and munitions
coming [rom Europe. While the
Panama Cannl and the Atlantic
Coast defensa were of undimin.
ighed importanee, the broader
aspect of tha problem involwved
glving effective military support
to the long-established Monros
doctrine of America for the
Americans.’”

Purposes of Games

The manewvers then had a
double-barreled aim based on one
intent: to preserve Amertca for
Ameriean profitesrs, On the one
hand the objectives of the “games"
were patently directed agalinai a
possible revolutisn in South Amer-
fen. On the other, they were des
gigned to work eut Ameriean
atrategy for a coming war which
may se: corinin of the Bouth
American countries lined up with
pawrers against whom the U5 has
declnred war.

South Amerlen, it has  been
repientedly proved, fgures larger

(Continued on Page 3)
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'AUTO UNION WPA'

gins for War Referendum

DIVISION PERILED

BY STALIN GANG

Stuﬁnﬁh Seek to

Force Jobless
Into W.A.A.

{Epecial fo the Secealtn Appeal)
DETROIT.—The United Auto-
mobile  TWorkers Union  frst

launehed a campalgn to organize |

the W.PA. workers of Michigan
in the enrly months of 193%. Mich-
fgan, at that time, had owver 150
0y workers on the W.P.A, pay-
rolls, The vast bolk of these men
were aulgmoblie workers and
other mass production workers
This camprign constituled one of
the most progrpssive steps of any
CIO. unlon,

The WAW. wis the first impor-
tant Internestional unton that reec-
opnized unemployment as a re
sponeibllity of the labor move-
ment itaell and assumed ite right-
ful obligation tfo organize the
W.P.A., workers in the states
where {t domineted ihe labor
movenment,

The bold stand of the AN
marked o sharp contrpst to the
timidity and confusion of the
C.LO. natlional leadership. The
only advice and leadership the
C1.O. leadership provided to ita
affiliated unions consisted of sev-
eral mimeographed bulletins over
the signature of Balph Hetzel,
Natlional Unemployment Director,
adviging all local unlons to hold
an to its unemployed membership.
How lhis was o be accomplizhed,
Mr. Hetzel did not know,

In effect, the C.LO. policy meant

no organization of the W.P.A.|

workars.
Zet Up Stafl

The Stalinists quickly stepped
inte thia picture of eonfusion
and uncertainty. Through thelr
control of key C.ILO. central labor
bodies, they “lmplemented™ the
natlonal C.1.0O, polley by the prop
oaitlon that all other workers
other than the CI.0. enumerates,
be reguired to joln the Workers
Alllanee. The CLO, central laber
bodles thus turned the W.PA.
and unemployed workers over to

the defunct Workers Alllance. In |
spite of this shot In the arm, the
Workers Alllance organized no

W.EPA, or unemployed workers
during this whaole perfod in the
middle woestern states.

The progressive charpcter of
the aulomobile woerkera program
is obwviouws, For the fAest time,

orgenized lahor stopped mouthing |
plous phrases abowt the wnem-|

ployed. An organization staff was
get up, dues were placed at Sl
per month, proper arrangements
werpe made with the ather Inter-
national unlons In Michigan and
the drlve wae all geared to starct

Wreching Crew In Action

Wera the Stalinlsta going to
wllow the W.PA. workers o ac
tunlly be orgmnized in o union
not under their complete control?
Perish  the thought, sald FEasl
Browder and his Michigan® Heu-
tenant, Bill Gebert. The wrecking
crew ot Into action!

The flrst monkey wranch was
thrown inte the machinery by
George F. Addes, unlon seeretary-
treasurers He sent out a clreular
letter to all local unlons, counter-
manding, in effect, the previous
instructions lssued by the unlon
Pregldent. It was illegal, Addea,
gtated, to charge B0 dues; the
conatitution required that dues be
aet at $1.00: the fact that thie
wiag a W.PA. auxillary and the
men  involved were earning $80
per month meant nothing to
Addes,

Several more weeks of wvans

(Cantinusd on Page 2)
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Manhattan boroughs of New York City, the Appeal finds it neces.
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“*Our lntt;ﬁ_ts”; Must Be Defended!

AN EINTOEIAL

The Supreme Court has ruled that sit-down
sttikes are illegnl,

The Labor Board cannot compel an employer
te re-hira a worker who toek part in such a
strile,

Thizs brutal blow was delivered at the working
clags and the labor movement by Roosavell's
“liberalized” court,

Roogevelt's direct appointees joined the out-
right remctlonaries of the Court in declaring
git-downs illegal.

The Declaration of Independence about which
all “democrats” talk so much, states that we
have the asnallenable rights of Life, Liberty and
the Pursuit of Happiness. ]

Lire, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness
mean absolutely nothing without the RIGHT TO
i A JOB FOR EVERY WORHKER and the RIGHT
TO A DECENT LIVING.

These rights ecome before everything else—
whether the SBupreme Court or anybody elae saya
&0 or not.

The Supreme Court decision means:

The worker does nol have the right te a
decent living, because he has no right to fAght
for one,

The American workers found out that one of
the best and guickest ways of winning their
demands {for hetter conditlons wos the sit-down

not fghting.

living ecomes

And

Court Decision or Not--The Right
To A Decent Living Comes First!

The capltalists, who would lke to see Iaber
reduced to the level of starving serfs, shouted:
Get out of our plants! They belong to us! They
are our private property!

The workers replled; Here we stay untll you
recognlies our unlon, pay us better wages, shorten
our working day.

The workers were saying: Our right to live
ma decent human belngs comes befors your right
to private properiy.

THEY WERE 1M% CORRECT!

Now, tha Buprema Court says: The right fo
private property comes before the right of the
workers 1o live decantly.

It says so0 mow, wheon it thinks labor is asleep,

It didn't dare say a word about it before,
when hundreds of thousands of workers were in
action, gitting-down In the plants of big capital,
and in no mood to be trifled with.

Why was It sllént? Because the Supreme Court,
like itz capitalist masters, fears the power of
ithe organlzed working class in action.

We repent: the right to s job and & decent

capitalist property.

labor will enforce that cight with s
own organlzed strength, whenever it deems it
proper, necesenry and efective—Suprems Couwrt
or no Bupréme Court!

ahend of the sght of private

atriloe. :

BY FELIX MORROW
While the Arab world joyously celebrates and Zlonlsts in and
out of Palestine ery out against hel'.r-a.g.rm,y fact of the matter =
that the Palesting conference in Loadon has bencfited the British
government most of all,

What do the Araba aciually have (o show, (o justify the jubila-
tion in Palestine and the neighboring Arab stales? Upon cloge
aerutiny, apart from whatever private promises were made to ihe
Arab delegnties mnd which as so often before will not be carried out,
the official British text of “sug-gdiréection of Brilain, oand moust
gestlona"” as a basis Tor further | contaln “adéquate safeguards for
discussion provides: | Britieh intevests.” '

1. A “transitlon period” in which The British statement brazenly
Britain would conmtinue to rule| lkens the procedure for working
much oy before. The “many ques out this constitution to “the way"
tions" which Eritain proposes to that the Indian Congtitution was
settle during this period mesn worked out—at a time when all
that this perlod will last as Jong Indin is up in arms againat this
ag PErltish diplomatic ingenuky British-dictated document!
can drag it out. | “The Arab and Jewish represent-

Guards British Interests ‘ntives {o the "round table™ which

2. The Constitution to govern would work out the eonstliution
the “independent Palestine state” would not be elected but would be
which would follow the tranaftion appointed by the British govern-
period will be written under’ the ment, “as in the ease aof the Indian

COURT OUTLAWS SIT-DOWNS |

»

Property Rights

Rooseveltians | and

Take Precedence °

Tories Join Hands

In Striking Brutal Blow At
American Labor Movement

ALL NINE BAN SIT-INS

the past month, the Supreme Con
Street and struck hard at labor
decisions.

PRESIDENT, BUT
HE PLAYS SAFE!

Azana Reveals War
Given Up as Lost
Long Ago

A communique was issued in
Mudrid on Wednesday announcing
that DHego Martinez Barrlo, head
of the Spanfsh Cortes, had "ag-
sufned” the Spanish Presldeney,
bt Barrio, still in France, 4id not
confivm it.

On Tuesday Martinez Barrio
had informed the press that he

U.S. AND RUSSIA
REFUSE TO ACCEPT
SPANISH REFUGEES

Reporting & spesch made by
Georges Bonnet, French For-
elgn Minlster, the N. ¥. Times
on March 2 sald: “United States
was among the countries that
had dectined to admit Spanish
refugees. He sald France had
roquested varlous governments
to make offers to glve aeylam
to certaln numbers of refugees
Great Britaln had declined, bot
had offered Mberal contributlons
to the Hed Cross. Russin
refased also, but had sent -
00 france, a sum Insufficient fo
care for the refugesa now In
France for a slngle day, as they
are costing 7000000 francs =
dﬂr-"

— e
had recelved Manuel Azana's let-
ter reslpning the presldency and
had transmitted it to Premier
Megrin with o reguest to convoke
the Cortes {parlinment) to pass
on the President's resignation,

Martinez Barrio added that at
least 100 deputies are reguired to
pass on the resignation, and that
the last session of the Cortes at
Figuaras on Feh. 1 had assembled
lesa than that number. He indieat-
ed that, with the deputiea oven
more scattered by the collapse of
Cataldnia, it would be impossible
for the government {0 act on the
Prestdent's resignation.

ithe Mationml

Continuing the headlong policy of “business appeasement,” for
which the lead has been given by the Roosevelt administration during

wt last Monday fawned on Wall
in three vicious and reactionary

The decisions were handed down on appeals by the Fanstee}

Metallurgieal Corp., (MNorth Chi-

B AHRI'O NAMEB $cago), the Columblan Enameling
and Stamping Co., {(Terre Hauté),

atd the Sands Manufacturlng Co.,
(Cleveland), from the rullngs of
Labor Relatlons
Board made under provisiona of
the Wagner Act.

The Fansteel case was the mosl
spectacular of the three, inwvolw-
ing as it 4ld the lggality of st
down strikes, During the bitterly
fought Fanstes]l sit-down strike,
which was finally amashed by the
brutal terror of armed police and
company thugs, the Fansteel Corp.
discharged a long jist of militant
workers, The N.L.R.B. investiga-
tlon dizclosed—what was known
o every warker in the Morth Chi-
cago pren—that the Fansteel Corp,
had been guilly of every sort of
eriminal and ilegal “unfalr labor
practice,” It ruled that the ecom-
piny should re-hiré the dischargod
wharlkars.

Boss Legnilty

The company, however, was not
in the least Impregsed with the
MLEEB. ruling. In the oyes of
the bozses, “legalily” iz never
more than a useful tool to serve
thelr purposes, Alded by the po
Hee and overwhelming force, they
had beaten back the workers on
thé batilefield of the class strug:
gle, and they had no intentlon of
giving up their victory at the
request of a namby-pamby  pov-
ernmental board.

They refused to nccept the rul
ing, and turned matters over o
thélr high-power lawyers, confl-
dént of the final outcome In the
aourta since they knaw that the
eguirta, ke tha police, exist for
the purpose of guarding their
property and thelr profits,

The Suprema Court, highesi
deity of capitalist property, did
nol dizappolnt them, As a matter
of fact, all of the Supremas Court
justices slmply took for granted
that sit-down strikea are “illegal”
=this was nssumed by the two
dissenting justices, Black and
Reed; in the same manner as hy

the majority.

“Without Shadow . . *

Chief Justles Hughes, who wrote
the majorily decision, Heked his
chops and put it this way: "Nor
iz It guestioned that the selzure
and retention of respondent’s
property were unlawful. It was a
high-handed procesding without
shactow of legal right.”

The crux of the declston turned,

Barrlo's Past

British Overlords Sole Gainers
In Palestine Conference Plan

round=lnbhle conference,”

The document contains no com-
mitments concerning provisions
for democratic elections of any
legislative body, or even for pro-
partional representation according
to population which would ensure
an Arab majority.

In a word, perfidious Albion has
glven nothing away that can mean
anything to the Avab masses

Arnh Backhwardness

That this document iz received
ao joyously by the Arab phpula-
tion, both in Palestine and the
neighboring Arab states, testifies
to the immature development of
the Arab nationalist movement as
compared, for cxample, to the
Indian struggle for independence,
Wherens the ralers of the native
states in Indin are correctly hated
and despised a8 puppels of Brit-
ish imperialism and receive not

Barrio, head of the Union Re-
publican party, was clogely pssg-
einted with Azana throughout the
life of the Bpanish Republis sines
1831, If anything, he was to the
rlght of Azana, belng the right-
hand man of the notorfous Ale-
jandro Lerroux, head of the Rad-
ical  party, which collaborated
with the fascist Catholie Action
party of Gl Roblea in the govern-
ment and in erushing the workers®
revolt of Cetober, 1084, Barrio did
not brealk with Lerroux until 1805,
when it becams evident that Gil
Raobles had faiied 19 smash the
Inbhor movement, and a seriesa of
financial seandals put an end to
the Radienl party.

Barrio hlmeelf was one of the

1633,

This I8 the “anti-fasciet” pillar
on which the Hpanlsh Republta
now reszis!

Azana’s Letler

not on the polat of the Megaitty
of sit-downs—ahich was thus tak-
en for granted, but di whether,
assuming the illegality of alt-
downs, the company was never-
theless compelled under the Wag-
ner Act and the NLRB's ruling
to relngtate the dscharged eom-
ployees, The Court decided that
it was nof,
Undor the general theory of thia
deciston, therefors, any company
may avold any provislon of the
Wagner Act merely by framing up
any kind of “osalawiul acks”
againgt the workers, from the
all-inclusive “disorderly econduct”
upward,

Wagner Act Stripped
The other two declslons ramowve
the remaining guts from the Wag:
per Act. Inm the Sands case, the

prémicrs during the bisnlo na

—the twoe 1:|In.i:lfIr VEears, 1933-—1935512 ;?Eﬁzir?g, aﬁmgr:rmﬂﬁ
putting down with great eruelty | unlon activifles. The Board roled
an anarchist rising in December, | that the company should reln-
state the workera. Again the Sup
remo Court upheld the ecompany.

In this decision the Court baged
itself upon a denial of ihe Tacts

) discovered and shown by the N.L.
Azana‘s letter of resignation did | BB, and the Inferences drawn by

not limit itself to his own retire-| the Board from these facta., The

the slightest measure of confi-) ment, but constituted a viclows | important point here ls that the,

(Continwed on Page 3)
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