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Spanish Militants Describe

Bolshevik Leninists
Tell of tl]ggity‘s Fall

Escape With Gorkin and Other P.O.U.M.
Leaders: Stalinist Police Left
Them To Be Slaughtered

SAY FIGHT WILL GO ON

Terence Phelan, special correspondent in France of the
“"Socialist Appeal,” met and talked to leaders of the Spanish
Bolshevik-Leninists and the P.O.UM. [Workers' Party of Marx-
ist Unification) whe managed to make a miraculous escape
from Barcelona a few hours before the Fascists entered the
city. Having barely -e-;-:uped the executioners of Franco, these
Spanish militants now face the constant menace of arrest by
the police of Daladier, erstwhile here of the French People's
Front who has recognized France's government.

By TERENCE PHELAN
Specsal do fhe Fociafisf Appeal )

PERPIGNAN (near the Spanish Frontier), Feb. 16—
Deliberately lefr locked up in prison, at the mercy of
Franco's bombers and executioners, and saved only by a
daring escape that reads like the wildest adventure story,
the POUM leadership and part of the leadership of the
Fourth Internationalist Bolshevik-Leninists are temporar-
ily safe in France. They are scattering rapidly for cover be-
fore the police bloodhounds of French capitalism, which
persecutes them as ruchlessly as did the Stalino-bourgeois
government of Spain.

Moving with the greatest caution, this correspondent
of the Socialist Appeal was able to interview Julian Gor-
kin, General Secretary of the POUM, and Casanova, cour-
ageous Bolshevik-Leninist leader who, since the frame-up
arrest of the entire previous leadership of the Spanish sec-

tion of the Fourth International, has direcred the underground work
ol our Spanish organization.

From comrades Casanova and Gorkin, it was possible to de-
termine that among the known saved are: Manuel Fernander Grand-

120 (Mumiz), General Secretary of the Spanish Bolshevik-Leninists;

“Casanova,” lus successor; Juban Gorkin, General Secretary of the
POUM; Juan Andrade, of the PO-#—
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TRAITORS KNIFE SPAIN

ROOSEVELT ASKS

NATIONAL FRONT
— |
Political Ambitions,
War, Call For

Labor Unity |

UNITY FOR WAR|

Im me identieal letter Lo William
Ciyean, president of the American |
Federation of Labar, and John L.
Lewie, head of the Congresg of
Industrial Organizations, Presi-
dent Roozevelt this week called
upon the spokesméen of the wo
lahor ocrganlzations io appoint
repregentatives for o jolnt et
ing to discuss trade union-reunt- |
flemtiomn.

Green announeed almost imime- '
diately that the A.FL. had ac |
cepted  the Roosevelt invitation |
and appointed a committee of
Harry Gates of the Brlcklayers,
Matihow Woll of the FPholo-én-
gravers and Daniel Tebin of the
Teamsters to mest with a aimilar .
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UM Executive Committes; Padro
Bonet, POUM Teade Unlon Sec
retary; "Gironella,” POUM Propa-
ganda Secrelary (already arrested
by the Feneh Police and now in
Senlis prisen): Wilebaldo Solana,
General Seoretary of the POUM
Youih; Juan Farre, Scoretary af
the Leride Provines POUM Op-
ganization: José - Hodes, former
POUM “Governor'” of Levida Prow-
inee: Juan Guer, Secretary of the
Gerann Provinee PFOUM Organ-
ization.

Bolshevik-Leninises
Still Missing

Sl missing, among others, are:
Adolfo Carling, member of the Bol-
shevil - Leninist Excoutive Com-
mittee, ind Luizs Zanon, the young
Bolshevik-Laninisl comrade whe
courageously rovesled how Stalin
fat torfure had heen applied to
obiain & bogus confesston from
him, and was iherewpon taken
hack to worse Loviure.

Within the State Prison in Bar-
celona lay 24 of the POUM 4ead-
ership, condemned to long years
af imprisonment; two leaders of
the Spanish Bolshevik-Leninists,
whose much-postponed trial on a
similar frame-up charge was
scheduled by a historie irony foo
the following day (a week before,
ithe uwnbreakable Bolahevik-Lenin-
izt leader Muniz, because he had
organized a hunger strike ameong
the revolutionary prieoners, had
been removed to the fortress of
Montjuleh): 250 members of the
Internaticnal Erigede arrested on
varlows  prolests; and a  great
mass of convigted faseists, whose
known presence was all that pro-
tected the joll from Bombardment.

On that jast wild night, certain
that the fascists would enter
EBareelonae on the morrow, the
congcientious Prizon Direclor, an
Austrian  Socialist, Vieents de
Wincente, telephored to demand
of BIM—Servielo de Informacion
Militar (Spanish G F. U)— in
official charge of jails, a truek to
transport his anti-faseist prison-
ers fariher north.

“Let Fascists Finish Off
the POUM Bastards”

On the other end of the wire,
the SIM Divector., a Stalinist,
Garces, snarled: “"No trueks for
the POUM leadership: let the
fascisin finish the bastards off”

Vicente was indignant. He had
the sirictest orders that, whom-
ever else he had to let go, he
muat hold on to the POUM
prisoners, He was propared ilo
follow these orders faithfully, but
certainly not to leave his prison-
ers fto be butchered by the
fascials.

He sél out on his own and at
Inst found, at about 2 A. M., A
small open truck, and had It
brought to the prison gate.
Knowing that the fascisl prison-
ers would be released anyway by
the entering troops, he pald no

. attention to thern, but hosteroed

1o turn loose the Imternational
Erigadiers and 1o get his spocial
prize prisoners <ff 1o some jal
farther north.

Buddonly the POUMists realized

thaet the two Bolshevik-Laninizta
wore not with them and demand-
#d that they alss should be trans-
ferred mnorth. Vincente replicd
that another truck was coming in
a few minutes, on which Carlini
and Zanon would be placed to-
gother with other anti-faselsts, It
was later pearned thal almoal bm-
miediately after the flrst truck's
| departure, faselst elements sebed
| the jail.

Andres Nin's Widow

CSaved Ar Last Moment

Perhaps o the general dis-
order, Carlini and Zanon escapad
anyway. This happened in other
prizsons, Commandant Hovia o
tthe Fth Division, POUM leader,
for whom the Staliniste had de
' anded the death penalty a weoesk
before, miracutously managed to
cegcape b fhe general wild yelling
confusion when the fascists open-
ed Lhe Mode]l FPrison, The widow
|-:h:' the murdered Andres MNin, ar-
!!"'I."H-I.Ed ten days before for brave-
|'|1." mmiuulng the issue of the
POUMS illepn] bulletins, esonped
from nothing less that o G, P, U,
petret plson.  When the voung
(x, F. . prizon officers fled that
midnight, an old non-politleal
prison  funetionary, his
logic untouched by the fancler
Sntinizl =lenders, released her
with the words: "You're 8 genu-
inc antl-fascist; and these soldlers
that are coming herg are genuine
fascists; so I think maybe I better
let you out, ch?"

Morthward rumbled the truck
with [tz mixed load of prisoncrs
ard guards. "It was a strange re-
Intlonship on that ride,” said Gor-
kin wilth o tight-lipped smile. “The
puards were armed to the teeth,
and we well knew that If we at-
temped to run for it, they'd shoot
ug down without a tremor. Yel
we waere all jammed up together,
man against man"

Next day this strange load was
deposited In tHe tiny isolated
constal town of Cndagues.

But Franco's troops were roll-
ing inexorably north; it was ob-
vious that the village of Cadagues
would be eut off in a day or ao,
Thelr conscientious jallor again
atarted phoning government head-
quarters in the next town to get a
truck for thelr transport further
north,

Agnin the answer from the 5IM
wag the same: “Leave the bas-
tards to he finished off by the
fnncists.”

Three times Vieenle made a
personal telephone appeal to MNe-
irin himeelf. Megrin's final remark
in hanging up was: “"Forget your
truck, Heep them there. T don't
want even o heéar about the
POUMists"” The situatlon sesrmed
desperate, for Vicente was equally
determined not to free them,

At that moment, on the after
noon of the 3ih, thers marched
up to the Improvised prison, in
defiance of thelr officers, the
Lawalist garrizon of Cadagues,
ledd by a corporal,

“Is it true” their spokesman
asked, "that wour prisoners are
the POUM leadership?™ “Tt is"

{Continesd on Page 3)
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commiitee of the C.I.0O. Laswis,
whao left Mew York for Washing-
ton, refused o eommaent.

Bolstering War Frogram

Although progressives and mili-
tants on both sides of the union
conflict have stood from the be-
ginning against the division and
for re-anification, they regarded
thé FRookeVelt move, lrrespective
of lts outcome, as a step toward
bolstering up the Presldent's
domestic and forelgn policies.

That Roosgevelt is not concerned
with trade union unily because it
will help consolidate labor's fight-
ing stvength, hns betn  démon-
sirafed by him :'E]’hEE‘.tﬂlf. it
pecenily of all by the Tres Moines,
Town, speech of Harry Hophins,
promizing hig busincss an end to
“reform”™ and gn eagor readiness
to serve capitalist interests.

Rogaavelt  is, however, con-
cerned mbove all with two prob-
leme in 2o far as the labor move-
ment §8 concerned:

1. The division in the labor
i field has ndversely affected Roose-
velts political fortunes in several
important ¢ases, as WwWas ahown
in the last elections. Looking
Ltoarerd 180, Roosaevell ia anxiows
o nssure himself of a unlied
| union movement in the expecta-
tion that it whl awing solidly be-
hind his tiehket. The aplit between
the C.1.0. and A.FIL. played havoe
with Roosevell's candidates last
yvear, especislly in Pennsylvania,
Wants Safety In Rear

2. SBimilarly, in hiz plunge to-
wards war, Roosevelt does not
want to run the rigk of endan-
gering  “national  unlty” behind
the war-maching by the existence
of division in labor's ranks. A
aingle, solidly and bureaucratical-
Iy controlled unlon movement, as
the last World War ghowed, i8 an
eszential part of preparing and
conducting tho war,

Progressives, therefore, while
intenaifying their campign for
trade union uniiy on the basia of
guaranteed rights for industrial
unienlam, are on guard agoainst
the Hoosevelt attempt fto corrupt
ithig unity by spubverting it to the
| domestie and foreign  political
| aims of the New Deal gang.
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PRES. AZANA AIDS
DEMOCRACIES TO
SUPPORT FRANCO

Head of People's
Front Quits
Paris

NO TERE" ASKED

Arriving at the logical conclu-
sion of their “mon-intervention”™
policy, the British and French
governments on Monday extend-
ed formal and wnconditional rec-
ogmtion to Franco's fascists as
the legal government of Spain.

Facilitating this step, President
Manuel Azana, who had permit-
ted French Premier Daladier to
quote him fast week as having
declared further struggle was use-
less, left the Spanish Embassy in

FParis to take up residence in an
Alpine resort, leaving the Span-
ish preaidency vacant in fact. Un-
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FDR. SPOKESMAN
GOES DOWN LINE
FOR  BIG FINANCE

Following out the rising trond
which during the past six weehls,
has set in from every guarter of
the Administration, Secretary of |
Commeree Harry Hopkines, in a|
gpeech delivered last Friday all
Des Moines, publicly pledged the
government to go down the line
for big business,

Hopking' speech had been pre-
ceded by a month of careful prep- |
aration. Roosevell’s remark in his
January 4 address to Congress
that S4000600000 to S500,0006 in

(Contlnued on page 4)

Los Angeles SWP
Pickets Nazi Meet

Complete Details of Demonstration
Tell of Militant Action

The following 15 a more detailed acconnt of the ant-Nazi
demonstration led by the Los Angeles branch of the Socialine
Workers Party lasi Wednesday nighe.

(Special to the Socialisr Appeal) ©
LO5 ANGELES, Feb. 23—Five thousand anti-fascists, responding
to the call of the SW.F. and Y.F.5L., militantly demonstrated last
night before Deutches Haus, and forced n hasty adjournment of the
German-Bund meeting celehrating Washington's birthday.
Only a few Nazls were able to break through the picket lne to
make thelr way to the front entrance of the meeting hall, running
#through a curtain of rotten tomas
toez and eggs.

The picket line and demonstrat-

* ARRESTED AT S.W.F.
LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION

HEARST'S HIRED
GANGSTERS SLUG
STRIKERS ~ AGAIN

Iy AL LIEBECHK
(Epecial Fo the Sectalinr Appeal)

CHICAGO—For the sscond time
since the beginning of the Mews-
paper Guilds  strike  apalnst
Hearst's Herald & Examiner and
Ameriean, hired thugs aided by
the police proceeded to smash o
demonstratlon, in front of the
Hearst plant on Saturdey, Febri-
ary 18 .

Bome zix or more Cuildsmen

der the constitulion, his succesaoy
would be Martinez Barrio, presi-
dent of the Cortes who, however,
Iz alse in France.

Lenders Saving Own Hides

Baoth 1nited Press and Associ-
ated Press dispatches quoted Loy-
alist officinls as preparing to com-
plete “the single provizso of the
armistice sald to have hesn
réched Satlurday'—removal from
Central Spain of some 10,000 Pop-
ular Front officiala by French and
English naval vessels,

In sxtending recognition, Prime
Minister Chamberlaln whitewash-
cid Franco's terror agalnst the
worlera by “notlng with satiafae-
tion" Franco's statement “to take
procepding only In cases of those
pgainst whom criminal charges
are Imid.”

The single-mindednesa of the
rullng clmases of France and Eng-
land was shown by the fact that
boih cabinets wvoted unanimovuasly
| for Franco,

They Sought This Goal
For two and a half years the
Angle - French  Impeérialista had
stedred toward thiz goal. Two tre
mendous obsiaclesa had blocked
their path:

1. The resurgence of the French
working class, beginning with the
great revolutionary strike wave of
June-July, 1938, coinclded with
the oulhreak of the civil war In
Apain. The anward - marching
French workers made it lmpos-
aible-for the French capitalist re-
gime to support Franco direetly.

But then the Stalinista and 8Bo-
cinlists came to the ald of the
hourgesiale, joining in a Blum-
Daladler Popular Front govern-
ment and three suceesding Popu-
lar Front cablnets culminating in
the clevation of Daladier to the
premiership by Stalinist and So-
cialist votes, The collaboration be-
tween the “left” bourgecisle and
the Socialista and Stalinista In
the Popular Front enabled caplital-
"ista to break the back of the
workers” movement, That 1s why
II_hu: Popular Front leader, Preme

and sympathizers, two of them ier Daladler, was able to smash
members of the Soclalist Workers the recent general strike, With

Party, were beaten with ruhhnrl'—hE workiers thrown back, the .

hose and lead pipes by the Hearst Anglo-French imperialists could

Stalinists Endanger Jobs
Of 20,000 at Auto Plant

{Special da the Socialing Appeal)

DETROIT, Feb. 23—The firat reverberations of the factlon fight
in the auto workers unlon inzide the plants came to an end today
when Plymouth men returned to their jobs after a one day sirike.
This was & typical case of Stalinist mismanagerment, involving the
jobha of 20000 workers in ihe Plvmouth, Chrysler and Briggs plants,

i ke into th =
aThe dispue boke tao (he openy e o Wecktors, i

i refusal, they declared the plant
::;T_,: .,:',T;.L Efr:‘:;.m;:’:‘ :E-.F:H;:: on #trike, This morning the
MeCartney-Martin faction. H. L. w.-.u:'lmrﬁ_ wilked through a CIO.
Weekler, vice-president of the| PiCKet line 1o return to work.
Chrysler Corporation, pursuing a Blow at C.LO. Prestige
gubile anti-unton polley, Insisted The Arst test of strength in any
on dealing with the shop commit-| plant, the events of the last twao
tees of both factions on an equal| daye at Plymouth are a heavy
footing. Ed Hall, UAW. vice- blow to the prestige of the CILO,
prestdent, and Leo Lamotte, Pres: which represents the great bulk
ident of the Plymouth Local de-|of automobile workers. It ia the
manded that the management ' same kind of injury Plymouth
denl only with the UAW.'s rep | (Cantlnuéed on page 20

fight

iSpacial Fo the Socralig Appeal)

NEW YORK, Feb, 28 —Police
arrested Chris Andrews, a mem-
ber of the Soclallst Workers
Party, for distributing leaflets
at the Madizon Sgoare Garden
rally of the Communist Party
last night.

When Arthur Birch, & hy-
stander, protested thils polles
violation of the constitutional
right to distribute political Ui-
eraturs, pollce arrested him too.

Hearlng for the two defend-
pnts was set for March 11 in
West Side Court. They wers pe-
lensed in costody of thelr law-
VET,

More than 16000 leaflets call
ing on rank and file members
of the Communist Party to joln
the Sociallst Workers Party and
fasclam whth AQOTION
were distributed at the rally,

ors held their ranks fArm until
the Fascist meeting adjourned,
compelling the MNazie to disperse
through the rear and slde on.
trances of the hall and to lenve
under pollce caeort. Beveral of the
uniformed Bund members ware
burt as they attempted to leave
prior to the #me the palice
puards eame to thelr assistance.

S W.P., IMscovers Plang

Although the German-Bund
Rally was called without advines
publicity, the SW.P. discovered
the plang one day prior to the
meclng and immediaiely hg—g‘ﬁn
prepavations for the demonstra-
Lion.

Thousand: of leaflets flooded
the iy, publicity wae obiained jn
all the daily papers, radio news
| burenus announced the demon-
| siration, trade uniens aod unem-
ployed orgnnizations, schools and

(Continosd on Page 2)
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sirikebreakers. One of the strilers
suffered a fractured askull and the
latest reporis from the hospital
are that he la still uneoneclous.

After the arresta of pickets the
strike leaders declded to lead the
demonstrators to Mayor Kelly's
office in the City Hall to protest
againgt his cops’ actlons in alding
with the Hearst hoods. After a 3-
hour walt at Kelly's office, they
decided to leawve for the strike
headguarters where a mass meet-
ing was hald,

At the mass meeting the strile
leaders reported on those injured
and ealled upon a striking Guilds-
man, who waa hit acrose the fore-
head with a evowhbar, to say o few
words, This militant young striker

offered the enly posalble soelution |

for winning the strike. He asked
for the formation of defense
guards to beat down the Hearst
thugs whenever they show their
faces.

- gafely go over o Franco,

2, Within Hpaln, the workers
and peasanta, smashing the fas
elst upriaing and selzing controb
of the principel eiticsa and proy-
inces In July, 1938, took over the
factories and the land, organized
workers' militing, and were the
real power in 8paln, If they con-
tinued on this road, establishing
a revolutlonary government, they
would not only wipe out Franco
but inspire a new revolutionary
wave In Europe.

Stalin's Ald To Chamberlain

How to strangle the Spanish
revolullion was, therefore, the
maln problem confronting Anglo-
French imperiallam. Stalin pro-
vided them with the solution. Ha
did for the imperialista what they
eotild not do for themselves, His
Spanish apparatus secured an un.
haly slliance with the Soclnlist
and Anarchist leaders to persunde

(Continued on Page 2)
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