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SOCIALIST.APPEAL

A VISIT TO GERMANY

Masses Show Their Hatred of

Fascism Despite Hitler's
Reign of Terror

By PAUL FIELDING

[Comrade Panl Fielding and his wife have

iust returned from a teip through Germany. He
gives his impressions in the following article.]

We travelled hundreds of miles through Ger-
many and talked with dozens of peopls, workers,
soldiers, sallora, petty bourgeols and even Nazis.

Tha econclusion s Inescapable: Fasclam, de-
spite ita imposing facade, has not succeeded In
ereating & totalitarian state. And, far from
aecomplishing its goal of complete reglmenta-
tlon, It Iz falling mores conspleucusly ench day.

WORKERS FIND WAY TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES

You only meest a few outspoken critlcs ol
Wazlem: the rlak of talking with a stranger is
too great. But wyou meet many who by infar-
ence and Innuendo and by their actlons show
thelr dissatisfnotion.

And econsidering the extreme penalties for the
most mild dissatisfactlon or expression of dis-
pleasure, this s amazing.

To distribute antl-Fasclst literature may mean
the executioner's block; te partlcipate in an 1l
legal workers' meeting may mean 20 to 40
vears imprisonment. .

Those who witnessed the moat recent Jewlsh

and expressed dissatisfaction were
f:fﬂmmhm from the crowds, and sentenced to
spvern]l months in Dachau concentratlon camp.
" A worker who was heard whistling “The In-
ternational” was put in jall for several wesks.

“ e walked Into a crowded cafe In Dusseldorf
one night, and found a table. Later, six Nazie
came In, and sat opposite us.

When they found we were forelgners and after
asking the inevitable gquestion—"How do you
Hke Clermany?'—they began repeating the
phrases they had memorized from “Der Stuer-
mer” the brownshirt paper, about the Jews and
communists In America,

Bevernl beers Iater, they forgot the awnastikas
on thelr lapels, and confided they dldn't balieva
that baloney either. When someone brought up
the question of our Aryaniam, the others told
him to shut up. A storm treoper stopped at our

* table, and demanded that we glve semething

to the winter rellef fund, They told him to
heat It

“WERE NOT SATISFIED
IN GERMANY"

- “¥ou work with your brains” one of them

told me for some strange reason, “and we work
" with our bhands, but we're both workers. And
weo've got the interests of all the workers of thix
world at heart.”

In & saloon along the waterfront in Hamburg,
wa heard almilar  stories, The bartender
shrugged his shoulders, and said:

Coqall, we're not satisfied in Germany, but I
guesa no one in the world is either.”

The conversation stopped short when a unl-
form wallked in.

" In Stuttgart, a soldier, not then In uniform,
-spenty admitted his opposition to Fasclem, and
dxplained to us how guns shot both ways.

+In n Berlin rallway station, a girl, who woa
4 member of the Labor Front, denounced anti-

Semitiem so openly and loudly we warned her

to lower her voloe.

On the train going through Schleswig-Holstein,
we started a conversation with a sailor who
ridlculed the innumerable uniforma which
abound in Germany today.

wThis ls my uniform,” he sald, polnting to the
clotheas he had on. “It's the uniform of all of
ua who are citizens of the world”

On that same trip, we encountered n cattle
farmer, who laughed at everyone who repeated

what was in the papers about the Jews,
"Thare are o lot of white Jews, too," he said.
These and similnr things we heard and ob-
sarved eoverywhere we went. Desplie slgna In
every public place saying that now every one
says “Heil Hitler" Instend of “"Good Day,” thix
people only salute and say it to those In unl-
form.

Similarly, they only wear Nazi Inalgnia when
,they leave their homea or neighborhood.

OFTEN USE NAZIS
OWN METHODS

Equally important iz the agitation under the
regime. Forced to use whatever methods they
can, the workers utllize Nazl demagogy to im-
prove thelr conditions. Employers are often
presented with a demagogle statement of Gooer-
ing which they have not fulfilled.

The extent to which dissatisfaction has pene-
trated the ranks of the Nazi Party ltself can
be judged from thla leaflet which was clreulated
among the EBErownshirts in Trier, who were
foreed to go from house to house (o collect

“rellef money and scraps of iron and metal for

Croering's four-year plan,

“What have we come to nowadays in the
We are rubblsh collectors and
beggara!” it resds.

“What good has the Third Reich done for
ua? . . . All that we, the Old Guard, get to do
i# o ratile the collection-box and to take poor
people's pennles out of their pocketa”

That Hitler can no longer fully depend upon
ihe Brownshirts or the Black Corpa is evident
in the formation of a speclal “inner guard,”
composed of the most trusted elenisnts of both
groups, under Heinrich Himmler, chief of the

- Gestapo,

DAY OF RECKONING
1§ UNPOSTPONABLE

After Munich, the report elvewlated that Brit.
igh secret service Informed Chamberlain before
the Berchbeagnden conference that Goerlng and
_the Relchawehr pgeneral sialf advised Hitler
agninst gpolng Lo war, becaunse the soldiers could
fot be counted upon.

The new atate buildings, the bannera, the
bands, unlformes and parsdes, the diplomatle
victories of Hitler make German Fasclam super-
flelally formidable.

Eut Mazlam ean ne more postpons the day
of reckoning than cpn the rest of the eapltallst
world, And all things reveal that the wvietory
of the working cimss ia not as far off as the
prophets of gloom have predicted,

L London, Dec. 30,

MUNIZ FACES HIS
GPU_INQUISITORS
AS TRIAL NEARS

(Continued from page 1)

accusations and “confessionas”
Miuiniz gave an demonstration how
A real Tr-nlnk;.ri'ht miltant con-
duets himaelf before the claas
CIEmy.

Froudly Admilts Connectlons

Hitler Strikes Blow At 4th International

Spanish Bolsheviks Call/German Trotskyites Given
For Aid to Comrade Muniz

Following are excerpls from a lelter from the Belshevik-
Leninist organization in Spain, ferwarded by the Secretariat of the

Fourth Imternational, concerning

with dth Internatlonal

Muniz proudly and boldly told |
hia inguisitora thet he "conslders
himsalf the princlpal comrads ré-
sponslble for the actlvity in Spain
of the Bolshevik Leninlsts, see-
tlon of the Fourth Internatlonal,
from which he recelved directives
for work: that the work of this
erganization was directed by him-
self as seoretary geoeral, - by
Adolfo Carlind and Hislso, leading
members,”

At the trial, therefore, BMuniz
will stand Ia the prisoner’s doek
a3 the proud and militant repre-
sentatlve of the Fourth Interna-
tlonal, openly avowing the pro-
gram of his erganization for rev-
olutionary struggle In Spaln
ajrainat Fasclam, )

3. P. . Cnas Punctured

The indioiment makes the false
and stupld charge that the Fourth
International inatruected Muniz to
“use terrorist tactics, to stage in-
dividunl attacks and provoke
armed strikes,” This plece of
forgery ls usad to bolater the
charge that Muniz and Carlini
murdered the missing Capt. Nar-
viteh. The one witness, ZSanon,
who originally claimed to have
been present at the murder, has
publiely retracted his statemants,
thus puncturlng the entire G
CR3E,

In the preliminary Investiga-
tion Muniz patlently explained Lo
his inguisitors the revolutionary
Marxist attitude agninst individu-
al terrorism and outlined to them
the Bolshevik-Leninlst program
which repudiates such tactica as
futile and Injurlous to the work-
oTs' CAUBR,

In the whole dosaler of doou-
ments produced by the prosecu-
tion there is not a single positive,
gonerete plece of evidence agalnst
gither Munlz or Carlini, both of
whom heve open and shub ovi-
dence of thelr whereabouts at the
time of the supposed murder.

Free Munle and Carlini!

Thiz frame-up will collnpse
just like the frame-up against
the leaders of the P.OJUM. in
Movember, when the charge of
ssplonage against Min {murdered
by the Stalinista), Andrade and
the otheras collapaed in the midst
af their irial

Demand the Immediate libera-
tion of Muniz and Carlini! De-
mand an open trial—which has
been promised—and the right of
foreign workers' orgnnizations to
be represented. Send wirea and’
regglutiona of proteat o your
local Spanish consulates and to
Premier Megrin st Barcelonn,

‘SUPREME TEST
FACES BARCELONA

| (Continued from page 1)
gince July, 1936, and to no effect

Becking to curry favor with
England and France, the Loyal-
fst gevernment has ruthlessly
erushed the inltlative of the
Spanish workers mnd peasants,
The factories which they selzed
in July, 1538, have been wrested
from them and returned to the
status of private property, llke-
wizge armed forees have been em-
ployed Lo curb peasant moves
ments—notably in Catalonia and
Aragon == for  collectivizing the
lancd,

To enforce this counter-revein-
tionary poliey, the workers' mill-
tims which originally sprang up
to smash the fracisis were “re-
argnnized” and the old milltery

open  warfare,

Crenaral

the fortheoming trial of Muniz

and Carlini, originally set for December, but mow appaventdy put

off to an indefinite date:

“It s ecartain that the Stallnists are golng te carry on o calumnay
campalgn agalnst the sccussd, against the Bolshevk-Leninist group

of Spain, and throogh It agalost the Fourth Imtermational. . . .

Staging this trial s more difMicult for the G.P.U. In Barcelona than
at Mogcow. Here it Involves not human wrecks redoced to Impo-
tenca but eminent representatives of the Fourth International who

will profit from the puble tria]

ta dovelop before the court the

international program of the Bolshevlk Leninists.

"The justlee of Stalin Negrin & Co. will have to deal with teated
militants, temperad in the fres of the clvil war agnlnat faselam

and In the struggle at the fronmt

and In the rear agalnst Stallnlst

reprossion. We can have full confidence in the moral strength of
the sccused In the face of the hostlle court and the pogrom oam-

palgn in the preas,

It la obvious that this s the same hand that organizsd the
bloody repression after May, 1837, at Barcelona, which carried out
the assasslnation of Erwln Wolf, of Moulin (a leader of the Spanish

Fourth Intornstionsllsts—Ed.), of Nin and Landsuw:

who chtisod

the deaths of Leon Sedov and Huodelph MHlement—this is the same
hand that s organizing the trial of Muniz-Carlinl. It may perhnps
ba the same hand in the most literal sense. Its mark is presant.
Faorgeries are fabricated, false declarations are extorted, statements
ngalnst comrades and against the International vrganisation are

dictated in order to charge them

with crimes comcelved of only In

the heads of the G.P.U. provocateurs.

*The Bolshevik-Leninist group of Spaln has been dealt terrible
blows and Its weakness hampers it In organizing & broad campalgn
here. Some of ita members, ke Faoconnet, Antonloe Vidal . , . and
others have been killed at the front. Cid fell during ths Barcelons
days at the barricades; Moulin and Wolf weore amsassinated by the

Bialinlsts, . .

*But despite the difficulties the Bolshovik-Leninists of Spain
have Intervened and are intervening to spread the slogans of the

brternational organization among all the workers' organkstions. | Walter Hoffmann: 2 years and

“Coma to the ald of Muounlz and Carlini? . . "

Severe Prison Sentences

Hitler Strikes at Revolutionists Who Have
Been Slandered by G.P.U. as
“"Gestapo Agents”

Detally of brutal ssntences
meted out to German working
class militants who were mem-
bera of the Trotskylat organiza-
tlom, have just been received In
Mew York frem comrades stlll
condueting revolutionary weork I1-
legally under the Hitler rogime,

The trial againat our Moagde-
burg and BEerlin comradea took
placsy on MNovember 25 to 27 Im
Magdeburg, under the jurladic-
tlon of the Fifth Punitlve Sonate
af the Berlin Court Chamber,
Among those who were sentenced
to imprisonment in penitentiaries
for thelr revolutionary activity
are the followlng:

Kurt Moak: 3 years and @
montha imprisonment and 5 yeara
loss ofs elvil rights,

vears loas of eivil rlghta,
Other Santances

Bupplementary sentences mebed
out to our comrades In the trial
before the People's Court in Ber-
lin in the middle of Oetober, 1837:

Alfred Bergor: 12 years Impris-
onment and 12 yvears loas of elvil
rlghta,

Weorner Mueller: T years, Im-
prisonment and T years loas of
alvil rlghts.

A number of other =entences
impoged in the szame trial are not
vat avaflabla o us,

Answers Stalinilst Skander

The savage persecition and im-
prizonment of our comreades by
the beasts of Hitler glves the lie

once more to the abominabla
alander disseminated against our

Alfred Schirmer: 3 years and | povemesnt and Its militants by

& months imprisonment and &
yaara loas of civil rightsa.

Alfred Rakalejnlk: 3 years and
2 months imprisonment and §
yoars losa of civil rights.

Hilde DBerger: I years and @
months Imprisonment and § years
loas of olvil righta,

Hilde Herz: 2 wyears and 6
months impriseonment and 5 vears
losa of clvil rights,

8 months Imprisonment and 5

bureauoracy and carefully seleet-
ed bourgecla and Stalinist officers
were given complete command of
the armed struggle.
The Result

The result has been a serles of
disastrouns military deafents and
outrlght hetrayals.
poriod when the Loyalist navy
was -atill superior to France's, It
was bottled up in Cartagenn har-
bor because England and France
fonred that naval activity might
drive Hitler and Mussolini to

was enabled to tranaport troops
fromn Morecco at will. Melaga
waa betrayved to the fasclata by
the ftreacherous high -:-.qmmu:nd.
The oanly front whers succoesses
geeurred,  the POUM-CNT.
manned Aragon front, was delib-
erptely deprived of arma until the
CNT. capitulated politically. The
Basque “democratic” bourgeoisie,
left i eomplete control in the
Novth, surrendered withoul a
glege, one after another, Bllbao,

Gijon, Santander, until the entire

north was in fascist hands, After
a murderous purge of the Aragon
front, executing revolutionarles
and imprisoning thousands of
OM.T, aoldiers, that front was
turned over to the Blalinist ally,
Bebastian Pozas — who
promptly opened the front to the
Franco forres during their offen-
sive lnst Spring.

Mot military wictory, but the
“ambrace of Vergara"—iromcher-
ous concillatlon between the con-
tending ruling camps—remains
the main danger to anti-fascist
Spaln. OGrooved o the Angle-
French policy of “appeasement,”
the much-touched “13 polnt” pro-
gram of the government, based
on the thesis that Spain Is fight-
Ing not a elvil war but a war be
twaen “Spain” and invaders, ia at
bottom of perspective of coneilin-
tlon with the maln elementa In

CFarneo's riling oireles. The Ne-

grin governmental forces are pre-
pared to join with the Franeo
forees in a military dietatorship,
whose firat task of consolidation
would he extermiBation of the
intranalgent workers and peas-
ants.

During the |.

Thereby Franoo

Jewish Leader Condemns

Roosevelt’s Refugee Plan

A gharp eritielem of Rooaevall's
propoaal 1o Mussolini to sand
Jewizsh refugscs to Ethiopla was
voleed on Monday at a meeting
af the adminisirative commities
of the World Jewish Congreas In
Paris.

Do, Mahum Goldmann, chatr-
man of the commitles, criticized
“stupld solutions like the coloniz-
ing af Abyssinla, slnce no Jew
would be foollsh enough to lnvest
hizs capital in a country where
tomorrow he would be at the
mercy of conflacation measures
by Mpssoling,"

“I do not think I was as muech
hurt by Hitler's mensures as hy
the attitude of the Washington
Forelgn Ofice and those of other

democratic countrles that our sit-
untion was one calling only for
philanthropy. We want equality,
riot treatment as second or third-
clnss citizens,”

Goldmann’s dealaration was the
first plain speaking by & Jewish
gpokeaman on Roosevell's hypo-
critical proposal,

Democracties Fejeet Open Doaor

Discusaions by George Rublee
of the Intergovernmental Com-
miltbes for Refugees with Hitler's

deputics dragged out this week, |

with no indieation that a serious
plan  for evacuating refugees
would gventuabe,

Hitler's banditry s being em-
ployed asz an alibl by the “great
democracles” for thelr refusal to
open their doors to the wvietimas
af Mozl terror in Germany and
anti-Semitic regilmes In Czechoslo-
vakia, Rumania, Hungary, Po-
land. If immigration restrictions
were lmmediately lifted, quite
apart from any negotiations with
Hitler, funds could ecasily be
made avallahle for immedintely
transporting conslderable num-
bers of those now living in terror
of physical extermination,

With cheap demagogy, Secre-

firy of the Interior Iekes defiv-|
oré ringing speeches for opening

the doorz for Jewa . . . In Pales-
tine—but nelther he nor  any
other Ameriean governmeninl

fAgure proposes to open the doora
in America.
Decelve Refugees

Pathetle stories accumulate of
the eruel deceptions  practiced
wpon  desperate  refugees. Fat
fees for visas are collected from
thom by Latlo-Amerlean consu-
lates in Buropean citles, and then
the wisps are revoked, without
any rofund of fees. Three hun-
dred refupess, for example, hav-
Ing pald through the nose for
visas st Paraguayan consulates,
were confranted en route at Mon-
tevides, Truguay, this week, wilh
ithe news that the Paraguayan
government had cancelled their
visas, An additional 700 refugees
in like plight were en rouls from
Germany. Another group of ref-
ugess, on thelr way to the Domin-
jenn  Republie, diseovered wupon
landing In MNew York that that
country had juat amended its im-
migration laws Lo reguire a flat
fee of 5500 uwpon landing there

Even more adamant against the
refugees than the “great domoe-
raciea” i3 the government of
Stalin. Literally not a single wvie-
tim of the Nazl terror fods hig

way inte the Boviet Unlon. As
for the onee-boasted “Jewlsh
home” of Birc-Bidjan, it has just
passed the tenth anniveraary of
its foundatlon with no pretense
of commemorating the event, for
the good and suificient reason
that It has collapged completely.

Revolitionists Demand Opan Door

The plight of the refugees ls
degperate, indeed. Nothing less
than wvietarious socialist revolu-
tlon in & major country, unleazh-
ing the consequent smashing of
fascism and revolutionary vie-

toriea in other countries, can

the kept presa of Stalinlam, The
above Iz only & partisl list of the
German Trotakyist Aghtera who
have besn thrown inte  conoen-
tration campas or fried mand im-
prisoned by the Nazl gangsters.

Dasplte the calumniea of the
Htalinlets, deaplite the persescu-
tlons, despits the enormous Q1T-
cultlea of continuing the work of
revolutionary organization in Hit-
lerite  Germany, our comrades
have stuck fenaclously and hero-
leally to thelr task and will con-
tinue Lo do 8o,

Our warmest :m-l:ﬂnmu to the
fearless fighters of the Fourth In-
tarnational! Let us not forget
for a moment their cause amd
their needa.

HOPE FOR BEAL
RELEASE MOUNTS

Hope for the early release from
prison of Frid E. Beal was ex-
preased by  the Eeal Defense
Committes upon the return from
Morth Carelina of the sommittess
attorney, Louls Waldman, who
announced that a formal applica-
tion for a pardon will bhe filed
soon  with Governor Clyde R,

Hoey.

Beal, lender of the famous Gas-
tonla textile strike of 1928, i now
aarving a 17 to 20 yeara” prison
term  in  North Carolinn, on
framed-up charges arlsing oul of
the death of & police offleer fol-
lowing an attack on wnion head-
guarters which was calculated to
break the strike, Although Beal
was nol charged with doing the
shooting, he was held as techni-
cally responsible, and convieted
by a jury inflamed by the rFed-
balting, paytriotic rhetoric of the
proscoutor,

The Beal cane whs complicated
by the fact that the Hialinist
party and lta defense organiza-
tion deliberately deserted him be-
cause, after his return from the
Boviet Unlon, he wrote o bookl
eritlelzing the Stalinist regime.
Numerous labor and lberal lead-
era, however, joined to work for
his early releaze after he had
wolunierily surrendered to the
North Carclina authorities.

solve the plight of the refugeds,
Meanwhile, however, asylum must
be found for as many as poasible,
But it 18 not aceidental that it 1s
mainly the revolutionlata in every
democratic country who Bave ind-
tiated and who presa the demand
for apening the doora to the refu-

gees,

(Continued from Page 1)

Parts plants organization ?
Zoerg! Mo drive has ever been
attempted, Everyboedy in the In-
ternational office was too busy
playing shoestring polities,

Status of General Motors, the
largest mnd most Important sec-
tor of the union? Worse contract
than at the time of the Milwau-
kea conventlon, a shameful “dis-
ciplinney” lietter unanimously
slgned and submitted to the Gen-
cral Motora corpormtion by ALL
members of the International Ex-
ceutive Board: present negotla-
tions completely bogged down
with absolutely no reported prog-
reag ofter iwo months of meet-
Ings with the management,

Internal Reglme

Internal administration of the
union? Growing more dictatorial
every day with rank and flle con
stantly edgped out from all impor-
tant decisions. Ewery regional di-
rector, barring none, s deaplsed
in his own locality., Mol one of
them can polnt to any real pro-
gresa achleved in hiz own locall-

CONVENTION CALL

ty, although every one of them is
liberally supplied with funds and
POESPREES wide digeretlonary
pOWEerE.

Sueh s the record of the Inter-
national Executive Board's and
the Internationsl officers” stew-
ardship of the unlon. What are
thete men golng to tell the mem-
hership at the coming conven-
tion? How are thay golng to ex-
plain  thelr opportuniam, their
slupidity, their suplnenssa, thelr
treachery ?

Union I8 Chisf Concern

The automobile workers nre
not Interested in promoting the
career of thiz or that Individual
or this or that clique. They are
interested in the union aa the
fighting arm of the automobile
workers, They are intereasted in
gecuring Improved conditions for
the men in the shops and pro-
teeting the economic welfare of
the union membership. To ae-
complish these alms auvccesafully
requires a carefully thoughtout
and carefully prepared program

ED AS U.A.W. FIGHT FLARES

the courage to go oul and make
guch a program work.

There is nothing now or mys.
terions About such n program,
Far months, leading progroessives
and milltants In the AW, have
fought for such o program of
actlon. They demanded the im-
mediate launching of o eampalign
to establish & cloped shop con-
tract for the G. M. plants and
the eatabllehment of # 3-hour
week with no reduction in pay
to bring back inte the shops the
thousands of unemployed auto-
mobile workers, They demardad
that the eonvention Instructions
really be obeyed and that genuine
campaigns ba launched to orga-
nlze the workers of the Ford
Motor Company and the parls
plants, Everybody agress in
words that this 1s the right pro-
gram but the buresucrats don't
do anything about 1t. They don't
mean what they say.

- What to Be IDone
The automobile workers have

of actlom and the boldness and got to turn thumbs down on fake

leaders whother of the Pelper-
Hauser type of job-holdera, or the
Maortimer-Stalinist type of burean-
ecrats, who for ong snd o half
years have wagled away the
money of the International, who
have given G M, disciplinary
powers to fire all miliiant shop
leadera, who have beamirched the
militant traditions of the TAW.
and have dragged Its name in the
mud in the ecourse of a rotlen
factionml fght aogd whoe have
placed the AW, where It i3
today—squatrely on the defensive
before the cnslnughta of the auts-
mobile corporations.

The progressives have got to
prepare for the coming conven-
tion by the building of a leader-
ship which will mean what It
gays, which will give the Internn-
tienal back to itz members and
introduce again & regime based
upon autonomy, democrncy and
rank and file contral.

The progressives . have got o
stand square for an unconditional

facturers and begin negotiations
with General Motors inm the ald
style, by banging the fat on the
table and telling the management
that the militant FTEEFEB-BWE AL~
tomobile workers are prépared to
back up the demands of s com-
mlttees,
Program or Action

The progressives have got to
demand the repudiation of the
cowardly “disciplinary™ letter 171
the hands of G.M. and then really
launeh whirlwind drives (o orga-
npize the Ford workers, the work-
era in  the competitive parta
plants and the thousands who
are now forced 1o work om the
w.PLA.

Only In this way will the au-
tomobile workers be able to Mt
the unlon out of the rut In which
it now llea. Only in this way will
the TLAY. take the next big
step to create the Aghting union
that will prepare for the big bat-
tles nhead and secure the neces-
sary improvements in the shop

repudintion of the rotien Kow-

conditlonas of the automoblle

towing polley towards the manu-workers.

TWO LABOR PRISONERS --
TWO LABOR LEADERS

Mooney's Present Conduct
Brings to Mind What -
Debs Stood For

By MAX SHACHTMAN

————

A thrill of exultation is felt upon reading
reports of the magnificent and enthusiastic

demonstrations organized by California’s wock-

ers to greet Tom Mooney. How imposing and
invincible the proletariat looks, and is, when
its batallions assemble! How easily
sweep aside like pebbles all the obstacles in its
path if it were conscious of its tremendous
power and its historic goal!

Almost exactly 43 years ago, the workers
poured into the streets of Chicago to welcome
from prison another great labor martyr who
preceded Tom Mooney.

Yet there is a difference between the two
great labor leaders, Tom Mooney and Eugene
V. Debs, a difference we record with r:gr:tst

When Debs, leader of the American Railway
Union, went into Woodstock prison, he was a
Democrat, a follower of William Jennings
Bryan. When Mooney, equally a militant trade
union leader, entered prison, he was a socialist,
who only five years earlier had accompanied
Debs around the country in the famous “Red
Special” of the 1912 presidential campaign.

When Debs came out of Woodstock, he
proclaimed himself a convinced socialist. Two
and a half years later, on June 21, 1897, he
and his comrades organized what was to be-
come the first important independent working
class party in the United States, the Social
Democratic Party. "The Chicago jail sea-
tences,” he wrote several years afterward, “were
followed by six months at Woodstock and it
was here that socialism gradually laid hold of
me in its own irresistible fashion.”

And Tom Mooney? The reports from Cali-
fornia say—one rubs his eyes in stunned dis-
belief !~——that one of Mooney's first acts wpon
reaching 3an Francisco war fe regisler af a
member of the Democratic party.

It 15 "high time,” wrote Debs while still in
Woodstock, “that allegiagge to  parties who
make laws for the protection of capitalists and
the subjugation of labor should be abandoned
and that men should be found to enact and
administer laws for the equal protection of
labor which creates the capitzl and carries for-
ward all the industries of the world.”

Forty-three years later, when this declaration
15 trebly true, Mooney takes his place in the
ranks of one of these capitalist parties. It is
a tragic step backward for the old militant, but
no class-conscious worker will follow him in
tabing it.

Doesn’t Tom Mooney know that the reason
why American labor failed for more than 20
years to force his release from prison was that
it did not act as an independent clars force,
was because it was tied hand and foot, because
it was mentally subjugated to the two capitalist
parties?

Doesn't he remember what was written in
~the famous pamphlet published by his Defense

Committee in 1931, “Labor Leaders Betray
Tom Mooney,” in which the labor lieutenants
of capitalism were so thoroughly exposed and
excoriated for their cynical knavishness and
treachery? Mooney endorsed the pamphlet
which said: "The Mooney-Billings case has
always been and must always be, a vital part
of the geperal struggle between the workers
and the employers, Mooney was saved from the
hangman's noose only through the mass pro-
tests and pressure of the workers of Russia
and the rest of the world.” Does Mooney now
think that the “general struggle between the
workers and the employers” can be promoted
under the auspices of the party of Roosevelt,
Farley, Hague, Garner, Cotton Ed Smith and
their ilk?

Seven years ago, Mooney approved the state-
ment that: "The underlying principles back of
the real causes of hard times and unemployment
must be carried to the people, and the hypo-
critical palavering and meaningless platitudes
of subsidized capitalist apologists—the labor
leaders—amust be exposed. Liberals must be-
come radicals and radicals must grow revolu-
tionary as capitalism develops to its climax,
Fducation and organization of the workers
must proceed continuously, relentlessly and
without fail until the collapse of capitalism
gives the signal for the final forward march
of the new social order.”

“Our struggle for freedom,” he rcn'unded
Billings in a letter of January 5, 1931, is in-
extricably bound up with the whole question
of the future of the American workers."

That was true then, and it remains true.
The future of the American workers is nof
bound up with the Democratic party. Its fu-
wre, if it is to mean a movement forward, is
bound up with its Declaration of In.dtl:.'mdm
from the parties of American eapitalism. Its
future can be safeguarded only if it takes the
road marked out by Eugene Debs 40 years ago,
by all class-conscious workers before and since
_and not the road now taken by Mooney. Its
future lies in the formation of an independent
political party—of, for and by the working
class, with a fighting working class program.

it could .

Max Shachtman
Editor, SOCIALIST APPEAL
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. ADDED ATTRACTION-THE GREAT FILM
"FROM TSAR TO LEMNIN"

Tickets Avallable at Labor Book Shop

28 East 12th St—Subscription: 40 Cents

Plaza Hall

Irvin
lrving & I5th Street

Friday, Jan. 20, 8 P.M.




