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"LARBDH WITH A WHITE SEIN
CAaNNOT EJ.I.*.HC:IPJLT'I." ITRELF
\'i-’HiII:HII. MH{}H Dl-l.l'. A BLACEK

Th 2y
Negrﬁ St uggle

By AL BERT PFPARKER
The Struggle Against Jim Crow

Twa af the most impociagnl guestlons Meing
the mazses of Mogroes woday ave (1) winning cqual
rights in ithe armed lorees of Lhe nation, whers
they are being Jim Crewed by the government,
and {2} petting jobs in the rapidly e:-.rmu-:iim;
way industries, from which they have been gen-
erally excluded by the bhosses,

The first is as imporiant as the scgomd, if
unil_]." beeasze what i involved here % govern-
mental endorsement of the principles of Jim Crow-
fear, which ean then be pointed 1o by Lhe advo-
cates of “white suprempey™ as a pattern for ull
spheres of American life. But in an immediate
genso, the second is more important in that today
ihis guestion i3 agitating morve of the MNegro
peaple.

And after all, look at what is going om The
whole ecomomy of the nation i3 being shilted to
an war boasis. Production of all the great and
iumm'l_aui fndvstries |2 being. reorganized and ex-
panded. The factories and machinery which the
posses kepl idle for over Len vears when people
were starving are now being opened and put Lo
use Lo preduce the fnstruments of war. The bosses
and their corporations are rolling in profits, The
cost of living is going up for everyone, ot so
far mest of the unions have managed (o boost

_“-‘ wages along aceordingly. so thet Lhe standa sk of

living of many of il white workers is no worse
UJE.I'I it was hefore,

* But where are the Negroes in ihis busy 1:[:3-
ture?

One indusiry after another bars them alto-
gother from jobs that pay oven a halldecent wage.
They occupy only two kinds of jobsg in the wvast
majority of the war industries that do hire them:
in the menial, noworoductive positlons, or at the
hardest and worst pald Iaboring jobe. The cost
of living is golng up for them as well as others,
but hecavse ihey are excluded from the bellas
paying jobs in the strategic Industiries, thelr in-
come isn't able {0 keep up with it. The hullabaloo
about the “end of unemployment” is being used as
a gooid pretext in each state to slash the relief
: I:|1|:i'g"13-t_ and the rellef rolls far more sharply than
ever before. Megroes whoe want to work and can't
gel: jobs suffer from this more than white work-
“ers, because at least some of the white workers
are able to eseape from the need of getting relief
for the time being.

In showt, the Negroes are baing left out in the
cold. The old saying about “the last to he hlred™
Is siil] true,

A Correct Understanding
‘Necessary

There are many obhstacles thal must be Iﬂl‘._l’.ﬂ.

~and overcome it this situation i to be copvecied

and the deors of the war industries thrown upeh
1o, the Negro workers,

Firat of all, there is the opposition of the 'uumu:s
of the ruling elass that owns and conlroels Industry,
who want fo keep the workers divided alone ro-
clnl lines: “divide and yule” Included as part
" of this iz the govérnment; acting in the interests
of the bosses, it does nothing to interfere with
their exelusion of Megroes from ihe important
Industries, but endorses it by its own treatment of
the Negrees in the armed forces and civil asrvice.

Socondly, there is the antagonism on Lhe part
of .;r.:lm-r. mot all, white workers, who have been
badly miseducaled and have fallem for the propa-
ganda of the bosses, and have thus permitled
themsaelves to he used (o weaken the strength of
labor as & whaole, including itbemselves,

And thirdly, there i3 the misunderstanding
among many Megro workers themsaelves, expressed
in an incorrect attilude toward the trade unions,
We intend, in coming issues, to devote ourselves
to & discussion of the EI'I-IUI'E! problem,. But here
we want (o touch briefly on one aspect of the
third questiom, about which we have been asked
to comment by some comrades who have run into
it in the oourse &f thelr distvibution of tha
T Appeal to Megro wurj{m's,

Especially in the smaller indusirial cities, soma
Megroes have come to Teel a hostiliy toward the
Eni:h'e labor movement. We say to them: “The
unions belong to the working class, they belong
to you; true, they must be reformed,. and the
gelagarblll leadership of some of the unicns must
Eive way 1o a troly representative, progressive,
irank-nnd-file feadership—tut the unlona helong
to the workers and they themeselves must make
thEsn changes.” But these Negroes reply as fol-
“owa:

“We don't see how Lhe Lrade unions are onr
organizations. They ignore ug and in Some cases
theéy oven kick us cut of our jobg, Why should
we even try to reform somaething that is o harm-
ful to ws? What reason have we to belleve any
good can come out of them fer us? And on
more than one oceasion we have heard Negro
workers say, "We might just as well try fo reform
the Ku Klux Klan."

It i very diffcult to convinee: Lthese warkers
that they must be in the onlon movement, afid
must even fight to get into it. As Horace Caylon,
the prominent Negro labor expert zaid recently,
it iz hard for a Negro worker (o assume the role
of a “NHly white angel,” "making sacrifices for a
principle which allows him nothing but unems-
ployment and stavvation'

Before these Megrocs can be convinced, they
must be shown in action and through experience
that thoy need unions to improve their conditions
Abstract arguments are not enough.

Alrepdy there exists some literature on the
events of recent yeargs showing the gainsg made
by Negro labor on all fronts: their improved
working conditions, the improved relations inside
the unions between white and colored workers.
Outetanding among these is thg book dealing with
the CI0, “Black Workers In The New Unions” hy
Hirace R. Cayton and George 5. Mitchell. We

recommend its study and use by our distributors
_of the Appeal who " reach workers interested in
this question.

Stalin issued last Oclober a

h-:'.' the Stalin Constitution was

lution, 330000 children of 14 a

Under Lenmm: "All school
at the expense of the state
{Bection IV Paragraph 80, Pro-
gram of the Russian Communist
Party (Bolsheviks) adopted at

| the Eighth Party Congress Mareh

18-23, 1919.) Under Stalin: Tui-
tions have been inteodoesd into
Boviet  schools—to  «drive the
childven - from the school rooms
inte the factovies,

Ko official news of thizs has
appeared in the Daily Worker.
“Unofficial” periodicals like Sov-

| et Russia Today have been as-

gigned the task of coveving up

in this country the exploitation)the “Railroad Schools” to which

of child labor outlawed wunder
Lenin and Trotsky and reestab-
lished under Stalin, “The first
600,000 Soviet youth." writes Jes.
sieg Smith, “enrolled in the new-
ly organized State Labor Ne-
serves schools began their period
of training and study ..." (Sov-
iet Russia Today, January 1941).
This opening senfence with its

By JOHN G. WRIGHT

children of 14-17 were made subject to draft inlo 2 conscripit
labor Torce; 2) the right fo education so solemnly “guaranteed”

stitutional amendment, or consullation of the Supreme Council
af the UL5.5.R. On November 10, 1940, three days after they had
celebrated the Twenty Third Anniversary of the Oclober reve-

16 and 17 were f’r.lfred as the firsf contingent,

| food, clothing, foatwear, tEHIhI}DLE- and other school accessories

"Soviet Russia Today’” Pretends I¢'s

set of ukases m]wn:l::,r 1) Soviet

abolished without a formal con-

1d 15, and 250,000 youngsters of

children must be supplied with

urﬂlmutlm of the training pro-
cess for those Tride Schools and
Factory and Shop Instructich
Courses (F.Z20.) whose indus-
trial schooling will tike filice
directly in the enterprises them-
selves (metallurgical plints, coal
mines)" (Pravda, November 10,
1940)

That speaks for itself.

Apart from "Trade Schools"
and “Factory and Shep Instrue-
tion Courses" (F.Z.0.), referred
to by Moskatov, there ave alao

#5000 have been assigned, e,
less than 6 per cent of the total.

Factory and Shop Instruction
Courses (FZO) embrace 250,000
vouhgsters of 16 and 17. Their
working day is fixed at eight
Lours a day, Article 9 of Order|
No. 1 issued by the Labor Re-|
gerves Admindstration, and ecoun-
tersigned by P. Moskatov,” reads:

vista of “schools,” “training,”
Uebrdy,”  “enrollment” iz of a
picee with the rest of the article
—a web of impudent and eynieal |
liez. Most of these children have |
alveady been thrown inte indus-
try and are “stodying™ in coasl
and iren mines, in basie plants
and lavge-seale industries, in the

heaviest and most dangerous oe-
cupations.

WHAT THIS “SCHOOLING"
REALLY I8

On the very first day of the
draft, P. Moskatov, head of the
gpecial Labor Reserves Admin-
istration wrote a special article.

“It is wvery Important” he
warned, “to assign in adﬂucel
work places and to prepare the

“The length of the schosl day in
the Factory and Shop Instruetion
Courses (F.Z.0.) is fixed at gight
hours.” (Pravda, October 5, 1940}
But=—an innocent or  gullible
reader may object—a school day
of 8 hours is one thing, and an
E-hour wurking 4!11:." is something
else agajn. Net in Stalin's lan-
puage! “In the Fz ﬁ " oapiles tho
same  Moskatov, “according to
the entire program 118 hours are
allotted for |11$T,1'u1:tmn at place
of work and t'ﬁg remaining 1,138
hours—for pmductn& work un-
der ihe guidance of the master-
workman (foreman).” (Pravda,
November 10, 1940)

{‘.Iear]y, this means one thing
and  one thn:ug only: Ewvervone

and 17! Those not sent directly

New Year Message
To Natalia Trotsky
From Chicago

The following telegram was
sent from the New Years celes
bration in Chicago:

MNatalia and Seva Trotsky
Coyacan, D). F. Mexico

Dor  heartiesi  comradely
greetings al the New Year
with the firmest conviclion
that in 1941 we =hall make
great strides toward the goal
for which our leader lnid down
his life, .

Chicage Local

into large-seale industry will pro-
e in “special” workshopas,

HOW THESE CHILDREN
WILL BE ROEBED _
« But that is not all. The Krem-
lin parazites intend not only to
oxploit child labor but to under-
pay these children and thus drive
ctill lower the wapes of adull)
weorkers, “Students” will receive
ene-third of the prevailing wages.
Article 10 of Dr-:i;:u' Mo, 1 i
sued by the Labor Reserves Ad-
ministration reads: "“Trade
Seliools, Railroad Schools, and
the F.Z.0. ave pevmitted o ful-
fll elementary productive ovders
for the state. Tt iz hereby estab-
lished that one-third of the rev-
enneg accrping from the fuolfill-
ment of these orders as well as

Socialist Waorkers FParty

have been “onrolled” in the T.
Z. 0, for six months, i.e 26 weeks
{and who then will he reguired
to work four years as conscript
lnborers) will veceive during
their training less than five hours
a week “Instriaction at place of
work.” (118 divided by 26). The
rest of the time most be spent in
"prnd‘uchw work,”  As iz well
known, it nr.-l.unri;r takes about 5
hours a week to instruct a child
—aor any new worker for that
matter—how to function produc-
tively in a mine o plant.

Just how many of the 315,000
bovs of 14 and 15—only males
have been drafted as yet—who
come under the other category of
“Trade School Students" {and
who arve “envolled” for 1-2 years
before gevving 4 yvears more) will
be aszsigned at once tor industry
remaing one of the Kremlin's)
dark seerets, As Moskatov clear-
I¥ states, however, the plan is to
do precisely that, Their "zchool-
day™ iz fixed at 7 hours="5 hours
productive training and 2 hours
for general education and specinl
digeipline™ {Pravda, October 5).!
A B-hour working day for
childven of 14 and 15 in ecoal
mines, and metallurgical indus-

of the 250,000 woungsters who

| ing housing, bedding equipment,

for the work done by the stud-

The Kremlin’s Child Labor System

""Socialist’” Schooling--«

juxtapose to their lies the Kreme
lin's Jegal text,

WHAT THE “STUDENT3"
WILL GET

Article 12 of Order Number 1
of the Labor Reserves Admini-
stratioh follows: “The students
(FZ0) are provided at the ex-
pense of the state with their food,
bedding, spetz-odezhda (special-
1sta-clothing); and those from
rural regions and out of town
dre also provided with housing.”
(Pravda, October 5.)

Note that Stalin did not even
make a pretence of listing “school
fecesaories™ ar “equipment.” Laet
us examine the three items which
are designated: 1) spelz-odezhda;
2) food; 3) bedding abid housing.

What iz “specialists-clething”
(spetz odezhda)? This high-ful-
luting label iz intended to evoke

etz during their training in in-
dustry iz assigned to the state
badget; one-third remains at the
disposal of the Director for ex-
panding the schools and the F.
Z. 0, and for supplying the cul-
tural and living needs of stud-
ents, master-workmen (foremen)
and instructors: and one-third is
to be given into the hands of the
students fulfilling the work.”
(Pravda, October 5). Ewven the
“Railroad Students™ will be as-
signed o perform “clementary”
productive  tasks—at  one-third
ithe wages!

Stalin’z pen-prostitutes of both
sexes, who try to throw sand in
the eyes of American workers,
feel so0 immune as to boast that
the Hoviet childwr'n {who have
been deiven from the real schools
and institutionz by the introdue-
tion of tuitions) are not asked
to pay for thizs “education"! “The
students in thoze sehools are sup-
ported wholly by the government.
Tuition and maintenance tnchad-

food and transportation are
firee..." (Soviet Russia Today,
January 1941).

But the editors of Sl:wnet Rus-
sia Today dare not fuote from
the official deevess ta substin-

triez! An 8-hour day for thoze 16

tiate these wvile boasts, Let us

There's

{(The author of thiz article
is a comrade from Ceylon who
is mow in England.)

LN

By 1. V. P. de SILVA
LONDON (By Mall) A few
weeks ago, Pandit Nebru, chiefl
digeiple of Mahatama Gandni, was
genlenced to four vehra imprison-
ment, for asking his white masters
for a little more of the pie: more
opportanity for the black caplital-
st to expleit India.

Let us not weep or laugh, but
try to understand, for while we
siapport every move against Brit-
1gh imperialism in Indix, we know
at the same time that it i not
the India bourgecisie which is go-
ing to golve the problem of Indla.
Ever ginee Nehru was senbeiced)
middle=class intelleciuzls, deniee-
rate and the lackeys of Mossow
in CGreat Britaln have each in
their own style emplied buckets
full of sentiment on the culfured,
ex-Cambridge Pandit. That Nehru
heig taken a8 hiz gymhbol In the
gtruggle against Britiah impecial-
iam the pious goat of Candhi, amd
not the hammer and sickle, spema
to delight them.

OF course nothing hag been anbd
af the 4,000 militant workers and
poasgnts who have been jailed in
it holesg of prisons during the
past few monthe, “Release Mebro
and Britain stands 1o gain more™
iz Lhe pﬂl‘h."}' of tLhe hn1|rn'enlu
Inckeys. “Firal Nehru then we” I8
the policy of the Communist
Party.

IMPLE FIGURES REVEAL
E TASK IN INDIA

India, with a populaton of 353
milllons, has an arca of 1808000
sguare miles. The woarkers are
distributed as follows: 669 in
agriculture, 18% in trade, trans-
port and Industry, 79 in domestic
gervice, 3% in public administra-
tiod, 5% in unproductive ocenpa-
tions, ‘Thus we are able to visu-
alize the struciure of India so0-
ciety. A small clmss at the top
iabout a million consisting of
wealthy land owners, and others
living on private incomes). Bolow
them 1s the middle-class {15 mil-
lions composed of clerks, teach-
ers and small businessmen, trad-
erd, siudonis, and others). Then
come the vast bulk of the hungry
maggeR, in Lwo cafegories: (@) T
million peasant-cultivators and
by workers of all other oecupa-
tiong, 30% of the peaple live in
villiges, of which thera are 700,
a0, Each village 18 a muddie of

nly One Road For India

A Ceylonese Tells Why Only The Masses Can Free India

basis of the social sirueture is
azrivuliure,

The total area of British India
is GBY million dcres. 22% of this
land is totally unfit for cultlva-
tion, 13% i covered with Poresis
(stote owned), and 7% In current |
fallow. The land wsed for arable
farming 1s 232 million acres, i. e
35 per cent of the whole. 80% of
the land cultivated i3 given to
coreals, pul & ¢ 8 (leguminomns
plants), and sugar (the latter
chiefly for export). Dividing the
total arex of land cultivated by
the mumber of cultivators, we zZet
an average Of dbout 235 ncres per
agricufturist. These holdings con-
aiat of lenlated fragments,

LIFE UNDER THE
ERITISH “DEMOCRATS”

The eardinal disability of the
peasant §# the axisting division
and distribution of land. along
with the tremendouns taxation fm-
posed. The peasant s burdened
with enormous taxes; one toe the
state, and the olher Lo the ldnd-
lard. Therefora the peasant who
getg o salary of ahout eight shil-
lings month pays about four
ghillings in the form of tax, As a
result, all of them are heavily in
debt, and the debt was estimated
al about 3900 millions in 1937.

On the sther hand are the land-
lords, Wwho between them  hold
about 75% of the agriculibueal
land, ‘There are fwa fypes: (1)
Those who were put in possession
of vasl esiaktes by the British as
& matter of political expediency;
(2) Those who have acquired own-
ership by purchase or otherwlae
during the last 108 years. More
than flvegevenihs of the eultivats
able land is today in the hands
of onethird of the landlords.

The industrial workers are com-
posad of expropriated peasants.
Nearly 50% of them work in the
fextile faclaries where the wapges
are 4 10 & pence a day, for 12 to
14 houtrs wark. In the mines
they are paid 7 to 3 pence a day
for 14 to 15 hoonrs work. In in-
dusiries like the TATA Works the
wagesz are the same, and in the
plantations they are no better
These low wages have put the
workers, like the peasants, Into
heavy debt to the tune of several
hundred millions of dollars. With
tha exception of an insignificant
minerity composed of the land-
lords,
bourgeoisie, the average per capita
income of tha remalu[lrr nl' the

the princes and the white

visionz of hats, shoes, gloves,
socks, coats, overesats, ete. To
be precise, it means wm'k clothes.
To be still more precise, it is
nothing but 4 miserable pair of
overalls, or an ordinary apron,

Food—that is indeed free—if
and when supplied in dining
raots and kitchens, This, as we
ghall presently see, cannot he
taken for granted, ,

Az for housing and bedding
only out-of-townets, it will be
cbserved, are assured of lodg.
ings—on  paper, The “natives”
must shift for themselves. And
rot they alone,

In Mozcow, forr example, 74,600
children were drafted, but only
25,000 will be housed at govern-
ment expense. Report of the Mos-
cow City Committee (five days
before the draft): “Out of the
required 25,000 beds, only 9,000
have been prepared” (Pravda,
Nov. 5.

Beport from TYaroslavl: “Pre-
parations for opening of the
schoolz proceeding poorly ... Not
a single place for housing has
boen prepared or arranged for ...
There are mot enpugh beds or
bud-‘?ing’ . One dowsn't even hear
any discussion about providing
fireewood for the sehools, equip-
piig the dining rooms and kit-
enens" (idem)

Report from the city of Ridder
{during the draft itself): “No-
bedy knows what trades. will he

trnghit in the schosls, Workshops
dre not being prepared; there are
na  lodgings, eithor”
Mov, 12)

(Pravida,

Report from Leningrad (Nowv.

12): “However, the schools and
institutions have mnot wet been
completely equipped with living

shillings & year, L. e £24 per fam- | history of scllouts and compro- | quarters.”

il% of flve.

With thiz despotie rule imposead
on Indla by BEritain, ihe Govern-
ment of Cherchill daves to speak
af the lovaliy of India to the
Crown. On the olber bhand the
Hralinisis speak of a [ree India
under Mehru and Gandhi, two ma-|
rionettes who dangle from the |
girings of the mill ewners. While
wie eould ignore the wishful think-
ing of the fasl-crumbling IIIH:II.E.'
cligue in Britain, the freacher 'y
of the Comintern must be anmask-
ed, if we are to aveid & more
blegody massacre of the masses |
than in Spain,

CONGRESS REPRESENTS
THE BOURGEOISIE

The Indian MNatlonal Congress
which Nehru represonts was from
flz ineeption a bourgeocis move-
ment. The expangion of Britieh
capltal created Im the process a
class of Indlan middlemen wha

thelr wealth first in land, and.
later im industrial enterprises,
The ecconomic confllet arese be- |
tweern the imperialists and the
rieh landowning class with vegard
to rovenue, and the policy of the
Britlaly in heayily taxing ihe
young natlve industriea and up-
holding the monepoly of foreign
caplial. This resulted in the
forming of the Indian Natlonal
Congress,
Th-u;; Congress knew that it they
were to gel any concezsions from
their British masters, they had
to have the support of the masses:
Therafora they maneuvered and
elruggled ceaselessly forr two ul-
timately ineompaltible ends: (1)
To gain ascendancy over the mass
movement and (2} To win the
revalutionary  elemenis among
both the workers and peasants
over for Congress aims, and divert
them [rom the economic struggle.
Thus ihe policy of Congress—
{a) mnon-violent, mon-cooperation;
(1) bovestt of British goods: (&)
civil disobedience. The advocacy
af non-violence waz & methad af
holding back any revolutinnary
tendency of the masses, and pro-
:ﬁ_:.ting the properiy inlerests of
the landowners, The boycott of
British goods was of wvery great
financial advantage to the mill
awners, and ag long as it remaln-
ed & passive reslatance mavemant
no harm could come ta the Indin
bourgeols; but it was a powerful
lﬂ'ar to uae aﬁa!nat the Rritish.

miud huis, Needless to say, the

£ # o s
s ol - M e Sl o)

[I'D'Pulﬁ_llﬂn—ﬂﬂlﬂ? 348 milljors
out of 353—works out at £4-18

The gutcome of this eriminal pol-

miges againal the millions of In-
dia.

Comment by P. Moskatov:

*“Certain  Executive Comimittees

It iz obvious that the felescoped | 6f loeal Soviets are likewise ap-

| development of Indion capitalism, | proaching very lightmindedly the

dite to the presence of a ryihless | selection of buildipgs for the new
masgter, does mot permit the na-| schools. In Pedolsk, for ‘example,

flve m::uir-e':!{.:r-i: fo play even the|i

t wis planned to use a praln bin

rile their counterports ploged in | for housing.” (Pravda, Nowv., 10)

the strivggle apaingt fendolism in
| Ewrape, Tmwdla iz left with only
{one road om which to travel, the
road of permanent revolution;
for only the indusirial workers

eided

A PICTURE OF CHAOS
AND DF BUREAUCRACY

Rieport from Chita: “It was de-
to select an  apartment

|in alliance with the peasanis can house that is being built for the

play the revolubionary role vital
to the success of the Indian strug-

Ele

gchoal building. But as wet only
the walls of the first story have
been raised. The second story is

There ig, however, o very great being completed poorly and will
slgnificance in the recefit events | hardly be teady by December 1.

in India.
Mmass prespurs _l:.‘ml.:m:aa. would
never have begun even fndividual

We know that witheut | And where will the students Jive?
Who will be the dipector of the
school ?

What eqhipment must

grew rather rapidly and inveated |1

givil disobedience, We know this
also in advance: the second wave
will nat have by far the peaceful,
almost good-natured pious char
ncter, that the flrst has had, I
will be more matore, more stib=
born and harsh, for it will arlse
from the disillusionment of the
workers and peasants in the pol-
fey of the Congress and thelr own
inltial vemiure. )
The conclusion iz Inescapable.
There i today in India the burn-
ing need of a program, an organ-
Ization, a plan and a staff, under
the banner of the revolutlonary
Marxiem of Lenin and Trolsky:
under the banner of the Fourth
International.
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ey has been, as {8 well known, a
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the schools have? There is no-
body who can even answer these
cuegtions.” (Pravda, Nov. 12)
Pravda, November 13: "“We
have received o telegram from
Voronezh that the leaders of
Glavmebelprom have proposed to
the Borzk combine that it take
over for the school a building
which iz threatening to cave in"
Pravda's comment: “These man-
agers apparently think that laws
are not written for them. Will it
really be necessary for the pro-
steutors to tedvrh theze peonle
hpw to  fulfill Soviet laws?"
(Pravda. Nov. 13)

This iz how the children are
being lodged, fed and maintained
“wholly by the government™!
Sithilar data conld be adduced at
will. Buffice it to guote in con-
clagion F;n‘dn 8 oWn summary of
the situation:

“In a number of places hous-
ing is lacking and suitable build-
ings are not even being locked
for. These signals testify to this,
that in a number of places the
enormaons  state importance of
preparing labor reserves is not
being appreciated, and that cer-
tain workers are obwviously viol-
ating discipline and not fulfilling
povernment directives™ (Pravda,
Movember 12.)

We know what Pravda means
hy & number of places™ and

“eertain  workers.” It wmeans
everywhere; it means every bur-
eabcrat—from the satraps in
Moscow and Lentng:ud to the
pettiest scoundrel in the provine-
5. It means that the children are
heing subjected to working nn:l
living conditions even more in-
Kuman than those endured by the
adult workers,

| "Nation"' Weeps
Crocodile Tears
For The Refugees

Gepalch a “liberal” thesa dayg, and you will
imevilably uncover & nauseons hyvpocrite and Urlah
Heep,

These nre the clements who most ably gild the
lily of the fmpevialist war aiws of the “demoe-
ratic” ruling class, and cloak the sordid molives
of the Allied war lovds §o the dalpty gossamer of
democratic fictions.

Trug 1o type s (e Naffon, leading Iiberal
weekly, and its cditor-in-chicf, Freda Kirchwey,

It seems thal the State Depariment fs clamp-
ing down ever more heavily on the admission of
anti-fagcist refugees into this country, while pav-
ing the way for ihe entrance of rich and well-
born foreipn reactionaries, dispossessed members
af the nobility and others of similar ik,

The Nation and Freda Kirchwey are shocked,
outraged, overwhelmed, stunned. They” have been
beating the anvil fovy a good, noble, democratic,
idealistic, untalnted, purely-melivated wir against
the Axis powers. And now the handling of the
refugee bruhiem by the government is adding a
trace of iatlle-tale gray to the virginal robes of
thie “demoeratic™ ehampions.

Freda Kirchwey saye as much in an article
in tho Xalion of Decomber 28, bewalling the short-
sighted poliey of the adminiastration, as expresaed
in a recent Stale Department statement “deslgned
to silenee the mounting protest against the handl-
ing of ihe emergency refuges problem created by
ithe Mazl eonguest of Weslern Eurape,”

This stalement, charges the article, "cited fig-
urea whickh . | fold Jes of monstrous proportiona
when published without explanation.

And “the stalement as a whole only Inereased
justiflable fears that the refugee problem will in
Lhe emd be left fo the harsh mercies of the most
reactlonary, antl-alien elementa in the State De
pariment.”

Strong language, wilh slhronger ta follow: “The
record Is one which must sleken any person of
ordinarily humane instincta. It I as 1f we wera
to examine laboricusly ithe curriculg vilae of flood
victims elinging to a piece of floating wreckage
and Anally 1o decide thal, moe matier what theire
virtues, all but a few had betier be allowed to
drown' '

Outraged virtva them gets down to the nub of
the guestion: “RBut politically the behavior of the
State Department Ig even more shocking. It be-
trayg Lhe profound failore of leading officlals of
the depariment to understand even (e elements
of the conflict jn which the United States Is inex-
fricably engaged. Has the presorvation of demoss
racy anyihing to do with the conflict? If it has,
surely the leaders of democratic fhought and ac-
tiom in Europe will net be deliberaely sacrificed
to their-—and our—fascist opponents. This posi-
tion shounld.deatermine cvery act of every alficial
charged with the conduct of our foreign affalre

It thus seems, according to Froda Kirchwey,
that the “demoeratic” motivation of the war for
which she has been beating the drums is not
“nnderstoed” by the Stale Department,—that is,
the department which has most 1o do with Amers
iean foreign policy and is the most direct agency
for the promulgation of this palicy.

The State Department understands full wall
what §t is doing and why, Tt leaves the blather
about democratie ideals to the Freda Kirchweys,
whi also “understands,” but like the whore in the
fable ciies, “Its love I'my really after,”

Why the behavior of these liberals “must sicken
any person of ovdinarily humane instinets,” is
forcefully demoniirated by one of the concluding
sentenees of thiz scandalized lady:

“It iz diffienlt (o believe that the President
himsell would knowingly countenance such a
change.”

According te this outvaged female, frantically
rubbishing among the scrap heaps for a “demoe-
ratic” rag to throw over the suddenly denuded
paunch of the Amervican ruling clazs, the policy
of the government toward the refugees I3 some-
thing alien o the real motives of the war-mongers,
a ravishment accomplished in the dead of night
behind lock doors, and hidden from the eyes of
noble men like Roosevelt.

On the combrary, as Freda Kirchway well
knows, this is Roosevelt's poliey, as it iz the pol-
fey of the whole bosa clasg of Americs which
Roogevell represents, as it is the policy which
most truly roflecls ihe actual motlves for the
Ameriean war preparalions,

This picture of a Roosevelt deceived, kept in
the dark, surrounded by secret enemies in the
guise of felends i3 the only figleal left to the
liberals whereby they can still cover up the naked-
I¥ reactionary charpcter of the war.

Seratch a liberal these days, indeed, and you
will find a cowardly, yellow-bellied, hypocritical
apologist for capitalist war and plunder decked in
the garments of a vesta! virgin, Hut a white roba
can’t hide her smell!

Airm London Police

The London “bobbies” are to be armed with
firesmrme for the first time in thele hiztory. ‘Tha
Britishh Purchazing Commission hos placed an or-
der for 25000 revelvers for the London police
with the Harrington & Richardson Arms Company
of Worcester, Massachusctrs,

Issuance of revolvers to the “bobbies,™ It is
claimed, i to enable them to help repel any
Invader.

It the arms ordered were rifles, machine guns,
grenades and simllar ordinanece, this claim might
appear plausible. But not revalvers, These are o
going to be used for an opposite purpose; not
against Invaders, bul against the British workers,
These arms are ordered for the nottosdistant -
tinte when the British masses begin open protest
nﬂ.!-ﬂnﬂ againgt the abominable a‘roraid shelter
“protection afforded them,” in contrast with the
safe, " swank dnd luxurious underearth play-
grounds in which the rich disport themselves,
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