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SLAROR WITH A WHITE SKI i
CANNOT EMAMCIPATE ITSELE H
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLAC
BK1M 15 EBERAWNDED" —
ALA R

‘Negro Struggle

In an intercsting servies of articles in The
Pitisbhurgh Cowrier, W. Robevl Ming, Jr., Profes-
anr in (he School of Law of Howard University,
has dealt with the legal and teehnical aspects of
the case of the S 5. Philadelphin sailors who
wera kicked oul of the W, 8, Mavy because {hey
signed o letter protesting intolerable Jim Crow
conditions,

Aflter demonsirating that the Philadelphia case
ghowe how fMrecedom of speech has been stolen from
those in the Avmy and Navy, Professor Ming goes
on o point out how mueh power this’ puta in
the hands of the “brass hats.”™ IF the public ont-
gide enn’t get information aboul conditions in the
armed forces from ithe only possible source—that
is, from those Inside—how can it possibly do any-
thing to correct or improve those conditions? This
means that if the soldiers can’t spaak about con-
ditions to Lhe publie, the officer caste can do
jugl about anything it wanis,

Profeasor Ming goes on fto show that Lhe
officer coste has still another weapon Lo RKeep the
tmouths of conscripled soldiers shul, in addition
lo thae power bo.odischavge fthose who speak up.
The right ("eplemeral though it be") of g cons-
eript‘te his former job depends on his getting a
cartificate from the Army “indlicating antisfac-
tory completion of 1he training course.” Under
the present conscription set-up, a worker who
would protest to the world outside, would cer-
tainly not get such a certificate. *“Thiz possibils
ity of dual punizhment places in the hands of the
officors of this great peace-time army tréemend-
ong power without adeguate controls and safe-

guardg for the protection of {he scloctecs.”

:

| Where the Criticism Falls Down

But these artleles In the Piftsburgh Conrier
are at their weakest point when the writer al-
tempts to Indicate how foll rights for Negries may
b abtained and the right of freedom of apeach
and other civil liberiles restored. For in his dis-
eussion of this, which is the key question, he
“emita himself to legai procedure and ignores the
actual character of the courta and other institu-
tlana of the government.

How i the power of the officer caste to he
limited? Operaling under the Ariiclea of War,
they do just what they please, replving to critle-
fsm from the ranks with arrests and discharges,
and to criticlem from the outside with hanghty
contempt (the Philadelphia mess attondants were
kicked ount “in the best interests” of the Navy
anid themselves, says Rear Admiral Nimitz).

Bays Professor Ming: “Practical solution
of this problem created by the conflict be-
tween Army regimentation and civil liberty
is possible. One simple device to secure the
desired end would be to provide for review by
eivil courts of actionz by eourt martials or
punishments inflicted on members of the
armed forees by officers...”

What are these civil courts anyhow? Fair and
fmpartial; or the instrument of the ruling capl-
talizt cluss? If Professor Ming doesn't Rnow [rom
his own personal expeériensa, let him ask workers
who have besn out on strike. Let him ask a
pror man who has tried to sue a rich corporation.
Or let him look up the decisions of (he conris
with regard to the Negro people, the courls’ ap-
proval of segregation in education and on trolley
cars, their approval of the poll tax and ithe white
primary laws and the other legislation almed at
malntaining "white supremacy.”

If we consider here not the words about “jus-
tice™ that are written into the laws, but really
undersiand how they work, then we can under
gtand that workers in the armed forces, colored
of white, would get no bettéer treatment froma the
civil courts than they do from the mllitary. In
fact, the consistent refusal of the eivil courts to
imterfare with military decisions, is proof that
they approve segregation, discrimination and de-
nial of freedom of speech as practiced by the of.
ficer easte, and don't want to interfers with it.

If your really want Lo abolish Jim Crowlam, if
you really want to protect the rights and lmprove
the conditions of the soldiers and sailors, Lhoene
ean be no half-way measures: the officers will
either have the power (o do what they want, or
they won't, Bither ez go the whole hog and
take eontrol of military training away from the
officer caste Sempletely—or you waste your time
and bat wour head against & stone wall, Any
progeam which falla short of military tralning
under control of the workers themselves is one
which leaves the veactionary officers wlth full
power, and g tharefore completely ineffactive and
useless,

A Correction

It our pamphlet an the Philadelphin men,
issued before thelr discharge, we feared hecause
of the silence that surrounded the case that the
bors would be framed-up in & court martlal, We
gald, “The eourt martial, when it takea place, will
e conducted behind closed doors, (The men)
will not be permitted to use lawyers from the
outzide . ., . "

According to Professor Ming, however, this s
not legally correct, His explanation not anly elears
up this point, but shows why the bovs escaped
conrt martial and even worse punishment than
they recelved,

“Public opinfon was aroused [(after news of
the arresis leaked out) . . . You Know what the
Navy did in the face of this public outery. They
turned down the recommendation (of court
martial) of the eaptain of the Philadelphia. That
wag dangerons—If {hess men hod been subjected
to a gensral codurt martial they would have heen
antitled to the assletance of ontside counsel, and
a public hearing, a statement of charges, and the
other probections which our legal system has
devised for the safeguard of the defendants, even
If they are members of the armed forces,

"ITnstend the 'brass hats” decided that these men
ghould be discharged from the Navy—mnot ‘honors
ghly* . . . but rather, they were to be piven “un-
desirable dlscharges’”

who were enpaped in union ac-
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are appearmg in |:urope and,
Churchill and the "democratic’

ease’ ; the Spanish, the “French
absolutely certain 1hat it was
the “Spanish disease.” No coun-
try would claim it!
The capitalists in each coun-
try today likewise label the
“disease” of proletarian revolu-
tion as one which can strike
elsewhere but not in their own
country, DBut i their hearts
they know dilferently. Prole-
tarian revolution was po "Rus-
sian disease™ in 1917—it spread
across Europe, even though it
was drowned in blood.

The first military defeats sus-
talned by Mussolini have safficed
tg expose ihe basic weakness of
the fascist grip on Tialy,

While no direct manifestations
of the eriumbling fascist rula have
as yvet been able fo seep through
the totalltarian prison walls of
Haly, the adinizgions and protest-
ations of the afficial [tallan press
and spokeamen are revelatory,

It iz quite clear that the Iial-
ian masses who, sinte the lasi
war, have suifered a standard of
lving as low ag any in Furope,
are new launthing an irreconchl-
able struggle against conditions
which the presont war  has
brought fo the intolerable atame.

FASCISTS TRY TO

APPEASE MASSES

Muzsolini’s reglme, unable to
glose owver the appalling living
comdilions, makes haste to lament
with the mas=es. A campaign
swiddenly blossoms forih against
the “hoarders and profiteers.” Not
the fascist refime aond (he capi-
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APPEAL

The War And Coming Revolutions

The Germs Of Workers' Uprisings -'Infactt .AII Warring Nations

T PREIS

The first symplems of a new wave of workers” revolutions

in the first imstance, 1 Naly.
" ruling elass have been quick to

label it 1he “ialian disease”™—as if this penetrating germ can be
exorcised by mcantation and prevented Trom spreading.

The hasty reassurances exchanged among the “democratic”
capilalisis concerning the peculiarly [talian character of the
coming revolution remind one of nothing so much as what hap-
pened in Curope when, in the 14ith and 15th centuries, the rav-
ages of syphilis spread. The French termed it the “lralian dis-

dhsease™ ! while the ltalians were

spirit of defeplism which prece-
cupies the ruling regime. On Dec.
ember 10 the leading fascist newe-
paper, Il Fopolo di Bopes, admit-
ting heavy Italian losees, increas.
ing vickssitndes and bard days
ahead, stated:
"Theze gentlemen who smell of
flefeatism are those who read our
war bulletins with the air of being
Fed up, ihose who know every-
thing, incorriglble rumor-mongers
who alwavas have something to
add when a communigue is read.
If aeeme to ug the hour has come
te beat them up se 6t will leave
a mark that will not seon be for
gollen,™ [
The violenee of this ﬂampﬁlgn
againet defeatlem ia in jtsmelf an
admission of the dlscontent with
Ehe war 5o wide-apread among 1he
Italian masses, The swme 1T Po-
pale di Rewvr on December 13
crics aEainat the defeatists:
"We know them, We have iden-
tified them for some time mnow.
Joon we shall catech them and
make them swallow all their sin-
ister prophecies, all stupid antici-|
pations of their idistic defeatism
which has not and mever will
have any hold on the granite mass
of the Italian people gathered
closs around their Duce™

THE WOREKER-ZOLDIER
WILL: NOT FIGHT

This defeatizm, and it grows
with each new military set-back,
ia the reflection of a much more
gerions condilfon In the Italian
armed forces.

in the cavar which iz arms are
supposed (o uplhold,

Leland Stowe, in o dispaich Lo
the New York: Mozt of December
6 deseribing an interview with
Italian priseners of war in Greece,
writes:

*There s an enormous differ-
cnce belween ithe atiftude of of-
ficers and comimon soldlers. Vir
tually all the officers profess econ-
fidemce in and lowalty to Musso
Iimi, and most of them atlempt to
justify 1he invasion of Greece, The
higher ranking professional mili-
tarists show obedience to the re-
gime and unguestioned patriotism.
Young lieutenanis, aggressively
fasciat, are frequently deflant and
arrogant, semetimes sneering and
diseourteous,

“Dn the other hand, the Ttallan
goldiers are mostly a apiritless,
pitiful assoriment. They are rag-
fped and migerable, and only a
few have a vestige of self.assor
ancs lefl. Again ond agaip, Chey
gay¥ frankly, “We've had ¢nough.

“They seem to have noe shame
over having thrown down their
weanons, They want nothing ex-
cept food and For the war o end
and fo get back o Italy.”

But it iz mere wish-thinking,
when the Churchills brand (L an
“Italian diseass.™

It s precisely the knowledpe
that this i not an exclusively
“Itallan disease™ which brought
forth Churchill’s  recent  ineite
ment of the Italians againat Mus-
golinl—against Mussolini and not
against the entire rullng class of
Italy. Churchill ealls Tor fhe
spread in Dlaly of & “mild” “non-
infectious" form of the revoluiion-
ary “digenge” one wlhich would
leave intact the Italinn Roval fam-
iy, the army generals, the police
apparatus, the [fascist machine,
the profitesrs and cupitalisig —
and the bhunger and misery of the
Halian masses. Above all, a “dis-
ease’” which would contain no
danger of spreading beyond the
Italian horders inte the Hritizh

It i3 the custom of the “demoes

talists it serves, bhul anonymouns
hoarders and profiteers, whoge
presenes had up to this time el-
uded the allseelng eyes of the!
secret poliee, are held responsible |
Far the plight of the Ialian peo.
plo.  Kegime Fascista, newspaper
edited by Roberto Farivacel, for-
mer secretary of the Fascist par-
ty, detlareg—but without naming
names — that these profiteers
should he shot.

“We do not live by bread alone,™
gaye La Vilg flafuanda, "There are
many olher thinga of prime ne-
cesgity. ‘With things Increasing
at this rate, are wages and aal-|
aries o remain unallersd? fa
Vitn of course offers no answer
to ile own question, UL hopes to
mallily the masses by echoing
thelr feslings.

But most of all, iLis the increasing

ratie” capitalist presa to attribute |
the defeats of the Italian army|
in Greece and Albania to  the
“brave fighting gualities” of the
Gireesk and Britigh ferees and the
“eowardice™ of the Ttallan fight-
ers. A few commentators, how-
cver, koow bettor, Thus Haneson
W. Baldwiln, writing aboot the
Italo-Greek war in the New York
Times on November 26, says, "And
the heart of the TtaHans iz not
in lt—except for officers and o
few picked Fascigt froops, the
Italian army sesins to have no
Muzions of the glory™

Mot eourage but morale, {2 the
decisive factor in the Ttallan wmtll-
tary defeats. The Italian soldier

the direct descendant of the
magnificent fightera under Garl-
baldl—doesn't wanl o fAght fn
this war. He doeg nol believe

not 100 ready to “sacrifice™ in the

vital British industries, The news
of these etrikes has managed fo
trickle through the rigld British
cengorahip,
cularly significant because they
are waged in deflance of the die-
tatorial law against siriles.

Empires,

For while Ttaly at the present
moment appears most susceptible
te revolution, conditions in Eng-
land also indicate no great ime.
munity to this contagion. The
British rullng class fears this
more than a thousand milltary
defeals,

STRIKE STRUGGLES
IN BRITAIN '

One of the indicative symptoms
that the workers of England are

fi!h‘:rcsta of British imperializm,
i# the perslstence of strikes iln]

And they are partl-

M,  inconspievonsly  cavries  the
Tollowing Liny Dem:

"LOMDOMN, Tea, 19 {(UPY—Min-
ister of Loebor Eraest Devin Lold
the House of Commons today Lhat
there had beon stoppages of work
in BEritish munilions Moelories oo
trary to the legal procedure of
setiling disputes, Some of these,
he indicated, were due 10 & 'sel-
tlad policy' of the Communisis.”

Bevin, on December 17, reporied
B44,000 workdays lost in the flrst
ten months of 1940 doe to strikes,
—in a nation n which Sir Walter
Citrine, speaking before the AFL
convenlion last monith, declaved
ihe workers had *“voluntarily™
given up the right to strike.

The New Yorke FPest, Decernber

17, in a London dizpatch quoies
the lLondon fwaily Express as al-
leging thal the "Liverpool docks
were working at two-thirds capa-
city due to laboy agitation apd
! lassitude.
This eame dispateh revenls that
jithe HEnglish workers are notb a0
{ willing to “sacrifice” as Citrine
states. Two of the largest British
trade unions, the Confederation
of Shipbuwilding and Engineering
Unions, with 450000 members,
and the Amalgamated Engineer-
ing Unfon, with 400,000 members,
are both making insislent de-
mands for wage increases lo off-
el Lthe enormous price increases,
A six<day atrike of 5,000 gar-
mant workers In Lancashire, Eng-
land, ended on December 27, The
sirike was ostensibly over the em.
ployment of a non-tnien worker:
biet tle fact that it was conductod
in deflance of a law exacting pe-
nal sentences, shows that the
souree of the sirike was much
more desp-rooted.

BRITISH “DEMOCRACY"

PUTES THE SQUEEZE oN

We enn expect that Churchill,
ke Mussollni, will shortly  he
forecd to denounes the “"hoarders
and profiteers” On December 26,
the British press announced (hat
Lord Woolten, Food Minister, is
expected to introduce a furtlier
reduetion in the food rations In
January, 1941, Ewven ihe Cheapesal,
poorest meat scraps are {0 he ra
tioned, under the new regulations.
and the prosend allowance of one
shilling ten pence {about 35 cents)
worth of meat per person per
week, I8 to be reduced to one ghll
ling elx pence {about 25 cenla)
warth, This, for the firgd fime.
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ory and @mirmen, whe wp o now

have been permitled a much larger | ratic club are there.
alloreance than civitans,

More and more, the British rul-
ing class is introducing those ey.

ire
mes of exploitation which they |there to forget the hundreds of

have hitherto condemned on the

: | Lh i | i
nflwr. of the Nazl and fascist re. ousands cramped In their ehill
Eimes,

The following Hem appeared in

the N, ¥. Post, Diecemuber 19

The New York Times, December

"LONDON, Dec. 19 [AP)—-Be-

By MARY DANTE
The role of the woman worker
has always been a decisive factor
in the history of the trade union
movement, At first the boss util-
ized her as a sowrce of cheap
labor and later to replace men

tivitieg, He uvsed every means
available to create hostility be-
tween men and women workers.
It was not long before women
recognizged the fact that they had
0 serious ceonemic problem to
solve. Some effective means of
resisting the boss was necessary.
The only answer was organized
unions guch as those the men had,
S0 we have the daughters of
native Mew England farmers in
Daver, N, H., 1828, organizing one
of the first walkouts by women,
against wage reductions and
monthly payments, These textile
workers organized street parades
and protest meeslings to publicizoe
their demands. Women textile
workers of Lowell published a
poaper in 1846 called the “Voice
of Industry.” This newspaper
was devgted to publicizing con-
ditions of women workers in the
textile industry. The militant op-
ganization of textile workers
gave an impetus to the women
workers in the printing, shee and
tobaceo trades. Social and educn-
tional gatherings were initiated

the role they began to play in|
the labor movement, the Knighta
of Labor, in 1881, admitted
women into their orpanization. |
Yenrs later, 1918, the AFL ad-
mitted women into all their na-
tional and international umnions.

Women, united with men, have
contributed their share of hard
work aml sacrifice {o the organ-
ization of many unions, some of
which today are among the
strongest in the American Inbor
moverment.,

The ten hour day, then the
eigght hour day, laber legislation,
higher wapges and better condi-
tions enjoyed by workers today,
are the result of the milikant
struggles of men and women
workers. Women alongside of the
men faced tear gas and machine
guns of the bosses’ pelice on the
picket lines, Others were gent tn
prison beeause of their militant
nction during strikes.

Through such experience the
working woman alse began to
take an pctive part in politics.
Increased exploitation, contin-
uous  struggles with Lthe boss,
seeing the armed forces of the
government in action against the
wor kers, opened her cyes to the
real meaning of this so-called
“democratic” system of govern-
ment, Such material forees as
these impelled her toward the
working class political parties

by proups of organized women
workers. These groups became
centers of hundreds of workers
where they spent their free time.
For many ¥Years wolmen were or
ganized into zeparate local unions
with no national or international
affiliations. Thiz was only be-
cause they were refused entry
inter the international wnions of
the men workers. Recognizing the
significance of the self-organiza-
tion of the women workers and

'.:d:l_h':' dper

and away from the “democratic”
partics of the boss.

The importance of the woman
in the home to the working class
movement, is noe less than that
of the woman in the factory.
Marriage iz no escape from the
problem of earning a living. Gone
are the days—if lhey ever ex-
isted-—when a woman can say
that she iz going to be married

more  because she fsz  secure.
Whether as the wife of a worker
or as A woman in the factory,
she iz just as mueh an integral
part of the working class. In it
her Intervest liea and sfie must
fght for its emancipation. More
than ever, as a wife, she con-
stamtly finds herself affected
directly or indirectly by the sue-
cesses and failures of the trade
union and labor movement as a
whole, She and her children will
always be affected by the wage
cuts and working conditions of
her husband,
During a strike in which her
husband is invelved her role is
doubly fmportant. ‘Che morale of
the striker depends much on the
understanding and cooperation of
hig wife. She must stand Arm be-
hind the striker-husband and
rive him eourage to carry on his
gtruggle against the boss in or-
dor to give her and the children
a better life.
The bozs doesn’t care one bit
about the welfare of the worker's
wife and family. During a strike
he will suddenly display a pre-
tonded interest in them in order
to persuade the wife to make
her hushand return to work, thes
using her as a means to break
the strike. The movies, church,
sehools and even personal econ-
tact are the instruments awail-
able to the boss to use in con-
tacting workers” families.
Every wife should understand
and have confidence in what the
atriker is fighting for. Her place
is with him on the picket ¥ne
and at the union headquarters.
Ab strike headquarters there are
any namber of things the wives
can do. Arcanging mass meet-
ings, money-raising affairs, or-
gonizing food and clothing eom-

end will not have to worry any

Women And The Class Struggle

They Play A Decisive Role In The Labor Movement

things the housewife can do in
a strike,

We ecite g few examples of the

militant work of housewives dup- | revelution as much

ing past strikes: In Passaie Tex-
tile strike, 1926-7, the housewives
organized into the “Counecil of
Working-class Housewives,” to
which members belonged and con-
tributed from all over the na-
tion. These women set wp child-
ren's kitchens from which 50D
children a day were fed. On the
picket lines the wives took thei
shave of picket duty.

In the great steel stirike in
Gary Indiana, the wives and
daughters of strikers organized
and marched en masse to the
steel mills and helped persvade
the non-strikers to join the strike.
They organized house-to-house
gronps Lo conlact wives of Ltheso
men and gained sympathy for the
atrike from many of their wives.
In Mother Jones” autobiography
she tells of the valiant work of
the wives of miners during
strikes.

In a society of clazs conflicts,
women in the factories and in the
homes must take their place in
the ranks of the working-class.
They must recognize the unjons
az the moat effective ECON-
QMIC weapon of the workers.
Tomorrow she will stand
alome, that iz why today the
woman must learn. Tomorvow
ghe will be the worker in the
factory, supporting her family
trying to earn a meagre living
while the boss squeezes every
ounce of encrgy from her. Be-
cause tomorrow the men will be
taken from their homes and
families, thrown into the armed
forees of the bosses government
and sent out to die once again

mittees, are only a few of the

or the battlefields.
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Larepn 30,000 and 40000 Britigh
waomen will have to work in the
fields next yenr 1o keep agriculs
tnral production up te present
standards, Minister of Arrviculture
Hudson =aid ioday. There are
geowe S000 Dritish women land
wilkliere

Thecompulsory toll in the flelds
inveked againsl (e working wom-
cn of WNazi Germany Is here fore-
cast For “democratic’” England,

A Columbia Broadeast corves
pondent, Larry Lesueur, in a
broadéast from London, December
12, siated that Liverpool shipown-
ars  "ocomplain  that the young
dockworkers have been drafted
into the army and they are ask-
ing (hat (he workers réturn in (ke
form of flyping sgueds af soldiers
fo wnitoned ships wmder oetlitary
discipline.

“Ship owners also wonrld like
to have about 3000 more workers
around the ports fo creale o res-
erve of men and competition for
fobz, but maturally the unions are
against thie®

Thesa represeniatives of the
British ruling class are ashking,
fn other words, for slave workers,
Lotling ot 1the point of o bayonet;
and for pPermanent unemployed
reserves (o hold as & threml
against the employed workers., In
Lthis i% revealed the wreal *“war
ainmig” of the British capitallsts,—
alms which differ not a whit in
kind from those of the German
capilalista.

GLARING EXTREMES
BETWEEN RICH AND POOR

While the Lancashire garment
airikers were whipped back to
work with prison threats, the New
York Mimes on December 22, pub-
liahed the fellowing:

"MANCHESTER, England, Dee,
2 (UP)—~Corporale profits of
Lancashire’s collon spinners {his
gy il be the largest sines T021,
n United Press survey diselosed
todday,"

Milo M. Thompson, chief of the
Agsocialed Press London Bureau,
wha has just returncd from Eng-
land, describes (he Iuxury and
comiorts of the homb shelters for
the rich in London, such as that

-Whrﬂrnwdcr&Cua
Now Yell For
U.S.--USS__RAm'_I'l‘Y

Btalin's general staff appears now to be con-
vineed 1hai Germany cannot succesafully invade
Britain. This ig the concluslon to be drawsn from
the latest article estimating tho military develops
menls aigned—Hke mosi af the previons ones—
by “Ceolonel Vaszilyev," published in Trud, and
cabled from Mozaow Lo the Stialinist press here.

Had Germany launched an invasion last Sumt
mer, immediately after the French defeat, says
the articie, (Daily Worker, Dec. 230 “there is
hardly any doubt that they (the Germans) would
rout England’s armed forces in comparativaly
short time, However, Germany at that time evis
dently conaidered herself unprepared for the oper-
utions againet English territory with the ald of
land forces , .. "

Az for the present situation, the artlcle saysd

"Lately the guestion of invasion of England
has again been the subject of lively discussions,
Estimating the sitnation in the Anglo-German
thieater of mililary operations, one draws ihe con-
clugion that irrespective of the methods of cons
duct of the war by Germany, the struggle will
retain a protracted character

Which iz 2 cautions and diplomatie way of say-
ing that Germany cannot sucesed, in the estima-
tion of Soviet military experts,

German aerzl warfare, says the article, “did-
not achieve deeisive results’

MNeither is Germany suceeeding In her attack
on Britlsh communicationa lines: “In spite of the
fact that the losses of the Britiah merchant fleet
are ‘gevers,’ the tolal tonnage of British merchant
viRgels peveriheless exceeda the required mine
imum."

"But Britiel successes,” the article concludes,
“eannot yet be ealled the turning point in the
course of the war™ It iz clear, however, that
this Boviet article considers that that turning
peint §s likely.

In this estimate of the war by Soviet military
authorities we have the clue to the suddenly-
launched campaign of the Commuonist Party and
fts front-men for American “friendship with tha
Soviet Union.” A letter by Corliss Lamont to tha
New York Times, urging a Soviel-U. 5. rapproche-
ment, gpeeches by Browder and Foster cautiously
launching the same line—this is preparation for
a new turn by Stalin back toward the "demoe-
ractee." Bul ns long as Hitler has his teeth, Stalin
will remaln respecifully ready for new deals like
the partition of Poland.

Stalinist preparations for o posaible new turn
in the United States are already evident in the
glogans raiged here on milltary guestions. In

af the Savey Holel, and contrasts
it with those for the ordinary peo-
ple, The rich eleep in “the bads
M luxury you wead about in the
mattress advertisements.” They
have dance floors, orchestrns and

the comforls of home and arisioe-

*“The ever present nursges and
physicians in such places add ta
the feeling of security. It 1s easy

Anderson shelters, the millions |
who sleep in ordinarvy hasemenls,
and the great army of those who
are glad to have concrels subway |
platiorms or the cobblestones wn- |
der the arches below them if only
Lthey are safe from the death and
dismemberment rvained f r o m
above” {Mew York Mesf, Dee. 23},

POVERTY FOR NOW:
PROMISES FOR LATER

It is o sign of the camplete de-
generation add Incapaecity of the
British ruling clags that it per
mits this fantastic spectacle Lo
go on. Fuatore historians will re-
cord that mot all the previous
contrasts between rich and poor
drove the British masses {oward
wg did the
luxurious underground pla vy -
ground sheltera of the rich,

Nor ig it that the British rul-
ing class js unmaware of the dan-
ger. Every week Harold J. Laski,
Raymond Postgate and other “la-
Mar™ supporiers of the war wail
In The Tribune: “We wonder if
Mr, Churchill is aware that, in
ipite of all the talk, there §is no
. evacuation scheme . . . no
improvements of shelters . . . The
ntttenme of the war may well de-
pend on the speed and efficioncy
of pdequate sheltering . . « " But
ta ne purpose. The ruling class
continues Lo rhumba at Lthe Savoy,

Howaver, the ruling class s

perfectly willing to make prom.
j=es,

Churelidll, on  December 15,
speaking at Harrow, oxclusive
gchool  for the Britlsh  upper

elazaes, declared that “the advan-
tages and privileges which hith-
erlo have been enjoved only by
the few shall be far more widely
sharad”—when the war s over,

Hitley, & few weeks age, stated

that he will introdace the “perfect
sociallst state”—when the war is
OveEr.,

Thuz it ig, thal epch in turn,
offers the benefits of & mild fnno-
culation of “socialism,” to offest
the dread “plague,” the workers'
revolution,

But the Innoculation will not
work, The “Tialian diseasze™ wil]
apread.

War and revolution—ihey wers
Inextricably connected fn T917.

It took three yoara, the last
time, for the fArst ramblings of

revolt. It will not take that long
this timel

W L - S T L

Britein and ite colonfes tha Stalinists are olire.
radical. For exampie, In Canada the Young Com- -
munist League recently issued a manifeste which
Bays Lo dl'-niln;l,m:u,{zt:n: “Trainees, form camp oom-
mittees, to protect your dally interests . . . Fight
against the fageist officers” clique in the army..*”
(Daily Worker, Dec. 15).

In the United States, however, no slogans re-
motely resembling this are rajsed. Here there
iz not o whisper of soldiers’ commitiess from the
Stalinlets.  After all, the Uniled Statezs {3 the
unguestioned dominant figure among the “democ-
racies,” and the one which Stalin will have to
court, If Gerraany Toses the inftiative In the war.

One Sabotage Case
They're Not Pushing

There's been lots of talk about labor's “sabots
age” of Lthe war program, but here’s ona story
of sabotage (hat they haven't been velling about,

Fort Sill, Oklahoma, was for a few years the
home of the Army's Field Artillery School. The
site was considered unsatisfactory as the years
went by. It was an arep of subnormal rain fall,
and the water shorlage was getting worse with
the years. But the school had a normal garrison
of about 3,400 men, their water supply could be
gupplemented by bringing in water, and the yaual
inertia of the a*my kept the school there. But
the situation was conceded to be bad,

Yet, in September, when the ForiyJifth Na-
tional Guard Division, compriging Oklahoma, Ari-
zona, Colorade, New Mexico and Arkansas, was
ordered to active duty, an astonishing thing bap-
pened, Fort Sill wos selected as the site for the
Division's tent camp! Every army officer who
kmew his business knew the tromble with Fort
Sill—bnt nevertheless it becams the afte for tha

tent camp which was eventually to house some
20000 to 40,000 men.

A total of 8500 men and officers were sent
into camp. Construction was started on hoapltal
buildings, recreation halls, utilfities, ete. The CATNT
wag prepared with much labor to house more than
21,000 men in short order. Work went on. Soon
the number in ¢amp reached 14,000 soldiers. To
make a long story short, the tent camp—Ite cost
ia estimated at $5.000,000—was well on the WAy
to completion, and many additional projects con-

- neeted with it were completed,

Finally, in mid-Docember—I, ¢, nearly threa
and a half months after the camp was selectad—
the water situation became so bad that the eamp
had to be abandoned. The Division will be trang-
ferred to Abllene, Texas—as soon a3 o tent camp
has boet constrocted thers,

A crew of Oklahoma businessmen are at the
bottom of it. They stood to galn and did gain
from the selection of Fort Sill. They had friends
among the officérs who had a say in it They'ra
not wesping abowt the “mistake,” they mads
plenty out of it.

There ara no indignant articles in the Rresd
aboul Fort Sill. Nobody ig pointing the fingar,
of indignatien at those Oklahoma businessmen.

Can you imagine what would happen ¥ & Lrade

wnion made an honest mistake which cost one peE.

cent of what this Fort Sill spres cost?
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