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Just Remember

The War Labor
Boards Of 1917

By MICHAEL CORT

War labor boards? Well, we've had them before. William
Green and Phillip Murray aren’t the first 1o “demand” such
boards. Samuel Gompers, first President of the American
Federation of Labor, not only demanded but received. such
boards during the first world war, Those boards were used to
lead the workers around by the nose for an entire decade.

Let's look at those boards and
to making the “world safe for

sec Just how they contributed
democracy” twenty-two years

ago, before Green, Murray and Hillman succeed in fastening
the ring in labor’s nose this time.

“The National War Labor

Board, with jurisdiction over

all dispules arising in fields of production necessary for the

~eonduct of the war, was estab
March, 1918, But that was onl
tragedy that opened in the S

lished by President Wilson in
y the second act in a three act
pring of 1917 with Gompers’

capitulation 1o the War Depariment, and ended with the

anti-strike legislation of 1920.
So, our story really opens

in the Spring of 1917, At that

time the War Department, through its war production con-
tracts, was the dominant factor in the industrial and labor
scene. [is functions and activities in the field of labor in-
cluded adjustments of disputes, fixing of wages and hours,

and direct action on housing an

d the cost of living. There was

no aspect of the labor problem which it did not enter; the
War Department was in the process of becoming the largest

single entreprencur in America.
In the Spring of 1917 the

Just as today.
War Department let contracts

{or the construction of 16 army cantonments throughout the
country, and set completion deadlines that were all but im-
possible 10 meet. Under cover of “national defense,” the con-
tractors came into head on collision with the unions by
stretching hours 1o 10 and 12 per day, cutting wages on un-

skilled labor to 30 cents and sk
and filling the jobs with scabs a
protested. Enter Mr, Gompers.

illed labor to 45 and 50 cents,
nd finks when ever union men

Gompers Gets What He Wants

Samuel Gompers walked onto the scenc with his mouth
full- of phrases about saving Democracy by blood and the
sword, and pledged labor to this crusade. “What labor de-
sires,” he said, “is that it have a voice on any board set up by
the government to deal with labor and war production.” Wil-
son recognized Gompers' proposal as an easy way of dedling
with labor. 1f Gompers wanted a few pats on the head . . .fine.

If his ego required easy access
of the United States...belter

to the office of the President
vet. If his soul yearned for

labor boards ... excellent. Labor, bound and delivered, was

cheap at twice that price.

In June, 1917, Gompers appointed John R. Alpine, vice-

president of the AFL, as labor's

representative on a three-man

labor board set up by the War Department. The other two men
on the board were appointed by the Secretary of War, This-
board was to have jurisdiction over ‘the 500,000 workers em-

pleved under War Department

contracts. [1s decisions were

binding and there was no appeal, . .
Thus Gompers .calmly gambled labor's destiny n a game
where the cards were stacked against him two to one, As it
turned out, the cards might just as well have all been in the
basses’ hands, for the majority of the board decisions were by

unanimous vote, Alpine’s servil

ity was such that, according

to War Department records, seldom did beth of the boss rep-

resentatives attend the sessions.

{Contlinued on Page Z)

They were so certain of Al-

i

. this wear. The British appear to

'ON THE WAR FRONTS “

From all indications the mili- fer to preparations for German

tury time-table of the war is not|
going to wait upon ithe scasons

expect the postponed Nazi inva-
glon  sometime  in February.
Meanwhile either for purposes of
a grandiose feint or because ho
js actually contemplating a t-::tu_l-
ly different steategy, Hitler 1s
moving considerable forees :i'ﬂll._ll-h-
eastward, through Hungary into
Bumania.

In anticipation of either of
these moves or of both, Roose-
vel's specch last Sunday
served notice on the Axis that
U. 4. “non-belligerency” was
moving rapidly into a more ac-
tive phasce. In sghrewd, decap-
tive language, Roosevel t
launched an aitack on the
Nazis that was worth a dozen
hombing raids to the British. )

Meanwhile, however, Europé 13
being covered over with that fog
of rumor and speculation which
we have come to associate wlith
the MNazi method of prepaling
militavy moves.

First of all, it is a notable
fact that all the reports of the
German Iroop movemenis
southeastward have come from
German-controlled points—
mainly Budapest. In place of
the normal secrecy that would
accompany  such movemenls,
ihesze have been surruum_:l.nd
with estentstious public nolice.
The Hungarian railway auther-
ities announced revision of
train schedules to accomodate
the German froops and ma-
terial, In Rumania, likewise cn-
tirely wnder German control.
arrival of thege forces has been
acknowledged. e

Oply after their arrival in
Rumaonia has the cleak of teal
military secrecy descended npon
them. All kinds of inspired re-
ports speak of German troop dis-
positions along the Bessarabian
Frontier, Stalin's gingerly-held

action against Greece wvia Bul-
garia. Still others regard the
forces mainly as forees for oc-
cupation of Rumania. Their ac-

tual pumbers Bave rpanged in
these reports  from 60,000 to
G400, 000

Even if the latter figure is
correel and even if all three
of the reported purposes of
their movement were more or
Jexs aecurately reported, it sli]ﬁ
would not mean that Hitler 1
not concentrating  his  main
forees along the Channel for
an invasion of Britain.

Certainly there iz every reason
to expect that Hitler plans this
Spring—and carly this Spl'iTlE'I—
ta attempt redustion of the Brit-
ish Tsles. Hitler knows that
Rooscvelt’s threats are by mno
wenns empty but that they will
take time, precious time, to carry
out, Before U, 8, aid to Britain
can assume sufficient proportions
to tip the scales of aerial pre-
dominance, Hitler will certainly
stake his present superiority on
a single, gigantic drive.
American aid to Britain can-
nol assume decisive propor-
tions this spring and summer.
And precisely this spring and
gummer will wilness collisions
of decigive imporiance, Boors
peois military experts appear
in general to have shifted their
views on the chances of a sue-
cessful Nazi invasion of Eng-
land. They now belicve Brilain
ean withstand it. The Krem-
lin's military specialists appear
lo share thiz belief. Belore,
long hefore another New Year
rollx  arcund. events should
have provided the answer.
Whatever the * outcome,
battle will  enly have

southwestern outpost. Others re-

ized peoples of the earth.
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AUTO UNION ISSUES CALL FOR
GENERAL MOTORS CO0

Top Leaders Of Auto Union
Hemmed In From Two Sides

While UAW Board Honeymoons With “Defense’” Commission,
Bosses Make Hay, And Workers Press Board For Action

— S

Grace Carlson In
Chicago, Flint,
Detroit This Week

— o

Grace Carlson’s national
tour includes the following
lectures during  this coming
widlk i

CHICAGO:| “Hoosevelt  wvs,
Hitler—The Struggle for Em-
pire in Latin America.” Ham-
iltom Hotel, 18 South Dear-
born Si. Friday, January 3, 8
p.rm.

FLINT, Mich.: “The Right

Te Life” Carpenters Hail,
Pengelley Building, Tuesday,
January T, B p.m.
- DETROIT: “War By
Epring?”  Arcadia Building
35313 Woodward Avenue {Hall
'| 5), Thursday, January 9 8
B.m.

(S¢e complete schedule of
Comrade Carlson's tour, on
page 2 of this issae)
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most important role of any of the
tional deflense™ program. Like th
UAWYW Execulive Hoard is growing

aireraft industry,

was flinally (orust on the UAW
leaders by an indignant member-
ship.

The drive in the airerafl in-
dustry, officially launched almaost
a yvear age, has been vegelating
all this period.. But the Yultee

Labor Defends
Ousted Minn.

.| Carlson, candidate for U. 5. Sen-

the
beemn
another in 4 long and widening
seties yet to come. It will decide
nothing final, that decision rests
ahead, and rests with the victim:

Educator

Red-Baiters Attack
His ‘35 Appointment
Of Grace Carlson

5T. PAUL. Dee. 27—Grace
ator from Minnesola on  the
Trotskyite Anti-War Party Lickel
during the last elections, became
the storm center of the ouster
proceedings initiated by the re-
gelionary  ®tate administration
against John G. Rockwell, sus-
pended w=late commissioner of
edueation.

During a hearing on  Hock-
well's suspension  held hy  the
Siate Board of Edwucation yester-
day before a crowd of 350 people
in the State Office building audi-
torivm, M. Tedd Evans, assisiant
attorney-general representing
the stale hoard. quickly turned
the inguiry into an investigation
of Reckwells appointment of Dr.
Carlson in 1935 to a post in the
state educational department,
Comrade Carlson recently re-
signed the post to take up I'ull-!
time work for the Socialist Work- |
ers Party.

Evans opened 1he aftlack with
g question uag lo whether Rovk:
well knew that Groee CaFlasn had
attended & “Socinlist’” mecling in
Meow York.

“Yoa* answered Toockwell, 1
knew she was =oing Lo a Sovciulisl
meet ing.”

When Evans appeared Lo e
planning to open another line of
questioning, Tockwell wheeled an
wim and demanded:

“Why don't vou go ahead with
that? 1 would like to sec some

strike changed all of that. It
came like a flackh on the sceme
and in one day accomplished
more than the union officials had
pecomplished in one year. From
pnast o coast the aroused air-
craft workers, inspired by the
example of the Vultee men, are|
demanding union organization,

These organization campaigns|
face today more formidable oppo-
gitton Lthan even ihe General Bo
tors workers or the workers of
sinthe Siecl” cneouniered ihres
years ago. We are living in g
war peried, Hesldes the ordibary
hazards of unlon oveanlzation
when challenging industrial
piants, these drives, if paeshed to |
the pery end, lead fo @ direcd head-
an collizion beliveen (he wnion and
the entive Raascrell war nedeldde,
The Vullee sivike, involving one
of the smaller afd less fmporiant
avialion cotipanies, pave labor
grim warnivg of ihle ominous
condiltion.

Amd it 18 notl enly a question of
orgauising the vnorganized work-
ers and reising the presgent stan-
dards. Like beasis of prey, ihe
manslwctirers ave in (ol ory
againat fhe present condilions:
{he  A0howr week., the righl o
sivike., o, The manufacidrers
campaign Lo house-break fbe la-
bor movement is hitling on all
cight cylinders.

The VAW Excoulive Board lecls |

Hillman

By JOHN ADAMSON
DETHMT—=Murh to the embarazsment of its leadership, the
United Automobile Workers of America is beginning to play the

ing pressures of the Morgan-DuPont “Defense Commission™ whose
war program it supports and of the automobile workers, whose
union the war program undermines,

Against its own wishes the UAW leadership stands today at the
head of the two biggesi labor orpanization drives: Ford and the

The Ford drive, tossed and bandied about for over Lwo vears,

CIO wnions in the unfolding “na-
¢ top officialdom of the CID, the
uncomlortable under the conflict-

e ot Ureath oo its meck even
closer to home. The General Mo
Lors workers, comprising over one
ihird of the entire unlon mem-

-

'NEW CAFETERIA
ARE INDUCTED

| Ticket Pledge To

LOCAL OFFICERS

Leaders Of United

Carry Out Program

—

New York's Caleterin Work-
cr8, Laocal 302 of the Holel and

bership and, by every eonsidera-
tion, the maost.decisive and besi
organized sectlon of the unton, is
literally seething with dissatisfac-
tion, The Flint locals — Baick,
Chevrolet and TFisher Body—are
up in arms against the Interna-
tlonal for ils cowardly G. M. pal-
few and its viclopns sell-aut of the
Flint Fisher Body local. Thie Flegt-
wood and Cadivlac locals of The
troir are inslstently demanding
action o their months' old griev-
ances. The  Delreit Cheveoled
Forge local 1s taking a sirike vots
on oA WaZe cut goven s hamme
men. The Cleveland Fisher locni
Ia ealiing for immedlate negotia
tiona on a new confrmel.  Th
Flint Fisher local wanis Reother
removed g3 G. M. Director. Half
a doeen  "unanthorieed” depari-
menial sirikes have swepl thirongly
the Flinl and Detrolt G, M, plants,
ol et

Bt a shorl six monitbs age. Lha
G, M. workers apaihetleally ap-
prroved the preseol cowirmct. To-
day, Lhoy fecl the impact of tho
practical eonseqoences  of  Lhis
agreemont aud the Limid conser-
vative policy that Insplred it:-—
a mountatn of unsettled griev-
anced, endless delay, red tape and
buclk passing, demoralizatjon of
fbe unlon siewards, and ibe ro
jutraduciion of the muerdercus
speod-ap on the lnes. The G, M,
warkers are face o face with the

Restaurant Waorkers (AFL), ap
propriately eelebrated the holi-
day scason Monday mnight, when
they inducted into office the
uniled front slate which made a
clean sweep in the local’s elee-

NFERENGE

®

Follows Demand

Of Flint Locals

Conference Will Convene In Februﬁry;
May Initiate A New, Militant Policy

GM Council and Walter Heuther

demecratie means of  thrashing
aul the many problems now fac.
ing the GM workers, and to find
a wouy out of the prosent impasse.
These officers refused to aecepl
the offer of the REeuther-Thomas-
Addes-Frankensteen leadership to
hold a conference based on rep-
resentation only from local union
cfficers, They insisted on a deleg-
ated conferenee based on  per
capita, and thie alse was foreed

lion recentiy.
In victorious mood, the erowd!
of union members which packed,

feat of the red-baiting right'
wing. Their high spirits produced |
some unexpecied and amusing re-
sults, az when they vigorously
booed Lhe “impartial scbitrator,”
Ben Golden, why was an invited
gucst, One of the planks in the
united front slate's program was
a pledge to hold a referendum
of the membership on the aboli-
tion of the arbitration sct-up
Thoe eclebrants made cloar how
thoy were going bto vote!

The four speakers of the sven-
ing were the CGeperal Officer:
Just elected: Costaz Dritzas, Pre-
sident (United Rank and File
Club); Sam Kramberg (samc
groupl, Secretary-Troasurer;
Larry Phillips, General Qrganis-
cr (United Progressive Group):
amd Juan Awviles, Labor Chiel
fUnited Spanish Workers Club)

Dritsas  struck the keynobd
whon he spoke of the fight for e
better contract for the 16,000
members of the union., The pro-
gent  contract expires in :".111'1'1.

Kramberg  deelared that  the

new unyielding attitude of the
(Continued on Page 2) |

‘Groggy

In 2nd Round

to labor law vielalors.
Our readers will recall that,
Hillman peddled the bike all over

semblanee of procedure.”

Feang refarned o this Ting of
questioning, asking whether Kook
well had recommended Dre, Carl
son's appeiniment,

Rockwell answored that he Tl
and deseribed heor @s “the most
uperior and capable employe in
the deperimond.™

The ousier of Rockwell, insti
=wied by the fouranan haard ma
forits whoe are appointees of Lhe
ecaliopary Goverpor Slassen. i

an offort to  refalinle  aZaine
Bockwetl for hiz prolabor sxi-
natlhics. Tockwell eerved unnder

Hhe previeos Farmer Labor party
adminlgtration,

I, Carleon, leading  fzure
ground whom the stale board and
Stussen are atfempting to Justily
the ouster action againet HRock-

tour for the Socialist Workers
Party, starting in Milwaukes, Jun-
uary 2.

st A N il D

well, beging a national speaking

way while billions of war orders
Maltont, amd other open-shop
Wagner Aol violators, including
a *123.000,000 contracl to Ford

When {he sevond round opened.
kewever, Hillman appeared net-
tled by the tauntz of the ring-
side labor spectators, who kept
velling: “Stand still and fight.
bvou bum! Hillman therefore at-
tempted Lo carry the fight in the
second  round. opening with @
light left tap to the face: a pro-
lest Lo the War  Department
sgminst s new Ferd conlvact Tor
| £1.3467 500,

Infurjated by the temerily of
its opponent, the War Depart-
ment apened up with a velley of
right hooks that drove “Canvas-

By OUR SIMORTS EDITOR
A short hard-ravelling body blow had Sidney Hillman, so-
called “labor representative” on the Defense Commission, hanging
sh the ropes at the end of the second round of Hillman's nen-title
bout with the War Departmenil over the awarding of war orders

in the frat round, "Canvashack™
the ring, keeping well out of the
were granied to Belhlchem Steel,

—rrpr———r———

the War Department, issued De-
coember 27:

“ATter careful consideration af
the protest aguinst the award
provicusly made to the Ford Mo-
tor Company of a contract for
the production of 1,500 lighl re-
connalsmnes cars, the War e
partiment announced today that
the award Would be allowed
sland."” :

While hix handlers were works
ing frantically to revive Lhe semi-
eomgeinns Hillman in preparation
for the hird vound, e wos hesrd
to murmur  through  puffced-up
Fipe: "Don't that guy know this
fighil's supposzed Lo be fixed?"

Hillman looks in bad shape.
Betcha his seconds throw in the

back” to the ropes., The final
mighty belt, which had Hillman
Jaying half out of the ring.. was

| the following announeénient of | the start,

towel, Well he wag only a set-up
for the War Department, from

victory of the Uniled Union
Ticket showed that the workers
were prepared to struggle in de-
fense of their rights, cven in
these days of “national defense™

up ihe right to sirike.” ho said. |

Juan Avilea declared 1hat  he |
realized his r\rxpﬂ!'l'ki.lriljt:,' o do;
gll that canm he done Lo aid the
unemployed by equitable distri-
butien of joba.

Larcy Phillips began hiz speech
by honoring those forcign-born
militants, who justly belonged on
ihe platform as eclectoed officers.
but had been deprived of the
right to run for election by a
technicality which ruled them out
beeguse Lhey were mon-citizens.

Phillips laid special emphasis
on the tagzk of the union in rais-
ing the wages of the miscellan-
eons  (wnskilled) workers inm the

April  conlract. The  ilitand
fradition of Local 3002 was oo
tain to produce rousing  shop

siruzgles for a decept contrael,
Local 302 could now streggle
as nover befope, Phillips poinied
oul, For the new efficers had been
elected on & program soeking the
aholition of the artificial division
of the union in separate branch-
e divigion deliberately <reat-
wd by the racketecrs to keep the
new mrembers 1 Lhe chain cale-
terias sepavoled Trom  the old
militanis  in  the  independent

Palm Gardens célébirated This des|

through the Execotive Board
meating.
The February conference

should give the progressive mili-
tarts in the GM locals & good op-
portunity to veice a demand for
a policy of militunt action as
against the ultra.respectable
pelicy of Walter Reuther, who is
g2 busy playing the role of
Enudsen's “little helpes” in an
attempt to land himself a job in
the defense set-up, that he ean”l
find time to fight for union con-
ditions in (M.

WHY BOARD ACTED

The International Boacd as i
well known, is split inte  twe
cliques, On the one hand there is
the Reouther-Themas group, which
i loyal to Hillman and Roose-
v, and on the other hand there |
i5 the Addes-Frankensteen elique.
which thus Ffar has Followed @
policy dictated by John L. Lowis
indl i3 definibely leaning on Com
manist  Parly  support. Botl
aroups voted for Lhe infamown
it lase sirike™ policy. and botl
Sroups were instrumental in put
ting over the miscrable sacrific
of the 17 militanls in the Flin.
Firber 1 lockout zeveral weck:

HED.
On Lhe question of the GM con
ference,  howewveor, the Addes

Frankensleen group saw an op
partunity o gel at Waller Reuw
ther, and therefove supperted the

| ballyhoo. “Labor will never give | demands of the Flint locals for

a conference.

The truth s, however, thai
neither of these cliques have of
feved a program of action. They
will atbempl {o use the confer
ciee for their own eligue nter-
ests. AL the lep=t sipgn that th
rank and Ole i= pelling up on it
hind legs and heading for mili-
tant metion, these elique burean-
crats will unite against the rank
and file.

CONMFERENCE TASKS

For the progressive unionists
in GM. thiz conference means
mueh more than the petty poli-
fice of the Regtherz and  the
Frankensteens, It = an oppor-
tunity to make heard theiy many
prievapces spainst the company.
and againsl the do.nothing policy
of the leadershap.

The conference, first demanded

by Buick Local No. 389, is called
primarily to consider proposed
changes in the GM contracl
This demand of the Buick loval
has high-lighted the many faults
af the GM agreoment, which wis
eold  toe the membership  and
Fovecd upon them against (hei
beitder indgment, bub st the -
sisbepee of Rewther and the whal

stores. Mow the wnembers couwld
peally  join handz for common
struggle against the bosses.

It was clear from the spesches
ard the splendid morale of the
sudience that the bosses are in
for a fight when the new contract

negotiatisns begin.

exerative hoard,

The main questions involved ir
the meeded changes in the GM
comiract are the following:

1. THE STEWARD SYSTEM
This demand has been a constanl

desire of the rank and file, who

FLINT, Mich., Dec. 28—Repeated pressure from the ranks of
the Flint auto workers, who refused 1o accept the decision of the

denying a request for a General

Motors conference of the UAW, has forced the International Exeen-
tive Board to reconsider its position and to grant the membership
its.demand. A GM conference will be held the first week in February.

Members of the leading bodies of all Flint locals of the UAW
allended the Imternational Executive Board mecting last week in
Cleveland, and insisted there that they grani the conference as a&

realize that in the stéward zys-
tem they would have the most
adequate methed of representa-
tion of the rank and file, and pro-
vide a sound basiz for the settle-
ment of grievances in the huge
plants of GM. This demand has
always been shelved by the lead-
erehip with vague promises about
the futipre,

2. THE “D" LIST. In the GM
contract the company is still al-
iowed to employ out of seniority
a bunch of scisserbills and rela-

tives. These are used as a buffer

aguinst the union, and -givé a
place of special privilege to »
company dominated group. Tha
rank and file demands this “D*
list be abolished and all employes
hived and laid off according to
soeniority,

3. WAGES. Wages in GM have
not incressed o proportion- to
the needs of the workers. Today
riging prices and cost of living
demand higher wages. GM profita
continue to pour in by hundreds
of millions, The workers ¢an and
must get at least a 10 cent an
hour blanket increase. The Chrys- -
ler inerease in wages shows it
ean be done.

1. THESIX-MONTH CLAUSE.
The GM contract provides that
it employve’s seniorvity does nét
begin until he has been in_the
plant six months. This makes it
possible to hive a man, werk him
five months and three weeks, and
then lay him off, preventing him
fromy acquiring seniority. Tao
make ib possibtle for new workers
to get the profeciion of senjorily,
the militapts in the unjon are de=
manding a 30-day clause, so that
A new man  acquires  seniority.
after 30 days employment.

These are the main problems
of the. GM contract, Many other
queziions related to the contrack
will of course also be discussed at
the conference.

Progressive unionists are pre-
paring, in additien, to voice ques--*
tions at the conference concern-
ing union policy in general, Es-
pecially important will be the
question of the action of the Ex-
ecutive Board in the Fisher Body
1 dispute with the company, in
which the Beard, represented by

Reuther, Thomas, Frankensteen, _

and Addes, agreed to a vielous
solution with the eompany which
forecd four key militants out of
Lthe plant, took away their senior-
ity, and applied cextreme penal-
tiex on all the olher men invelved
in the dispute.

There will undoubtedly be de-
mands to oust Walter Reuther as
GM director of the UAW, Frank-
ensteen and Addes will, of course,
look faverably on Lhis for fae-

sl will have no hesitation in
bouncing Reuther if possible,- but
for ather reasans, To them Reua-
ther represents the cowardly
policy of inaction which has typi-
fied the whole board during the
la=t wear and more,

Whether Renther is ousted or
not, the rank and' file delegates
at the conference are determined
to throw eut his policy.

(The text of the resslotion

581, Fisher Body, appears on

page 2 of this isspe.)
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tional reasons, Progressivg uion- |

adopted by UAW Loerl No.
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