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FIGHT WITH THE
' SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

).  ON THE WAR FRONT:

B For:

L 1. Military training of workers, financed by the gov-
8 ernment, under control of the trade unions,

e Z. The cstablishment of special officers’ training
camps, financed by the government and controlled
by the trade unions, to train workera to become
. officers.

vl 3. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books
- to be open for trade union inspection.

; 4. Expropriation of all war industries and their
3 operation under workers' control,

army, i
6. Full equality for Neproes in the armed [orces—
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end 1o secrel diplomacy.
8. A peoples' referendum on any and all wars,

B b

" AT HOME:
o For:
¢ . 1. A job and decent living for every worker.

2, Thirty-thirty—330 weekly minimum wage—30
hour weekly maximom for all workers on all jobs.

3. 330 weekly old age and disability pension.

4. Full social, political and economic equality for the
Negro people.

d 5. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and

s fascist attacks,

g 6. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and
housing program to provide jobs for the unem-
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

=" 8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade .

Unions.
0 9. A Workers' and Farmers' Government.

Murray's Program

B President Phillip Murray of the CI0O has sent
to Roosevell a proposal for “maintaining contin-
. uous production” on war orders. The essence of
£ the plan is labor-employer boards in each industry.

'-h_ “ We are quite well aware of such differences as
§ - cxist between the outlook of Murray and John L
i ~Lewis on the one hand, and William Green dﬂd
£ Sidney Hillman on the other. The main differ-
2 ence is on the question of industrial unionism and
on that question, as we have often pointed out, we
’_ stand with Murray and Lewis aganst Green and
& Hillman, But on the question of "national de-
o fense” we find that all these four gentlemen see
eye to eve with each other.

r.--_‘ o

& - What does Green say? Addressing the quad-
& rennial convention of the Carpenters recently he
& declared: “We maintain that labor should be rep-
¢ resenled on every board created by this govern-

ment Tor the promotion of our defense program.”

What does Hillman say? At the €10 national
B convention Murray declared that there should be
“a labor-emplover board in every industry—sub-
" stantially the same proposal that Murray now has
t made officially to Roosevelt, Hillman answered
“ him: “We are ﬁ.larlmg on the course suggesied by
..]'lL1u1':|"|]r 0 it is the suggestion we set up de-
i fense industries commissions, we are on the way.
£ We arc right now setling it up in the shipbuilding
e industry and there will be an equal representation
foof labor and indusiry on that particular commis-
I sion ... We expect to do that in the aircraft in-
B custry as soon as we set it up in shipbuilding, and
githere will be representatives of labor.”

B And on November 30, Hillman announced the

:setl.ing up of a “shipbuilding stabilization com-
mntee along that line. And there's no reason 10
-:{::mhl that before he, Knudsen and Roosevelt are

ﬁm;-.hed they will have such commiilees in every

F industry. ‘lr‘i.hj.-r not? 1t's all to the advantage of
the employers and their government.

. So what's

the difference in views among Hill-

. B. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the

man, Green, Murray and Lewis on this basic ques-
tion® None that's visible to the naked eye,

Their proposal is as false as would be the pro-
posal to give half the seails on a union executive
board to the bosses. It's as false as would be a pro-
posal for setting up compulsory arbitration boards.
As a matter of fact, Hillman's actual boards—first
in shipbuilding, then elsewhere—constitute a major
step in the direction of compulsory arbitration.

We know that Murray and Lewis don't like the
anti-labor conseguences of such boards. Yet, re-
luctantly, without enthusiasm, Lewis and Murray
ended up by proposing 1o Roosevelt the formation
of such boards. That was inevitable, given the pre-
seni political outlook of Murray and Lewis. They
had to take some stand on the questions arising out
of war production. Only two main positions were
possible. Either they could, like Hillman and
Green, agree to class- collaboration with the bosses
and their government. Or they could declare them-
selves firmly as the defenders of the interests of
the working class against the bosses and their gov-
ernment. One or the other! The issue is now posed
on a razor edge and can't be evaded.

S0 Murray and Lewis have laken the same
stand as Hillman and Green. Because to take the
opposite stand means to launch the labor move-
ment on the road of independent political action,
on the road of a Labor Party. Because it would
mean that the working class should itself become
the power and the government of the country.
That's the only real alternative to the Judas role
of Hillman and Green. Everything in their past
and present, however, keeps Murray and Lewis
from adopting that alternative,

But the workers of the CIO don't have that
kind of past and present. Their catastrophic ex-
periences with the Hillman-Green-Murray-Lewis
position will inevitably drive these workers, for
their very salvation, to the read of independent
labor action.

AFL Bourbons

The AFL burezucracy, like the Bourbons,
learns nothing and forgets nothing. Its conception
of a good union man still is a fellow in one of the
sheltered and well-paying crafts who has worked
at the same trade for forly vears in the same town.
This stupid conception remains untouched by the
ll-vear catastrophic crisis which drove millions
upon millions from their trades and their towns.
It remains impervious to the inspiring fact that
the trade union movement has more than doubled
its membership in the last few vears, and that the
new members are the most militant and now con-
stituie the backbone of the Jabor movement.

How all this passes by the dull mind of an AL
bureaucrat is shown in the Dec. 17 issue of 1he
AFL Weekly News Service, in the column of
its editor, Philip Pearl. He brazenly undertakes
to defend the $300 initiation fee charged by the
Washington, ). C. local of the Inrernational
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, against the
complaint of a worker:

“In the first place, the only reasen this migrant
worker sought to join the union was because he
couldn’t get the {army construction) job other-
wise.,” MNote that smug, contemptuous reference to
a “migrant” worker. Workers who have to migrate
are just scum to Mr. Pearl. “If he had enough
skill to qualify him to become a member, the prob-
abilities are that he acquired his skill working in
scab shops as a2 non-union man.” So what, Mr.
Pearl? Five million good union men were non-
unicn men five years ago—and today they're bet-
ter wmon men than you are,

But then Mr. Pearl gets down to the meat of
the thing. “Fhe chief reason for muiliation fees is
te keep new members oul when there are nol
enengh jobs lo po around for the members already
m.” His idea of a wnion is a job trust. Keep all
the jobs for “our” boys, and to hell with every-
body else. To add insult to injury, alter keeping
the others out Mr. Pearl calls them men who
“acquired their skill working in scab shops.”

Mr. Pearl's policy meant, concretely, during
the years of mass unemployment, to drive out of
the unions the unemployed who couldn’t keep up
their dues, and to keep the unemployed out of the
unton. [t meant to set wp an impassable barrier
between the employed and the unemployed, pit-
tmg one agamst the other.

Precisely such a policy, pursued by the the
Social Democratic leaders of the German trade
umons, served to drive the desperate unemployed
into the arms of Hitler.

Fortunately, the CIO industrial union move-
ment has grasped the importance of uniting em-
ploved and unemployed and bringing all into the
unions, Fortunately, too, some AFL unions don't
set up impassable barriers against interested work-
ers. But this Bourbon cutlook of the AFL bureauc-
racy can still do great damage to the American
labor movement.
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Anaconda Copper Trust
Hits The Jackpot Again

It's Just Like It was In 1917—The Sky's The
Limit—It's Nice To Have Friends In Washington

The Anaconda Copper Mining
Company, and ita sobaldiavies,
which has a virtually complebs
monoply on the ownership amd
production of all copper in Ehe
United States, and controls no less
than 60 percent of the world sup-
ply, annoinced o consolidated met
profit of £24.241.675 for the first
nine months of 1940, This iz more
than & FT percend mrin in profits
over the 1938 ecorresponding pe-
riad,

It is ohvious thel

=

the Copper

tering ita preofiteering veoord of
the lasi war., Anaconda Copper in
nine months of 1940 made %3.438.-
K05 more profit than it did for
the whole of 1918, The net take
for 1918 was F20.802.870. By the
end of the presenlt year, Lthe iolal

Trusl is continuing and even bet-)

copper profits wilt far surpasa the
1917 tolal of 25,203,761

What ihis monuvmental profit-
epring veally means in terms of
the influence of the Copper Trust
over Lhe present Administration
can only be realized when we con-
glder how Anaconda Copper garn-
ered  ile  lesser profits  during
World War No. 1,

TOOL OF TRUSTS
HEADS WAR BOARD

Heading the War Indusiries
Board, which had dictatorial cons
trol over'all industry and govern
ment purchasing during the lase
war, wag Bernmrd M, Haruch,
Bariech waz a speculater in cop-
per stocks who was given his
gtart i the brokerage businoss
by James Keene, a confidential
vroker for J, P, Morgan and

Company. Baraeh made his fArst
Lig plle in the Amalgamated Cop.
pur manipulations of the Morgan-
contralled National City Bank out
af which came the Anaconda Cope
per trust, In 1804, Barwch e
came & confidential broker lor the
Guggenheim interesta which had
conirol of Anaconda Copper,  As
chalrman of the War Industries
Board, thiz tool of Movgan anil
Guggenhsim , spent  government
funds at the rate of 510,000,000,
00 gl by,

Baruch wasg ably assisted in
cleaning up for 1he copper Lrust
by Jolin [ Ryan, president of
the Anaconda Copper Corporation,
who was Assistant Secretary of
War ander Woebdrow Wilson, and
head of the copper buving com-

war miaterial, forr 16 2.3 cents a
pound.. The combine was known
#s United Metals® Selling Compa-
ny, with Rran as president. From
ithig combine, the government dur-
ing the war bought 523,338,735
pounds of copper of o total of JBE,
258,674 pounds purchased.

The average cost of producing
copper, according to the Grahim
committes’s findings. was § 1o 12
cents per pound,  Bul by Oclobey
13, 1815, when the govermment
made its second greal coppor pur-
chage of the war, the price charg-
ol was 3% cenfs, and advanced
to 26 cents by June 15, 1018, Cop
per profits l"-ﬂl'lE'll‘:l.l from 33 to more
than 200 pereant,

From 1516 to 1920, the Navy De-
partment did tremendous pureh-

mitlee of the War Industries
Hoavd.

After the war the Houze of Rep-
rezentatives sel up a specisl com-
mities, headed by William J. Gra-
ham of Tllinois, to Investigate the
war-profits scandals, The evidones
of this committes Alls 21 massive
volumes, and Includes overwhelms
tng proof of the geaft, eoccuplion
and gigantic thievery of Anaconda
Copper in conjunction with the
Eoverninani,

HOW THEY SQUEEZED
THE GOVERNMENT
Among the findings of the Gra-

- ham commiliee was Lhe fact that

just {wo weeks before Wilson sont
hiz war message Lo Congress on
April 2 1817, Byan and Haruch
had arranged a monopoly combi.
natlon of all eopper producers to
gl o the govermment 45000000

pounds of copper, an indlspensable

asing, including n great deal of
copper, ‘The Assistant Secretary
of the Mavy, who had continunous
Important deplfngs with Baruch
und Ryan, was a young fellow
named Franklin D, Hooseveld,
The press on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 28 of this year gives [ronl
page notice to the fact that Hoos-
evelt had “lunch™ with Baruch
just prier fo an important special
secrel wonferenee of the Presidem
with the heads of the War and
Navy depariments and the Na-
tional Defense Commiszion, Al
though the present incredible pro-
fis of Amaconds Copper are evie
dence enough, this luncheon Léte
it=téte Lops off the proof that Roos
cvelt 18 not forgetting his  old
time friends like Barney Baruch.
S0 much for Anaconda, the
isame slovy can be told aboui all
the other big frosls.  War—it's

wonderful—{or the @bl eats.

Latin-American Masses
Fear Uncle Sam’s “Aid”’

By QUEBRACHO
BUENOS AIRES (By Mail)—

The anmouncement in New York
that the Uruguayan government
WHs preparing to consider &on-
struction of air and naval bases
at the mouth of the Rio de la
Plata, in conmivance with the
United States, produced a sensa-
tion in this part of the continent.

In a recent interpellation in
the TUruguayvan Senate, Foreign
Minister Guani said that alveady
in June a U. 5, military comimis-
shon had visited Uruguay to sur

nobody here knew of the exist-
enge of this commission; only
now has the Uruguayan governs
ment said a word about it. What
i5 More: every TUMOr concerm-
ing this possibility of such buses
—rumors  which alwavs came
from  the United States—have
been categorically denied by Cor-
dell Hull and the South American
govermments, The game is now
elear: Ltheze rumors were luunch-
od as trial balloens in order to
aseccugtom the peaple of our coum-
tries to the idea of having Yan-
kee imperialism  installed i oa
series of Gibraltars in  Soulh
America.

Despite this  preparation  the
apnouncement noew made about
projected bases at Lhe mouth of
the Rio de la Plata, a few miles
from Bucnos Aives and Montevi-
deo and controlling the most vital
rene of the South Atlantic, has
deeply moved our people. The in-
numerable organs of publicity
comtrolled by Yankes fmperialism
—which arc operated herve in
truly amazing number, increas.
ing all the time—have exhausted
all meihods o convipes the
mazzes of the wecessity of in-
stalling such bases against the
“MNazi danger”. and that the bas-
es will be built “without affect-
ing in any way the soversignty
of the countries invelved.” In
spite of all this propaganda, che
uwneasiness of the public caanot

viey favorable sites for bases. Vet

want to appear as a partisan of
Nazi-fascism.

The press and organizations
here which serve the Axis powers
have of course hastened to raise
again their “anti-imperialist™
banner, filling this city with post-
ors against the cession of these
bases, accusing the Truguayan
government of “tresson,”  and
pointing to the danger of per-
mitting Yankee imperialism to
control the mouth of the Rio de
Ia Plata.

The Chilean government has
felt it necessary to declare that
it iz not considering the possibil-
ity of coding bases to the United
States, while a representative of
official eircles haz declared him-
self flatly opposed to such cos-
siums,

For its part, the Urnguayan
Senate, after interpellating Min-
mster Guani, made a declaration
gimilar to that of Chile, although
in this case {he action lozes wiaeh
of s weight =mnee 1t waz in-
spired by the “Herrovista™ party,
which iz linked to Nazi-foseism.
(Since this article was wreitten,
the three Herrerista ministors
have vesigned from the Urugnuwy-
an cabinet in protest against the
pegotiations for basos.—Editor,)

The Avgentine governmen®
hiz as yeb said nothing, although
it is known here that aceeptance
of the plans for “continental de-
fonse"—i.e., cession of buses on
the southern eomnst, in Patagonia
—is the condition demanded for
granting the 3$100,000,000 lsans
ond arranrements for commearce,
mow  heing negotinied in Wasgh-
ington by our Prebisch mission.
If that condition is agreed to,
there will be a great public ont.
ery, especially in the srmy and
wavy, which may well be taken
udvantage of by the Nazi-faseisks,
However, everything indicates
ithat Wall Streel is going to wove
with extreme caution and ad-
vange anly little by litlle itz plan
for economic and mililary dom-
itationn of South America. Cors

be soothed away, even though
thiz uneasiness often fears Lo gx-
press itself because L docsn't
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NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATIONS

dell Hull has declured for the
hundredth time that the proposed

eveignty of the South American
countries, The bases would be un-
der the controel of the South
Amevican countries which would
construct them, and which would,
only in ease of external aggres-
giom. put them at the disposition
of the other nations of the con-
tinent, ineluding, forscoth, the
United States. In  veturn, the
aouth American warships would
be able to utilize the buses of
the United States—I needn't un-
derline the comical aspect of this
“in return.”

When all factors ave taken in-
to consideration, it is easy to seo
that, in spite of the great un-
easiness shown by the people at
the announcement ahout the bas-
es, the projeet will go forward,
That is already stated by General
Baldomir, President of Uruguay.
in spite of the contrary vote in
the Senateo.

The ever-greater campaign of
the “domocratic” press of this
continent, in the service of Yun-
kee imperialism, will make in-
roads in convincing public apin-
iom that opposition to these plans
iz the exclusive work of totali-
tarian propaganda and that all
those whe don't support it are
members of the “Alfth column”
In this way they will be able to
castvate, for the present, the pat-
riotic impulse of the South Ame-
rican people. Im this way they
will stifle the voice of the revo-
lutionary workers by identifying
them with Nazi-fascism and dis-
eredited Stalinism. And the South
American people will aceept with
clenched teeth, as a “lesser evil”,
the open or covert installation of
Yankee imperinlam on our
Coasts,

Until they awake Lo the re- |
alization that, through the treas.
on of their governing classes,
this step means the chaining of
vur peoples to the war machine
of the United States and onr en-
slavement by that which will be
the most brutal imperialism of
all times, Wall Btrect imperial-
fsni.

Lases wwill nol affect the sowv-

November 25, 1940

:'Shachtman Takes
;Chair Vacated By

‘ Professor Burnham

i

By JOSEPH HANSEN

The announcement of Max Schachtman in the Das
eember issue of his New Intermational that he has '
been led “to abandon the position that Russia iz a
workers' state,” will come as a surprise to no one who
has Tollowed the development of the petiy bourgeols
group to which he belongs, Shachtman haz only
mosved over to the position occupied by his ex-client,
Professor Burnham, before the latter abandoned the.
"umuhul‘ the working class for the camp of the bours
geoisie,

It will be recalled that Burnham for some vears
held the view that the Soviet Union is not a workers”
state. Nevertheless so long as the Franeo-Soviet pact
endured he found it possible to defend the Sovieb
Union uwnconditionally against imperialist ;

attaclkjy
With the switch of Stalin into the orbit of I-g?ﬂ%-‘
marked by the signing of the Nazi-Soviet pact, Barm-

hawn found he could no longer defend the Ewiﬂ
Union.

Like Burnham, Shachtman now finds that "d-a.- .
velopments in the world situation occasioned by tl‘l_ll..—
Second World War raisez to the forefront once more,

the Russian Question.” That is, in response to the

pressure of the war-mongering imperialist bourgesi- . :

sie, he haz decided that this is the time to revise all

the earefully worked out analyses of the Soviet Union

I-I'_"‘"'.*. .

accomplished by the Fourth International in peace- r

tinee,
Like Burnham, Shachtman finds

eover until after the war broke out. In thizs delay
Shachtman again demonstrates his dependence upon
Burnham uz theoretician and underlines what was
pointed out by Trotsky during the faction struggle
with the petty bourgeois epposition, that Burnham
wag its ideological leader, Shachtman his attorney,
In promulgating his views on the e¢lass nature of
the Seviet Union, Burnham was extremely cantious:
“The reling stratum of the Soviet Union does not cons
stitute a crystallized bourgeois class in the traditional
sense, nor cun b be predicted with assurance whether
its evolution in the future—even if uncheckeod—will
be toward such crystallization,” New that Burnham.
is no longer present to indicale to Shachiman some
of the implications of his views, Shachtman findg it
possible to plunge head over h-_rn'!s down the logical
course of Burnham's position, ic., that there is an
entirely new ruling class in the Soviet Union., “The
old crap was revived—in a neow, unprecedented,

hitherte-unknown form, the rule of a new bureaucra-

tic class.™
In arriving at Burnham's position on the class :l'm._-'t

ture of the USSR—“a new ntlempt at revising - thés

TR
that “Russia’s .0 "¢
role in the war om the side of German Imperialism *
only emphasizes fundamental trends inherent under®
Stalin’s Regime,” trends which Shachtman, however, |
unlike the move perspicacious Burnham, did not dis-

-'J-

3

class theory of the state” as Trotsky remarked ql;%!“"‘?

precisely this position #n 1987—Shachtman 751
himself almost exclusively on Trotsky's analyses uf:"

the Soviet Union. Just as J. K. Johnson considers
Trotsky “one of the most powerful agents of social

dynamics who has lived in this or any other time”

only te conclude that Trotsky was a political idiot, so
Shachtman says of Trotsky that “Noboedy has even
approached him in the scope and depth of his con-

tribution. to understanding of the Soviet Unien™ only -

to eonclude: “The traditional view of the (Fourth)
International on the class character of the USSR
vests upon a grievous - theoretical error.” Trotsky, a
Marxist on the level of Marx, Engels, Lenin, was un-
able to arrive at a correct determination of the class
nature of the Soviet Union! Apparvently Shachtman
considers Trotsky a theoretical idiot.

Shachtman bolsters his arguments with numerous
quotations from Trotsky's works, It is only necessary
to pul these quotations back inte their context hows
ever Lo see that cach one of them refutes Shachtman
ab every tuwrn. Even more damaging to Shachtman is
the fact that Trotsky answered long Bg0 every one
of the avguments that are now brought out as somes
thing mew by Shachtman. If one merely listed the
points which Shuchtman attempts to establish, a com.
pletely evushing answer could be given him simply
by counterposing Trotsky’s previous answers to the
revisionists whe stood a fow years age where Shacht-
man stands now. Two articles alone of Trotsky's writ-
ten in 1987: “Once Again: The USSR and its Dee
fense,” and “Not a Workers' and Not a Bourgeois
Stute?™ published in Internal Bulletins Nos. 2 and 3

of the SWP answer every onc of the essential argu=

ments now ratsed in 1940 by Shachtman,

“The touchstone of a revelutionary political leads
er is the question of the state,” Trotsky remarked in
iz History of the Russian Revolution. Belutedly
Shachtiwan has provided another vemarkable demon-
strution of the importance of this dictum in working
cluss politics..

In the January 1938 issue of The New Interna-
tional, Shachtman himsell aptly chuvacterized the
stale dish he now serves up as an innovation: “At
bottom, the ultra-leftist pesition on the Soviet Union
which denies it any claim whatsoever to being a
workers' state, veflects the vacillations of the petty-
bourgeaisie, theiv inability to make a firm choice be=
tween the camps of the proletariet and the bour-
geoisie, of reveolution and imperialism.” .

The next logical step of Shachtman's development
in the wake of Burnham is, like hiz former elrent, io
make a firm choice,

Dec. 31—9 p.m, Ulilil All Hours
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