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= R WITH A WHITEH BKIN
éﬁuﬁgﬂ'l' EMANCIPATE ITEHLF
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACE
SHEIN 15 BRANDE KARL

‘Th
Negro Struggle

By ALBERT I'ARKER

The Hampton Institute

Conference

To understand what happened at the mueh
publicized Conference on the Participation of Lhe
Negre in National Defense, held last week at
Hampton Institute, Va., it is necessary to un-
derstand the reason the conference was held and
the things it set out to do.

As 5 full page advertisement of the Institute
put it, “Defense Conference Marks New Era.
Symbolic of a new era ahead for Hampton was
the two day conference... Nationally known
aathovities, both Negro and white, concentrated
theie thoughts on specific programs of both im-
mediate and long time value on how the Negro
may best serve the country in the interesis of
toda]l defenze and matienal waity, Their discus-
sions covered comprchensive subjects—Military
and Naval Defenze, Industry, Family Life, Labor.
The Consumer, Youth, Education, Business, The
Presg, Morale and Mental Hygiene, Agriculture,
Public Health, Housing, Recreation and Reli-
gibm..."

o It should be clear from the above statement
that these “nationally known acnthorities” were
ipterested in “serving the eountry”—i.e, the
bosses of this country—not in serving the inter-
este of the Nepro people who get such a raw
denl in this country.

- That the government itself did not see in this
body any serious threat to its publicly announced
and earefully worked out policies of Jim Crow-
ism in the armed forces was made clear in the
statement of Hoosevelt himself, the author and
executor of these policies:

* Tt iz heartening to know that in this time of
strezsz and strain, when the whole nation is en-
lﬂued in a mighty effort to gird itself against
any challenge which a mad world may hurl at i,
you.,.are to hold a two-day conference on the
participation of the Negro in nationel defense. ..
There could be ne finer manifestation of the
loyalty of the Negro, no mere fitting rededica-
tion of himself to the cause of America, than the
eonference which you are holding."”

This iz Roosevelt’s nice and flowery way of
saying: Go ahead, hold your conference, it will be
héartening 1o me because by and large what you
will do will help to get the Negroes to support

my War program.

Whituwushm the Bosses

cThe highlight u.f a speceh by Aubrey Wil.
liams was an attempt to set the Negro againsh
the trade union movement:

“Look at the Negro in the labor field. Negro
youth' is faced with the same difficulties that

==

_whité youth faces, but added to them are the

prejtdiced barriers set up by many enploytss’
" afd the discriminatory practices set up by the

~~labor and trade unions. What is the result?
" QOnly 2% get skilled jobs as against 8% for white

'&-?.

-y

youth— less than 10% get semi-skilled jobs
against 20% for white youth., And when they do
get full-time jobs, the Negro youth averages 49
hours a week for a wage of $8.75, while the
white youth averages 44 hours for a wage of
$15.71."

Williams thus places the full blame for in-
dustrial discrimination against Negroes on the
union movement as such, without botheving to
indicate that this is not true of the CIO move-
ment, and not true about many AFL unions. In
this way, he whitewashes the forces chiefly ree-
ponsible for discrimination in industry: the bess-
eg who own and control the factories that Jim
Crow or exclude colored workers. And he white-
washes the government which, if it wanted to,
r:nu:ld eagily have passed a law denying war con-
t.i-q.el:a to those factories that diseriminate against
Hegmr:s.

T Yei, some trade union leaders ave guilty of
.]'im.ﬂrnwhm, and we of the Socialist Warkers
Party have pointed out again and again that this
ean be corrected only by persistent and organ-
ized mection of the progressive white and Negro
members of the union movement,

Williamz hag a lok of nerve ta'lkmg ahout
gomeone else when he himself enforces a policy
of segregation in the NYA, of which he is ad-
ministrator, a poliey which setz up *“white pro-
jects” and “Negro projects” and does mot per-
mit mixing of the two races on any NYA pro-
jeet, even in the North where many of the white
ahd Megre youth whom he separates used to
attend school together.

" "The Nationally Known

Authorities”
Az for the round-table sessions of the “au-

- thorities,” they were not much better.

Az an example, consider the “authorities”
seheduled to sit and solve the problems of the
ﬁegm on *Industry and Labor"™:

One administrative assistant of the National
Defense Advisory Commission; one superinten-
dent of the Ford Industrial School; one director
of the Department of Secial Sciences, Fisk
University: one representative of Hampton In-
stitute: three offieials of the Urban League; one
race rolations officer, Personnel Division, Fed-
eral Works Agency; and one representative of
" the Bureau of Employment Seeurity.,

That means; zero representatives of the trade
union movement, and =zero working men or
women, present.

Yet, whatever else it might do or aveid doing,
however much it might desire to curry favor
with Rooszevelt, there was one thing this con-
ference could not avold doing, and which served
to expose Roosevelt: it had to adopt a resolution
dpposing Roosevelt’s anti-Negro poliey in the
grined forces and to ask for an ond to certain
phuea of policy. It wasn't a very strong resslu-
tion: om the contrary, it was weak, inadequate

i

.givd vague—but it shows wp Roosevelt because
“he will not end Jim Crow in the armed forces.

{Another article on the Hampton Conference
~will appear next week.)

Any draftee can safely tra
ficer’s

18, only 16000 came from the

education, “proper™  baekgrommnd,
and “lepderalip” experience (pat-
Ly bosses in civil Jife). The odds
againat any dralted areker gol-
ting out of the class of these who
shine the second-lHenienant's boots
are many thousand o one.
The vuling class, two years he
fore Amerien's entey inle the last
war, had alrendy established the
plan for a saullclent supply of
boaz-minded officers despite any
gndden and huge expansion of the
army. ‘I'hls was the Plattshurg
Coamp movement, which on a na-
tional scale became the Military
Training Camps Asseciatio,

A CLASS DRGANIZATION
The Platieburg camps. or ds the
War Department now frankly
torms them, the “Business Men's
Tralnlng Camps,” were and arve a
private system of millitary traine.
ing ecampa run by and for busi
negs men, with the material aid
and official endorsement of the
War Department,

It is from these private traln-
ing camps, limited exclusively to
members of the boss elass, that
the bk of the officers for the
new deaft army will eome.  On
Auvgust 11, in a message ta the
largest camp group at Plattsburg,
M. Y., from which the movement
as a whole derives its name, Pres-
jdent Roosevelt made clear the
central role of these camps as f
sauree of officer personnel, when
he stuted that “On the Founda-
tion of the Platizshurg camps of
1915 was built the struoetore of
thoze camps of instruction which
gervied so successfully to provide

berth Tor a nickle beer without feeling he has tossed away
any reasonabie, or even probable, opportunity,

The present officer selection system embodies in a perfecte:d
form the methods developed during the World War period. Of
the 136,000 commissioned offlicers who ruled this army in 1917-

were carefully selected on the usual army criterin of “superior”

SOCIALIST
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They Have Their Plattsburgs

de his chances of gaining an of-

ilraftee ranks, and |1'|qu ol llw-u.

organization. Tts membership now
consists of 65,000 officers, ineluwd-
ing those il trained daring the
Vorld War, Allthough lll.'ll'l‘!l‘l!'lall}‘
a  prlvate organization. it [une
tiong entively in conjunetion with
the War Depariment.

The revival of the
camps in preparvation for the com-
fng war was announced by the
War Department on June 15, The
Aew York Times headlined
annonneement, “Army  Troaining
for Dusimess Men."” The announes-
ment was colncident with the op-
ening of ithe drive to_ establish
mwiversal conseription.

The boss class rallied ot once,
Applications for admission to the
camp at Plattsborg, N, Y., poured
in.

On Jane 1% the N, ¥, Times
wyole of ihese boss-class recrails;
“An expressed recognition of the
danger now Maeing an unprepared
United States browvght Lhem {rem
hanks, brokerage houses, public
affices, (he bench, industries, low
flrms, and universities, i= a sort
of patriotic *Whe's Who'.""

A "CROSS-SECTION™
=RUT NO WORKERS
“Thoae whe applied”™ reported
the Times on June 23, "continued

Platishurg

1l |

to vepresent o crosg-sectiom  of
American life—bankers, brokers
and clerks, physicions, lawyers,
wrilers, crafismen. and scholars™
A crosssection of American life
—=withoeut a =single worker or
Tavimer!

The Military Tralning Camps
Afsociation leaves Jlﬂll!lllg‘ o
chance when it comes o the selec
tion and approval of applicants,
It operales on 4 plan of aelection
which it terms "impartial,” Three
nieh of wide busimess and mélitary
experionce  review  the  applica-
tions.

This

Timez, June 20, as follows:

professional o labor flelds, ‘as
evidenced by their positions’.”
The "bmpartiglity” of the plan
consisted of the technical inclu-
gion of “labor leaders,”” Bul even
o Bill Green or o Matthew Wall
would have heenm as acceptable as
Uncle Tom at & dinner of Sowth.
orn Bourbons,

Almost all the succezsful appli-
cants were college graduates, the
conlinuation of the tradition ca-
tablished by the first Plattsburg
camp in 1915, Harvard, Yale and
Princeton, the most exclusive of
the colleges, pmvld-&d Lthe largest
percentage.

PLATTSBURG ‘DEMOCRACY --
ITs ALL IN FUN

Training at the revived Platts-
barg camp bogan on July 6

“impartial®” plan of seles
tion was described by the K. Y.
“The
selection of soeeessful applicanis
{was) prescribed by the War De-
Ipariment solely on the basis of
Lheir eduwexiion, their experience,
and their leadership in business,

It’s Time the Workers Got Wise, and Demanded W ORKERS’ Plattsburgs

By EUGENE VARLIN

wrole, “The idea of a son of the
Rockelallers making his own bed,
a United States jusiick peeling po-
tutoes, A college professor woalting
on talle and a high-goal polo play-
er polishing his own shoce may
gound rather fancifol, but this all
ook place .. . " And in the pres-
ence of photographers, of course,
It was all a lot of fun, like & com-
bined Boy Scoul camping trip and
slum  Lour, Im the army, of
couree, these gentlemen, ae offi-
cerg, will have ike workers to do
the divty werk,

The theme of “democracy” re-
eeived quite a play in this same
Tinies  article. The Plattsburg
camps are described as “the great-
el leveler demosracy can prod-
duee |, . Living, sleeping and est-
ing with men..{whose)} thowghls
and civil viewpolnt may be the
dinmetrienl opposite of yours.,.
all adds ap to the greatest’ game

of giveand-take this  world
knows,"

Juat how far ithis “giveand-
take” extended woas deseriled in

Lthe Christian  Selence Monitor
Weekly of Aug. 24 as follows: “Lit-
tle Lrouble woas had, One agitator
with ideas which swung widely
ta the left . . . was guickly elil-
minated. A couple of ‘fellow Lrav.
ellers” whoe had gotten ints Lhe
cpmp by
given an immediate dromhead
court martial by Lheir tenimates
and that settled their stalus.” The
greateat leveler democracy can
prodiues !

Such are the men and ihe class

who will vale the draft army.
Hosses and labor-halers, to whom

The M. ¥, Times correspondent |

misrepresentation were |

the lives and welfare of ithe ecom-
mon soldiers mean less than dirl.

Thelr only qualifications [ov
leading men under condilions of
war ig their training in exploiting®
labor,

THEY HAVE THEIR CAMI'S;
LET'S HAVE OURS!

Any ordinary worker, trained
an the picket lines of the elass
struggle, is a thousand times more
qualified to lead workers under
conditiona of war than any eapi-
talist Boss, And infinitely moee
quailfled, by virtue of mechanical
training and machine work, to
operate and direet modern mill-
tary weapons and equipment.

Just ag the bozses have their
own private military training amd
officers training campz, =0 the
workers muslt demand and estab-
iish their own military fraining
ayslem, controlled and directed by
their own organizations. the trade
unions.

Just as the workers oppose
Bozs exploitation in indestey, s0
they must fight against boss ex-
plaitation in the miitary apherve.
Under condltions of wniversal
militarizm, war and eapitalist ros
action, it would e foolish for the
workers to acorn milltary traln-
ing and modern arms. But 5o
long as the hkases rum the army,
it will be uzed In thelr intercsts
and againet the worlers,

We can take o lesson from the
bosz class however. They have
their F'Iﬂ.l.l.-‘ih'l.i'l'ﬁi We, the wark-
ing elags, must have orr Plaiis-
burgs, — Workers Platisburgs —
under the control of ihe Trade
Unions!

the officers essential for ihe
manning of our World War fore-
es two years later.”

Roosevelt was veferring to the
Officers Training Camps, moedel-
led on Plattsburge, and which pro-|
vided 809 of officers in the last
WA

The Plattaburg camp idea was

firgl praposed in 1915 by the no:|.

torious repctionaries, Cornelios H.
Wickerasham, Theodore Roosevell,
Jr, and Homilton Fish. Jr., in
a meeting at the exclusive Har-
vard Club.

Foregeeing Amerien’s enbry into
the war, and the expansion of the
armed forces far beyond (e polint
whers West Point and the small
Regalar Army could sopply eof-
fickent “reltable” officers, the first
congern of these gentlemen was
io assure an ndegquale supply of
boss-class officers,

1 & pamphlel published Ly 1he
Military Training Campus Asso-
clation in 1916, the purpose and
rode of these camps was clearly
indiented: “The suceess of ...
last summer’zs camps at Platts.
burg for business and profes-
sional men has demonstrated the
effectiveness of a short and in-
tensive course of military train-
ing in helping to gqualify educat-
ed men to fill the great deficiency
in eommissioned officers  that
would arise in case of nationzl
emergency,”

The bankers and bosses every-
where were quick o grasp Lhe
idea, and camps like the one at
Mattsburg were soon establizhed
throughout the country.

REVIVED IN 1940 -

FOR THE SAME PURPOSE
The Military Training Camps
Associailon, ovganized in Febre-
ary 1916 by the veterans of the
first Plattsburg eamp, continues
today as a powerful quasi-militavy

thor of & play entitled, “The Kowv.
T
staged by the Gorki State Thea-

preeted with  ecstatie,

—when suddenly Kolkov's master-

By JOHN G. WRIGHT
The new, silent purge is pruning the ranks of the Kremlin's
most pampered and fabulously-paid servants—"the, creative ar-
[ramatisis and scenario writers have suffered the heaviest

lists.”
casualties,
Apparently-the formulas fo

vary depending upon the individuals and circumstances in-
Thus the Komsomel and Trade Union bureaucracies

volved.
were decimated under the formu
nikt (loafers, scoundrels who eat

But the formula for the intellectuals is:
Trotsky suggested that the epoch of Soviet Thermidor will go

into history of artistic creation |
pre-eminently as an epoch of
mediocrities, laureates and
toadies. According to Stalin,
the designation should be cor-
rected 1o read—slanderers.

The slanderer of the month
((ctober) la ona 5. Molkov, au-
Family.,” Thir play was
tre, the tnitial perfonnances were
if sleredgs
iyped, reviews, scores of olber
theatres rushed producltion plans

plece was deflated. On Oetobor
13 PProvda indicted his play o
“Slander Against the Soviet Fam-
ily,” damned the Gorki Theatre
for befouling ite stage with i, and
generally berated all the “respon-
gible” people for approving s
production, Not one among them,
lamented Prowde, showed “Lhe
lepst sign of political perspicac-
ity, not one aaw in this play fnlse-
hood and distortion of Soviel real-
’L&,_Il

Pravdg dwells in deiall on Kaol-

Stalin Purges His Playwrights

Writing Plays In Stalin’s Domain Is Dangerous Occupation

r the 1940 edition of the purge

la of begdelniki and darmoyed-
the bread they haven't earned).
klevetnik: (slanderers).

their ten year old  son, Mltj-‘a.
whom they both love passlionately.
The parents sguabble all (he Clme,
egpecially over the upbringing of
their boy., Mitya, speiled by his
mother, neglects his studics, but
father always get glowing réeports
about his son's progress in school.
A crisis  ensucs when Rolkov
learng on returning from a pro-
longed stay in the provinces that
Mitya has been kept back another
year fn the same grade. His wife
ulilizes the opportunity for carey-
ing out a long contemplated plan.
Gatherlng her possessions  and
Mityn she leaves Kovrov in favor
of o mutual friend, the jurist Dae-
roveky, another parly member,
and this newly constituted fam-
Ny  immediately “deparis to a
summer resorl.” Kolkov falls il
from worey about the education

Kolkov, the aulhor, obviously fali
himsell & champlon of (he "Soviet
Family," and must have made
gnre of adhering vigldly 1s the
ling of "Bolshevik sell-critijeism™
ag lald down by Prawla. It is
equally unguestionable that the in-
numerahle right-thinking amnd
“responsible” people who passed
Lthe revipt wviewed I in the same
highly moral light, Praovda itsell
not 56 very long ago featured much
more embarassing family comipti-
citlong and used Lo write editor.
inla on education Tfrom which Kol-
kov's here undoubiedly quoted
wholesale, In wain! By (he time
Kolkov had finished his play, an-
techambered all the people who
mattered, obtained all ithe Indis-
penzable approvals, in short by the
tire his play reached the stage,
life and its problems had aliered
beyond rvecognition, &t least in
Pravda’s eyes.

MNew policies demand new playe.
Small wonder, that Kolkov's play
iz, as the French say mildly, wial
o propes {(evil (o the purpose.] For
instance. the prominent characters
are mostly married party mem-
bers, and at the same time all the
families in ihe play withowt ex-
caption break up. Even GCavrik,
the honeless walf, iz a by-product
of a broken home, Hiz father

of his son, End of Act One.

The next seens lakes place in
f eouriroom. In it Kavrov delie-
eres a very long apeech which obe
vliously exssperated Provde. He
“laghes a8 un-Soviet the edoca-
tional methods of child raising

kov'es opus. The main chavacters
in the play are Koveov, engineer
and party membeér; hig wife, Olga
Alexandrovna, & parly member;

Unions Back Campaign
For Refugee Relief

A joint campeign Lo aid politi-
enl refugees is now being con-
ducted by the International He-
lief Association and the New
World Resetilement Fumd,

The International Hellef Asgo-
clation fa the oldest anti-fascist
lakar velief organization in thia
country. For fonrteen years it has
rendered  invaluable service to
anti-fascist fighters abroad. It is
now helping politically endanger
ed refugees in Sweden, France,
Portugal to gel visas for countries
on thin side of the Atlantic; pro-
viding them wilh the necessary

funde for travel: and sending
them monthly aid,
Almest all of these reflugees

have no other organization to
help them. They are the ondin-
ary huamble people, penniless, nn-
known, bul the mosi courageouns
figtlers against readtion, The
LE.A. takes pride Iin  helping
these heave men  and  women
whoge records in  their native

them 1o more than a econcenira.
tion eamp in France or Germany.
Charles A. Beard s honorarvy
chalrman of the LR.A.: Freda
Kirchwey jis ireasurer,

The New World Reselllemient
Fund fs working to resettle the
[nmilies of Spanish antl-Fasciats,
now interned in France, in a oo
operative colony it has established
in Ecuador. Oswald Garrison Vil
lard is National Chairman; Mar=
garel DeSilver Treasurer of the
Fund.

Thizs campaign {8 endorsed and
supperted by many leading trade-
unions, including the Amalganst-
ed Clothing Workers, ILGWTU, and
by fraternal organizations such as
the Workmen"s Benefit Fund,

followed by Olga Alexandrovna,
he tallks at length abouk Commmn-
izt views on the family .. . . in
ghort, proved his rights to the
child,” “Havrov's Celoguence’,’”
leontinues Prapdae savcasiically,
| tafla to gsway the coourt” ‘The
judre inlerrogates the child, bMit-
va, 1t appears, would prefer to
live with both his father and
mother, Whereupon the court dis-
misgea Hoveov's plea and rules
that the boy must remain with
hiz mother.

In the thivd act Mitva degener-
ales completely. e longe for his
father, associates with atreet chil-
dren, and stops attending school
altogeiher, He becomes roder and
ruder Lo grownps, acts like a hoo-
ligan on the street, and learns to
sleal, Even his mother begins
Lo Warry.

Meanwhile her lover Borovsky
gils borved with her worrles, and
atill more with her
Wi geemed to me" sums up the
Jurlst, Borovaky, “that T loved her
a lat, Eut onee we gtarted living
together T suddenly semsed thal
it wamn't so. I domn't love her at
all,”™ Mitva decldes to vun away

personally.

commitied suicide out of "=zexual
jealonsy.” Holkey surpassed lhim-
gell in inventing so plansible and
yet so original, almost poetie, an
explanation for the presence of a
homeless wail on a Soviet stage,
but even Lhis superb siroke only
Alded in his downimll. "Let us
grant,” PFrevds comments ecau-
tlously, “that thers is such a fain-
ily, maybe more than one. But
when a family of this sort is taken
apart from. the entire surrownd-
ing reallty one obtaine a- false-
nay, worse (han that!'—a viclous
peneralization, o slander agaiost
the Soviet family.”

Keolkev's real sin. however, i
not in falling to esunterbalance
an aborted family with an idyllic
couple and a buwdding Stalin.  Ile
made his mistake in centering
hie play on the edveafional prob-
temy, which Pravde belligerently
points out is a “problam of groat-
cat atate Importance.

Zong and daughters of workers
and peagants had just been delven
from the Soviel schoals 1o form
an industrial lahor reserve. Only
the Mitvas, 1. e, the children of
the privileged, ean now attend
gthaol, because their parvents alone

of indispensable labor reserves
for industry. In doing this they
must pay sapecial attentlon to
carey on fhe work of explana-
tion among . .. the intermediate

secondary sthools, in the see-

andary schools, [ children's

rooms, and  school rooms,  al
clube and places of culture”

{ Fravdae, October 13).

The AN-Union Committes in
Charge of Highest Education lost
no time in lssuing instructions to
university  directors, proposing
that “they establish rigld contral
of toftion payments, amd drop
from the rolls all studentis not
pald In by the date designated.”
(idem). Evervhody i3 busy,

And in the midst of this activ-
ity a tired bureauerat In secarch
of relaxation walks into the Gorki
State Theatre and Lhere staring
him fn the face struts a spoiled
and horrid brat, a blurred image
of hisg pet at home, “attended by
his wurse, cranky and capricious.

issuing insolent ovders, wyelling
(just ke papal: ‘Take off my
ghoes! , . . Give me a clenn shisg!!

Always referring to hiz mother.
‘Mama ordered you to keep me In
cleanliness . . . Mama said you
must Tead me well"™ Slaps his
nurse's face, and justifles himaelf,
“Mama told yeu T'm a nervous
child and musin't be  wpee”
{fProvde, October 13). The nurse
breaks Iinto tears, and Pravda
breaks into eald swent and shrieks
in the ears of all “responsible peo-
ple: "Art has the capacity of
generalizing things!™ How irne.

Eesides, a worker may wander
into the theatre. Or maybe a stu-
dent just dropped from the rolle,
Why, anyone in the audience is
apt, egpeclally under the impact
aof ard, to start generallzing a lew
shiray ijdens,

To erown it all, Kolkoy meddlies
with another issue: Rooliganizn,
FPravde pesges it by withoul com-

ment. DBut hooliganism has also
become & “prablem of grealest
glate importapes.” It has pen-

alraled so deeply into Soviet in-
duetry and Institutions that the
authoritles are finding it very dif-
ficull 1o differentinte between a
hooligan and a worker, i, ¢, be-
twoen dellberate resistance to the
June laws and an innecent acect
dent,

Hut from Kolkov's play one
could readily conclude {hat the
families of pariy members. ons
gineers, jurists and other “respon-
gible people” are the heeeding

can pay the twition. Al the state
resouress were being mobilized in
October to educate the populmee
te understand the historical sig
nificance of this Iatest wiclory,
The Presidium of the CO.TI.

with - homeless wall who has
become his pal and preceplor: bk

The anti-fTascist refngees belong
at the head of every Chrisimas

ligl, Send coniributlions carve of
Ceorge Novack, Joint Campaign
for Palitleal Relugees, Room 405,
2 West 43rd Strect, New York

in trving to board & tralm, he
slips, falls vnder the wheels, and
ja killed. The lone witness of
Mltya's tragie end is hia faithful
nuese, who rung after him, calls
out to him, but cannot eatel Bim.

convenred in solemn seselon and
rEanlved
“The trade union organiza-
tlons musi expluin 1o the work-
ors, the state employes, and
members of their families the
slgnificabes of an organized pre-
paration of cadre= of new warlk-

Curiaimn.

lands and in emigration entitle

Clty,

In writing this problem-play,

erg from among the urban and
kolkhoz youth, and the ecreation

Mlaces of—hooliganisn!

"Wha needs this?
Prdvpda.,

In a concentration eamp Kol
kov may have an opportunity to
compare notes with anether in
advertent “rRlandercr,” one Awvdes
yenko, author of the novel I' Love,
but really celebrated for breaking
all records several years ago in
“loving™ Blalin. Avdeyenhko slap-
ped togelher in an absenl-minded
moment a scenario deallng with
high-life among the Komsomaol
bureaugrata, Playwriting, it turns
out, is a hazardous ocenpation

walls

“ubder socialismm,"™

An Indictment
Of Jim Crow iIn

lArn'?y and ﬂNfa_\ry

Dy, Milten R. Konvitz has written an ex-
tremely timely and pointed article, “The Legal
Statug of the Negro in the New Army"” which
has been iszued by Contemporavy Law Pamphs
lets of the New York Umiversity School of Law
as o press velease in mimeosgraphed form, The
mrticle certainly deserves to [be published and
widely distributed as a pamphlet.

Konvitz demenstratez that the appeintment
of Benfamin O. Davis as a brigadier-general,
rather than being an indication of the “demo-
eratic” natore of the army and navy, “is another
instance of our traditional practiee; namely, to
single cut an individual for honors, at the same
time to keep the mass of Negroes in inferior
status or suppressed,”

To prove this point, he takes up the history
and nature of the two amendments to the Selee-
tive Service Act which are supposed to prehibit
diserimination becavse of race or eolor, and shows
how ineffective and disregarded they are while
the three chief types of Jim Crowism are con-
tinued in the armed forees,

The first type is segregation, the establish-
meht of separate regiments in many branchea
of the service. The second iz diserimination as to
placement, so that the Negroes get the worst pos.

gible jobs, The third i3 the “nuomerus elansug”
practiceo.

Courts Won't Stop Jim Crow

In his discussion of the first example, Kon-
vitz deals a death-blow to the idea current among
some Negro organizations that “taking the mat-
ter to court” ean in any way help to solve the
prablem.

He shows that Negroes are promised they
will get aviation training, when they get it,
through the “formation of ecolored aviation
units,” and that the White House has stated,
“MNegro organizations will be established in each
major branch of the service, combatant as well
as non-combatant,”

He then asks: “Is segregation in the armed
forees discrimination in violation of the Act and
Constitution?

“An uvnsophisticated person would without
hesitation say ‘yes’. When he reads in the papers
anbout separate bLenches for Jewish studentz in
seme European universities, he knows that sep-
regation iz intended ag, and iz, diserimination.
But one who knows the decisions and opinions of
the Supreme Court of the United States will need
tor say ‘no”. The Court has held that Jim Crow
laws, segregating Negroes in publie conveyanoss,
and that laws providing for separate educational
facilities. are constitutional,”

Konvitz cites the well-known case of Gaines
v. Canada, “decided at the end of 1938 by a liber-
al majority,”  which -held that the Negro peti-
tioner eould attend the school “in the absence of
other and proper provisions.” “The opinion was
80 written as to make the decision seem to be a
great victory for the Negro race: and the fack
that MeReynolds and Butler diszented also tend-
ed to make the decision scem a gain for the lber-
al forces. As a matter of facl, however, the de-
cigion took two steps hackward for one step for-
ward, for it upheld the constitetionality of seg-
regation, miligated only by the requirement that
proper facilities within the state need to be pro-
vided for qualified Negroes.,”

Army is Law Unto Itself

Konvitz's discussion of the second type of dis-
crimination iz well-known to readers of the So-
cialist Appeal, especially “as reflected in the
stories we have been carrying on the 1. 8. 8.
Philadelphia caso.

“Since the military arm iz well-nigh aptono- .

mous,” he points out, it is difficult to coneeive
of legal means to eradicate these forms of dis-
crimination. The provizsion in the Draft Ack that
no man shall be inducted for training and serviee
‘unless and until he is acceptable to the land and
naval forces for such training and service' vests -
unlimited discretion in the military and naval
authoritics, That the forms of dizcrimination

referred to are abuses of diseretion iz apparent: . -

but they are probably damnum absgue injuria,
injuries wilhout remedies,”

Konvitz's discussion of the thivd type of Jim -

Crowism is one, az he points out, which has re-

ceived very litlle attention, although it iz a very . .

important point. The Wh:t-n House laid down the *
procedure: "The strength of the Neogro pemnﬂn-c]
o Will be maintained on the general basis of ~

proportion of the Negro population of the coun- -~

try." That js, since 9% of the population is

colored, 9% of the armed forces will be colored
Lo,

Roosevelt Imitates Hitler

“It iz amazing that these announcements.
aroused scarcely any protest. Here is an importa-
tion of the the numerus clavsus practice from Fu-
rope, a practice made notorious toward the end
of the Nineteenth Century when the Czarist pov-
ernment fixed a queta to govern the admission.
of Jews to the Russian universitiez and schools
of higher learning. That thizs practice iz a denial
of the very essence of democrney is in part shown
by the fact that every anti-Semitie government
has made use of it

“Very quietly thiz obnoxious practice has
been introduced in the United States, in the very.
institution ereated to defend our democracy. It
is wrong in itself and as a precedent, dangerous
to everyone who can be identified az a member
of a racial or religious minority, and to every
American who prizes his heritage of freedom and
equality. The practice iz as indefensible az it ia

unprecedented (as a governmental policy), wyet

I know of no legal measure that might be taken
to stop it

All in all, this pamphlet is very helpful
toward an understanding that “legal means™ will

very probably do nothing to help the problem,

What is required iz the struggle which our party.

has outlined: for trade union control of military .

training, woLad

-



