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Write to us—tell we what's going on in your part of the
labor movement—iwhat are the workers thinking oboutf—itell
#s what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local copr—
and the Stalinisti—send ws that siery the capilalist press didw't
print and that stery they buried or distorfed-—our pages are open
to you, Letters muust corry nome and address, bul indicate if you
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Our Party's Vote In Minnesota

1940

GRACE CARLSON
“ TROTSKYIST ANTIWAR PARTY”

wdesnationd Folh

do nol want your nowe prinked,

Briggs Worker Tells
Story of Shutdowns
At Briggs-Plymouth

Editor:

The grievance which provoloed
the sirike of eighlieen workers in
the panel divislon of the Briggs
Manufaciuring o, here in e
troit, on Movember 29 and which
led to o one-day shut down in-
volving 100000 Brigga workers and
10,600 Flymoulh workers. is a iy
pleal example of the cremmy way
ithe aute bosses are dealimg with
the auto worlers,

When this troulile happaned all
tlie local boss papers immediately
put  the blame on the wnlons
shoulders, They gave an account
which presented the company’s
sfatement without comment—but
noet a line of ithe unfon's state-
fent.

Thiz shut-doewn happened be-

calige the campany fired ihe union |

ateward fn the panel division
wleemnr he tried to provest the “ra-
tional zation"—firlng =ome work-
ers and making the vest produoce
more=—which (he managemant
tried to slin over.

The company frfed 10 say dhnt
it had actually cut down the e
quired production of the panel
men. It claimed that while it
had fired six men, production hacl
been roduced even more In propor-
tlon 1o ihe number of men left.
It elaimed thalt whers 24 mnen
were turning out 48 panels an
hour (2 per man) that afterwanrds

IIIS men wera turning out only 24
| prnels per hour (1 1-3 per man).

Thizs company excuse is a down.
right lie. When the company lired
the gix men it expecied and de-
manded thatl the: rest turn out (he
annfe amount of production ws he-
fore. The Chief Steward would
not stand for ihis, sand then the
compiny canncd him, Then the
whale department walked oni.
Shift Mo: 2 went throngh the samme
procedure,

This particular “mistinderstand-
ing™ was finally froned owtl alter
the company met with the unlon
affieinls in o three hour confer

enee.
But the settlement of this onu
groevance  hasn't  chaoged  the

whole piciure, not by a damao
might!

The Briggs men are not celeb-
| rating over this settlement, be-
feause there are scores of other
grievamees unsettled which are
bursting the wnion fles,

All the aute wgrkers Know that
not only at Briggs, but at all the
other auto plants. the boazes are
tr¥ing 1o gee how muel heat Lhay
ean put on ve. And I say for one
that either the unions will angwer
this growing offensive of 1le auvto
|nmnnr:t-:-s in the spirit of 1937, or
ba awept botk o the coenditions
of the old pre-unlon days,

Thia Briggs cpisede shows that
the auwto workers are fall of fight
and willing to fAght, and it Indi-

‘entes the path forward for the
| whale union,
I F. B.
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To The Racketeering Issue

Thiz map of Minnesota shows the distribution
of counties of the 8,761 voles cast for our pariy’s
candidate Tor U, B. Benator. Significant index
of our pariy’s influence throughout the state is
the fact that Comrade Carlson received votes in
every county, The vole was of course largest in

Thomas.
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the three metropolitan counties: Hennepin, 1755;
Ramsey, 1034; St. Louis, 525. But it iz note-
- worthy that we also received blocks of wvales
from the radicalized farmers throughout the
siate. Comrade Carlson’s vote was larger tham
the combined vote for Earl Browder and Norman

The ““Socialist’’ Critics of the CIO

They Provide a Pseudo-Radical Alibi for Hillman and the AFL

By FELIX MORROW
{Thiz is the third of a series
af articles on the Atlantic City
convention of the CI0)

At the conveption—mors aced-
rately, in the corridors one heard
a type of pesudo-leftist eritioism
of John 1. Lewiz and his allles
which, upon exmmination, turns
ot to e merely a cover for a
pro-Hillman, pro-AFL line, “This
was e line comenon 1o ol Che
pro-war Social Democratic Feder-
#bion and the “anti-war* Norman
Thomas Soclalisis,

These two “socialialt™ groups oy
rive at thelr pro-Hillman orienta-
thon by argumenis which appear
dinmetrically opposed 1o each
other. The New Leader complaing
that Lewis is hostile to abd (o
Britain, is in league with *“ecom-
munazls" sabotaging natlonal de-
fense: therefore itheNew Leoder
ia for Hilman, The Oall aava
Lewie i3 nsz mush a warmonger
#s anybody, hiz Stalinist friends
weill shift to the war camp iomar
roer, ete.: (herefore the Call is for
Hillman., How con bhe New Fead-
e fnd the Call both favor Hill-

. man, but for oppoaite repsons?

THEY HATE THE CI0

Litile need be sald about the
MNewr Leader's attitude towarcd the
CI0, for the motivation for ite

Hite 18 very clear: one has but (o
‘Ferdl s siribcbreaking storles a-
grinat the Vultes alreraft work-
erd. The MNeww Feader s now un-
der ihe editorial control of &
group of demoralized and disori-
ented refugess, whose lnck of un-
derstanding of the American lahor
movement flows from thelr failure
o understand ow fasciem in
thelr Zocial Demoeraiic policies
agsnred the victory of fascism in
their Huropean homelands. In
thelr impatiencs to et home 1o
their old well-payving posts, they
ont-ilnge the Diea Commities;
nothing must slow up the U. 5.
armies which will blast open for
them the path home; hence thelr
viciousness against strikers and a-
ralnst i basic labor movement,
the OTO,

The ¢case of Norman Thomas'

not (yet) yelling for war. It sups
ported ihe Valtee strikers. Henes
it “sociglist” argurments are like-
I¥ 1o carry much more weight
than those aof the New Leader, . 1t
iz, necessary, therefore, to take
apatt the Call’s ease for Hillman,

"Bitterness Dominates Scene At
Atlantie City: LewisCormmunist
Bloe Triea To Bailt Hillman Sueh
ig the Call headline (MNov., 30 ia-

sael. Lewis" dignified challenge to

Wasn't Meant to Kill Trotsky

- Says Leader of May Attack!

By WALTER ROURKE

MEXICO CITY—David Alfaro
Sigqueiros has finally sabmitted a
formal statement o Judge Treu-
Jillo at Coyoacnn. As was éxpectid,
hie has added nothing to what waa
alrendy known but  rather has
merely developed his [ormer Hes

ghe etep (urther,

His  lestimony alwiays | boils
down to two points—the May 24ih

attack was not Intended to kil
_-TTI:I"'.HH'.'I" but only 1o ﬁiﬁ'ﬂ-l sOme of

the archives; he Enows nothing
asbout the murder of Robert Shel-
don Harie, Siguelrps originally
gald that he wanted the archlives

Trolsky, to shoot only with the
Intention of terrorizing him into
inaction, and to injure him only
if he tried to prevent the theft
of decuments—-—the injury was not
to be serious but only encugh to

“put him out of metion'™ Appar
ently he expecta this fantastle
tale to be belloved in the face
of the muate evidence of Trotsky's
bedroom, riddled by bullets from
three directions. Sigueiros pre-
tends thai most of the bullet holep
were mnde by the guards and that
the incendiary bomhbs were Lomsed
by Trotsky in order to gain more
publicity: this is all that remaing

ta prove Trotsky'e “counter-revol-

‘wlonary activitles:™ now he says

that he discoversd that Trotsky
wig selling his corregpondence

with Lenin to Harvard University | ‘
- Library and wanted to take these | TTotsky's life.

Ietters. In elther case the story
s ridieulons sinece the archives
were Bol even tduched during the
attack, though right out in faoll
wiew In the Nbrary.,

Obvioosly Sigueiros” intontion
s to free himself of the charge
af attempted murder. He insists
that the participants in the at-

v tack were instructed mot to kill| his name.

af the original Stalintst theory of
“sell assanli”

OF course Siqueiros Ineista Lthat
he has mo connection with ihe
second and successful assault on

SIUEIROS HELD
A ETALINIST
COMMAND IN SPAIN

The Colonel--Siguelros held 2
Stalinist command in Spalp—
atates that one of his Communist
friends led the May 24 pssmualt
hagt thal he would never diseloso

Call ia somewhat different. It s,

Hillman on the key guestion of

unlonism—io eall this “balting
Hillman" conslitutes a distortion
al’ what happened. And to deseribe
the majority’s reasoned argument
ns “fpetionslism™ and “bitterness'”
—that disgqualifies the Call's cor-
regpondenl fE a reporier,

| IGNORES REAL ISSUE

The Call works up a case for
{lining up with. H!llman by the dev-
tee of denving that the maintgn-

point at izssue:
izt Party and Lewis ave allegedly
the defenders of indostrinl pniomn
is5m againsl Hillman and his
forces who are ailvocates of peace
between the two great bodies of
organized labor. Huf the {roth of
the matier is that Havry Bridges,
the maln plllar of the CP. strie-

C.P. ASKED TO
DEBATE BY
MINN. SWP

MINMEAPOLIS, Minn—The
Communist Party here haz re-
jected o challenge by the Social-
ist Workers Party to debate the
subject of the attitude American
workera should take in this mili-
tary epoch.

The challenge wag issued Nov-
ember 10 in the form of o letter
io the state secretary of the
Communist Party. The letter re
corded that suggestions for such
a debate have beem made from
various persons  attending  the
Sunday Forum which the Soeial
st Workers Party in the Twin
Cities sponsers. While suggests
ing a debate on the attitude of
the parties towards the war, the
EWP made 1t clear that “any sug-
gestions you may have for a de
bate subject will be gladly we-
opived.”

S0 far this challenge has gone
unansgwered, Hank-and-file meme
bers of the Communist Party
didn't know we had asked their
party to debate, antil we called
it to their atlention and showed
them copies of our letley,

For the infermation of the fo
rum  audience the letier chal
lenging the CF o debate was read
at the Suynday Forom on Decem-
ber Ist,

Communist Party members and
aympathizers are belng urged to

ask that thelr leaders accept our
challenge to debate the iseues that
divide ws. 1t has been four years
sinee a debate between spokes.
men of the Third and Fourth In-
ternationals has been held in ¥Min-

ance of induslrial unionism iz the I Staliniets.
o v« Vthe Comvmium-

are, 8 now engaged In efforts td

continuing the fight for indwsirlal [raid- the warchouse flelds in come

plete disregard of industrial wns
fon jurisdiction.” ‘This is Uallow-

el by a paragraph to prove thak

the Communist Parly s oppoaad
to AFL-CIC uanity lor anworthy
reasons. ‘Then the Call passes on
e ather business, as i it has
proved that there §5 no difference
betweon Hillman and the lLewls
group on indusivial wnlontsmm,

MNote that the Coll Mandly iden-
Lifies the lLewis forcez with the
A false, and prelty
slaphd, assumption, Will anity he
# blow to industrial wnionism?®
The ¢ali avelds this, the real
question,

s case comes down to baying:
if Hitlman iz no friend of indoss
trial wnionlem, nelther are Lowis
and the Stalinizts., In that case,
logie wonld demand that the Canll
denounce both Lewis amd Hillman

and call upon the CIH workers
to mohilize under & third banner
in defenge of industrial uvnionism,
But these MNorman Thomas Social-
inta know only one shethod in
trade union “politics™: pick which
one of the big shots yon'll back,

THE CALL'S NEW
INVENTION

Having thus dismissed the real
fase — industrial unfonism
the Call goes on lo find “soecialist™
reagons for supporting Hillman.
“The contention of Hillman's en-
cimics i that he is a wir mongar
and is Inderested in ‘national de-
fense’ to the axclusion of lahor'a
interests.,” Aha, says the Call,
Lowls and the Sisliniste are no
better. Does the Call, therefors,
propose to suppart neither Lewis
noer Hillman, which would he the
logie of that argument? No. In
gtead the Call proceeds to Up Lhe

me—

aid of a delicate recording in-
sirament invenied by the Call i
torg, Lenin once said, making fun
of people who talked about wheath-
e or not an apponent was “sin-
cere,'” that nobody had ever in-
wvented a sincereometer, But -the
il editors have dene just that,
it appears:

“The ontstanding wephneas of
the comvention and of the O
generklly haos been the lack of an
effective policy on hones! belief.
Both in dhe Hillman camp and in
the Lewlis cemp, there iz much
hypocriay. Hillman's forces are
mgre Sonest . . . Lewis and his
Boys are 20 marked with Com-
mumnist alllances, Willkie deals,
bursevatic trade union praclices
and  unprineipled wvindietiveness
that they constifule o even wrore
repulsive force lo incregsing seo
rtiong of fhe CMOLY (My italies).

And with this type of argument
these “socialists” justify support-

ing the oppomentz of industrial
[unionism against Lewis and his
allies who, whatever else they are,
lare on the progressive side In the
‘hey  fanue which atl the present
Ltime forme the dividing line
throughout the entire trade wnion
MOV e EnL,

The wvoice of the Call doesn't
travel far. But its “soctalist™ case
for HUlman and the AFL may
he pileked up by the pro-Hillman
eliqgues in the nDewer industirial
unions. In the United Aute Work-
erg, for example, where the mili-
tant membership wouldn*t Hsten
for & moment to Hillman's own
line, but might be confused by a
"sgclalist™ stooge for Hillman.
Such  "radieal™ arguments for
Hillman's policy must be exposed
for what ihey are: a “lefi™ win-
dow-dressing for the most reac
tionary tendency in the labor

gcales In Hillman's favor, with the

s

movement today,

neapalis,

The Ideal Gift

A Treasury of the

WORLD’S GREAT LETTERS

from ancient davs to our own time, confaining one of
Trotsky's letlers and Lenin's Teslament.
Selected and Edited by

M. LINCOLN SCHUSTER

OTHER SUGGESTIONS
Dialectics and Mature by Engels ........
Anti-Duhring by Engels ($2.00) ................
Socialism and Philosophy by Labriola ..
Capital by Marx (vol.l—Modern Library ......
Mot Guilty and Case for Leon Trotsky

Special Cloth Cover $3.00 Edition.
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the convention wag given no real

ne wander that botly al the eon-
ventiom and in the press Lhe ques-
tion of rackestering loomed oub of
oll proporticn 1o ils imporiance.

DURINSKY'S PROPOSAL

Datingky, oo yellow 1o Aght on
venl {pmues—he didnt open  his
mouih even io second Philip Rane
diglph's elogquent plen againal Jim
Crow—picked this “popular® Izsne
—f. &, popuilar with the capltaliat
Press,

Dubinsky's proposal to empower
ithe AFL Execntive Council to ang-
penid any union offcinl “convicted
of an act of moral tarpitude”
would have plaged in the hands
uf Lhe reactionary Couneil 1he &%=
act powers which Dubinsky luad
appesed when they appeared in
the formn of the right to suspend
internaitonal vnions oy “dunpl™
unfonism, MMilltant union leaders,
convicted or framed-up in strike
nctivities, could e fozsed out of
the AFL: by a simple vole of the
Council.

By Ha terma only “convietoed”™
persong could be suspended. The
will-known Lie-np betwean the pol-
ice, courts and reekeieers piees
cludes many such convictions.
Hxeept, of course, in the cage of
honest union sirikers.

Further, this proposail placed
the reaponaibility for dealing with
rackKeleors on ihe shoulders of a
few  leaders, instead of on the
rank-and-file of the unlona,

The convention leaders 10rned
ithis proposal down, OCiresn and
Co. didn't want to be placed In
a poesition where at any time in
the futare they might be ecom-
pelled Bo aet againat a “pal’” The
defent of Dubinsky’s propesal aluo
reflecred (e eoneern af the vari-
ous internalfonal officers for thelr
jenlovaly-guarded conmtrel  owver
thelr individual unions.

As o counter proposal to Dub-
insky's, the Executive Councll
merely put through a reseludion
plowsly “condemining™ labor rack-
eteering in general and suggest-
ing that Lhe varfous internation
ala “take steps™ on Lheir own ini-
tiative,

The convention failed to exposc
the real character and cauvses of
rackeleering, and to open the way
for strengthening the demoerabic

which wotild cnable the memhber
ship to make short shift of dis
honest elements,

LITTLE RACKETEERING
EXISTS '

What is the extent of the "rrok-
gtcering” within the AFLT Gon
trary to the impression deliber
ately fosbterad by the boss press
there ia relatively wvery 1tile,

Buch racketesring as does exial
2 alwost entirely  confined Lo
small unions, and thess malnly
in a few secondary service indus
triea.

This fact iz made clear by Loui:
Stark in an artlels in the New
York Times, Dec, 1: “Tnvest]ga.
tions By prosccuting officials in
Mew York, Chicage and other
large oites hoave disclosed e
racketeering Iz prevalent in smnll
indusiries where eut-throat com-

Latest “Fourth
International”
Off the Press

The December Issue of the
Fourth Internationdal, which will
ba off the pressa thie week, fea-
tures as its main artiele, a mani-
festo of the Fourth International.
“France Under Hitler and Petain.
It analyzes what has been happen-
ing in France since the collapse,
and proposes a conerete program
for the siragele for frecdom.
Other articles featured are: “ln-
ter-Imperialiar Struggle for Latin
Amerien.'” by the Argentine revo
letionist, Quebracho: “The AFL
and CI0 Conventions," by Farrell
| Dobba; “Stalin’s Reglme as Mipe
rored in the Mew Legislation,™ by
John G, Wright; “Milwaukee's
Brand of Sccialism,” by James
Boulton; “DMscipline in the Amer-
fean Army," by Michael Cort,

OF speeial interest fa the article
by Leom Trotsky., “The Class, the
Party, and the Leaderslip,™
which was found in hig archives
in unfiniahed form. IF was the
article e promised io write dur-
ing the internal diseussion lonst
Spring hul which the GPU assas-
gln prevented him from finishine,

proceages within (he locnl unions |

e =

By ART PREIS
The problem of racketeering occupied an altogether dispropor-
tidghate place at the AFL convention st New Orleans, IL is a very
minor problem in the trade wnion moveménl as a whole, Had the
AFL chiefains been grappling with the basic problems facing the
workers, the racketeering guestion would have automatically been
relegaied (o the subordinate place it should have taken. But sines

problems to deal with—ithe main

petlon prevails, such 2& in clean-
ing and dying, lnundyy and res
tanrants.”

BOSSES RESPONSIBELE

What 8 more significant tham
the limited extent of wnlon racket.
cering. 1s the fact that ic iz direel-
Iy invited ond esnelioned by the
bosaes in these industvies. As
Stark points out, “Almost invar-
dably the unlon vackeleers have
been Found 1iaked with dishonesi
business nen, crooked politicians
and outright criminals.”

He adda: “SBmall employvers in
thess Industries. by thelr own mo-
vien or through outside instign
vien, form so-called trade assosia-
tions o limit or increase prices.
The ¢rosked union lenders jend
themselves 1o the aspociaiions at

try and supply the ‘polies” from
criminala among their nombeor.

"Racketeering union leaders oo
operate wilth dishonest hbusiness
men Lo force other business men
o Join trade pssociations or i
keep them out of trade assecie-
thong., In elliver case fhe object
af the trade assoclation iz mono.
paly and Wigher prices.”

Fram thia it ia apparent that
racketesring is 0 direct weeasuie
of the influence of the bosaes with-
i any¥ union, and not a pheno
menon native to unionism Stself.
ag the bosses try to clatm,

WHY IT ISN'T ENDED

The guestion is: If the extent
of such rockoteering is veally ao
Hmbiled, if the vast bulk of the
AFL local unions and leaders are
frée of any such talnt, why is it
peemingly a0 difflcult {0 eradicate
the evil?

The anawer is simple. A policy
?:h_i:h would clean out the rackat-
eers in deuble-quick time is pos-
sible: But it poses a threat to the
reactionary eraft leaders, and it
iz the one policy of which the
bosses—those whe ery loudest
against the evil—are in deadly
fear,

That simple policy is Lo restore

a price. They ‘poliee” the indus-

But Neither Dubinsky Nor the AFL Chieftains °:
Took a Correct Workjng Class Attitude Toward It

Coneerned  primarily  with  tha
questions of does collections, irons
ing out interminoble jorisdictlon-
al dlspudes, and curbing the dess
ires of the members for militant
traie onton action, the leadership
enforees the principle of dlctnlor-
il eantral from the lop. 5o long
as lbhas=p unlons puy thiyir does,

time was epnsumed with eanned speeches from government officials | Green and o, do wol care whether
and other people whe had no business being on the platform—it is

the members attend meelings, or
whether local meetings are ever
held, 11 members who o dare
e oppose the policies  of
themr cfficials are arbifepriny  ax-
pelled without proper trial, that'a
noe skin off Bill Green's noso,

CI0 HASN'T ANY '
RACKETEERING _

The proof that it §s the lack af
democralic practices within tha
AFL which cnables the few pocks
eleers fo flourish within itl, and
that racketeering flovrishes omly
In small erafis, iz demonstrated
by the eomplete Ffrecdom of, the
CI0 from racketeers, It might
seem Lhat the new unlong of the
CI0, formed quickly of inexpepi
eneed workers and prey o many
unknown and untested elements,
would be duck-soup for the penes
tration of boss rackeleers. Bat it
fant.

Mo handful of vals or gangst-

arg who valued their necks would
dare iry to Intimidate a meeiing
of Industrial workerz who had
atood up o elubs, revolvers, rifles,
mathine guns, sawed-0ff shot-guna
and tear gas fn the hands of pols
foe and Nationml Gugrdsmen!

It 18 hard to conceive of tha
appearance of @ rackelaering alt-
wation in an induvsirial wnlon. To
appesr it would rveguive a type
of connivance wilh the bosses
which is alien to a mass-produee
tion industry and an industrial
wnion. It payvs o boss to eonnive
with a small eraft union, even 1o
the extent of paying relatively
good wages. He could never feel
that way abont g massproduction
industry, where the wage bill
loomig az the key factor and whera

an industrial union is bargaining. .

ant behall' of all the workers in
the plont.
The CLTr 18 thus well-nigh guar-

eering. The less favorable situa-
ton of the smaller eraft unions
in the AFL could, however, be
overcome if the rank and fle in
any uwwion were aided by the ma-
tional AFL leadership to establish
genuvine demoecracy amd  use it
against any rackelesr,

democratic rank-and-file control

within the unions of the AFL!
The prevalent leadership domi-

nales dhe ranks with an iron fAst.

But real unlon demorracy—that
means militancy and strikes, and
¥you ean't get the Greens and Wollg”
Lo go Tar Lhat!

Frd Avenue and 161h Si.

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

NEW YORK LOCAL

New Year’s Eve Celebration
GERMANIA HALL

Admission: One Dollar o

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

The following additional contributions to the Trotsky Memorial
Fund have come in during the last week:

Buffalo £ 3.00

MNew Haven 200

Lynn 20

Baston 28.50

New York 100,00

Loz Angeles T.60

Flint 13.00

San Franciseo 2000

Chieago 14.00

Minneapolis & St. Paul  200.00

TOTAL £389.75
Branch Quota Amount paid %
Milwaukee £ 5.00 $ 5.10 1029%
DRoston £ 10000 5 HHLTS 101%
Baltimaore 10.00 10.00 100
Rockville 700 T.00 1040
Taleda S (M) 50000 100
Detrait 20i.00 200100 100
Lynn 10000 B5.00 B5
Chicago & Indiana Harbor 200,00 13607 [
San Francisco 100,00 55,00 7
Newark 150.00 To.60 47
Flint 1E000 A0 48
Minneapolis & St. Paul 1000.00 430.00 43
Allentown 15.00 i, 000 40
Los Angeles 15000 G665 a8
Mew York 100000 355.00 b1
Buffalo 2500 2.00 32
Philadelphia 30.00 B.0n 27
New Haven 20,00 550 28
Youngstown H0.00 G.00 12
Akron 10,040 .00 L]
Cleveland TO.00 X i
Hutehinson 10,00 . CH L]0
Pittshiargh 10,00 1.0 ]
Portland 10,00 0.00 00
Quakertown T7.00 0,00 {H)
Reading .04 (00 B H
Rochester 1600 Q.00 00
&t. Louis G000 LA i1}
Texns 6.0 0.0 [HI]
Individuwal Contributions 2.30
TOTALS E2500. ) 2166487 FLLA
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