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AN EDITORIAL

The big push i1s on for unification of the trade union
movement: loud are the voices raised for unity in Atlantic
City and New Orleans this week at the ClO and AFL con-
ventions, but loudest and most insistent of all is the voice of
Roosevelt from Washington. And every labor-hating em-
ployer in the country and the capitalist press everywhere 13

In Boss Profits

DOWMEY, Calif. Mov. 17—

i 2200 production workers of Vualleea

Aldrernft, Ine., have siruck the

firat major blow at the sab-human

conditions in the alr-craft indus-

; Masgs picket lUnes have had tha

huge Vuliee plant ahat tight sinca

6 A. M. Thursday, when the com-

pany declined further eonsidera-

tlon of wage increases from the

present 50 cent hourly minimuom.

The unfon commities of amalga-

mated aviation local 683, United

Auto Workers—CI0, had conduct-

ed futile negotiations for nine
weaks,

This iz the first sirike in any
major ajreraft plant working -|:|:|'|I
povernment war orders, Yullee
has a back-log of IE4,000.000 in
orders for planes for both the
U. 5. and Great Britain.

In an effort io seitle the dis-
pule without stirike, the unlon
committes had reduced s origine

5, Bl demand for & 7% cents hourly

[ Fpinerous” offer of a Ge. ralse

ki wage minimum to 65 cents, The
35 company refused to budge from
s ita present minimum of 50 cents.
51 The company had added the

#ﬁ.eﬁmmmm Gy u#.ﬂi{-fuh"ihdmm“

<‘ralpe alfter & months—for some
. men; 2% cents ralses for most.
' The company places all new am.
‘g ployees on apprenticeship wages,
= regardless of skill and expericnce,
! As onp worker in Dept. 37 stated,
“Many of our fellows go o work
gt Viltea for 50 cents an hour
and they are promised five cont
rafges st the end of three months.
When that time comes, these men
are transferred Lo ansther depart-
ment.” And start all over again
as apprentices for 50 cenis an
hour!

THRONG LIKE VULTURES
Government officials and econcls
lators, as well as representatives
of the Mutional Defense Comimis-
glon, thronged 1o the Yulles scene
like vultures at the first thireat
of sirike. A member of the ND-
AC attempted to intimidate the
workerg ints line hy threalening
that the government would take
“yigorous action™ if they went on
girike “against national defense.”

Unioa officidls have pointed to
the 584000000 war contracis and
asseried that the company will
make $12.000.000 net proft in the
next year. The total amounl of
the iopereases asked g only £1,000,
g, Owver hall the proedoction
workeras st Vullee earn bolween
220 and $22 a week, although the
work is highly skilled. This is

o far helow the avorage wage in the
auio indusiry.
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= La Guardia
Hits Right
To Strike

NWEW YOREK, Nov. 18.—~The
Board of Transportation and Ma-
yor La Guardia are moving swift-
I¥ to forestall a possible walk-out
of the Transpmi Workers Union
CI10, with 50,000 members in (he
Mew York area, including 27,000
workers of the municipally owned
ani

-
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T gubway, elevated, stresl-car
' Liuas syslems,

Stepping from a plane at La
- -Guardia fleld, following his Pacl-
& fic coast milltary iuspection Lour,
,;': the maycr today answered the
E i*‘-. TWU appeal to him to intervene

“0 Ip ite favor aguinst ihe continued
vlolation by the Board of Trans
portation of fts contract with the
iransport workers, with the
threat, “There will be no inter-
ference with or interruption of
petvice al any lime."
This statement backed-up the
£\ strike-breaking motices posted by
the Board Friday throughont the
elty-owned transportation systems
térming any strike “illegal” and
threatening to dimiss any strik-
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seconding Roosevelt's demand for “labor unity.”

The big push 15 on. Why all this pressurer Can all these
people—including the Wall Street Jowrnal, the New York
l'omes, union-busting Thurman Amold and, in a word, all
the anti-union forces in the country—be demanding labor
unity for the benefit of the workers? To ask this question is
to answer it.

That means that there 5 one kind of “labor IH'Il.t:'r'“
the kind the enemies of the workers want—that 15 worse than
no unity at all!

A FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION

Every serious trade unionist must ask himsell this fun-
damental question: What kind of unity will be of most benefit
to the labor movement, and what kind will hu.rl'. the labor
movement ?

Will the labor movement be benefitted by the idea of
labor unity presented, for example, by Mr. John P. Frey,
head of the AFL Metal Trades Department? Very cockily,
Mr. Frey, at the convention of his department last week, dis-
missed the very possibility of the CIO and AFL joining as
equals, and instead declared that “labor peace” will come
“through the withdrawal of organizations from the CI0O and
their affiliation with the AFL."

In other words, Mr. Frey—and he talks for Green and
the other AFL tops—want no other form of unity than one
in which the present AFL leadership will emerge as undis-
puted masters. And that means that their kind of unionism
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G. P. U. Assassin of Trotsky
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CRAFTS CANNOT LE.'.-!D

But craft unionism camnot lead the labor movement.
That was amply demonstrated during the last fifty years
Craft unionism has demonstrated its complete inability to
organize the most exploited layers of the industrial proletar-
iat, the most militant, workers—the auto workers, the miners,
the steel workers, the rubber and aluminum and packing-
house workers, the transport workers, etc., etc. Only the in-
dustrial unions could organize these workers. The CIO made
the first real start in organizing these mass production work-
ers and to do it had to create its own organization independ-
ent of the AFL craflt union moguls.

MNobody can erase what is indelibly written in the minds
of the workers in the mass production industries: The new
industrial unions were built during the past seven years in
spite of and against the desires of the Greens, Wolls, Freys
and other craft union chieftains. They did not hit a finger 1o

"build those unions. They -directly aided the bosses on a hun-

dred occasions in attempts to prevent those unions from being
built or to destroy them when they were already built.

THEIR KIND OF “UNITY"

MNor have these craft union chieltains now changed their
minds and become converts to the idea of industrial unionism.
On the contrary, they are itching to put over their kind of
“labor unity” precisely in order to deal more powerful blows
than ever against industrial unionism in general and each in-
Jdustrial union in particular. Like the Bourbons, they never
learm anvthing.

As for the worker-members of the AFL craft unions, let

them ask themselves whether they would benefit in any way
if the Wolls and Greens could be in a position to hurt in-

dustrial unionism. Every intelligent worker knows that a
large part of the AFL gains since the split with the CIO have
been achieved thanks to the establishment of the ClO in-
dustrial unions. In Detroit and the other auto cities, in the
stecl and rubber towns, etc., the AFL has grown considerably
—because llu: industrial unions broke down the previous
open-shop condition of these cities, In their blind hatred of
the industrial unions, the AFL chiefs would also wreck the
AL unions.

DEMAND FULL GUARANTEES

We hold no brief for John L. Lewis and his Stalinist
allies. On the contrary, we have warned that the Lewis-
Stalinist combination and its false policies have done more
damage to the industrial unions than could have been
achieved by the open enemies of industrial unionism. But
nobody should be so blind as to think that the turning of the
contral of the trade union movement over to the Greens and
Wolls is the way 1o get rid of Lewis and the Stalinists,

Trade union unity must come only on the basis of full

guaraniees for the preservation and extension of the industrial
union method of organization. Unity on any another basis
would be a catastrophe for all the unions.

That is what every intelligent worker must keep clear in
his mind in the midst of the din aboul labor unity.

Slquelros

GREEN FOR
UNITY ON
HIS TERMS

At the opening session of the
American Federation of Labor
convention in New Orleans, Wil
Ham Green told delegates that
President Roosevelt wantls com-
mittees from the two labor camps
to meel with him and resume ne-
gotiatlons for unity.

Green did not explain that Roos-
cvell wishes this unity at tha ex

1

August 20, His real name has mot yet been uncovered by the
to his identity should communicate immediately with the S0OCIAL

Held
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MEXICO CITY, Nov. 9—Dawvid Alfaro Sigueiros, well-
known Stalinist and agent of the GPU, who led the May 24
machine gun assault vpon the bedroom of Leon and MNatalia
Trotsky, has been transferred to a penitentiary pending court
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decision as to his guilt.
Siguelros’ lawyer, Fedevicd Sodi,
has petitioned the court for tho
releage of the Stalinist gunman on
ail. The lawyer alleges Lthat 5i- |
gqueiraos is not gullty of the mur-
der of Robert Sheldon Harte,
anard on duty who was kidnapped
the night of the assault, and|
glaime that Harte was lefl by 8-
auelres in the hands of the Arenal
brothers.

Harte's body was discovered a
month alter hiz marder, buried in
w shallow grave lined with guick-
lime, There wag & bullst wound
gt the bage of Lthe brain and in
the lelt temple.

The lawyer also claime, as does
Sigueiros who i1hus admits his
pullt, that the assanli was mnol
made with “intent to Kill Troi-
gky.” He claims tbat the assault

with revolvers, machine guons,
ombs, was carried out 1o dis
cover “proof” of Troilsky's al

leged counter-revolutionary activi-
tles. He does nol atlempt o @X-
plain why Harte was kidnapped
and murdered.

The lawyers hriel mainiains
that despite Siqueiros admitting
the assault it i nataral to think
that the shots could have caused
injuries on the person of Mr. Trot-
ehy: however, iL 18 an arbilrary
gupposition of the judge to say
ithat the results would have been
murder and not a few wounds that
would have liealed in less than ff-
leen days."”

1t iz doubtful that the lawyer
i# an aciual member of the GPU.
However, his argumentis sound as
if they had beem manufaciured
by the GPU ftselfl. Mo one but
ihe GPU wonld have the incredible
gudacity (o malntain Lthal firing
several bundred rounds of ma-
chine gun slugs through a door
inie 1he victim's bed, was iniend-
L ed only to wound him. Like the
murder of Harte, how  would
“wounding” Trotsky just a “little
hit® uncover evidenen of Trolsky's
alleged “counter-revolulionary acs
tivities™?

“Frank Joacson” allas "“Jacquos
Morpard™ the GPU agent who
plunged a pickaxe into the brain
of Troteky on August 20 upon
orders of Sialin is sl in the
police hosplital,
¢chjoyvs aTe 80 exceplional that con-
siderable criticlem iz elrenlating
throughout the city.
made the alightest indication that
he intenda to reveal his real [den-

relations with his GPU superiors,

Byivia Ageloff, wife of Jacson,
who was utilized by the assassin
io gain the confidence of the Trot-
sky household, has been declared
Innocent of the crime by Judge
Carranes Trujille. However, the
rrosecuiling attorney has demand-
ed anolher hearing in onder io
question her further before her

“Frank Jacson” alias “Jacques Mornard,” the agent of Stalin who murdered Leon Trotsky on

police. Anyone possessing clues

IST APPEAL.

| pense of the labor movement, that
Roosevelt wishes to straltjacket
Lhe labor movement preventing it
uol only from jJurisdictional con-
Hicts which might Interrupt the
llow of profile, but more especlal-
I¥ [rom genuine sirikes against
the bosaes for higher wages, short-
er hours, ele.

Hill Green declared that the

Conventlon Hits

AFL Condltlons

—

ATLANTIC CITY, N. ],
Nov. 19— Sidney Hillman
persisls in _moving toward the
AFL, he is unlikely to take
any other union along with him
out of the CIO,

That was made clear this
afternoon, when the Third
Convention of the CIO voted
unanimously in favor of a
motion which meant, in effect,
that the CIO would enter a unit=
ed lsvor movement only when
that movement represented the
victory -of industrial unionism.

More important than the formal
victory of the motion was the
clear-headed and militant spirit
displaved by ihe conventisn del-
cgates on this fMundamental gues-
tion. The table at which =at the
Hillman supporters—f{rom the
Amalgamated Clothing Workera
and the Textile Workers Uinjon—
was like a piece of driftwood,
oilffeted about by a stormy sea
of pronsed delegates,

Every delegate ln the room had
keen bombarded for months, amnd
espocially since election day, with

=)

(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued on Page 3)

By DON DORE
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fhree planis manufacluring  ex-
plosives anuffed out the lives of
15 workers, including a nomber
of women. A score of olhers were
permanently mangled and mal-
med,

The first newspaper accounis of
these dizsasters bore headlines
sereaming the sinister word “sab-
atage.” Tho impresslon  waas
sharply etched on the pablic mind
that the =xplosions were part of
a wide-spréad plan of “forelgn
agents” to impede “national de-
fense™ production.

PRESS BECOMES SILENT

The day following the explo

glons, the press suddenly became
quiet, Scarcely any farther neows

relense,

|'[:|]H:E. Editorial comment was re-
-u [T | luawhi e, ‘m

LT Lt TEn l
h'll'd!.'ﬂd ur-:mnfl by innumfrﬂh‘le
“maybes™ and “perhaps.”

This sudden hush-up of the en-
lire matier, as though by & eal
culated move, strikingly parallels
the press treatment of the previ-
ous hlast at ithe Hercules Powder
Co. plani at Kenvil, 8. J.. whern
51 workers were bBlown o biis.

A numiber of velled and obseare
réfences, bhuried within the long
nowspaper aceounig of ihe first
day, glves o sirong clue to the
reason {o0 Lhis suddenly imposed
silence,

WORKERS MURDERED

They reveal ihat ihe "firsl in-
veatigations of the FBI and other
polles  ageneies have uneoversd

r : ; Mhl i, I

bozs clags and its g:l:n'emmn;:ul pm—

i exé Workers w-ervl mir.
dered—murdered just as sure-
Iy as if they had been mowed
down by direct artillery fire—
murdered by the Inzatiable
greed of the bosses for more
and more profits!

UNSAFE I'REOCESS

The first hint of this was given
lwo montha ago in the New York
Herald-Tribime  account of ithe
Hereuwles Powder disaster. After
thousands of words devoled to
planting the suspleion of “sabot-
age,” ona burled parmgraph re-
verl that the real cause of the
murderons ecplosion wos the uoe
tf AR wnsafe process tn the mapus-=
facture of nltraglycerine, o proc-
cag which the compony had becn

was printed about the calasire-

e¥idence of conditions which (he

——rTrmTmem o

{ﬂ-l:nlinund on Page 3)

Kirst Results of Our Military Policy

By JAMES

P. CANNON

The military transitional program, unanimously accepled

by eur recent Chicago conferen

ce after two months of discus-

sion in the party branches, has provided our comrades with a

most effective approach and
workers., Numerous reports and
all partz of the country l.«t:‘-chf:."
to the value of our program in
this respect. It arouses intevest
and discussion precisely because
it deals most concretely with the
one big subject which dominates
the minds of the workers, the
gubject of war and militarism.

WORKERE EXPECT WAR

AN reports testify that the over
whelming majority of the workers
expect  direct  participation of
America in the war. This fecling
of the workers I8 profoundly eor-
pect, and it is the duty of an hon-
eal revoluilionary pariy o iell
them =0, Short of a revoelution,
for which the Amerlean workers
e ot yol ready, it is imposeiblo
to prevent or aven (o halt the
deliberale movement of American
imperialism  inte  the milltary

the Axis powers al least three-
fourths of the way. The pofley of
selling goods and war malerials
only tor those couniries whoe are
able 1o curry Lhem away in their
own ships Iz simply a elever dev-
{lee to supply Britain and partici.
pate In the blockade of the others.
The political and moral prepara-
tion of public opinjon against the
Axis powors s completed, The en

The conditions he |

He has not |

tire Western Hemisphere has al-
ready been marked off as the éx-
clugive domain of Wall Street. Ta
iop things «off. on the practical
side, fiftean billjon dollars have
|Lhz|_-|l :11|[|-|':c|-pr!aln1'l for armamenis
while conseription has becomo a

tity or to tell the truth about Lis)law and is being put luto effect

means of agitation among the
letters from - active comrades n

without
whatever,
In the face of all these slagger-
ing facis it
o Iull the workers with a pros:
pict’ aof peace or o whine against

any serious opposition

ig already in operation. American
imperialiam has already entered
with both feel on the path of war
and militarism. This s the new
reality, and abstract opposition
cannol aflect the conrse of events
in any way whatever. IL iz the
task of ithe proletavian vangnard
{6 aeeepl the new reallty, L moeet
the imperialisie on  their own
ground, the ground of militarism.
and counterpose to thelr program
ithe military program of the prole-
tar.at.

Thatl i the task which our e

giruggle for world domination, iy. aided by the genius of Trol
In ihe esgence of the matter, | #ky: has aimed o accomplish by
America s already at war with | *he adoption of the Chicagoe veso

lution and the developnient of aur
agitation In accordance with il.

WIDE SPREAD INTEREST

ft is precizely because (his reso-
lulion goes 1o the very hearl of
the problem of the day thal il
has arou=sed such wide-spread In
terest and diseussion from the e
ginning. ©Our poliey is realistic
apd profoundly revoluiionary, bl
o osirikes a new nole and hreaks
sharply with the t(radition of
American radfealism which has
been negative and essentially pa-
chfist on 1the quesiion of war, For
that reason we  develed (wo
monihs {6 internal discussion be-
tore publicly proclaiming our resg-

imtbom. The upanimity and en-
thusiasm with which our party
adopled the resolution B evidenoce
that g vears of Marxist oeduca-
tion under the direct instruction
of Comrade Trolsky were nol
wasled,

We are now only at the hegin
1l1llg of our attempt (o popudlarize

1.
iz a positive erime | Iy elEen
L | ahead., bt

nniversal military servies which s

the palicy in the general labor
There ia a long road
the first resulis give
freassuring proof that we are on
the right road. We seek, frst of
all, an appiroach (o the militant
warkers whose  patriolism—at
least 999 of them are patriotic

ig In large measure o conlosed
expression of their hatred for fase-
ism. These =sentiments are now
explofted by the Imperialisis, Our
palley “is designed (o furn these
rentimentz in the direcilon of &

strugele for thelr own class in-
lerests and 10yl ion,
REPORTS DIVERSIFIED

Thie Hirel Feactions Lo olr Feso-

Iefion have been widely diversi.
fled. Our reporls from the Held
ghow that geme workers are sym
palheiic, some seepiical. Many
workers wanl to know how the
policy will “work out In practiee
They raise acute and penetrating
gquestions of application which
have nol yel been adeguately an
swersd in our press. In this se-
e of articles 1 shall comment
on Lthese quesilons and eblegiions |
and undertake o answer al the
samae  Lime the eriticism of the
various radieal political groups
whe, ag was 0 b expecled, nei-
ither understand nor agree wiih
atr polley, In some aspecis of
Ll question,
apponents provide an opportunity
for the rveatatement and elueida-
tfom of our paoliey in a way to
mest the objections of the work
ers and make our policy clears

the eriticiems of our |

flg Lhem. Thisg aim, 1 hope, will
justify taking spree for an an-
awer to fnetional pdlemica which
would otherwise be stale and prof
itless and out of place in our agl-

tatfionnl paper.

A TACTICAL SUPPLEMENT

Our military resolution, it gpoes
withaoul saying, does not repeal
the basic program of the party
and the Fourth International, but
iz desigied as a factical supple-
ment to il. [L &8 nobt in itsalf
a program af proletarian revely-
tion, but o bridge toward . It is
degigned to protect and develop
the class independence of tha
workers who are dragooned into
the imperialist military machine,
It is, in ecffect. a proposal for a
united front with (the workers as
they are (oday, patelotie and antl-
[aseist, nod rendy for the sockalist
revolution, biut eoncorned o pro-
tocl themselves and their elass in-
terests,  We offer thein & program
of jednt struggle for practical and
reasonable demands which will
protect the interesia of thie work-
ers, préeserve thelr class indepen-
demce and prepare the way, by
the ohjective logic of their devel-
opment, for the revolutionary
show-tlown, That is why we eall
otir military program a (ransition-
al program of agitation as distinel
fram our fundamenial program of
| #ocialist revolption which we ad-
YHIER 'I:-;.' ;lrn_’l.rrf;ur_lr.-}.u Onee thisg
[distinetion is understood—and no
one who reads our vesoliution in-
telligently and consclentionsly
can misundersiand it—1be eritie-
iTmE of our political apponents,
who accuse us of opportunism, fall
of thelr own welght.

OEHLERITES ATTACK
RESOLUTION

This I8 the case with the Ochl-
(Continued on Page 4)




