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YLAROR WITH A WHITE SKIN
CANNOT EMANCIFATE IT

'WHI:.-HI'.- 'I..H.BGIH WITH ..ﬁ. BlLaA
HARI.

BRANDED™
Negro Struggle
By ALBERT PAREER

We think that it will be generally agreed that
the shabblest Unele Tom sell out of the whaole
electoral campalgn was pulled off two weeks ago
at the convention of the United Government Em-
ployees held in Washington. (This organization,
led by Edgar G. Brown, claims a membership of
20,000 Megro federal employees. It also claims
to apeak in the interesis of the Negro people, Both
these claims are grossly exaggerated.)

For It was af ilis conventlon that the United
Government gZmployees won the “honor” of belng
the firet (and perhaps the only) colored organiza-
tion in the country to go on record endorsing the
vicious Jim Crow policles announced by Roos-
evelt a hall month earlier for the armed forees
of the United Siates.

ENDORSE SEGREGATION

First they endorsed the principle of segrega.
tion in the Army, Then they weni further. They
-asked that this principle be extended, that more
Jim Crow army divielohs be established, The
only thing they asked in return was that colored

officers, instead of white, be assigned to these
divisions.
Not entisfied with scgregation in the land

forces, the men vespongible for the adoption of
thiz pozition by the U.G.E. then ashed that it be
extended 1o the Navy.

In the Mavy Megroes can become only walters
and cooks.
one part of the ship. Insiead of protesting this
and demanding that tkey bhe permitted Into all
branches of the servies, they asked insiead for
a separate battleship, eralser, aubmarine, destroy-
er and aijrplane carrier “to be eventually manmed
and officercd by MNegroes,"

In this way they ask for comiplete segregation?
They aren't satiafied with hall-way measures,

MNegroes are also barréd from the naval aca-
demy. Instead of demanding an end to this and
equal rights for Negroea at the academy, they
aeked insiead for o separaie “Annapolis”™ in the
Virgin Islands,

OFf course, it fan't too hard to figure out why
the convention sdopted this position. They knew
what digserimination and segregalion mean to the
Megro people—bat they weren't thinking of the
Megro people, They were thinking about them-
gelves, and their jobs, and thelr salaries as gov-
grnment employees .

By telling the colored people, “This i & good
thing for us; all we nesd now & more of it ana
more colored afficers and our problema are sole
ed,” they attempted to keep in office the Admin-
fstration that signs their pay-checks and wipes
dts fect on them,

WHAT IT REALLY MEANS

But putting aside for a minute the ﬂurd‘:d.
moetives behind 16, let’s examine the proposal on
its own feet and see how well it stands up,

What . peaple who support such proposals don't
underatand is this: The policy of discrimination
and gegregalion in the armed forcez plocez o
slamp of approval on discrimination and segrega-
fion in <civilicn Hie.

When Roosevelt endorsed segregatlon in the
Army, he eajd in effoct: Yes, MNegroea are mot
like other people, they should be placed off on a
side, they are inferior, and they should be sep-
arated from white men in the Army just as they
are separated ffom them outside the Army.

In other words, the Jim Crow policy in the
Army is based on the theories of “inferiorily of
Megroes" and the “necesalty for white supremacy.”
Let Mr. Edgar Brown ask any Southern lyncher
or Ku Kluzer amd they'll tell him that's what
it is!

Roosevelt, by announcing this policy for the
Army, says to the owners of indostry, to big busi-
nesa, o rellef officials, to movie and restanrant
proprietors, and even to some reactlomary labor
fakers: Sure, go ahead Jim Crowing them, the
government 18 doing the same!

And Brown and hig supporiers are themselves
now in the pogition of saying: Roosevelt iz right,
we don'l deserve equal rights, we should be segre-
Eated,

Those whoe support this position new ecannod
complain abeit  diserimination in clvillan 1ife
either. If a reactionary school board in the Korth
wants to send colored children to separaie schools,
how will Brown be able o argue against ft? All
he conld do iz weakly say:  All right, but don't
forget to give us colored teachers in the Jim
Crow schools,

LIVES OF NEGROES INVOLVED

As long as the Negroes are separated from
the white soldiers, it is very easy for ithe labor-
hating officer caste in charge of the Army to
pick them out for special assignment and work:
ag labor bhattalions, digging trenches and latrines,
and as suicide squads, for the most dangerous
work, wifere men's lives are thrown away cheaply.

This was the practies in the last war, and it
wlll be the practlce in this war, as long as the
officer caste controls the Army, and as long as
Negroes are in separate regimenta,

Having Negro offlcers for these separate regi-
ments will not change matters In this respect
at all. They won't be able to prevent choice of
thelr reglmentz for dangerous assignments at all,

Consequently, In spite of who the officers are,
separate regiments will not protect the Negro
soldier from the most important discrimination
of all: a high umpm'ﬂﬂn of aseipnments that
enidanger his life.

Those %Who want to protect the Negroes from
insult and discriminstion must join the struggle
for union control of tralning. This struggle alone
will abolish Jim Crowlasm in the Army, will
create the conditions whereby Negroes will be
able to enter any regiment, free of digcrimination,
and officered by workers, black and white, selected
by the soldiers themselves.

In this way they are segregated into '

Negro Slave

Led Revolt

By WILLIAM DIXON

November 11, 1%40 marks the
108th anniversary of the hanging
of Mat Torner, Negro slave who
oreanized an insurreciion arainst
alavery in Virginia. Althongh put
down In blosd, this Insurrection
instilled fear im the hearis of the
slaveholders of that arean for the
next 30 wvears, and inspired the
elaves and abolitionist® 1o Carry
cn thelr struggle.

Wat Turner was born in South-
ampton County, Vicginia, October
2, 1800, the son of a native of Af-
riea. In his youih lie was Im-
preazed with the religions cnsiams
ond superstitions of the neighbor-
hood, and when he was glven per
mizzion by his master o learn te
read and write, he trained him-
sell to become a preacher,

waolttld be free,

INSPIRED BY NEGRO
VICTORIES

A number of the white refugees
from the succesafil revolution of
San Domingoe had settled in the
county, bringing their slaves with
them, and there s reason to he-
lieve that Nat, whe was able (o
freely move about the neighbor
hood as a preacher, was inapired
by the stories he heavd from them
about the victoriea of the armed
Megroes,

At one time he escapedl from
his master and after heing at
large for a month reiurned by
himself, Tn all probability he re-
cognized that the problem he was
interesied in conld never e golv-
ed by individoal action alone, that

1 3AW NEED, TO ORGANIZE

Whatshe learned from reading
and what he experienced in his
own life convineed him that he
and his race were oppressed and
that the only salution was to or
ganize themselves io fight for
their freedom. He felt that he
was a servant of God, and thas
it wag his mission to lead his
poople in the struggle. He was
like the other Megro rebels of his
time in that his philosophy was
i quesr mizture of superstitioons
belief and a practical wnderstand-
Ing that noithing eould help the
Elaves but their own organized
efforts to end slavery. As n res-|
ult, he was able to utilize the
superstitions of the Negroes in
arcuging them for the Aght for
liberation.

He not only Enew how to read,
but he had some knowledge of
mechanics, and experimented in
meking pottery, paper and gun-
powder. But in spite of this he
changed masters spveral times and
once was severely whipped for

| liams.

the job was silll to organize and
prepare.

When hkiz friends among the
glaves nsked him why he had re
turned, his reply was typical. He
faid that he had a vislon to return
and wait for his “=sign"—a =ipnal
that wauld sommon him  and
others o action. He also said
that the “white spirit™ and the
“Dlack spirit” were in combat and
that the “black spiFit™ was fight-
ing fiercely for freedom.

ORGANIZE UPRISING

Finally im July, 1331, he and
four other slaves, Nelsonm Wil
Samuel Frances, Henry
Forter and Hark Travis, met 1o-
gether seeretly and began to plan
the details for an uprising that
would begin at hiz master's home.
Josaph Travis, and then spread
ithronghout the area. There was
vague talk about setting up a
Megro gpovernment, but most of
their attention was paid o the
praciical detalls of the insurrec
Lion. '

predicting that some day Negroes

Nat Turner Rebellion Anniversary

Lions, Lake their armas,
ganize the slaves as they marched
from plantation o plantation.

The night before they started
the" uprising on -Augnst 21, Not
iz reported to have made the fol
lowing speech 1o hig wen:

“DEEDSE=NOT WORDS™

“Friends and brothers. we are
about to commence & greatl work
tomight! Our mce I8 o be deliv-
el from slavery, and God has
appointed s the men to do His
hiddings; and let ue be worthy
of our calling, 1 am told 1o slay
all the whites we encounier, with:
ont regard to age or sex.
“We have no arms or ammuni-
tion, but we will find them in
the homes of oar oppressors . .
Remember that ours I8 not a war
for robbery, nor (o satisly our pas.
sions; il is o struggle for free-
dom, Ours must be deeds, noi
words , . . "

Far three dave, the insurgents
slruck st one point after another,
virning the homes and killing the
masters who had oppressed (hem,
gathering support as they wen!
wlong, but slowly, Their numbers
Increased to more than 200. It is
gignificant that none of the slaves
whom they reached velfused 1o
take np armsg with them, an indi-
cation that they too were ready
for action.

It iz alzo nolable that although
it was their intention o kill every
white they met, they made one
interesting exception: a family of
anonslaveholding whites.

SLAVEHOLDERS DIE
OF FRIGHT

They were finally overwhelmed
by tremendous forces, who mowed
them down and hunted them in
the woods until every last rebal
was eapiured., Turner was tried
and convicted and calmly went
to his death on Movember 11, dec-
laring he felt nmo guilt, that he
had only beem trying to lead the
Alavea to freedom as Washington

The plan was to kill the white

oecupants of the nearby planta- —for freedom, peace and the right
and or-

io live as human beings.

But this was not the end of It.
Fear had streck into the hearis
of the slave-owning aristocracy,
and everywhere they-looked, they
gw the Agure of Mat Turner arls-
mg to plague them. They mured-
ared hundeeds of slaves wha had
had nothing to do with the up-
rigsing, and they woere so panicky
that- they ook steps to see to it
ithat MNegroes would not become
preachers in the fature, It was
reported that even afier Turner
was hanged, three slaveholders in
far-away Norlh Carolina died of
iright!

REVOLT CONTINUES
Turier was hanged, but the

- |mpirit of revalt that he symbol

ized was carried on hy the slaves
and the foes of slavery. The slaves
ware finally emancipated afier a
tloody strugele in which they hore
arms and carrled on in Nat Turn-
er's herole spirit,

Today the siruggle of Nat Tarn-
er is still being conducted—this
1ime against the monsirous in-
juntices and diserimination of a
decaying capitalist system that
denies the Negroes egual rights
in peace time and sabjects them
to segregalion and insult in the
armed forces into which they are
being drafied “for a war for de-
mocracy.”

Wea honor the heroism and mili.
tancy of Nat Turner om the 108th
anniversary of hig death, and we
earry on his traditions In these
iroubled times by urging the work-
erg, black and white, to learn the
military arig, to traip themselves
how to fight for freedom, to sirag-
gle for trade union control of mill-
LAY lfﬂiﬂiﬂﬂ g0 that they will be
ahle to defend their own Iinter-
eate amd mnot those of thelr op-
Pressnrs, '

Join the Socialist

had led fthe American revoluiion

Workers Party

By MARY DANTE

In a world today torn wilh so-
cinl sirife and war, when hunger,
exploitation, and death in the boss
war affect every worker's home
throughout the world, the role of
{ the woman worker begonmes as im-
| poriant as that of the soldiers.
The boss war monger makes no
| distinction beiween the sexes. As
he makes a place for the working
man on the battlefield, so he
makes & place in the faetory for
the working woman,

The first world war proved this:
When wars are fought on a masa
scale with modern equipment an-
der the present Industrial system
and men are weeded for the lat-
tleflelds, women are forcsd into
the factorles to “carry on the
work at home.”

Im 1514, when women were sig-
gosted fs  “non-combatant”  sol-
diers, Lord Kitchener said, "Wom-
eng’ work will not be wanted. Onr
men must fght and our women
must knit.” Three yenrs later a
milllon and a guarter English
women were ¢mployed in indostry
in England. In Movember 1017
there were ten thousand munitions
fnetorios employing mainly wom-
on. The Birmingham *shop™ alone
employed BO000, Other ranches
of the English government em-
ploying women were: Admirally,
d000: Agriculture, 54.000; Muni-
cipal Trams, 10,000, The War Of-
fice alone employed forty to fifty
thougand in everything from driv-
era and mechanies in France to
clerks and gardeners at home,

THROWN INTO FACTORIES

Women heretofore had beem el
ther housewlves or “hired oul” to
one of the “better<lazs™ families
aof England. Overnight they were
thrown into the factories. This
wia wartime (1915-18) and work:
ing conditions were horrible. The
work day was twelve hours, day
and night shifis,

At dawn one could see the piti-
ful figure of the woman worker
leaving Woolwick Araenal after
gpending twelve hours under ar-
tificiml light and foul ajr. Her
eves were bloodghot, senses stun-
ned amd flesh namb from  the
night's labor, At home undernour-
{shed children, crowdod roome, and
a day of housework swailed her,
In a report of the British Min-
{gtry Investigating Commities we
read: “Women's day begins al
4:00 or 3:30 AM, She reporis for
work at &:00 AM.; works fowr-
teen hours. It usually iakes her
two hours (o get home, She never
gets to bed, before 10:00 or 10:30
. M. Her housing iz inade-
quate.” Married women preferred
ito work at mnight so that they
conld dp thelr hounsework daring
the day.

munitions factpry in Hades, Eng-
land, emplaying wemen worlkors,
“Dante's Inferno is nothing to the
noise, the foree, the flare.”

HEAYY MANUAL LABOR

In munftion factories they wera
required Lo 1ift 50 pound boxes
of material and in sagar [aelories,
60 and 80 pound baga of sugar.
o eonsideration was given fo
iheir physical condition. “The fact
that from this hard unnatoral la-
hor some women wonld not be
able to bear children or that all
kinds of serious complications of
thefr reprgductive organs could de-
velop was mol even considercd by
ihe bosses, Very Hitle or no med-
jenl eare was ot the disposal of
thess women workers,

In the factories they were fore
gd Lo eat in canteens where the
food was of two classes. One for
ithe forewoman and ane for the
worker. Conditions were véry nmn-
gpnitary, somelimes no lavatories
whalssever being provided in the
factories.

A human being can siand =0
much and ne more. So L was
withh these women. In ong great
aracnal complaints in the canteen
end workshop went unheeded un-
il & “real row" was raised.
“@ipetchers and polies were requi-
gitioned.” We'll wager there were
many oiher real rows that were
kicked up by the working women,
pnd many more women carried
out on stretehers after being beat-
en by the police, which were never
recarded.,

After tolling all day under sach
miserable conditions the English
molher eame home tired and worn
anly to face another ome of her
many problems: Feeding her fam-
ily on the ratlon cards. Porridge
instead of bacon and eggs, rice
pnd macaroni fnstead of meat,
margaring for butter, lentlls as
filler in nearly every dish, practi-
cally no fruits, no milk for the
baby. Because of the shortage of
milk mothers were urged Lo nurse
their babics until 910 months old.
Mo one told her how she was to
get the strenglh and milk 10 norse
her ¢hild.

ARISTOCRATIC FOREWOMEN

The Britlah wore well aware of
ithe terrible exploitation of these
women workers who were driven
into the factories through econe-
mic necessity, The gpovernment
had dragged their husbands and
eons to war. No, the British gov-
ernment took no chances when it
came to  appointing  forewomen
(watehdops) in  the factories.
Ethel Twesdic, English writer,
(reactionary) in her book, Waman
tnd Soldier, says ““The best sort
of Torewoman—and thew have 100

better-glass ladies. The aristocrat
wha 5 arcusiomed to rule in the

tp 400 girls under them—are the

for two years, ay10.ghillings or
12 shillings was gonsidered gquite
omough for these ladies, whose
pluek, endurance and gentle in-
fluencs have done much to win
the war."”

The boss Enows who can get
ihe most work Prom his workers.
These “botler-class” ladies are
guite capable; yes, they arve ac-
customed Lo wringing avery ounoe
of work from their servanis in
ithe home. Matorally they had
na geruples about overworking the
women in the factory. I lakes
o more training to drive a work-
er in the factory than it does in
the home. The fact that these
fine ladies never did a stitch of

work Im their Hves, let alone
thelir mot undersianding the
multiple  problems of factory

work and machinery, did mot
bother the British imperial-
igta when they appointed these
*hetier-class” waichdogs In the fae-
tories during the firgt world
slaughier.

And all these ]nﬂiuﬂ ask is ien
or twalve shillings, like the dollar
a year men on the “Delensc
Boards."”

Don't he surprised if vou find
Doriz Duke, Brenda Frazier, or
maybe Ethel DuPont Roosevell, ag
your forewoman in the factory
during World War No. 2. They
will know how Lo handle you if
vou complain gbout wages and
hourg and speed-up.  They have
bad experience with their sery-
gnts. While the women in the
factories are “blesped” with such
fine forewomen thelr husbands
will he equally “Blessed™ in the
army with the James Cromwells,
Tommy Manvilleg, and F. I}, Roos-
evelt Jr's as their officers.

DEATH RATE RISES

And what of the voung mother-
fo-be whose hugband was ot war?
Ivd the Britieh government pro-
vide for her? This was wartime
and no time for sentimentalism.
Prospective mothers worked un-
der the same conditions and same
hours during pregnancy as be
fore, Many of them were foresd Lo
work right up to the period of
confinement. They had no other
means of Hyvelihood, Many of them
had other ehildren at home to sup-
port. In some factories as soon
ag # woman ‘was Known to bhe
pregnanl she was discharged be-
cauge she couldn't “turn out the
work.” Maternity hospitals wers
Few, many women were forced to
glve birth to their bablez in the
workhouse. Skilled nursing and
mid-wifery was not avallable. The
death rate in childbirth rose, es-
peclally among women bearing
ihelr first child. As the prospes-
tive mother recelved no pre-natal
care, 50 she received no post-natal
care,

Boss War Brutally Exploits
Women Workers in Factories

clilld? Rest assured not the boss
government of England. She was |
foresd to go (0 work Ag s00m as
ghe left the bed. Whom did she
leave her child with? A nelghbor,
relative, or other childién of the
family, Most of the time the ehild
recelved Improper eare and was
githjected to all kinds of disease.
Finally becanse of increasing
proteats and complaints, the Bril-
ish government was forced (6
pags laws favorable to the young
mother. “No woman could be em-
ployed within four weeks of glv-
Ing birth o the child.,” How gef-
eroug!  Any doctor will tell us
ithat a mother, especially one who
has been subjected to overwark
and under-nourishment, should oot
do .any strenuous labor for at
least twa months afier giving
hirth to a child, These were the
same “saviours of eivilization,"
who iried to crush the Russinn
Revolutiom. which gave prospoes-
tive mothers in Rossia a vacation
three moniths before and thres
months after glving birth to a
child, with regular wages and com-
plete hospitallization,

BOSSES RESPONSIELE

The irony of all this 1a that the
regponeibility for the fnhuman
treatment glven the worker-malh-
er bearing a *“war baby"” in 1%14
flea with the sama Britlsh boss
who today 18 responsible [or the
murider of thougands of thess same
swar habies™ who have been
drafted fnto a war to defend the
brulal profit system of British Im-
perialism, As you are borm, 8o
shall you die!  Yes, every woman
worker of England set a man fresa
to Become a soldier in the last
war, and =0 1t shall be im the
second  world war in England,
France, Germany, U. 5. A. Al
ready the boss class of the United
Stales s drafiing the men into
the army and the women into the
[actories.

Let ng not permit these lessons
af 1914 to fall on deaf ears. Let
us learn the lesson from our Eng-
Hah gslstera and the American
woman of yesterday. Don't per
mit the boss politiclan and class-
collaborationist labor leaders Lo
wipe out the horrible memorios
of the first world war with fancy
phrases and sugarod words,

When ihey call upon mothera
and wives to send ithelr men o
“defend  democracy and eiviliza.
tion from the barbarie Hunms" let
ng fMing into theoir faces the bar-
haric treatment women received
from these same boss war mong-
ers in the last war., Let us pledge
that tomorrow we ghall tear from
our hacks the yokes of these
hgsses and Aght along with our
men for a free seclety, a society

An English writer describes o

household, Twelve hour shifis

Who supported ber and the

these United States,

for working men and women!—
in England, Germany, Britain and

CARLSON
CAMPAIGN

{Contimied from Page 1)

fam fteelf, the Trotsksist candi-
date continued, ™ . . . Both Roos-
evell and Willkle, as well as the
lezser political lighis of the De-
mocratic and Republican parties,
swear thelr allegiance o the sys.
tem of private enterprise. Al
expregs o ferveni beflef in the
ability of capltalism ulilmately to
do away with the soclal evila of
unemployment and poveriy—of
want in the midst of plenty. These
capitalist politiciane eannot or
will not wndersiand that these
pocial evils have thelr roots in the
capitalistic system of production
for profit and that no measure
short of the overthrow of the pro-
At system filself can end them.”

‘Dr, Carlson explained that this
program did not mean that the
Boclalist Workers Party did not
believe in a fight for the imme-
diate relief of the suffering of
ithe exploited workers and farmers,
“Thiz {8 an age of milltarizm,
an epoch of wars and struggles
#nd conflicts. Before his tragle
death at the hands of Stalin's
GPU murderer, the great revola-
tionary thinker, Leon Trotsky,
wrale "All the great questlons wil)
be declded in the next epoch, arms
in hand."*

“It follows, thersafore,” econil-
nued Dr. Carlson, “that workers

and farmers should avall themsel-
ves of the oapportunfty to obtain

military training. Not only must
Amerlcan werkers and farmers

learn to protect themselves from

the Hitlers and Mussolinis of
Eurape, but ¢ven mofle Important,

they must be prepared Lo defend

themselves from the menace of

fasciam at home™

The speaker then polnted 1o the

lessons of the French defeat. “Pe-

tain, Weygand. Laval and ths

other democratic leaders of wyes-

terday, upon whom the French

people  depended for protection

from the foreign faseists, capitu-

lated before Hitler and establighed

the present brutal Petaln regime

under which the French people

are oppressed both by Hitler and

hy'their own dictators. The only

effective defense against fascism

is the scizure of power by the

workers and the establishment of
i seclalist sochety.™

In' a withering attack on the
[philosophy of pacifism within the
labor movement, Comrade Carl-

son showed the ridiculousness of
the workers hesitating to wuse

arms in delense of thelr lives and
imteresiz . She exposed the faet

that capitalism, against which
these pacifists do not protest,
daily destroys with the utmost
brotality thousands of the poor
and weak,

[ et oy 2 Bk
Dr. Ruby Dies

The Chirago Local of the
SWI* regretfully says farewell
to one of itz oldest and most
loval sympathizers, DOCTOR
JONAE RUBY, who died on
Oetober 20 of a cerchral
hemorrhage.

Iir. Ruby's selfless devotion
to the needs of the workimg
class extended beyond the feld
of his medieal contribotion in-
to the sphere of politics where
he dentified himself from the
earliest dave with the struggle
of the Left Opposition and the
Fourth Internationalist move-

m?.t.
LR AT

Correction

Our attention has been called to
n misleading sentence in the story
of the need for trade union con-{
trol of military tralning which we
reprinted in last woek's issue
from the Northipesf Organiser.
The sentence, part of the Orpan-
izer's  editorial comment, reads:
“Such a program would place the
workera in the position of helng
fully able to defend thelr own in-
foresis  amd woold b the best
punaramtes to capitalism against
fascism, efther the forelgn or mna-
tlve brand.”

This a misprint. The sentence
ghould pread: "Buch a program
would place the workers In the
poaition of being fully able to de-
fond  thelr own intercsts and
woilld be the best guarantee

against fasclam, either the for
elgn or mative brand.”

EXTRA EXTRA

Boro Park Social

at

URNEW HEADQUARTERS
3623 - 15 Ave. Brooklyn

Dine, Dance and Drink Beer

FUN and PRIZES __
SAT. Nov. 18 9:00 P.M.

Dmft Health
Bad, Medical
Report Shows

By LYDIA EYDELL

A recent highly interesting survey, based on
the Intest influx of volunteers for the army, has
been reported in the pages of the Journal of the
American Medical Association for October 12,
1840, by Dr, George E. Leone, captain of the U, 5.
Army medical corps and medical inspector for
recruiting in the 2nd corps area, including New
York City. During the momths of June, July and
August of thiz year 6,743 unmarried young men
between the ages of 18 and 35, all part of an
original enlistment into the Regular Army, were
examined under his supervision. All of them were
eighth grade graduates and many had completed
high school and college courses: nome had ever
been convicted of a felony., These facts indieate
that the social level represented by these men was
by no means the lowest or poorest in America.
Of this number, 2,195 or ahout one-third were
rejected because of physzical deficiencies which
made them poor material to send onto the battle-
field. .

Of the men rejected, the largest number (516,
or 23% of the total) were turned down becadse
of the condition of their teeth. Among physicians,
as among horse-traders, it is dommonly agreed
that the condition of health of a subject’s teeth
is a reliable eriteriom of hiz general health. The
appalling condition of the teeth of these citizens
of New York can be fathomed when one learns
that the requirements for acceptance in the Army
are ridiculously low. A man must have o mini-
mum of three masticating teeth above and three
below. This means twelve teeth to a head, even
if the teeth have been filled. And it means also,
if teeth are accepted as a gauge of health, that
a man can be less than 50% par and still be good
encugh for the Army.
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DISEASES OF POVERTY

MNext in order of frequency eame disqualifica-
tioms because of bad eves. Twenty-one percent
of those rejected (479 men) were turned down
beeause they suffered from eye conditions which
the report admits could have been avoided if at-
tention had been paid them earlier in life. Most
of the reeruits did not wear glasses and had no
suspicion that their eyes were not pood.

A significant commentary on the widely pub-
licized report that present reernits are on an
gverage two inchez taller than those of the last
war is the fact that 15% (308 men) of the re-
eruits examined were rejected because of stature
deficiencies. Most of these were found to be un-
derweight for their height, a condition which is
l!slm::ially B]n,rmlng to military specialists, since
it Indmatcs :u ‘fondamental lack of reststance and
marks such men as the first to hreak down
physically when they come up against the ripors
of military life, A large number of these men
showed such signs of undermourishment that
they were potential candidates for tuberculosis.

Complaint is made that much of the physical
Jeh:ilit:,r of American workers springs from their
faulty diet, made up in too large part of potato
and flour starches and sugar, which provide surs=
Tace energy and an unhealthy fatness but give an |
inadequate supply of the minerals and vitaming
necessary for real strength and resistance. If
any- of these military physicians cared to go
further into statistics they might find that the
ineldence of starches and sugars in the diet of
workers has a direct relation to the level of
wages on the one hand and the price of varicus
types of foods on the other.

BOURGEQIS PRESS ALARMED

The bourgeoiz press, notably the New York
Times, in commenting on the findings reported by
Dv. Leone are properly alarmed at what the
swrvey hasz disclosed. They are fearful of the
possibility that the army now being created may
be made up of men who are not physically
equipped to stand up and take it as a good Ame-
rican should. They grasp at the traditional straw
when they point out that these men are, after
all, voluntecrs most probably largely from the
unemployed ranks and therefore representative
of a lower level of living than the normal cross-
section of the American population. The direct
opposite is however the probability.

Dr. Leone himself records that these young
men had volonteered for Army service because
they had “thought themselves physically fit to
fight for the defense of their country.” They woere
surprised and annoyed at the rejections, having
considered themselves, in comparison to other

men of their acquaintance, pood physical speci- .-

mens. It iz quite obvious that men suffering
from pulmonary or venercal diseases or display-
ing noticeable skeletal defects simply do not nor-
mally volunteer for Army service.

Military circles express a vain hope when they
anticipate a higher physical level among the mass
of conscripta who Wil soon be called for traim-
ing. Only then will the real ravages of malnu-
trition and bad social environment become notices
able. Then we shall begin to hear the real statis.

tics on tuberculosis and pelagra, on syphilis, on
hone deformities and rotten teeth. Then it will
become clear even to the officer caste that the
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penalty for the last decade of intense depression - 58

has been paid for by a serious weakening of the
physique of the potential American soldier,

Under a workers and farmers govermment,
not only would an imperialist war have been
avoided, but the present generation of young men

in a land of such abundance as America would 7

have enjoyed food and decent living conditions
that wounld have given them the healthicst bodies
in the world.




