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The Way of Lenin and

23 Years of the
Russian Revolution

Twenty-three yvears ago this week, on November 7, 1917,
the workers of Russia established their own power under the
leadership of Lenin and Trotsky.

It was the first great break-through in a war-weary and
blood-sodden world. The triumph of the workers in Russia
opened the road to the fight of workers everywhere for peace,
bread, and freedom. |

In the days of October 1917, Lenin and Trotsky warned a
thousand times that the Russian Revolution would stand or fall
upon the success of accompanying workers” revolutions in the
the more advanced countries of Europe. In Germany, Austria,
Hungary, and through the colonial empires of the great powers
there was an answering surge of revolutionary struggle.

Trotsky welded the workers' power in Russia into the Red
Army that crushed or expelled one aiter another the interven-
tionist forces of Britain, France, the United States, and Japan,
and defeated and dispersed the White Russian puppets of the
interventionist powers—HKolchak, Deniken, Wrangel, Semenoll.

HOW 'STALINISM GREW

But elsewhere in Europe the power that fell to the workers
was snaiched from them in one country after another. Social
Democratic agents of the capitalist rulers assumed the mantle,;
of government only to preserve intact the capitalist order.
Thanks to them, the capitalist order survived the war every-
where but in Russia. The victorious imperialists gained thercby
the strength to put down by force or by guile the national and
colonial revolutions in subject lands from Egypt to Korea. The
Soviet power survived only in backward, war-exhausted Russia.

In this festering isolation, Stalinism germinated and grew.
The broad workers’ democracy under Lenin and Trotsky was re-
placed by the narrow petty bourgeois bureaucracy under Stalin.
The firm, unequivocal revolutionary internationalism of Lenin
and Trotsky gave way to the conservative nationalism of the
Stalinist clique. Stalin set out to build “socialism in one coun-
try"—a regime in the image of the bureaucracy, a regime
doomed, as Lenin foresaw, to be strangled between hostile im-
perialist camps unless the workers of the world successfully in-
tervened by extending the revolution.

The steady degeneration of the Soviet State that followed
under the rule of Stalin, produced grotesque deformities at home
and weighed like a leaden yoke on the revolutionary move-
ments abroad.

As the capitalisf world went from crisis to crisis in the post-
war decades, there came again opportunity after opportunity to
check the capitalist plunge toward new and still more ruinous
wars and to put the world back on the rails toward the new so-
cialist order so brilliantly heralded by the Russian Revolution of
November 7, 1917.

But in every case the narrow nationalism of the Stalinist
clique sapped the revolutionary wg:}r of rem[tmg masses and
produced™Trest defeats: fn oy aFér-Country—in- Ciia, i
Austria, in Germany, in Spain, in France and in Belgium.

THE PRICE WE PAY

The new world war of 1939-40 is the price the human race
is paying for those defeats. The Soviet Union itself—in the name
of whose security Stalin strangled revolutions in all those coun-
triecs—stands today in the utmost peril of its very existence.
Workers everywhere have been herded into the new slaughter
which is the only way capitalism has left if its domination over
society is to be maintained.

Has anybody in these fateful years shown the peoples of
the world any other road than the road of Lenin and Trotsky?

Is there a way out in the program of bourgeois democracy?
Nobody seriously believes that anymeore, least of all the bour-
geois democrats. In Europe they gave way supinely to Fascism.
MNow they are lashing us into this war on the strength of prom-
ises—the same false, empty, hollow, promises—that after it 1s
all over they are going to erect some new Kkind of system. But
we heard all that in 1914-18. The “democrats” were victorious
then. They produced for us the shining, new world. ..ol 1940,

Is there a way out in the program of the Social Democrats?
Scarcely! They are the ones who helped the bosses fight the last
miserable war and they are the same ones Wwho are |'|L|P1ng 1o
fight this one and are mouthing all the old lies over again on
behalf of capitalist rule,

Is there a way out in the program of Hitler? We know what
Fascism means to the human race. We have seen it at work in
Germany, m Italy, and in the countries conquered by Fascist
armed might. We know that Fascism is the logical development
of capitalist rule. We know it is the road back to barbarism.

Is there a way out in the program of Stalin? But it is the
program of Stalin that strangled the revolution throughout the
world, deformed and all but destroyed the revolution in Russia.
It is the program of Stalin that produced the decay of the greal
revolutionary Communist movements that arose after the last
war. It is the program of Stalin that has effaced all but the single
remaining conquest of October—the collectivized means of pro-
duction.

OURS IS THE ONLY PROGRAM

No, the only program that still stands is the program of
Lenin and Trotsky, the program of the October revolution of the
workers of Russia.

It is a simple program. It says that capitalism has outlived
its usefulness as a way of organizing society. It says that capi-
talist powers can no longer prmluu., for the needs of the world’s
people, can only build machines for war and can only wage war
for division and control of markets, of wealth, and of labor. It
says that the way out is the fight for a new socialist internation: al
order of society. It tells the workers to take power from their
capitalist rulers. It calls for destruction of artificial national bar-
riers on a socialist basis, their re |1Im.u1'n.,nl by a rational world-
wide |m|r.InLl|m1 and exchange of goods. “To each according to
his need, from each according to his abihity.” And it says that
this can be achieved only if workers wrest the power from those
that hold it today.

This is the banner of Lenin and Trotsky and of the Russian
Revolution. This is the banner of revolutionary workers the

~ world over. This is the banner of the Fourth International. Under
this banner the program of November 7, 1917, will tomorrow
become the program of all peoples on the face of the earth.
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War Scene Shifts
To Mediterranean

The shift of the main theater of war to the Medilerranean sig-

between British and German imperialism,

Hitler has apparenily abandoned for the present any attempt to
¢rush Britain by direct assault, invasion of the British Isles. He is
moving instead to isolate the British completely from the European
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LEWIS DOES IT AGAIN; THIS
TIVE FOR THE REPUBLICANS

An Editorial

As You Go to the Polls|)¢t!s Blow

To Labor’s

As you po to the polls this Tuesday, fellow-
workers, what real cholee do you have in ecasting
your hallots?

In a few places you can vole for candidates who
represent the independent political action of the
labor movement. In NMew York you can vole for

Roosevelt,

Lewis and his boys are wyelling for
Willkie. The Stalinisls, Lewis' henchmen, are
trying to make it appear that his supporting
Willkie is somehow more praiseworthy than Hill-
man's supporting Roosevelt. 'We say that therc
is little to choose between ihese two crimes. |

Freedom

John L. Lewis has done it

To do this he has to make the
Mediterranean an Axis lake.
This is the ultimate objective of
the drive begun by lialian forces
against Greece early last Monday
morning.

Presumably the Italiam thrust
al Greeee s one point of a many-
pronged attack. The Italian drive
from Libya inte Egypt and
toward Suez is cerlain to be re-
sumed, AL the same time Hitler
iz dangling huge picces of Africa
before the nose of Franco to faci-
litate passage of German forces
through Spain for an attack on
‘Gibraltar at the western end of
the Mediterranean, The Hitler-
Petain and Hitler-Laval meetings
of - dmst- weesk aesurcdly- hed--ns
one of their objects the mequisi-
tion of Syria and other Mediter-|
ranean holdings of the French as
bases for the seawide operations
against the British.

A Lengthy Struggle

From the standpoint of the war
in general, the Mediterranean of-
fernsive of the Axis opons what
ia certain to be a lengthy and
costly struggle. Probable Axis
victories on land will not decide
the issue until British seapower
has been destroyed or rendered
usgless, That will net be speedily
of easily accomplished.

In more immediate particular,
however, this new phase of the
war brings Turkey and beyond it
the Soviet Union once more to
the crumbling edge of the preci-
pice. The Dardanelles lie right in
the path of the new Axis ad-
venee. The Turks face not only
the Italians crossing Greece but
even nearer home have to caleu-
late on the likelihood of German
attack from the Rumanian Black
Sen coast and from Bulgaria.

What Will Stalin Do?

For “cooperation” in the pre-
sent Axis strategy, Hitler has
offered a “peace” treaty to
Frince and a small share of the
spoils to Spain. What, if any-
thing, has he done to assure the
continued immobility of the Sov-
jet Unien 7 Or, more exactly, has
Hitler reached the point where
he may take Joseph Stalin’s ser-
vices fof granted?

Az HNazi armed power ap-
proaches still  another Soviet
Frontier, Stalin may feel fear-
fully compelled to move again

{Continued on Page 3)

continent and from the Near and Middle Eastern units of its empire.

LOGIC OF A
"STATESMAN’
OF LABOR

FIRST PREMISE:
“With this gold the Hepublican
party atiracts its spokesmen, it
influences its newspapers, It
loosens its Meod of propaganda;
it defiles the stream of public
thought, and it seeks, by [fair
means or foul, to debasch and
sendar helplesg an alectorate,” - -
—Radio Address by John L.
Lewis, Oct. 17, 1936,
SECOND PREMISE:

“In 1932 this party (Demo-
cratic) was ushered into power.
Thiz was not because of the vir-
lues of the parly, nor the talents
nor policy of its leadership. It
was an act of a despairing popu-
lation; a population stricken by
an economic depression of the
first magnitude; a population
sickencd by the moral and intel-
leciual bankruptcy of the Kepub-
lican party.”

—John L. Lewis, in N. Y.
Times interview, Jan. 25, 1940.
THIRD PREMISE:

“As to the Republican pariy,
Mr. Lewis said, it was not claim-
ing to woos labor and was indeed
franmkly hostile to labor.™

—Report of John L. Lewis
speech, M. Y. Times, Jan. 28,
18410,

FOURTH PREMISE:

“I am serving notice upon the
political parties in this country
—and [ don't expect anytlhing
from the Republicans—that Ame-
rica cannot be permitied to drift,
drift, while politicians merely
hope, hope.”

—Speech by John L. Lewis,
April 2, 1040,

FIFTH PREMISE

“Labor has no cause to feel
any confidence in the Republican
party in recent years."

—John L. Lewis, Republican
Convention, June 24, 1940.
CONCLUSION:

“Why, OF COURSE. I recom-
mend the election of Wendell L.
Willkie as the nexi President of
the United States."™

=John L. Lewis,

Radio Ad-

dress, Qct. 25, 1940,

a number of local and Congressional candidates
of the American Labor Pariy who are running
on that ticket and on no capitalist ticket—for
that reason they deserve your support. Tn Minne-
sola you can similarly vole for some candidates
of the Farmer-Labor Party. In New Jersey you
can vote for George Breitman, Socialist Workers
Party candidaie for United Siates Senator, In
Minnesota you can vole for our party’s candidate,
Grace Carlson, for United Slates Senator. And
there are a few scattered candidates here and
there who are also running as representatives of
labor groups and do not appear on any capitalist

ticket.

But this list of candidates that you as a work-
er can conscientliously vote for is pathetically
small. It doesn’t include the presidential ticket,
mir the gubernatorial tickets, mor—in & word—
s it cover whore- than a tiny fractlon of the -
offices for which voles are to be cast.

Isn't it a pretty shameful picture that, at this
hour of the clock, you can't go into a ballot booth
and cast a straight ticket for Labor's own, inde-
program 7
wouldn't dream of voting for the bosses’ man in

pendent party and a labor

an NLEE election in your plant,

election. You're nol a company union man, you're
a loyal union man. Yet you're being {old on all
sides to be a company union man in national
politics, you're told to vole for one bosses’ man
or another—Roosevell & Co. or Willkie, Inec.
And loudest among those who're selling you
company union politics are the “labor states-
Hillman and his crew are yelling for

men.”

onion palities,

Both Hillman and Lewis are selling you company

And at this hour of the clock! At this moment
in the greatest crigiz that haz ever (aced the
human race! When, after cight vears of the New
Ideal, it has become clear to the maked eve that
no capitalist politiclan, parly or government can
lead us out of this epoch of war and militarism.

This is the epoch of the death-agony of capi-
talism. But like a dying monster convulsively
threshing aboot, capitalism can deal us terrible
blows in its death-agemy. It can even,
it, destroy modern civilization in the course of the

Second World War, and plunge the remnants of

what his name
and Green and
You

or in a union

tarism.

the human race back inte barbarism. The class
that embodies capitalism can lead us to total
destruction—and to nothing else.

To vote for representatives of this class—
~Willlsie, -Roosevelt or Zilch, it dvesn't matter

is—is to vote in favor of death

and destruction. That is what Hillman and Lewis

Tobin are telling us to do.

Let us resolve, before it is too late, to change
our course, and change it fundamentally, Let this
be the last election in which Labor isn't repre-
sented by its own party. Let us turn our backs
on company wunfon politics, Let us, from this
moment on, dedicate ourselves to building Labor's
own, independent party. And let uws build it, not
as just another party, but as the party of the
CLASS that represenis the only salvation for
humanity. For only the rule of the working class
can put an end to this epoch of war and mili.

‘““Neither

To Laugh

Nor To Weep’’

Within the hour in which See-
retary of War Stimson drew the
first fateful nunier of those who
will be called for the draft, the
news spread through all the back
tenement halls, dean into the
dime “flops" of the Bowery, back
and forth between the dark win-
dgows in narrow air-shafts. “1681™

The mother of David Nathan
Goren, 23, of the East Side was
on the way to a lailor to get her
David's suit pressed. The news
came to her on the street. The
suit fell to the sidewalk., She
wept hysterically., “I'm just a
poor widow, and they have tc
take little Dawvid. That's what
Roosovelt in doing to the eoun-
try."”

Into the streets ran George

Gongales, of Brooklyn, when he
heard that he held the “lucky”
number., "“Whoopee! I'm in the
army now!”, he shouted glecfully,
George is 26, single, and has been
jobless for over a year. Regular
meals and a place to sleep look
good te him.,

"It's tough gelting a job these
aays,” bitterly exclaimed  John
Guerin, of Amsterdam Avenue
when he heard his number was
first called. “The employers are
holding off, you know, on men of
draft age. They surely won't give
me & job now."”

Mrs, William Karachine, of the
East Side, was widowed four
weeks ago. Her only son, Joseph.
22, holds the draft number, 158

1 just lost my man,” she wept,

“I don"t want to loze my boy™.
But the tears ave in vain. Vain.
too, the laughter mostly hysteri-
eal. invoeked by the momstrous
Jest that here at last is a “jobh™.
Before the war is ended, there
will be heaped up mountains of
personal agony for hundreds of
millionz, For them, the wretched

und disinhervited of the earth,
there s no hope of individual
Jjustice,

But there is another justice on
the way., not a personal but a
class justice,

Leon Trotsky saw his sons and
daughter die, the wvictims of a

loody reaction. He wandered the
face of the earth, and lived in
dungeong and prison camps. He
eought no personal justice. but
fought only for his class, To all
the anguished people of the world

if we let |

caught in the whirlpools of his-
torical destiny, he gave thi
gimple message of wisdom:
“Neither to laugh, nor to weep
But to understand.”
And then to aet,

NASHVILLE, Tenn.,

or build up the United States,
| acearding to Governor Prentice
| Cooper, and they are lucky to be
| able to live in this country.
Such was the reply given lo a
| committee of colored cilizens
that called upon the governor lo
ask him Lo appoint some Negrocs
ta the draft boards. He added.
“This iz a while man's couniry.

The majority of the working
r population of Tennessee arc
Negroes,

Governor Cooper’s Temarks. re-
ported to the National Associalion
jor the Advancement of Colored
People, included the following:

Dot 25— | Scoteh  amd
Negroes have done nothing to aid | came here and shed thelir blood

“Thiz is a white man’s country.

Irish seitlers who
White men cut down the
trees, plowed the fAelds and de-
veloped America. The Negro had
pothing to do with the setiling of
America. Of coursa Negroes work-
ed some, but they came to the
geane later, afler New England
was seliled, You fellows oughi

lar iL.

ta fecl proud that vou are in &
e | great country like Amervica. 1t is
ihe besi place for you amd your

people. Now, one Important thing
you preachers ought to tell your
bova I8 to go 1o the statlons and
regigter for milltary service, be
| cause if they don't they will be
arresied and fned 10000 or put
in prison until they work it out

Amerlca was seitled by English,

I have a job Lo do as Governor of

BN RN & ek 2 BT i, b il e e R e i S e o ik

Tennesszee and (hat is (o see that
all men of drafi age regisier,
white and colored, and | don't in-
fend to have any frouble or con-
[uslon doing #i."

Governor's lgnorance

The Governor reveals not mere
Iy the blood-thiraty higotry of his
clags, but hiz profound ignorance
of historical facts as well,

The Wegroes playved a leading
part in the building ap of the
carly colonial empire in America.
African =laves wore among the
erew on Christophor Columbus's
first voyage Lo the New World,
From 1520 on, Spanish, Portugese,
lisdlam, Duieh and English wves-
sels poured Negro slaves into the

West Indies.

The fArst Negro slaves arrived
on the mainland of Amer.ca at
Jamestown, Virginia, in 1630, less
than a year after the frst settlers
arrived in New England. From
that time on,

ticularly In Governor Coopor's
Sonth, In doing the most (ollsome
work In developing the country.
The imporiance of the Negra slave
to the economy af the Sonth was
one of the prime factors in Lhe
hackground of the Civil War. In

Ithis war, as well as the World

War, the MNegro workers, as the
official records show, plaved &
iruly brave role.

As & “hewer of wood and draw-
er of waler,"—something which

Governgr Cooper's lilywhite

) v 1 oflad
T i ke L

the Megro people |
have plaved a great role, and par-|

Negroes Good Enough to Draft But Not to \'ﬁte,'says Governor

hands would not deign to do;
the Negro has poured his sweat
and blood into the deepest founda-
tioms of this couniry.

The N.AACP. reporis that lasi
June in Brownsville, Tenn.. Negro
citizens iried to reglater to vole
in the November 5 elecllons and
one was lynehed [or his eflforis,
Others were driven oul of town
by mobs, Governor Cooper ddld
nolhking (o try 1o cateh the I¥neh:
oTE.

“Governor Cooper thinks it all
right for Negroes o register to
die for America, but all wrong
for them fo regizter to vole and
help choose the people who will
rule over them"™, the N.AACP.
slatement declares.

again. The tawdry lies and ar-,
tificial enthusiasm that he
worked up for Coolidge in 1924,
Hoover in 1928, Roosevelt in
1932 and 1936. he has now
served up on behall of Wendell
Willkie,

Up to the last moment, many
militants in the labor move-
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ment hoped that Lewis would &

not do it

They hoped that

Lewis would support neither of =
the candidates of the two old

capitalist parties. They hoped

that Lewis would utilize this 1
dramatic occasion to call upon %
the workers to begin right now 8
to buitd Labors own, indépefie

dent party.

“Halfway through
speech”, reports the organizer
of an SWOC lodge. “the whisp-
er went around the hall: ‘Lewis
is turning thumhs down on both

of them." And there was a rip=

ple of stromg approval, even
from those who have been
wearing Rooszevelt buttons .
handed out by the SWOC lead-
ership. That's what they want-
ed to hear—that the head of

the CIO0 wasn't taking either''

one of them."

But if these men were bitterly |

disappolnied, it was only bocauss
they had harboved ilusions about
Tewis. They had come to think
that Lewis was different from

Aillman or Murray or R. J. Thom=-"
cH, because Lowis had not Jnlued'a'

the alhers In singing Roosavelt's
pralses,
snee beiween  Lewis
others really amount to? A ques-
tion of price. The olhers sold
cheap. Lowis held out for a big-
wr price.  And when Roosevelt’

wouldn't pay more for Lewis thap ' |

he had paid for Hillman, Lewis
decided to sell his wares to Wil
liie.

Lewis shares with Hillman and
the rest of these “labor statesmen™
the same outlook; they all ae-
knowledge the capitalists as thelr
masters. not one of them appears
in the political arena as & work-
ing elass fighter againet all the
bossges. Like Hillman, Lewis dis-
likes sirikes and militant trada
union mr‘:lmdu and prefors "gnnd

relat.ons™
Hillman, Lewis wants above all
“good relations™ with the capital-
‘AL government. Essentially they”
hink of gaing for labor ag nrumu
irom the masier's table,
That mentality of Lewis was
especially revealed during his
tpeech when, after declaring

:I'ur Willkie, he added: *... .t

is a I‘Hmhul‘:]{- hope that these |

gentlemen (Willkie's supports .

ers, Girdler, Weir and Grace)

acting in their corporate capac-
ity, will soon execute eollective

hargaining contracis with the .

CI0." Thanks to my support

of Willkie—ihat was Lt'l'iﬂ"

plain meaning ! i

What of the many martyrs whn
dicd on the pleket lines? Presoms

really  necessary s
Roosevelt or Willkie, as Hillmag®
and Lewiz tell ns.

One beneficial rveault of Lewia®
ed—many a

tetter tham Hillman. 3

appear on pages 2 and 3)
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