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SLAROE WITH A WHITE
I'h CANMOT LEMANCIPATE IT
E WHERE LABOR WITH A BLA
i SKIN 15 ERANDED' — KARL
MARX

Negro Struggle
By ALBERT PARKER

A Yictory On Paper

A covple of weeks ago, before the conscription
bill was passed, twoe amendments were made,
which were hailed by Senator Wapnes of Noew
York (and several unsuspecting and gullible Negro
leaders) as “'a signal victoery [or the forces of
demoeracy in America 1l

One amendment was supposed Lo prohibit dis-
crimination in the armed [orccs because of colar,
g0 far ag enlisted men were concerned, the other
profibited diseriminalion against drafted men.

But actually, in spite of the stalements coming
from sccretarios in the White House, nothing has
changed. Jim Crow still wears his stripes.

This was definitely shown in the attempts of
& number of colored people to enlist in the service
gince the passage of the smended Wl They want-
ed to enlist so that they can choose the branch
of the service they preferved, somelhing that is
ll'l.‘:ll. permitted for drafted men,

In five eithes, reporters of the Baltimore Afre-
Americae attempted to join the U, 8. Aviatlon
[:i:rp, In each ease, these colored men were met
with {lat rejections. “And inm @ach Instance the
reason glven was aiways the same—po openings
tl;::r colored men.'”

Anotber reporier of (he same paper tried to
enlisgt in the field artliery, a branch of the service
that has been cloied o the Negro people. “There
are no vacancies for colored,” was the answer
he got.

. Another applied for admission inte the U. 8.
Mavy this week in Washingtlon, the eapital of this
great democracy. He was told that the only place
apen for Megroes was ns mess-hands, that i, as
kitohen slavies. He protested, saving, "1 was of
the impression that the conseription bill, either in
fact or in spirit, had changed all this sngmégttgn,“

“Well,” the officer declared, “1 don't Bnow o hat
ean be done about it. We haven't had any
turther orders.  The conscription  bill  hasn't
changed the sitwation for we. Aes far as we're
concerned, It jusi as §f nothing's happened.'”

And so it goes, up and down the line of the
different branches. The marine corps is still Hiy
white, So is the tank ¢orps, the air corps, the
artillery, the coast guard, the engineers, the signal
corps, ete, Only the infantry, the cavalry, the
gquartermaster corps, mess hands in the MNavy, and
to & very limited extent, the medical corps, are
opent Lo colored people,

The White House is Unmasked

After a White Honse conference with Walter
‘White, A. Philip Randolph and T. Arnold Hill, it
became clear thiz week that only while officers
will t¢ called in to command colored draftees.

TTTTHoosevell was“quoted as saying that go far as’

b

training colored men as commissionsd officers or
for the alr corps went, plans had not yet been
devaloped.

Colored reserve officers will be ealled on active
duty only*to fill vancaneies "in nnitz now of ficered
'hy' colored personnel.”  Since the only onits now
officered LY colored men are the Natlonal Guoard,
thiz means that deralted men will be placed In
separate uwnlts under white officera,

“As to the Navy,” says the Afro-Ad@merican “Col-
onel Knox allegedly stated that while he was sym-
pathetic, he felt that the problem there was almoat
insoluble ginee men have to live together on ships,
and that “Southern' and "“Warthern' ghips are im-
possible.'”

It Jim Crow still rules in the enlisted Army,
fn apite of the fine “anti-diserimination™ amend.
ment, how mueh more will it rule In the drafted
army! It becomes clear now that the only reason
these gmendmentz were passed was to get the
eglared people to support the conscription b1, and
make them fecl things were going to change so
far as they were concerned.
oot I8 now clearver Lthan ever; The fight fo end
Jim Crowdsm in the armed forces, the fight to see
that cofored soldiers have fhe right {o pick fhedr
ewn officers, can be dpon only af pert of the gen-
eral girupple for Irade wnion control of wmilitary
training,

& & %

The Army doesn't want calored men to become
officere. And it haz an vwnwritten rile that thoss
who do become officers shall net rise higher than
the rank of Colonel., And few of those!

The reagon 18 that they don't want eolorved
men in the highest eouneils where they can see
from the Inside how Lhe Negro ranks are discrim-
inated against, how it is decided that they are to
play mainly two roles; to do the dirty work in
the labor battallons, and to be given the most
dangerons assignments in active duty.

In 1917, when officers were being promofed,
General Jim Crow and his stalf decided that Col-
onel Charles . Young, highest ranking Negro
West Polnt gradunte, wag suddenly retired “be-
canse he had high blood prasgure” The real
reason for this move was that an officer who ia
redired does not have to be promoted, even H he
1a returned to active duty.

Young rode on a horas all the way from Wil
bertoree, Ohle, to Washington, to show that he
was physically fit—but he was not promoted as
all the whites of his rank wera., Later om, he
was returned to active duty, but only as a eclonel,
because his “retirement” gave the general staff
their necessary excuse not to advance him,

History repeated itzelf last week. President
Tooscvelt, who tells how he loves democracy . . .
in Europe, appolnted 100 white colonels to the
grade of hrigadier-general over the head of Cal,
Benjamin 0. Davlz, commanding officer of the
f46ath Infantry Regiment, M, Y. These appoint-
ments were made by the Commander-ln-Chief on
thé recommendation of the Army.

The only difference ig that in 1917 they looked
for an “excuse” In 1940 they fecl Jim Crow is

permanent In the Army, as long as they're in
control, and they don't even need excuses to cover

it up.
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Every breed of bourgeois |
Lo the workers. The collapse of

Others, of lesser stature, b
that, strike another tune: “The
Fascist officers . .. "—and concl
to save bourgeois democracy,

the face of all of Furope con-
tain terrible lessons and menac-
ing warnings for the workers.
But the latter must look upon
this tremendous experience
from the point of view of {beir
class and Rnow how to draw
from it lessons for their com-
ing struggles against the bour-
geoisie and i1ts lackies.

WE NEAR THE END
OF BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY

The biggest loser of the war is
bourgenis democracy. In the years
preceding the war, it underwent
aone defeal after another in the
field of diplomacy. With Hitler
holding the whip hand, the entire
policy of dermocratic capitalism'
conglsted of making concéssions
and waiting for & better future
which never came. In Seplember
193%, England and France ooald
not retreat any further and Hitler
allowed himscl the sopreme Iux-
ury of forcing them to declare
war on him, uwnder conditlons
which he ohoge,

This war was, on both sides,
merely the continuation of Yhe
policy carried on until jis out-
hreak. The great secret of Game-
fin and the British General Staff
wits Lo temporize. By 14941, they
figured, they would have mors
aviation faeilities, By 1942, the
factorfes would have furned oot
enogh artillery to make possibla
an attack on the Slegfried Line.
The purchase of material from
the United Stales was apportioned
over & oumber of years . . . All
thesa Ane projects neesded was Hit-
ier's eonsent.

While, in the course of the Win-
ter aof 1939-1940, the Anglo-French
troops wera soffened up by inace
tion, the German army was being
trained fn a new and terrible
etrategy by means of which it was
goom o unleash ita torrents of
lead and fire vpon ils asten’shed
wdversaries.

By J. GERLAND
(Frarth [Intesnalbonal Frocs Serviec)

an excellent subject for sermons.
“You see,” say some of them, “national defense was com-
promised by strikes, by the class struggle..."”

Yes, the collapse of France and the advance of Fascism over

- A the steuggle.with. England

erers’ oZone Can DefeFascism |

France’s Fate Shoivs That “Democrats” Cannot Lead Fight Against Fascism

ikes to constantly preach morals
France furnishes these gentlemen

ut no less dangerous because of
French army was swarming with
ude by calling upon the workers

France in 1936—and one of the
most bloodless revoluiions at Lhar.
The Spanish workers were 1o (ake
up arms somewhal later, in July,
With a Soviet France, their tri-
nmph in Spain, would hare bedn
agsured, A Workers® France plus.
La Workers' Spaim wonld have
changed the face of Europe,

Il Eurepe B5 now covered with
ithe black stains of Fasclam, thoas
responsible are Blum, Jouhaux,
Thorez, and all their colleagues.
all thoze wha infected the Frensh

Vistula, the sabre of the Cerman
ecolonel rules’ supreme, Whether
it iz lit ap in Prague orf in Rot-
terdam or in Paris, any revalys
tionary explosion will fmmediate
I¥ b echoed in the other coun-
Lries far more directly {han was
ever ithe case before the war,

OUR COMRADES WILL: LEAD
FRANCE AGAINST FASCISM

In Franee the military catas
trophe immediately marks {he
downfall of the traditional party
of democracy, the Radical-Socialist
Pariy. On the Ttizhi, all sorts of
Fasecigt adventurers are raising
their heads., But the best Lhey
can hope for i 1o hecome agsents
of the German command. On Lhe
Left, the Socialist Party has aban
domed every protenge (o an inde
pendent existence. The trade on-
fon leaders have rallled 1o Pelain
ar disappeared into the vold, ke
Jothauy, Theae people helong to

hourgeaia demacracy  and  they
have fallen with it. A new spoch
has arrived and L reguires men
in aceard with its spirit, fighters
who know how o conduct & bitber
aned difficall struggle to ils vecy
end,

The Freneh Holshevik-l.eninisis
can Iay claim to chalt role, The
atrugele whiclh they have led for
maore than ten ¥EATE agninst re-
farmiem and Stalinizm has found
complote jusiification in the most
recent ovents, Owr French com-
rade= wal=ed their voice against
the allinnes of the workers orgnn-

| banner.

today, they alove remain to pre-
gent Lo Lhe workers an ansollied

Confusion is not lacking in the
ranks of the working class al the
present moment,  The firsl task
of the Bolshevik-Leninists Iz to
explain patiently whal has hap-
pened,
war was not onr war, so this de-
foat ig not our defeat. Tt i a de-
feat of bourgecis democracy, to
whose fate the treacherous leaders
wanted Lo link the proletariat. Tt
is a defeat of a political syslem
of oppression which na  longer

fziations wilh the Radical-Socialist
Parly, the pariy of decaying de-
maocracy. And it was the support
of these bankrupt bourgeois poli-
ticians hy the workers' leaders
which led wp to the present ca-
tastrophe. ‘The Trolskyists have
nad 1o anderco iznoble insaits and

of the bourgenisie, the socixl de-

othey timez, They gréw up with

mocrats gnd the Jialinistzs. Dut

incessant peresruilon at ihe hands ‘

corpesponds to fhe reguirenients
aof aur epoch, The proletarial has
anather aim and other melhods.
Tte aim is the overthrow of the
gyatemn of capitalist exploitation,
Ttz methods are the methods of
revolutionary class etruggle, Tt
is but necessary to apply thom
tirelessly and implacably and vie-
lory is assured,

Sept. 2. 1940

working elass with false hopes in
demoerney. The workera of IhEJ
United States, the workers of the
entive world will easily be -abie

to recognize in their own eoln-
tries the counler-parls of thess
sama gentry whe, onder Bifferent
names, spread the same parates- .
ing polson. Learn to H'Lllzmlla-.l
yourgelvey frofm these traitors in
thme, thwt's what the experiemce
of the French workers criey oic
to their brothers elgewhere,

THE GOVERNMENT OF
MARSHAL PETAIN

Hitler left a piece of France to
lead an Indefendent existenos,
Not that he her any more love
for the French then for the Poled
or the Morwegions. He secured
for himsalf all the necessary stra-
tegle positions for his strugele
againel England, the North of
France with its mineral riches
and &l ifs ocodstline. Tha reat
of France {8 of ne Immediate stra
feple ar economic interest to him;l
Hia armies awepl before them mil
Hons of refugess. He left the care
of regulating their fate to the firsy
cligue of politicians that came
along. Hwery day he grants or
withdraws from the Vichy orowd
whatever he pleages, Paiain iz
nothing more than the Gaenleifer
af maridional FPrames. Only he
hag to hear a certain amount of
shame with hiz job,

Bourgeais democracy this prov-
ed to be just as impotemt in In.
ternational war ng im the preced-
ing “peaceful™ stroggles. Iis
methoda, itz parties and it3 men
belonged to another epoch. The
viary fact that Hitler was able to
find conniving support  within
France iz not a matier of chanes,
but one af the elaarest gvmploms
aof tho decomposition of demoe-
TACY.

Inside each conntry Fasciam
cannal be combated vieloriously
now except hy moams of proleia-
rlan arme: workers' militia. the
arming of the working class, ae
tive dofense which prepares to go
over to the offensive, with the
aaizure of power by the working
rlazs ag (ke alm. Likewlse, on the
international arena, 1'.th£L war Ccan-
not he prevented, nor the posl-
tionsg of Fasciam shaken, DXCEDT
by means of the proletarian revo-
latinn.

WHO 1S RESPONSABLE
FOR FRANCE'S DEFEAT

Einca 1934, under the pressure
of the Faseist menace, of the eto-
nomie crizie and of the general
decline of the French empire, a
révolutlonary erisis was maturing
fn Franee, To June 1938, the
French workers ocoupied large
numbers of factorien, The fright-
ened hourgesisie remained silent
and went imto hiding., At the
gates of the occupled factories,
the policemen would arrive to in-
guire the nomber af sirikers in-
gide “for statistical purposes'—
that was what their role was re-
duced to! The slightest attempt
at suppression would have provol.
ed a gleantic explosion. In waves,
the burning breath of the revolu-
tion condd be sensed passing over
the great Industrial citbes,

shonld he prolemged . Hithos necds
will grow from day to day, That
1a the couras which developments
geem to be taking these lasr few
weoks, The profect of moving the
government to Parls appears to
have been abandoned. Couriers
can Ao longer pass over the border
it the other sgide of France.!
Frénch priseners of war are sent |
bo Gormany as factory hands, To-
merrow, If strategic or economiic .
netissities should requive §t, TTit-

replace Pelain with a German gen- |
eral. How pitifol are the specches |
of the French bourgeols who pat-
fter “national” reconstruetlon and
prosteate themsclves bofore FI0er
and try to get into his gond graces
by imitating him! For more than
three moniths they have heen Te-
ceiving nothing but kicks in the
panta from him.

PERSPECTIVES OF
THE COMING MONTHS

The rale of France, of the work.
ers” France, is that of all the peo-
plez of BEurope, reduced hy Hitler
te ecommon servitiede., The war
18 atill golng on and the armistice
will met preserve Frances [eom
new miHtary Invelvements.

Ta all appearances Hitler has
glven up the plan of Invading
Englamd hefare the coming ol
Winter. The two adversaries are
exhatsting each other with avia-
tiom duels, But aviatien in itzelf
does nat deelde anvthing §f i
cannot be accompanled with ter-
rtorial advance. The Polish and
Frefieh eampaigns revealed that
the terrible weapon of (he new
strategy consisted of the comlbna-
tion of the afrplane and the tank.
But to transport thousandas of
tanks acrhes the =zens, with thair
ommemitle] supplies and munitions
fs frot &N easy task.

In the Fall, the North Sea and

But the workers were ston to
witness a strange spectacle. Whila
the hoszes Tight en the spot cons
coded all demands, the workers®
“own™ leaders, who they themeel-
ves had broupght to power. Wers
placing restraints on the workers.
Teon Blum and thé Socialist par
llamentarians, Leon Jouhaux and
the trade union officialdem and,
gosticulating wildly right behind
them, Maurice Thorez ond the
nther Staliniat satallites—an form-
e ome big chorus calling for calm-
nesg from the workera and for
sovial peace. Before the working
class eonld overcome s asionlan-
ment, it found tléed arvound its
neck the rope of dgreements slgn-
ed by the bossés, the trade union
leaders and the government, TIn
the cofrae aof the months that fol-
Towed ithe hourgeoleie took hack
in paréels what it had been forced
te graft in bulk, at first quite pa-
tiently and lafter ofi more bro-
tally.

the Channe! are the worst waters
to navigiate in the entite world
Fog, which Is parflcularly heavy
and freqient In these parts will
pretty oot parvalyee aviatiown. It
looks like a second year of war!
That means, far England, the pos-
slhilily of mobilizing the reaources
of her empire, and of receiving &
constantly meore abindant helplng
hand féom the Tnited States. The
war «an eontinoe for a long time.

In that caze, jt would mream
growing misery mnd despair in
Europe, with famine immediately
in  wiew., Evervwhere natlonal
passion Wil ally itzell With revo
lutlonary aspirations in the sirug-
gle against Hiller., Revolfs are
inevitable., In the coming strog
gles the workers will appear as
the mest resolute elements ann
they will give the fghting & elass
content. Hitler has wiped out the
bopndaries. From the Morthern.
most point of Beandinavia to the

| GPU gssassin, “Frank Jacson”,

{in Trotgky's home proving Trof-
ler wHl ocenpy all of France and | #k¥'8 counterrevalutionary activ-

David Alfare Sigoeiros, the
leader of the machine-gun band
which attackéd Troisky's home
vn May 2dih, 1940, less than
three months before another

was suecessful in assassinating
Trotsky, g8 now awaiting trial
in Mexico City for the first at-
tempt of Trotzky. He was cap-
tured after a five months" hant.
Upon his arrest his leading role
in the machine-gunning was
confirmed by accomplices whao
have been in jail since June.
Unable to deny hiz complicity,
Biqueiros told a weird story to
the investigating judge. The
lallowing analysis of Sigueiros’
“explanation™ was issued to the
Mexican press by Albert Gold-
man, who iz acting as altorney
for Natalia Trotsky.

By ALBERT GOLDMAN

Sualin'e GPU may be skillful in
organizing cowardly murders, but
it i% nmot at all akillful in creating
storles to explain the oriminal ac.
tivities oF 65 Agents. B

The story which Sigueiros
wonis ug te believe in explanatien
for the May 24 aszaull on Troi-
ghy i az Bad ng the story whish
the GPU eroated for explaining
the muirder of Trotsky,

Il ane B8 bte belisve Sigqueiros,
he trapsfovmed himsel! inte a de-
teetive overnight. The motive for
the May 24 altack, according to
Figueiros, was “to find documents

ities, mationally amd Intérnation-
ally.” Slgueires did not see it 1o
imdleate o Lhe publie oxactly
what documents he was looking
for and in what part of Trotsky's
hame e hoped to find there docu-
mentsa,

MNow it is well known that there
wera (housands of documents in
the Trotsky Mome. It took six
huge casea, cepecially constructed
for that purpose, ta ship the docn.
ments to Harvard University, It
tonk Six guards and secrefarics
two days simply to get all the
dosuments ftogether and to pack
them for shipment.,

It Riqueiros was suech o zood
datective, he undoubtedly Lknow
all about the number of documents
o the Trotsky home and he alen
knew that he would bhave Lo aend
into the house at least six people
who knew three or four langnases,
whao eould spend two or three days
in examining all the documents
in ordor to Pnd the ones that he
wanted, But the evidence shows
that he anly sent men with revols
vers and maching guns.
The most pecilinr thing aboal
thig alleged search for documenta
was that none of the people arm-
efl wilh machine gons and revols
vers tounched A single docmment,
On the conirary, they threw in-
cendiary bombs in arder fo dea:
troy the documents. OF conrss
Slgueiros elaims that the people
wha got Inside did not do & very
good fob, bt it I8 peeunliar. 1o
Ay the least, that they did not
indicale the slightest desire 1o
nd any kimd of documenis, They
Ald Indiente o great desire to ki
people and to deslray decoments
1z it possible that Sigueiros will
claim that the mangsters kidnap-
ped Sheldon Harte, Trotsky's sec
retary, fn order to pget  docn
menta? There are Indieations in
him Imummly"‘ihat he will try to
aceuze Sheldon Harte of belng an
accompliea of his, even though
Zheldon Harte was murdered.

When the Judge wery astutely
asked Slguelros whelher 1B e
quired 200 or more bullets in or-
dor ta find documents, he non-
chalantly replied that it “depends
upon cireumstanees,” We pres.
ume that the next time, having
topemed the leapon that 300 bullets
are not enongh, Slgueiros will nae

The revolution was possibla In

Pyreness, from Brittony to the

sz B

i volutlonary™ activity,

ATTORNEY FOR TROTSKY'S WIDOW
BLASTS STORY OF GPU ASSASSIN

We can expeet that from now |
on the friends and defendants of |
the GPU, who once upon a time
g energoetically propagated the
theory of “self-assault”, will grab|
nold of this new theory—that t11e=|
nttack was mude in order to dis-j
cover documents of “connter-re-

SIQUEIRDS" “JUSTIFICATION'
FOR MACHINE-GUNNING

Sigueiros  presumes to justify
the assault on the ground that it
was an act of revelutionistas
agninst counter-revolutionists. We
shall at this time not ask the
guestion: "“What right has a gang.
ater amd murderer to fassume the
role of a revolutionist® We shall
confine onr questions simply to
this: "How did Siquelros con-
clude that Troisky was a connter-
revolutionist "

It 1a wery signifeant that 5i-
guciros did nol take the tronbls
to mention which of ‘Trotsky's
hooks he read, and which one of
these books is a8 eounter-revoln-
tionary work. Nor did he men-
tlon having read A single article
thal Froteky sweobe. ol de-w-anfe
gezs that Siguaives did not remd
n single hoolk nor & single article
wrilten by Trotsky, and that his
view to the offect that Trotsky
wag a connfer-revoluiionist sim-
ply eomes from the GPLU, the o
ganization fhal Jiguejiroe s so
anxious to defend and at the same
tima to disassocinte himself from.

It would be exeeedinzly wise
for Sigueiros to Indicate o the
Tadge exactly what Trotsky wrote
ihat ecan be eonsidoved counter-
revolutionary. Ferhaps Siguelros,
Tike the assaskin Jaeson, will
claim that he had sscret converas-
tiomz with Trotaky in whiel Trols
sky proposed Lo him that he go
b, Russia and kill Sitalin, At any
rate lel Slgueiros indicate exactly
what Trotsky said or what Trot-
ghy wrote =o that the Mexican
people and all othera con judge
for themselves whether or not
Trotsky is a counter-revolationist,

Sigueires claims to be a4 revalu-
tlonizt. Sigueiros also, no doubt,
feple that not only Trotsky but
Trolakyizte in peneral are eounter.
revalutionists, He also  claims
that to kill anyvone ke designates
ag a counter-revolationist is a po-
Mtleal aet and should be judged
neeordingly,

It iz obwvionz that if Slgueiros
Is permitied to go fres, then every-
onge whom he choozes to {]#!ainnatel
as g counter-revalutionary s there-

by deomed to death at his hands,
and the same of course applies
1o his friends whose opinions
colncide with those of Sigueiros.,

TRIES TO SHIELD GUILT
OF THE C. P. AND GPU

Sigueiros” anxiety to white-wash
the Communizt Party and the
GPU iz evident in almost every
zentence that he uiters, He plays
up the fact that he was expolled
from  the Communist Party in
192%, as if sueh an expulslon, as-
suming it to be a Taet, would
prevent him from  doing every-
thing that the Communist Party
and the GPU told him to do.

Juat ag the tmpe:rlnliﬂli

That he followed the Comrmun-
st Party line wery closely is
known te everybody, and he ads
mits it. His attempt to crente
taciical differences betweéen him-
#clf and the Commanist Paviy
falls Tlat, fo view of the fact that |
he never wrote aboutl these tao
tical differences and no oene sever
Frnew aboul them antil his arrest.

And to show that he §5 not a
GPU agent, he naively states that
in Spain he was too busy Aght-
ing . to.be g-GPU agept... We do
not know how much flghting 8-
gueiros actually did. The fact is
that all the GPT “Colonels™ came
out alive from Spain, and it iz 4
fact that one of the principal rea-
song for the defeat of the Lovalist
Army wag the kind of fighting

that “Colonels™  like Slonelros
participated in while n Spain,
Their main fighting was nol

againsl the Fascists, but against
ilie revolutionary workers who
wepe anxious to defeat fascizm,
Hundreds of revolutionacy work.
ers were killed by the GPU in

gSpain, The GPU “Colonels™ sue
ceeded in gaining a victory for
Franca, *

The teatirmony of all his aceom.
plices makes it Impossible for 5i-
oueiros to crawl ouwt of responsi.
Lillty for the May 24th  attack
and for the mnrder of Sheldon
Harte, MNor will he socessd in
convineing any intelligent person
who doesn't take orders from
Moreow that he acted Indepen-
dently of the GPU. Hiz boasting
abowt the amount of money that
he “eonld make” {and not what
he did make) will not eonvinee
anvhody that the financing of
siteh an expengive attempt as the
one made on May 24 was the work
of one individual. Tt eould only
he done by an organization thatl
hag inexbhaustible fnancial re-
aotgrees, like the GPT.
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John Brown’s
Ideas Go
Marching On

Ociober 16, 1%40, the date set by the ruling
class of this country for the regiztration of the
conscript army, Is the Blst anniversary of John
Brown's sttack wpon the arsenal at Harper's For-
ry, Va., on October 16, 18GSE

John Brown's plan was (0 arouse and arm the
glaves and lead them in the straggle for freedom.
His attempt was forcdeomed bhecause he failed to
prepare and properly organize Lhe slaves in ad-
vance of his uprising, =0 that only a hamdful
Joined  him,

Though he was wunsuccessiul and paid with
hiz life for §t, his audwscity gerc Into motlon tha
imagination, will and cnergy which finally attain-
ed the fresdon of the sloves, broke the backbone
of the Saulhern slavooracy, and bronght us a slep
eloger to the complete emancipation of the work-
ing class of the warld,

He fivat struck a blow ng'ame-.t. slavery on the
plains of Kansas. In the S3pring of 1855, he had
gent his sons thers Lo settle and help win the
territory for the freesosll party. Inm May, bis son
armd namesake senl ihe following appeml to Ol
John Brown: “While the inferest of llenp-uumh haa
sectred Lo its oapse hundreds and thousands of
the meanest and most desperate of men, arohed
to the teeth . . ., the friends of freedom are not
one-fourlh of theme half armed.” with the resnlt
“that the paople here exhibit the most abject and
cownrdly epirit... We propose...that the anti-
glavery portion of the inhabitants should immedi-
ately, thoroughly arm and organize themselves in
military companies . . . "

Without hesitation Jobhn Brown set about secur-
ing '|:'|'|H‘|.IZEI"}"-H.I.:II|'|3!|-E:B and In August left Chicago
with a wagon-load of pguons and ammonition,
Shortly after hiz arrlval he was elected caplain
of the anti-slavery forces and led them in bleody
reprisals on the proslavery, sympathizere. Im a
short time the mere mention of his name struck
fear into the hearts of the slaveowners, and in-
apived the forces of frecdom,

The strugeles of the next year, résulting in the
pillaging and borning of fhe eettlement of Os
savatamie, saw Brown's son killed, his forees
beaten and acattered. Thereafter, Brown and his
band were onilaws, living on the run, launching
gudden valds on the proslavery forcees, He eon-
tinned this guwerillan warfare oniil Kanzag was
“pacifled' b}r-thﬂ Federal troops,

Faor the next two years John Brown shutdled
back and forth between Eansas and the East,
secking support fov the struggle to make Kansas
a free state. But under the conditions of armed
nentrality, there was not much room in Kansas
for him.

He revertad to his long cheorlshed gehama of
roamwrAin CWERTARE  In” the Somthern states. - He
supposed that he could hide in the mountains,
make raids on the plantations., inspiring the
slaves to rige up and join bim, Then they would
form a new [fee siale in the mountalne, gomposed
of Megroes and whites,

Early in the summer of 1859, he vented & farm
near Harper's Peery, eollected his men there and
prepared the altack. He felt that arms wera
noecded, that he esuld seize them, distribute them
to the slaves nearby, and spread the struggle,

They geized the armaory, fook o few prisoners,
aroused some of fle slaves, and then they were
gsurrotnded by companies of militla and marines
headed by Doberd B, Lee fter a fievce battle,
in which lwo more of Brown's song were kllled,
they were overpowered, On December 2, Brown
wis hanged.

FREEDOM MUST BE FOUGHT FOR

John Brown's great place in American history
rests on the fact that in addition to recopnizing
the necessity of emancipation, as did many othevs,
he alene at that time saw the general road it
would have to fake, and was willing to take ft.
It wag he who taught that those who want free-
dom have to fght for it arms in hand,

He knew that he had lo organize, gather men
and materials aronnd his jdeas. He spent his
life doing this, under immense personal hardships,
talking, exhorting, opening schools for slaves, as.
gisting in the work of the “underground rail-
road,” giving all of his tremendous energy and
singleness of purpose io the eause,

He knew alzso that you need more tham en-
thusiasm and well-wishing to meet the guns of the
slavebolders, He gathered fighters around Bm
and trained them in the military arts, he taught
the free gettloments to form thelr defense guards.
He knew this when he organized the Leagne of
Gilegdites whose purpose was “to band Negroeg
together; teach them to advance their own inter-
ests, and resist thelr pursuwers”  He onderstoed
this when ho ordered a thoosand plkes to be
made, to arm the slaves for hizg invasion of the
sounlh. And in spite of his mistakes at Harper's
Ferry, Wis aim of arming the slaves was funda-
mentally the sorresl one,

There {s still much that we can learn today
from Ol Jahn Brown, just ag there is much wa
can learn from his mistakes. For it iz as tros
today as it ‘wag 81 years ago that those who want
frecdom must be prepared to fight for it

Workers of all races take Inspiration from
the heroism of John DBrown.
that he surveyed the situation in his day, and on
the basgia of the concrete lineup of forces decided
that the next stage in the struggle was to be with

armg, we muost teday leok aboul us and decide
what our tasks are.

The best way to homor John Brown's memory
today is by joining the fight for trade union con-
teel of military training. Conscription is a law,

and as a result, the oppressed and exploited of
our tlmes will learn how to use guns, will learn
how to defend themselves apainst thelr enemies,
Juzt as John Brown, and after him the zlaves
during the Clvil War, did not shrink back from
the struggle, we too must take our place among
the workers.
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