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Charge White House Statement Qun;tad Them as Agreeing
 To Segregation, When They Had Really Denounced It
A Negro commiltes this week declared it “repudiated and de-%-

nonnced” & statement from the White House which implied that the
commitiee had approved Roosevell's policy of segregation of Negro

unils in the armed forces.

The eommsittee of three—A. Phillip Randolph, president of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, T. Arnold Hill, and Walter

White, president of the National
of Colored People—characterized
the While House statement oz a
“irick".

The telegram also declared:

“We most vigorously protest
your approval of War Depart-
ment poelicy regarding Negroes
in armed forces which pre-
cludes Negro officers’ except
chaplaing and doctors in reg-
ular army unilz olher than two

- Negroes Repudiate Jim Crow
. Army Policy of Roosevelt

Association for the Advancement |

AUTO UNION IS
AROUSED BY
GM ATTACKS

UNIONS DISCUSS
NEED OF UNION |
RIGHTS IN ARMY

nationas]l guard regiments
staffed by Negro officers. We
deny staiement that ‘al arsen-
als and army posts Negro civil-
ians are accorded cgual oppor-
tunity for employment.’

~“"We ask proof thal even one
Negro is now being given avia-
tion training as pilot in army
air corps. As recently as Oeto-
ber first, the Adjutant General
of the War Déparfment wrote

persons for flying cadet ap-
pointment or for enlistment in
the Air Corps are not being ac-
cepted.” .

“We forther vigorously gues-
tion your statement that morale
iz =plendid in existing Negro
units of the regular army.
Many enlisted men in lhese
segregated units have made re-
peated protesis at being forced
to serve as hostlers and serv-
ants to while army officers. We
further gquestion that jim crow
policy of army ‘has been proven
gatisfactory.” It has never heen
satisfactory nor is it now 1o
Negro Americans. Such segre-
gation has been destructive of
morale and has permitted pre-
judiced superiors lo  exercise
higotry on. defenseless Negro
regiments.

“ . It is a tragic coincidence
that you issued your slatement
on the same day the coup de
grace was pgiven by Senale
Majority leader Barkley to the
Anii-Lynching hill."

| are thinking seriously about the

| week,

FLINT, Mich.—That union men

problem of preserving thelr dem-
oeratic rights when conscripled
wags =een here when, at the CLD
Ceniral Council meeting  last
a molion was introduced.
demanding the right for wunion
men fo receive and distribute
union papers and literature . in
the army and to hold onion meet-
ings while in the armed forces.

A lively. discussion was. held onphas - the.

t}'ifﬁ_ motlon, with Ho one aetually’
opposing the' content of the mo-
tion, .

It waz mnot put into the record
however, ~at the urging of one
o two of the delerates, who put
across the idea that adoption of
the motion might call the prob-
lem too openly to the attention
of Congress, which might pass a
specific law to prevent exercise of
the rights demanded. !

The goneral agreement of ail
delegates was that wnion men
should fight for ecollective bar-
gaiming rights in the army, in or-
der te preserve the living atand-
ards of the soldiers and prevent
diserimination and persecution oy
the officer I'l.‘:]i:l.'[l.l{‘.

Undertakers Work

BUFFALO, N. Y. Oct 16—
Eighteen undertakers ave gerving
on the mewly appointéd draft
board here. The mortuary pro-
fession here is well known for
its business acumen.

" and for a few days its spokes-

~ Bpez via the Balkans and—with

ON THE WAR FRONTS

On the Far Eastern front the
Axis "squecze play” against U. 8.
imperialism failed to register.
Japan signed the Axis alliance

men. from Prince Konoye down.
voieed open  threatz of war.
Eoosevelt moved with -:'hslmt:te_r-
jstic boldness. All Americans in
{he Far East were asked to leave
for home. Lord Lothian, the Brit-
jeh smbaszsador, was asked to re-
main in Washington instead of
going home on & scheduled leave.
The U. 5. Fleet.in the Pacific
was augmented by 4,200 men,
bringing it to 82 percent of full
strength,
oy =

Meanwhile Hitler began march-
ing eastward in Burope—heading
for the Straits, Turkey, Iraq and

the Itslians—via MNorth Africa
and Ezypt .
This Axis move has agam
brought the Kremlin's position
jnte focus. Establishment b
German armed force on  the
Black Sea and probably in the

Soviel Union in the straitjacket
and -squirming now doesn't help.
Little-noticed dispatches this
past week reported the arrival
of sizcable German forces in
Finland—osiensibly en route to
Norway, Bul Pertinax, weall-in-
formed French journalist, re-
ported in the N. Y. Times on
Oet. 11 ihat the Germans are
remuining  in  Finland within
reach of Leningrad. On the
game day Foreign  Minister
Hakdan Koht of Norway siat-
ed in Londonm that German
troops formerly in  southern
Norway have been shifted to
the Far Northern province of

Finnmark.

In other words, Hitler is offer-
ing Stalin once more what =
Times correspondent calied a

Militants Continue
To Demand Action
On General Motors

FLINT, Mich., Oect. 14—Inter-
national Board members of the
UAW-CID, led by Sidney Hill-
man's boy Friday, Walter Eeus
ther, spent the last week tnuringl
the locals of the onion trying to
aell to the mililant rank and file,
the idea of accepling every com-
pany provocation wil:l'mut.rﬁr fight.

But so widespread "&"Tﬁ.‘l:_-_l.hl:
rank and_fils ‘demand:far ﬂé?ﬂ
in-gettling grievances, And wo hilih

againgt ‘the Execufive Doard's
pussyfoot policy” rizen, that the
International officers were foreed
to issue o press stotement ans-
wering charpges by the Socialist
Appeal that their poliey was run-
ning the wunion into the ground.

At the meeting of the beard
which issued this  statement,
which attempted to justify Reu-
ther’'s GM poliey without touch-
ing oh any ¢concrete issue  in-
volved, the board was forced to

WEST COAST
SCHOONERS
TIED UP

i3

| Fort Dix Guardsmen
Bitter About Pay
And High Prices

FORT DIX, N. J., Oct. 10—
Members of the Farty-fourth
Division of the New Jersey
and New York National Guard
expressed lowd resentment to-
day after receiving their first

Firemen's Strike Is
Followed By Cooks;
Sailors Locked Out

BAN FRANCISCO, Oet. 13—
Az the strike of the Marine Fire-
men, Oilers, Watertenders and
Wipers against Pacific Coast
steam schooner operators went
inte ils second week, members of
the Marine Cooks and Stewarde
Association joifned the MFOW on
strike, and the cooks now .are
picketing with the fremen.

The first week of the strike
was marked by the {ollowing
events:

1. Arbitration propozal of fered
by the U. 5. Government Coneil-

jation Service, wvefused by the
MFOW.
2, Strike apainst the sabeam

schooner operators declared by
the Marine Cooks and Stewards,
the fundamental demand being

Jomr-man  job of the
thtee.ma. gabs, pit :
men on ships that now are twb-
handed.

3. Declaration by MFOW $ec-
retary  Malone that two ships
carrving “real national defense
material™ now are in San Pedro
and thal, if needed, the union in
specific cases would consider fur-
ther action,

present

Phoney Peace “Offer”
4, Mew phoncy “'peace propo-

call a ‘meeting of all GM local
representatives from Bay City
Saginaw, Flint, Pontiac and I.-un-:
sing, to take up the gquestion ofl
the breakdown in GM bargaining. |

This GM Council meeting held
October 12, however, accomplish-
ed wvery little. Walter Reuther
went into the meeting with the
avowed intention of isclating the
Fizsher Body Local No. 5Bl of
Flint. now faced with a eritical
gituation in which 1T wunion wili-
tants have been suspended by the
corporation,

Militanie Fighl Back

Contrary to his hopes however,
the meeting turned out far dif-
ferently for Reuther. Imstead of
izolating Fisher Body, he suc-
ceeded only in arousing. the anger |
and resentment of militant vep- |
rezentatives from practically
every GM lecal. whoe stood up one
after the other and condemned
Eeuther’s policy of retreat

The opposition to Reuther how.
ever, was unorganized and with-
out a conerete program of action.
Altho many militants  reeognize
the faults of the International
leadevship, they have not organ-
ized themselves into a firm bloc
and have thus fur failed to elab-
orate a rerious and scber policy
to take held of the siluation.

Tnternational officers Reuther
Thomas Frankensteen ete. have
ntade it clear publicly, after their
Fittsburgh meeting, that they will
absolutely nob sanction any strike
action in this period.

They are having trouble how-
ever in convincing the vank and

“gratuity” in return for agree-
ing to the German Near Eastern
drive. If Stalin accepts, he will
pel a temporary reward. At the
same time he is wiven clearly to
understand what would happen if
he should reject it, or encourage
Turkish resistance, or in any way

Siraits is obviously aimed at
the LU.S5.%. but that iz the
more remote goal. While Ger-
many heads for the Levant,
Sialin will be pmwi.ded with
Heampensation”, probably at
Turkish and Persian expense.
Stalin hasn't much freedom of

hinder the Nazi advance. Either
way, he knows and must know the
ultimate fate that Hitler intends
for him. But like the faun paral-
vzed by the approaching boa con-
gtreictor, he can do nothing but
wait. That is the net resuit of
Stalin's reactionary policy, ot
home and abroad.

choice. He put himself and the

file of this policy. Last week the
GM Local Mo, 76 in Oakland Cali-
formia took a strike wole and
roundly  condemned Reuther's
policy in GM.

The GM management at Fish-
e¢r Body in Flint, where condi-
tions are moat critieal, tried to
enforce a speed-up in several de-
partments. When the men refused
to work over the normal stand-
ardd, departments were shot
down. But the next day produc-
tion went on at the wsoal rate of
speed, sinee the company found
it could not so easily intimidate
the men.
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sal" offered by the stesm schoon-
¢r operaters to the uniong on
Friday—basically @& rveturnsto-
work-under-termsa-o f-t h c-o | d-a-
greement proposal, all portions
of the old agreement except
wages and  overtime to be re-
newed, wages and overtime to be
digcussed for 15 days, then if mo
agreement iz reached te be sub-
mitted to arbitcation.

The Zailors Union of the Paci-
fic remaing locked out by the
abEdim .'f.-l'|"|-|:|-n:|:|r;':|_' np-l:rntm.'ﬂ-

SUFP United Front Offer

Meanwhile it was revealed that
a proposal for joint action by the
sailors, firemen and ecooks had
been made before the sirike was
called.

The proposal, made by the
SUP negotiating committee to of-
ficers vepresenting the firemen
and eonks, included: joint action |
by the three unions in the steam
aschooner beef; strike referendum
to be econdueted simultaneously in
all three wuwnions; negotiations
with steam schooner operators to
be conducted jointly by the three
unions; no arbitration of any is-
zies involved.

The answer Lo the joint action
proposal was that the cooks” and
firemen's representatives had ne
authority to act wpon it that it
would have to be submitted to
the membership.

VWhile the SUP awaited an
answer to its proposal, the lead-
ership of the MFOW submitted
the schooner question to a strike

vele, thus dividing the union
front.
Approximately 47 stecam

i E,chq:nth;':r:-!. -r:li:u"r.'ﬂ,iﬂﬂ' on Lhe Pacific
Coast are tied up by the strike.
The MFOW iz demanding a raisc
from 385 to 2100 and from 3-1.1'1[]'
to 31,10 for overlime, and over-
line pay for Saturday afternoon
work while in port.

Danger of Arbitration

Dunger ihat the phoney ‘na-
tionnl defense” izzue would oo
uged to force the unions into ar-
bitratiom remained as the capital-
ist presz continued to howl that
prepavedncss efforts were being

that of manning scale; making a |-

pay.

Many complained bitterly
that they had been misin-
formed as to what their pay

ould be; they found 321 in
heir pay envelopes instead of

n expected $30. They also
poke of the cost of laundry,
igarette and other expenses

hile at camp.

Men from the Seventy-first
FInfantry, from Mew York City,
conducted whal amounted to
an open demonsiration after
getting their pay at the pay
Jine. Recognizing zeveral news-
paper reporters, the men ang-
rily and loudly informed them
of the rooking they were get-
ting.

Officers altempted to make
ithe privates return into the
line away from the reporters,
but the men persisted until
their complaints had been ful-
Iy outlined.

Almozt  half  the division
here hag mot received its frst
pay, which is considerably

service in surcessive batches.

Evidence  is

in the boss military machine,

wing eut off relief.

for many days.

cigarettes and other essentials.

overdue,

FAMILIES ARE
[N DIRE WANT

Officials Violate
Promises To Help
Their Dependents

BUFFALD, N, Y. Oect
Welfare aid to families of Na-

mobilized and m training ot Fort
Dix. M. J., has been drastically

reduced or  discontinued  alte-
gether, reportz from the camp
indicate.

Conditions of starvation fs
il wives and children of reli
recipients mow in the army, it is
revealed in letters from home re-
ceived by the soldievs.

A plimpee of the true state of
oaffairs was diselesed in a story
in today's Buffalo Evening Newa,
which reported interviews with
some of the men whose families
have been affected by the, action
of the Erie County Welfare
Board.

Privates Tell Their Story

One of the privates inter-
viewed declared that he had re-
eeived 8 letter informing him
that his wife had been hailed into
court this morning to fare an
evietion charge for non-payment
of rent. He ssserted, “I'm only
getling 230 & month from the
Army as it is. That's okey with
me. but not enough for my wife
and child. My wife and T were
on the welfare beeanse I couldn't
web g job

tional Guardsmen from here, now |

private purveyors while

from leading Negro spokesmen.

in the factorics,

the ranks of the upper class.

Over < 16,000,000 men between the ages of 21
and 38 were registered for the draft Wednesday.
The federal government has announced Lhat
over 000000 are scheduled to be ealled for army

The vast majority of the recruits must natur-
ally come from the ranks of the workers.
alresdy beginning to pile vp on
the conditions the new army recruits will face

National Guardsmen, recently inducted into
the regular army and in training at Fort Dix,
nave learned that their families back home aroe

An emergency situation has arisen within the
past week at the training camps when payment
of monthly wages of army privates was held up

A profitable business is being made off the
recruits who must pay steep prices for laundry,

army privates must pay eight cents more for a
pack of cigarettcs than mavy recruits petting
three times army pay. Navy men are exempted
from payment of the federal tax,
tre paying five cents for four penny stampse from
governrent  officials

m&; ‘have free franking privileges.

A major seandal about Jim Crow conditions
in the armed forces has just broken out, A re-
eent White House statement indicating that a
policy of MNegro segregation would be enforeed
in the avmed forces has evoked stormy protest

?L 15 already quite clear that the worker re-
cruits are facing the same open-shop regime in
the army as they have battled against so bitterly

The professional officer caste now dominating
the war machine is netoriously anti-labor. It has
been especially built Up oVEer many vears from

The close tie-up between the army and navy
heads and Wall Street was glaringly revealed
when the War and Navy Depariments openly

G 7

First Experiences of National Guardsmen, Just Inducted,
Shows Necessity for Union Protection of Conscripts

callective bargainipg rightz in the military zer-

vice and Tor ovganized channels through whicl
the rank and file soldier may protest against an-
ticipated miserable living standards and prevent

diserimination and persecution at the hands of the

For inastanco,

Army recruits

SR o Tivorras - Sofialists . atd - the Stalinists
pose that the working class remain unarmed - e
the face of universal war and militarism.

That the workers must have military train-
ing and arms to check the advance of fascism -

1% ecertain.

Losg-minded officer clique. '

In a broader sense, the debacle of the French
army in the face of Hitler has pointed sharply
tor the unrelinbility in general of the capitalist
“demecratic”™ military officer-caste to defest the
Nazi and Fascist attacks,

The overwhelming fear of the workers of
fascist domination, whether avising from within
or without the country, has s sound basis. But
another alternative must be offered them than
the choice between fighting
‘boss-ridden officers, already three-guarters com-
tnitted to a fascist control of the workers, or the
puling pacifism of a few preachers, the Norman b g

TN Y,

Cowho prges

under unreliable,

That the workers must secure this training
under a leadership that will safeguard their in-
terests and really fight to the death against the

whole black reaction of fascism and capitalism
i% mlzo indisputable,

There is but one answer to this problem. The

military training of the workers must be in the
hands of their own organizations—the Trade
Uniona! The destiny of Labor in the face of the

fascist onslaught will be dark indeed—unless the

determine  {he
slruggle!

workers themselves control their own arms and

course of the coming armed

|
e
ief

MIDLAND STEEL
STRIKERS ARE
VICTORIOUS

CLEVELAND, QOct. 10-—After
three days of militant strike ac-
tion, 12080 workers of the Mid-
land Steel Producis Co.. hers,
maembers of Local 488 United
Auto Workers Union-CIO, 1e-
turned to the job foday with a
signed contract including virtual-
I¥ a closed shop agreement, a 3c
te 10¢ howrly pay inerease, and
additional hours of annual paid
vacations.

The strike threatened to shul
dewn  the Studebaker, Hudson
and Buick assemly  plants.
Cleveland daily papers reported
that the shut-down resulted in a
lack of auto frames and housings
which jeopardized production in
theze big assembly plants.

It iz veported that the griev-

Ancther private had been on a
254 a month WPA job. His wife
and five-month-old baby were
left behind here with the prom-
ige of the Welfare Department
that it would give his family the
difference between hin WPA pay
and hiz 521 monthly Army wage,
He added, “And now 1"ve received
a letter from my wife saying she

promized.”

Complaints are alse pouring n
from Fort Dix beeawse of Lhe
delay in paying the men their
£21. This $21 represents the total
monthly income for most of the
guardsmen, many of whom are
trying to maintain dependents on
this sum.

subotaged by the sirike.

. e . .'-_ = ¥ 5k S ~
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isn't getting the money that was |

ance of Mack Check, Local 486
prezident, who was fired from the
company over two years ago for

satisfaction of the wnion. How-
ever, it is not yet clear whether

plant or the one from which he
was fired.

The Cleveland capitulist press
viciously attacked the union dur-
i ing the stvike, accusing the work-
ery of sabolaging “national de-
fensze."™

An inspiring feature of the
strike, which established an aver-
age howrly wage rate in the plant
of $1.05, was the solidarity of
Negro and white workers on the
picket lines,

P b - ._ Fli o el phke Y

SIQUEIROS, WHO LED GANG THAT

ATTACKED TROTSKY, INDICTED

MEXICO CITY, Oct. 12—David Alfary Bigueiros, leader of the
machine-gun band which attacked Troisky's home on May 24th,
was indicted by Judge Raul Carranca Trujille yesterday.

Sigueiros was indicted on nine counts: murder of Robert Sheldon
Harte, Trotsky's secretary-guard: attempt to murder Leon Trotsky;

criminal association and wse of
firearms; uwsurpation of official
functions (his use of a military
uniform as a disguise during the
attack); unlawful use of uniforme
(lor having bought other wuni-
forms for the use of his accom-
plices); robbery (for taking the
two automobiles from the Trot-
sky house); breaking into
Trotsky home, and damaging
another's property.

On Thursday Siqueiros was
confronted by his accomplices,
who have been under arrest sinee
June, and they confirmed their
carlier testimony identifving him
as the leader of the maching-gun

bamd.
(Dther stories on the investiga-

Trotsky appear on pages 3 and
4 of thiz issue.)

union activity, was settled to the

Cheek iz to be placed in ancther

Bethlehem Strikers Return To Work
The Day ‘New’ Policy is Announced!

chented,

war orders.

BEALTIMORE, Oct. 8—A4.000 shipyvard workers who called off
their strike nyminst Bethlehem Steel and relurned to work this
morning, on the appeal of their officers who =aid that Atterney
General Jackson's “informal. opinien”™ made the sirike unneces-
sary. learned from the afternoon newspapers that they had been

They had called off the strike on the urging of Philip Van
Gelder, national seerelary of the CI0 Industrial Union of Marine
and Shipbuilding Workers of Ameriea, who had declared that
Jackson's “informal opinion” “could be used ax a weapon for
enforcing collective bargaining in the Sparrows Point and other
Bethlehem plants without the necessily of sirike action.”

But this afternoon’s papers reported that Jackson. the War
and Navy Departments, the Natisnal Defense Commizzion and
Bidney Hillman, had all joined in declaring before the Smith Com-
mittee—g House commitlee investigating the N.L.R.B.—that vio-
lators of M.L.E.B. decizions would continue fo get government

FIVE (5) CENTS

exerted severy pressure on the National Defense
Commission and other government agencies to
ignore labor law restrictions in the granting of
war contracts to private mmdustries.

Union ranks are beginning to discuss the ques-
tion of the right of unioh men in the army to!
continue their attendance at union meetings and
to hold union meetings while in military service.
There is a growing awareness of the need for

the | tion of the GPUs murder of
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Unions Must Oppbse Open Shop
In The Army, As In Industry
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