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'LABOR WITH A WHITE BHIN
CAN ‘hEIT EMANCIFATE ]TSEJ..F
A BLACK

‘The
Negrﬂ Struggle

By ALBERT PARKER

(Continued from last week)

Generous—When it
Costs Nothing

Will a vote for Willkie and the Republicans
be any better tham a voue for Roosevell nmd the
Democrats? The facis say no.

The record of the Republicans on Megro legis-
lation 1&g every hit a8 had as the Demacrals’, From
1320 on the RBepublicans sat in power, in the
White House and in most states. From them the
Megroes got nolhing. That was why no colored
worker spent much time weeping in 1932 when

they were swept out of office and became a mi- |

nority in Congreas,

Then overnight, they became “the Negro's
friend and champlon™! In a magleal way Re-
publicans appeared on the floors of Congress with
Antl-Lyneh Bills and Antl-Poll Tax DBills, “The

' 1_1 Republican Party.” they sald, "hns been the friend

of the Megro people since the davs of Abraham
Lincoln, and still iz, Don't you see what we're
trying to do for you in Congressy™

What generous peaple!  During the  years
When they had the power to pass gueh hills, they
were nowhere 1o be found, The Anti-Lynch Bills
which came up in Congress when they had a ma-
Jority, were always shelved and forgolien by them
in the same way the Democrats do it now. And
wow, when they are sure that the Democratic
majoerfiy wili defeat such legislatlon, they wery
boldly propose it

There are two reasons for this hypoerlsy, Flrat,
it ig a cheap way to build themeelves up as
“friends of the Negro.” Secondly, it erhbarraszses
the Demoerats who liave to take the responsibility
for laws that neither party really wanta passed.
Only simple people will fall for this kind of fraud.

Take Wendell Willkle, the wiility boss who
waa picked by Lhat small section of the race that
alone s responsihble for and henefite from Jim
Crow, the bankers and g businessmen.

Becavse be is an “out™ now, and wants to get
"in", he chooses his words about the colored people
very carefully, He remembers the eleven stales
where the enlored vole will be declelve on Movem-
her 5. Buol every onece in a while he makes a
glip, and gives the game away, showing that all
his fine talk about “equal opportunity™ s nothing
more than the hot dog and glase of beer that
wird-heslera glve away “free’™ before electlons,

Willkie Likes a Jim Crow Book

Recently Lthe New Jergey Herald News, o Megro
paper, addressed an open letter to him, In it

“tHey fuestloned his enthisinstic praies of the

book, Capitalism The Creator, by Carl Snyder.
The anthor of this contemptible book writes in
defemae of “the greatly misunderstood and abused
millionaires,” He vigorously defends the right
of plutoerats to keep robbing amd exploiting the
great mass of the people. He asks that taxation
uf the wealthy be stopped. Hiz veason? They
degirve everything they have! He thinks it is
terrible for the unlons to tey to get higher wages
for the workers, That will “Block (he road to
recovery,” he aave. -

MNaturally, such an enemy of the working class
1 an enemy of the most eppressed section of the
working class, the Megro warkers, and a friend of
Jim Crow. “We must realize that ceriain races
wre naturally inferlor,” says this ardent champion
of the wleh. By this he means they shouldn't
have cqual epportunitiea and rights, they should
be #een and not heard, they shouldn't have the
aame sohooli they shouldn't he allowed to sit
in the same “um- nhd restaurants, they ghould
do the dirty work, cleaning the tollets, acting as
janitora and washwamen, while their "superiors,”
the rich, do more important things such az going
to the dog show.

Public endorsement of thiz book by Willkie
means that if he is elected, he can be expocted
to carry out the jdems in §t!  And those colored
workers who fell for Wiilkie"s promises before
glectione will be given Lhe privilege of shining
hile shaea ag reward for thelr support,

Between the two boss parties the Negro has
no cholee, MNelther will help him, each will be-
tray him, both are his mortal enemies,

Trouble—And Double Trouble

The e we live in T840 iz a sirange thing.
The workera produce everything, and they live
fun misery. The bosses produce nothing, and they
live in comfort and luxury. Becanse of the profit
gyatem, the bosses make the workers live in une
healthy tenements, Often they shut down thoe fac-
torics and throw the workers into the streets to
starve or live on miserable relief allowances, When
the workers dare to ask for a little more From
1ife, 1the strength of the whole svstem is thrown
agninet theni: the laws, the police, the newspapers,
the courts, When thiz decaying profit system faces
o ¢rlsls, the bosses of Lhe different conntrics put
guns in the workers' handa and send them out to
kil each other to dezide which bosses shall get the
gravy.

Ad workers, the Negroes suffer all this, But
that isn't all. Because they are Megroes, they
are treated even worse. The Republicans and
the Democrats defend this way of 1ife, but they
won't do anything to let the eoloved workers have
gt least the same rolten conditlons and opportu-
nitias that the white woarkers have. The colored
workers are herded into the worst of the bad
hotigesi. They are given the dirtiest and worst-
paving jobs, They are hired last and fired first,
They aren't even permitted to foin their boszsss'
Army. Many of them are terrovized and lynched
when thevy try to vote like other workers, even
for Republicans and Democrats, Insult is always
gdded to the injuries they suffer under capitalism.

Why g thls? Why must colored workers carry
& double burden?

(MNext week: What Canses Jim Crow?)

This time, much more than on
any previous ocension, the Mexi-
i  prosidentlal elections have
hecn exoremely Important. Pow-
erful  interests are in play on
hoih sides, haviog mobilized them-
gelves for the struggle with am
nebivily which hae not been Enown
for many years. The sirictly na-
tlonal Importanes of the conflict
i3 augmented by the existenee of
the BEuropean -war.

It is necessary to give o short
shetch  of the conditions under
which Lthe country g now Jiving
and  the interests opposing a re-
voll apainst {he control exerciaed
an all the prezidents of the e
pubiie by Plutarco Ellas Calles,
ithe real ruler. Cardenas himself
was only ralsed Lo the presidency
hecanse he was thatght to be o
man who could be easily mani-
pulated by Calles's order.

In rejecting Calles, Cardenas

SOCIALIST.

laiming himeeld the candidate of
“order” and of the “integrity of
the family.”

Almost all if mot all the petty
bourgeoisie lined up behind Al-
mazan immedlately. Cervtain back-
ward elemenls amoang the workers
and peagants were also  pushed
towards bim by the corruption of
the trade-union lesders. In gen.

ove of Moscow have rought closs
to us is much greaver. The men-
ace of Almazan has not aubszided
with the proclamation of Cama-|
cha's vietory, The candidaie of
“grder”™ and the “family™ has
made an appeal Tor 4 resctionary
insirrection.  Immedintely after-
wards Calles made an appearance
in Texas at a secret conference

APPEAL

Mexico After the Elections --B, GRANDIZO MUNIS

Danger of Reactionary Coup Grows, Aided
By Corrupt Stalinist-Toledano Methods

to which in Mexico theve must
be added an unbounded ecorrap-
tion. Tv counts wpan the disea-
tisfaction in the bourgesisie and
pelty bourgeolsic, always afcaid
that Lthe masses may pass from
reformism lo genuine revolution-
ary acltion; and on ithe dis=zaiis-
factiom  in the proletariat amnd
peasaniry, whose economic condi-

arnl thresgquarters of the impor-
tance which the Almazanist move-
menl has acguired is dne o the
repulsion inspired in the masscs
by the activitles of the CTM bu.
reateracy, directly linked up with
the Stalinist bureaucracy. As has

dental ;

nesds  in order
plans,

had to find some support in the
poorest classes of Lthe cliy and
country. By defending the righi
to sirike, whiclk Calles desired
Lo stamp oul, he won the good-
will of the workers: by promis-
ing to divide up the large estates
he won the good-will of the peas-
ants. By these two simple means
he suteeeded in carrying through
the political move and changes
which permitted him to defeat
Calles,

The latter's principal support,
the National Revoiutionary Tarty
was dissolved and the Party of’
the Mexican Revolution (Partido
de In Hevoloeibn Mexicana) was
crepled in Ita place. In opposi-
tion to the tradeubioh moevement
of the Mexican Regional Worlkers'
Confederation (CROM) completaly
contralled by Calles, Cardonas ini-
tiated the creation of the Confed-
eratiom of Moxican Workers
(GTM) and the WNational Peasants'
Confederation (CMNCY. The esiph.
lishment of the ejidos, by divid-
ing up nomerous large cslates
among the pepsanis, the estahliah-
ment of a minimum wage of twa
resos a day, and the exproprig
tien of the national rallways and
of the ofl companfes, are the basic
measitres which gave Cardonas’s
government it early popualarity
and g democratiec eharacter,

THE LIMITE OF WHAT
CARDENAS ACHIEVED

Bk however fmporiant thess
may appear, they have only serv-
ad to conflrm owr-estimate of the |
character of modern sorlal move.
ments in countries of colonial ar
semi-colonial economy. From the
firsl day, the bourgeoizie and pet-
ty bBolrgeoisie hive been reject-
ing Cardenas’s modest reforms,
The reforma have irritated the
bourgeoisie without having sue-

been proven many times in Ea-
rape Lhe reaction receives its chief
strenglth from the reformist bu-
reansracy,

To the destruction of the work-
ing class represented hy Almazan.
the afficlal party, P.R.M., opposed
its own candidate, General Avila
Camaeho,

CAMACHO'S PROGRAM
DOES NOT EXIST

Avila  Camache's  program?—
gome impudent Trofskyite will
aale. Tt doesti't exist, I order
to calm the most conacions work.-
arg Lombarde Toledano’s bureails
erats take pleasure in repeating
{hat Avila Camacho is going to
continue Cardenas's work.

" Bat, regardless of what Lom-
bardo Toledano’s camarilla saya,
the attitude Avila Camacho will
take towards che working-class
gaina is more thap suspect. In
a” spesch made at Puehla he fin
ally said that it was necessary to
“direct  politles  fnte  Christian
pathis.” In other peroratioms he
altowed it to e secn that his
| policies would he directed againgt
the proletariat and the pessanis
After proclalming hiz victery in
the Chamber of Teputies the press
that onece sympathized with Al
mazan {8 now submitting itsell to
Camacho, induelng him to stal
a radieal change of men and meth-
ods. In thiz way the Sialinisis
and Lombardiats, by removing
from the electoral ecampaligm the
demands of the poor classes, have
made possible with Avila Cama-
cho's victory the annihilation of
those gaing already made,

ALMAZAN DANGER
STILL TMMINERT 7

But the danger which the trade

L

ings: all

evRr,

with his Almazanist cronies.
gelection of ‘Texas
it has all the ronditions of
faverabie surroandings and finan-
cial support which the reaction

Almazan has persistenily soughi

the support of Yankee impaerlal-
igm. ‘The latter,
feel fteelfl threatened in the slight-
eel by Avila Camsche cannot be
inclined to provoke a ¢lvil war
in Mexico, particularly now, when
the Monroe Doctrine has just as
much value as the American nas
aceording to old Theodore
Roopcvelt's expression.
Texas politicians have a differant
pint of view and seem disposed
ta support Almazan fo the finfah.
e will reeslve monsy and war
material from Texas,
Almazanist uprising breaks ouwt.
The workers” organizationa of this
state should begin to ael asainsl
Almazan and the Ameriean poli-
ticians alding him.
We need scarcely say what tho
victory of an Almazanist insur-
rection wonld mean for the wfork-
ing class and the peasaniz. There
woulld be & return of 1he epoch
aof mags deportations to the Maria
falands and of unpunished shoot-
demoorntic
would bhe sopprepsed,
would he torm away from the
peasanls amd wages would fall
even below what they are already,
Againet thin threat the living
tfonditions now enjfoved by work-
era and peagzanta are not. how-
sufficiently attractive
throw them with enthusiasm into
the siruggle against Almazan. The
latter iz hoping that the Impov
erighed masses, deceived and he-
trayed by the Tombardist buremss-
craey, will view any reactionary
uprising with passivity.

CORRUPT BUREAUCRATS
HELP ALMAZAN |

Th-a :ra&r:llun nle}'u c-}unta for
itz victory wpomn the diazatisfae-
union bureaverats and the Jack-! tion provoked by reformist policy, | give the defense time to summon

The
ia not mooi-

tion iz mot improving noticeably
and 15 in many cases gelting worse,
Blaming the corruption of the
reformist bureaveracy on lhe re-
volution, Lthe bonrgecisie seeks Lo
netfralize the working elass in
order to impose its yoke wupon it
& bhourgeols pays & Lombardist
leader for him fo  liguidate a
strike or fire a revolutionary
worker, and then goes on o make
same reflections of the “revolu-
tionary”™ morale of the working
elags leader! TIn this way the buo-
reaucracy  performs  the dounhle
gerviee for the bourgeoisie af free.
Ing it of the workers' revalutlon-
ary action and glving it argo-
ments against the workers' move-
ment, The success of this bour
geols propaganda 18 most consid-
eralile in the backward sections
whera the workers cannot distin-
guizh betweesn the corcupt trade
wnion barepwcracy and a revolo-
tlonary elnss policy. Tn casze Al
mazan succeeds in makine an in-
gurrection he will not fall to en-
counter an auwxiliary, passive at
lemst, §m the vepugnancs which
the activities of the trade uanion

fo  oxeeute fls

which does nol

But the

in case an

There i8 only one way to stop
any reactlonary success, whether
it comes about from o seizare of
the state by Almazan or & cold
and gradual swing on the part of
Avila Camacho: @ @program  af
workers” ond peosanfs’ demandl
cipable of inferesiing the maszes
anwd mobilizing (ke againsd he
reaction,

Stalinists and Lombardists have
abandoned any demand of this
type. They are avilacamachists
becauas they hope Lo continue the
enjoyment of all their privileges
under Camachoe, ‘They are nol
interested in the slightest by any
advance of the workers' galns.
In thls way avilacamachism has
provided a weighty eontribution
tee the progress of almazanism.
Only the weak Mexican section
of the IV International Proposes
a program of demands based omn
he improvement of the living eon-
ditiong of the working ¢lass and
peasantz, Tut the Mexican =mec
tfen of the Fourth International
iz today too feeble for its wvalioce
to have as vet any important re
percussions in the social Blruggle.
The determining eloment in these
hours ig the paliey of the OCTM
bureaueracy, alded by the Stal:

inists. ‘This policy asems to have
beon specialiy thousht up to aid
the reaction. As to whether the
progrees of the latter will be pre
genled to us In the form of an
Almazagiat insurvrection or g right-
ist swing on the part of Avila
Camache 18 something that can-
nnt be predicted. Tn any oase,
the Stalinists and Tombardists
have given almazsniem encourage-
mant and disarmed the working
clase by means of avilacamachism,
They will be the once responsible
for the wvietory of the reaction,
wherever It may.come from,

and Stalinist burenucracy have
provoked among the workers.

Merice D, F, SEeptestlier 13, 1050

libertie=
the land

Negro Sharecropper Facing
Trial For Murder of Boss

CHATHAM, Va, Sept. 20, 1940°
—Protest Lelegrams pouring in to
the courlt pul a halt today te the
atlempt (o railroad Oxlell Waller,
young MNegro sharecropper, Lo the
electric chalr by rushing his trial
only three dayvs after he was in-
dicted.

Judge Clement of the Cireult
Court  of Prisylvanis County,
Virginia, backed by Common.
wealth attormey . Whitchead, * had
refused Lo continue the cige or

to

caeded Inm osatfafving the workers
and peasants. The PRM, which
congista of the top bureaueralic
and  military hierarchies, the

(damentally the same parly

CTM and the ONC, constitote funp.
that
served as a base for Calles. Any
right swing on ile part of the
victorions presidential candidate
will find the rame hasiz and
adaptability in the PRM as did
the left ewing of Cardenas,

The CTM and the CHC, In the
hands of an extraocdinarily cop-
rupl bureauergey, play and tral
fic with the workers’' interesis In
exactly the same way as a piece
of goods §g trafAcked. The gen.
aral line of the leaderz g sub
mission to the povernment, the
line being accompanied with pure
and slmple aclling out to the om-
ployers, In many unions the lead-
erg of the CTM are in the pay
of {the bourgecisie. from whom
they receive a regolar wage.

The siluation of the small new
praprictars im the countryvaide has
nat fmproved with the dividing
up of the lands. If before they
wore exploited by the Inndialdess
they are now explaited by the
bank which lends them money,
by their leadsrs, and by the com.
panies te which they find them.
aalves compelled to sell thelr pro-
ductz at o low price,

Tha bankrupt situation of the
railwaye and oll wells has re.
cently heen glven public notics,
Thia is due In part to the boycott
and fto the maneuvers of the
Amearlean [mperialists, but fto a
great  extent the responsibility
falla op ihe boreancratz of ithe
CTHM,  Being the real adminis-
tratorg af hoth undertakings they
grant Chemsclves exiremely hizh
salarfes and honures, while the
coonomic position of the workers
has either not improved or has
obvieusly deteriorated. The vl
in prices, which has beon poing
on for yoars now. aggravites the
situation of all the poor ¢lasses.
Accordingly the hatred of the
workera and peasants 18 concoens
trating itself against the bareau.
erats of the OTM, of the CNC, and
the government.

THE REACTIONARIES RALLY
AROUND ALMAYAN

For its part the feeble Mexlcan
hourgeoisie, always opposed 1o
Cardenas’® reforme, has exploited
the sitnation in order 1o rise in
a tumult ‘of totalitarian fewer.
This s the origin of General Juan
Andrew Almazans eandidacy, con.
celved in Monterrey, the mast ime-
portant grouping in the Mexiean
bourgenisie. Upon arriving in
Mexico City as eandidate his first
declaration was made in condem.

Communist League of China
Honors Memory of Trotsky

The Central Executive Committee of the Com=
munist League of China issued the follewing
statement on the death of Leon Trotsky:

“The Communist League of China, section of
the Fourth International, decply mourns the
passing of Leom Trotsky, who met his death at
the hands of a brotal assassin emploved by
Stalin®s internotional Mafia. To Natalia, his de-
voted wife and eomrade, we send all our sym-
pathy in this lrmpu'mhln loss which we so sadly
zhare,

A fter zeveral unsuccessfol attempts, the Bor-
gia of the Kremlin has finally succeeded in still-
ing the voice of the greatest leader of the re-
valutionary socialist movement. Trotsky was
murdered becauss, as the legitimate bearer of
the traditions of the October Revolution in Rus-
zia and the pre-eminent leader of the world-wide
movement of the revelutionary proletariat and
the oppressed masses, he represented the great-
¢at menace to the totalitarian ibureaucracy which,
with Stalin at its head, dominates the Soviet
Union and erushes the masses under the weight
of its luerative privileges and the violent rule by
which it maintaing them.

“The murder of Trotsky was also an act of
personal vengeance by Stalin, the foul erowning
deed in & series of murders which has claimed
the lives of Trotsky's two sons and two daughters
and thowsands of his deveted followers in Russia,
“By the death of Leon Trotsky. the workers
and oppressed peoples of all the world, including
China, have lest their most gifted and ardent
champion. Tirelessly and selflessly and without
thought for his personal welfare or safety, he
battled for more than forty years in the eause
of the downtredden and oppressed, To this great
liberating struggle he brought a diversity of
talents rarely given to a single man. Together
with Lenin he led the Russian Revolution to vie-
tiery and created the Red Army which fought
off its enemies. Despite the later degeneration
of the Soviet state, he continued ita most able
revolutionary defepder and labored indefatigably
for its revival by promoting the cause of the in-
ternational socialist revolution. He kept unde-
viantingly to this course in the face of streams of
slander, monstrous frame-ups and continual
{hreats against his life by the Kremlin clique
and their hired agents.’

“The hand of Stalin, guiding the hand of the
assassin who encompassed his death, haz breught
the earcer of the great revolutionist to a pre-
mature end. In his writings and labors, as well
as by hiz exemplary life as a man and & revo-
lutionist, Leon Trotsky has bequeathed a rich
heritage to the international proletariat and =ll

nation of the class struggle, proc-

the oppressed. Under the banner which he un-

T L P

furled and so bravely upheld until his last breath
—the banner of the Fourth International—his
great work will reach fruition. This will be an
imperishable monument to Leon Trotsky, who
lived and died for the emancipation of mankind."
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF CHINA

Shanghai, August 23, 1940 |

{and Fertblizer, and went to Mary-

The following letter was =ent to Comrade
Natalia Trotsky by the Execntive Committee of
the Communist League of China on Aug, 23

"~ The Chinese comrades send you these few
waords in the hope of comforting you in the dark
days of sorrow which you are mow passing
through because of the loss of our beloved Com-
rade Trotsky., We wanted to send you a cable or
radiogram, but eireumstances here are such thai
we must wrile instead.

We had always hoped that you and we would
be spared the grief which has pow fallen upon
ug, but it was not to be. Despite all the precau-
tions which were taken, an aszsassin employed by
Stalin succceded in carrying out his vile task.

We had hoped that Comrade Trotsky would
live many more years o continee his great work
in the eause of the sovialist revolution, Mow we
can only take comfort-—and we ask you to take
comfort—in the thought that before he died
Cemrade Trotzsky had alveady performed enor-
meaz labor for our cause. This work must now
be earried to completion by others, less fitted for
the task, dut inspired by his selfless and gifted
devotion to the cause of the downtrodden and
the appressod.

We recall with especial gratitude the great
contributions which Comrade Trotsky has made
to the revolutionary movement in China, His
labors have armed 1% with 2 program which in
the end will triumph. When the masses of China.
marching under the banner of the Fourth Inter-
national, thraw off the chains of imperializm and
gtep Torward on the road to socialism, they will
learn of the great part that Comrade Trotsky
played in azsuring their tromph, and they will ap-
propriately honor his memory.

Dear Comrade Natalin: we grieve with you
in thiz terrible bereavement and we honor you
as the beloved wife and comrade of our departed
leader, Plepse accept our fralernal love and sym-
pathy, We shall eomtinue to uphold the banner of
interpnational socialism, the banner of the Fourth
International under which Comrade Trotsky lived

and died.
Executive Committee, Communist League of
China (Section of the IV International)

important witnesses, The protest
telegrams  brought a  sodden
change and the judge granted a
eontinuance until September 28,

Waller, 28 yveanr-old Negro shapre
cropper, 12 charged with ahooting
to cdemth his white landlord in a
disptite over the division of the
erops. Waller §s married, has
nao children but supports a widow-
afl mother, He has had three
years of high school -sduiation. -

On January 2, 1939, Waller
moved into the land of Oskar Da-
vig; mear Gretan, Va. The land
was set out in tobacco, corn and
whent, Davia agreed to furnish
supplies and tools, whils Waller
was to furnish the labor and pes
cieive opefourth of the praduct,

Affer Wallee had worked on the
tobacen erop, Davis declded fo
take advantage of the Federal
Government subhsidy and plow nn
der the erop, inferming Waller he
would not he pafd for his labare,
Davig also owed Wallar's mother
for four weeks wmidwifery and
neraing at $7.50 per weok, hav-
ing paid Ier only $2.50 por week,
After some digpute, Waller finally
abandonad any immediate claim
to money due him on the tobaceo

fand 1o work. In his absence, his
wifo amd mother, both of wham
had worked on the aforemention-
ed property, were evicted by
Davie,

When Waller refturned  from
Warvland, he went to met the
wheat which had bheen worked an
by his wile, mother and himself,

Self-Defense Involved

He went armed, having heen
threatened hy Davis and knowing
fia temperament. Doavis refusod
te allow him anything at all, and
redched for the poeket im which
he wusually kept his pistol. 1In
fear of hiz life, Waller shot and
Elled Tavis, and fled, fearing
moh vialenes, He was captured
n few davs later in Columbus
Dhin, whenea he was extraditod
on Aungust &th to Chatham, Vie
zinfa.

Lawyers Thomas H, Stone and
J. Byron Hepkins, both from
Richmond, Virglnin, are eo-operat-
ing in the defense.

The defenss attorneys are Hehi.
inz to get a echange of venee,
Judge Clement shawed his hisg hy
hig Insultine remarks to defense
ronnar] Hopking, & Meern.  The
Ioeal husinezsmen of Gretna and
Chatham ate united In ecrving
"that damn nigper ought to be
EKilled."  "Waller eommifted the
“unpardonahble sin™—resisting o
white hoss. They want to hurn
him fo maintain  the vicious
"eropper system.

The Mrst skirmigh has been won.
bt vietory will demand a long
hard fizhi. The Waller Defenes
Crmmittee in Richmond, Vireinia.
calls o workerg amd frisnds fo
rrganize  local Waller Defense
Cammittess, unitine  Neera and
white in 2 common natlonat
striiegle on thiz case, Labor and
Megro oreanizations are nreed fn
rogperate by halding protest meet-
inegs and hening to ralse the nn-
ceszaTy funds to fight the case
throngh to a wictere. Send mail
tn B, Campion, Waller Defensn
Committes, &0 T. H. Stone, 1519

LI FU-JEN

E. Main St., Rlchmond, YVirginia,

Has Mike Gold
Made His Last
Blunder?

Simce Mike Gold lives in the United States
and, to give the devil his due, jsn't fool encugh.
to aceepl one of those cordial invitationa from
the Kremlin to please come over and participate-
in the Movember T ecelebrations, the GPU eannot,
arrange Lo have him liguidated in the waoal offi-
olal manner, .

Mevertheless the GPU must put an end fo
Mike Gold's official status as eolumnist of the
Daily Worker, Many a fime in the past Gold
haz Murled osutl thingz which #e diserset GPU
agent or Slalinist functionary should have whies-
pered, let alone put into cold print. The other’
times Mike ate lots of crow and was permitted-
te go on. But not this time,

For this time Mike Gold has talked out of
turn about the one crime which, above all, the
GPU s desperately determined to cover up its
connection with—the aesassinatieon of Loeon
Trolaky. :

A few [acte are first necessary in order to
understand the enormity of Mike Gold's blunder,

Bosem Friend of Mike Gold

David Alfare Sigueiros made a get-away just
ag he was about to he arrested. by the Mexlean
police for having led the May 24 machine-gun
assault on Trotsky's house, *Ahont & dozeén of his
accomplices, however, were caught and avsrested,
Most of them realized the jlzg was up and signed
depozitions confessing thelr participation in the
assault.

From thege depositions and other evidence gath-
ered by the police it was established conclusively
that Sinueires, dresged in the uniform of & high
official of the police, had led the machine-gun
band, similarly disguised In police uniforms, Luis
Meteoa Marlinez, a Communist Party member,
one of these arrested, confessed that he had been
commissloned to buy those uniforms by David
Serrano, & member of the Politlea] Burean of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party, Sers
rano’s former wife, Jolia, confesged that she and
anolher woman had betn eommissioned by S1- -
gqueoiras to ceteupy & hounse near Trotsky™s, to se-
duee the small police guard stotioned ountside thé
Tratshy house, She had reported the resulte of
her apying on the Trotaky housahold over a perlod
of months to Slqueiros, '

Sigqueires” flight from the police was jtself a
confession of goilt, In addition, however, when °
those arrested gave the show away, the GPU de-
cided it was unwise fo attempt to malntaln that
Sigueiros was innocent. Instead § was decided
to develop the line that Siqueiros was indeed
guilty, but that he was In no way connected with
the Comhrdndst- Party.
line Sigureiros (or the GPU In his name) sent ~
four letters to the police and the press, admit-
ting hie guilt and ddéfending his crime as a “po-
litical act"; whilé the Communist Party of Mexico
denounced Siguelros as an “Irresponsible” who
had been expelled from the Communist Party for
aome time. The pext step was to label Sigueiros
ag a repetionary and a Trotskyist! To thiz end,
Navid Serrang blandiy declared before the ip-
vestignting Judge that Trotaky and Diege Rivera
had given Biquelros funds for a publication,

Thia story was fantastic anongh, as every in-
telligent peraon in Mexico knew. For there had .
never been & word of eriticism of Sigueires In
the Stalinist press; on the contrary one could -
cite numerous times whon he was praleed in the
friendliest terms. Siducires, moredver, had served -
ag a "eolonel”™ in a Stalinist-controlled regiment
in Loyalist Spain and was, at the time he fled, .
Pregident of the Association of Ex-Combatants fn -
Epain, the Mexlean equivalent of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade here. However, the Stalinists
attempted to brazen it ount, sticking to their story .
that Sigueiros was not a Stalinist but an agent
of dark and sinlater forces—until Mike Gold
gpllled the beans,

Couldn’t Have Read Report

“Apparently Mike had been In rustie retreat and
hadn't seem the GPI bolletins. At any rate wo
rubbed our eyes when we saw hiz column In the
Aungust 31 Paily Warker, Wo quote some of, it:

“It is as preposterous to believe that Sigueiros .

would hecome the leader of an assassination plot
as to helieve it of Gary Cooper. And why? Re-
cause the face, the hair, the manner of speech,
the whaole personality of Sigueires iz almost ae
well known in Mexico as the personality of Gary
Cooper in this eountry.

“Communists do not helieve in assassination,
because with Disracli they believe that no as-
sassination ever changed the history of. &
country ...

“Bigueires, T understand. was not a member
of the Communizt Party of Mexico. BUT HE
ACCEPTED ITS LEADERSHIP; the ouotstand-
ing Mexican intellectual who did 8o, and for this
renegades like Rivera hiive hated” him with a
peculiar venom. Now Rivera and the fasecist-
Almazan gang to whom he now gives his adhber-
ence, are using their chance to destroy Siqueiros.
They would iry to weave the same plot around a
Gary Cooper or a Charlie Chaplin in Amerien,
if they could, and it would be as murderously
protesgue as a Hitler invention.

Gold is, of course, ready to write that what®
was “murderowsly grotesque™ yesterday was in
reality a fact, and that Sinueiros was never within
twelve thousand miles of (he Communiat Party.
But the damage fs done. No recantation by Cold
can undo it Gold must therefore be ligoidated, -

The GPU is now declding just what iz to be
dones with him.

TR

A Columbus, Ohio, woman is shot through her
hands while they were elevated in prayer. It's
an odd kind of God that can't protect his people
even when they're in his presence.

I metordance with-this=———
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