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Negro Struggle

by Robert L. Birchman

Negro People Hold the Balance

The 1940 elections are of lremendous imporl-
ance to the colored race. They take place in the
midat of world shaking events, The war in Ea-
rvope sharpens and the day eomes eloser when
workers, colored and white, will be ¢plled on to
give their lives o prolect Wall Street’s wrofits,
The erisis of unemployment remains with us, in
spite of the huge expenditures for armaments.
Wages stand still, relief and WPA go down, and
the cont of living shoots up, The conseription Bill
iz rushed for desate and passage, while the Anli-
Lynch Bill lies a-thouldering in & deawer. The
Army hoops shouting that it necds men, and it
keeps rejecting Negro volunieers, The Ku Klux
Klan gers bolder, and gives out leaflets on the
streefs of northern eities,

All these things affeet the lives and condi=
tions of every worker. They affect the coloved
worker most of all beeanse he is always hardest
hit in every crisis. The Negro people ecannot
ignore these things, they have to do something
about them. But in ovder to know what to do,
they must understand what the situation rveally
15, and why.

The first step on the Negro's road to freedom
iz an intensified participation in politicz. An old
argument against this iz: “We don’t kave enough
political strength to  gain  anything.” Recent
studies by the Gallup Poll prove thiz arpoment
completely falae, In May this Poll found that
there are eleven states in which the NMegro vote
is the decisive one, the vole which will probably
swing these states. They were Delaware, In-
diana, New York, Minnesota, Illinois, New Jer-
gey, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Connecticut
and Nebraska. Notice that thizs does not include
the heavily Negro-populated states in the South,
where Negroes are shot if they so much as try
to vote, And still these eleven states will deter-
mine the eourse of the national election!

True, the eolored man has not benefited much
from politics =0 far. But that is because he has
used his political sirength against his own in-
terests. A majority of the colored workers have
always voted for ecither the Demceratic or Re-
publican Parties. A brief examination of these
parties and their presidential eandidates will
show why this has been a tragic mistake. Here
we will not take up at this time their policies in
regard to the general questions of war, low
wages, unemployment, ete. Jost nnajyuillp: thetr
policies In regard to the special problems of the
volored race is enough to expose them for what
they are. In the words of Roosevelt, “Let’s look
at the record.” Let's look at his record.

Thc Rooseveit Record -

During almost eight years in office Roosevell
developed the idea of “must legislation™. By this
was meant the billa in Congress that he badly
wanted passed, and on wmany occazions he has
publicly thrown his weight behind such bills,
Often he has made the proposals himself, on such
things as money for srmaments, conseription,
ete. During those cight years several versions
of the Anti-Lynch Bill were introduced. Not
onge did he offer a single word in faver of such
bills! Each fime he was as mum as a dommy
while hiz party joined hands with the Republi-
cans to kill the Lill. In his years of office he has
made hundreds of speeches, talked on thousands
of things—but never onee a speech, or a sentence,
or a word about the Anti-Lynch Bill,

Eight southern states use a poll tax to keep
the eolored people from voting. Scveral bills, sup-
ported by Negroes and the labor movement, have
been intreduced in Congress to eliminate this
vicious legislation, They all went where the Anti-
Eynch Bill went. And Roosevelt continued to
make speeches about democracy...in Europe.
From him, not a word, not a syllable, only the
silence of the grave, on the poll tax.

Jim Crow Is a General

Az Commander-in-Chief of the Army, Roocae-
velb has mukch to say about its policies, No -
portant decizions are made without his approval.
But the history of the Army under Roosevelt is
the samie history of dizerimination against colored
soldiera and applicants as under the Republicans
before him, Megroes are given the dirtiest jobs
in the Army, they are denied the opportunity Lo
advance themselver, they suffer insult and segre-
gation. Jim Crow is g general in the Army, but
the Commander-in-Chief has never been heard
to say o word abouk it,

All this ab=olute gilence from a man who talks
g0 muoch means only one thing: Roosevelt favors
the policy of dizerimination!

Rovsevelt was not- elected and re-elected on
the basis of his smile alone. His election was
made possible by o political machine, This
machine is well known as the Demoeratic Pavly.
Its main souree of strenglh eomes from one place,
the “zolid south™. There the Democratic Party
rules supreme. There the Negro suffers cvery-
thing but legal slavery. There is the home of the
Iynch mob, There such good Democrais as Sena-
tor Bilbo, who wants to ship the colored people
back to Afriea, and Coltem Ed Smith, and the
other Ku-Kluxers and night-riders, are the mast-
ers, and when they gay, “A third term for Foosee-
velt”, it means something. What self-respecting
eolored worker ean deliver them his vota?

The Democratic Party belongs to these moen.
Bupport them and wou will be supporting the
whole system of Jim Crow. Put them back in.
office and you will be putting them in a position
where they can tighten the chains of opposition
around yvou. Fight for them and you will e fight=-
ing to keep the Anti-Lynch Bill and other pro-
gressive legislation in the drawer. Vole for them
and you will be voting for discrimination in priv-
ate empleyment, on relief, civil service and in the
armed forces,

{Nexl week: The Republicans)

(Continued from Page 1)

show you that they were not
asked of you before?

A 1 will not answer because
you want to make me fall inio
conlradictions. 1T will answer no
more than what I have already
said: I don't remember the
dates nor the subjects of cons
versations nor the number of
conversations I had with Trot=
aky. :

JUDGE: If you are answer-

ing truthfully, then you shouold
nut Fear that vou will fall into
any coniradictions by  repeat-
ing your answers.
The whole frand of Jackson's
explanation, designed solely to
cover up the GPLD, is summed up
in the final guestion and answer
of Lhis aflermoon:

Q: You elaim, then, that you
never received any lelter of re-
commenduation from Lhe alleged
member of the Bureau of the
Fourth Imternational to Trots
sky; you claim further that Trot-
sky  knew that you did not
spenk Russian and that he knew
YOU Were nol an organizer in
ithe Fourth International and
not even @ member of the
Fourth International; vou elaim
further, that within six weeks
or &0 after you fArst mel Trot-
sky, he told you io preceed to
Russia to organize acts of sa-
botage and make attempts on
the life of Stalin and  other
leaders of the bureaucracy, and
vou claim also that Trotsky did
not give you any details but
simply told you to go ahead and
o those things. Is that right?

A: Yes, 1 didn't know what
was in Trotsky's mind and 1
didn't make any caleulations,
The assissin, as can e seen, 187
axtremely cantions and extremely
hard; it iz dowbtful It more can
be done with bhim than (o prove
thal be is Tving, Bat thal is being
proved to the hilt! And it is of
course clear o all honest people
that ithe only purpoze he haz in
Iving is to cover up his GPU
roots.

New C. P, Maoves
Unlike the attacks on Cardenas
appearing in the U, 5, Daoily
Worker, the Stalinist pariy here
ia crawling on ils belly Lo Carde-
nas. A O P delegation walled
hal in hand to see him yesterday,
bt he would not veceive them,

!T'|IE delegation met one of his

recrelaries and whined for an
hour about thelr support of Car-
denas, He, of course. stands by

of a foreign power” who murder- |
ed Trodsky.

Having cautiously waited Cor
three woeks o make sure that
Jackson's accomplices wera not
caught—they have Ondowbbedly
fled the country by now—and
having assived themselves that
Jackeon wan't spill anything, the
Connmunist Party officials have
come ol proposing an investiga-
ton of the G, T. 1o establish thelr
innocence, Since a systematic in-
verligation of the assassination is
alveady golng on, and since an
egually systematic investigation is
heing carried out eonesrning the
May 24 attempt on Trotsky, for
which David Serrane, member of
the Folitleal Buro of the C, P
iz heing held for trial, it costs
the €, P. exactly nothing lo make

thiz public propoeal for an in-
‘vesligation.
Simultaneously, however, the

C. P. has issued m special edition
af L.a Var de Merico with another
line of defense. It oconslsts of
one lomg splurge abouwt Almazan,
tha kev to which is this sentenca;
“The Commuonizt Party ardently
calls on all the people to concen-
trate all s farees in the decisive
fight mgainst the seditious and
reactionary plana of Almazan.”
And forget about the assassina-
tion of Trotsky, naturally. While
yvesterday these scoindrels claim-
of that the anti-Communiast pro-
paganda was being used ag o ved
herring to divert attention away
from  Almazan, teday they are
themselvies  BsinE Almazan as a
red herring to divert atiention
from their own erime,

A elvEl war in Mexbco today
wonild be A godsend to the Stal-
nisis?
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rotsky’s Assassin “‘Doesn’t Remem

s
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By WALTER ROURKE
MEXICO CITY, Sept. 14-The
Mexican public has been wilhiess
ta the enrious spectacle of a GPD
agent wiiting to the press in o
der to defend hig erime and revile
his wietim. David Alfaro Siguei-
rog, admitted leader in the May
Zdtir mesault on the Trotsky house
and fagitive from  justice, has
wrilten four létters and articles
fromy his hiding place.

He ropeats the usaal Stalinisl
slarders against Trotsky, critle-
izew the Cardenas Governmenl for
“pergecuting” the goilty, and in-
sigls thal the Coemmunisi Party
had nothing (o do with the crime.
He says that the only reasom
thalt he is In hiding iz bis fear
of heing caught In Jall 0 Almazean
revolis and thereby he would be
provented from parlicipating in
the strueggle against the reactlon.

The Communist Pariy of Mesx.
fee, of ecourse, disownz Sigueivos
But he I8 a2 produei of Sialinist
“tratping” a4 member who was
“expiolled” heeanss he had bigmer
thinge to do; he was o Bepve
in Stalin's secret police, *

The writings of Siqueiros may
b accepled as the volce of the
GPU;  either Blgueires himsel?
has written these aviicles and lot-
terz on the instreetions of soper-
lorg—aor other agents are writing

In either cage the signatare real-
Iy weads "“GPL"™,
decuments present with surpris
ing frankness the real Stalinist
poli¢y as Known by that highest
organ  of Stalinfem—its seeret
murder soclety, the GPU.

STALIN'S COMPLAINT
AGAINET CARDENAS

I'n an article sntitled “The Real
Politieal Tdentity of the Cardenns
Government”  pablished in n
weekly, HOY, Slgueiros discuostes
the reasons for Cardenas’ “perse
cutfon'” of fthe pesailants. Carde
nas, he says, is the * . . . loval,
merhanienl execoior of the vislent
représsions and condemnation by
that {(bourgesls-democratiel Stabe
againet the iranegressors of its
Law, without stopping to consider
the politien] proposlilons and the

dure.  Without conaldering alzn
the political posftion of these per
gons”  And why did Cordenas
act so0 arbitrarily? In order ito

them and forging Siqueires’ name,

These slgned |

 gonds nepded By U

Siqueiros, Leader of May 24 Attempt
On Tlv'tzrthk_y?f Defends His Foul Deed

ever, we can be sure that ihe
G had several allernative stio-
ries, Jusi ns i load several altern-
atlve plans to carry out the mnar-
der,  Slqueiras  veveals  one  of
thoze storbes which, although it
never came into actual uese, has
Lthe unmistakable earmarks of a
GPU lie,

Im the avent of ¢lvil strife or
trouble, the GPL planned o pl-
tack Trotaky's howse in the robe
af enraged oitizens instead of
policemen: . . . complacencles
and lack of Yegal energy on the
part of the State Gelore its renc
fonary and imperialistic opposi-
tion imevitably carries with it the
‘illegal’ sporadic force of the hase
of the people . . . " It ia, of course,
vidiealous for Siguelres Lo pretend
that an attack of twenty-five
gangeters, showing an Intimate
knowledge of the interior of the
house, with five coars, several
machine guns, uniforme of ihe
polies and Wrmy, with the ald of
watnern: spies -who - operated for
maenthe before Lhe attack wag @
“sporadic” act of tge "hase of the
people.”  What iqueiroa e
seribes to us Ig an unoeed alibd
of the EStalinistz, Following the

intenge campaigh in L4 VO0#E DE |'der assignment but he also de-

VEL POPUTATR and FITTRO {ll!‘l-
officinl organs) calling Trofaky
an enemy of *Mexico in 57 differ-
ant wvarbeties, am atlmck on Lhe
Trotaky louse eould have been
named a “sporadic” aecl of the
“basge of the people.” Since no
difflculcies arvose over . ithe olee-
tions by the time of the flrst GPU
wtiack, this excuse was dropped.

The remainder of Slqueiros’ ar
ticles §a siwply a repetition of
the Communist Pariy fine from
which he diverges only 1o justify
the murder. Thua in a certain
sense he I8 more honest thanm of-
fieial palicy, In words as in ac
tton, Biguelros carries Wis policy
one more &fep to its logical éon-
elusion. He mnot only accepted
the lles of Sralin. that Troisky
was the greatesi renegade tn his-
tory, a friend of Almazan, a coun.
ter-revolutionist ete., but also e
cepled the order of Stalin—io |
murder hiz mozt uncompramising |
enemy. “Withool anti-=Stalimiam,”
gaye Slgueiros, “Trotsky would
have died from honger™; tLhis
should read "“Due fto Stalinism,
Troteky #d die from a pichaxe"”

Mot only did he aceepl Lhe mur- |

write sueh sell*incriminating let-
ters? Possibly the GPU hopes to
distract atrentlon from Sorrang--
a member of ile Political Commii-
tee who has boent detpined by
the police sinee June for the Moy
altmel, 1f Sigueires iz ont of the
country, thie eourse wonld pressnt
litlie danger for him,

Or g the GPU planning to kill
Stqueires? IC so, they may hope
to blame [riends of Trotsky as
the morderera:; thusg they  eoukl
have him write his slawdermis
and self-ineriminating  letlers
against Trotsky in order La prowv-
fde & "malive’ O do they think
ihat such letters will convines the
waorld that ithere 15 no conneation
hetwesn Sigueires and the Com-
munist Pariy? In any case they
will fmil. A mere. distraction is
of little wvalue.
killed, everyvone will know that
it waz not the revengeful hand of
Trofskyizts, bat the silencing hand
of the GPII that did the job, And
ng ond will permit the Comman-
igt Pavty 1o free itsell of respon-
sihility by anpnouncing Lthat =i

are those of a GPU agent and
his acts the falfillment of an o

NEXICO (official C.P. organ) and

fendas his crime. Why doeg he

der from Stalin.

SIDNEY HILLMAN

Today He Is the Chief Lieutenant
. Of the Bosses in Labor’s Ranks

Aa the war erigis despens, Bigl
Buginegs no longer cares 10 @xer
cige its rule through thelr pappet
politicians, Politicians are greedy
and wndependdble. Big Business
moves direetly to the controel woom
of the governmont...

The contral reom in the defenas
program 8 the Mational Defense
Adwisory Commission. This growp
ds in charge of organizing the
production  and  pPyrchasing the

:;.
What * ¢an be mobe pleasantly
profitable and patrlotic than leav.
ing a 3100,000--yeare job in in-
dusiry to berome @ dollar-a-year
man on the Commission or one

demongirafe that * . . . his Gowv-
ernment . . . was not a Bolshevik
Government, the insolent Sockal
ist Government that the noisy
campaign of the extreme right
af the North American press talks
about . . . " Shouetvor’ eriterion
of a progressive government s
the degree of freedom the GPU
iz allpwed- the degree td which
Being s agent of Stalin excensos
arimes against the working class.
The GPUs somception of & "“Bol-
shevik™ Gov't Is one on the Rus-
alan pattor where frame-up and
Iegalized murder is developsd to
o hiigh technigue. Cardenas should
tako into consideration  that
“o, . . the suppoased vesponsible
pergong For the agaanlt were nof
professional delinguents, but rath-
er recagnized Aghters of the Revo-
Intion, who had fought in Mexieo
and abroad . . . " for the same
principles as those supported by
Cardenae. (We might ask ke
“recognizes” as fightera for the
revalulion suel agents as the Ares
nal brothers, Serranoe, Carlog Con-
traras, Sigueiros and the murd-
crer himself—Jackson.)

The GPU insiats through Si-
quediras that a “"progressive’™ gov-
ernment should give its membars
the same rights they have in Huk-
ain—to murder opponente  with
impunity in the name of the “Rey-
olulion.” Such is the service of
the Stalinists to the canse of
Bolshevism., A  more frightful
slander of the significance of
Bolshevism could not be deviged
by the most reactionary members
of The capitalist elass,

IE will be wemembered that
after ithe May 24th atipck, the
GPU, following 1ts usual prastics,
attempied o Frame the ¥ietim and
make him appear as the culprit;
it treied to turn accuser inlo ae-
eused, The official and unofficial
Stalinist press developed the the-
ary of “selfassanit,” 1. é- that
Trotsky had shot wp hiz own
house, This theory was no douht
8 suhstitute for the orlginal in-

‘ing; SK.F. Industries (mining):

of its staffe—and making mil-
lions by ordeving goods from one’s
own firm or utilizging the stock
market - moves prepared in the
Commission?

The Matisnnl Defepse Commis
sion is Rig Business personifed,
at the control room In Wazhing.
don, BUOSENESS WEEK for Au-
gt 10 lists the persennel of the
Commission and of Its sialfs,
administrations and. divisions.
Among theé eorporallons repres-
anted ared Genceral Motors: U, S0
Steel: Burlingion & Quiney: Alr
Fedudtion; J. G. White Engineer-

Eastman Kodak: Maleolm Belly
& Co, (tim): Chae, Hardy & Co.
fantimony’}; Mica Ipsalalor; Un-
fon Carhide & Carbon: Bothleham
Steel: General Foode: J. T Stev-
ans  (lextiles): Wellington Sears
feotton) ; du Pont; Scott Paper:
Mellon Tmetitute (ehemical and
coal  preductsl:  TUniom  Pacifie;
M. ¥. Central; Idbbey-Owens-
Ford: United Afrerafi; Curilss-
Wright; " Eihyl Gasoline: Sinde-
hakar: MeGraw-Hill; Motch &
Merrypweather Machinery: Gidd-
inge & Lawis Machine Tool: Amer
ica Telephone & Telegraph: Gen-
eral Electrie; Unfon Carge Line
(harges): Columbia Broadeasting;
R. H. Macy, ete.

Among the trade assotlatlons
represented are: Rubber Manufac-
turers; Tron & Steel Instiiuie:
‘Edigon Electric Tnstitute; Wool
Manufacturerd: Tanners Council;
Asgociation of American  Rafl-
roads: Lake Carriers; National
Association of Mofor Bus Oper
atorg; Amerlcan Trocking: Na-
tional Petrolenm; Federal Hesoveo
Hoard: Millerg Natlomal Pedera-
tion: Russell Sage Foundatlon,
ete,

HILLMAN HELPE TO
MASK ALL THIS

In ordinary times the people
would be alarmed at the progpect
of the hanks, the slock exchange

tention Lo frame the guarvds in
ihe event that the attack had soe-
cecdod in killing Troteky. How-

*Mike Gold, apparvenily ignor-
anl of the fact that his Mexican
comrades had conceded Sigueiros’
responsibility for the attempt on
Trotsky and had disowned Siguei-
roz, wrote in the Dofly Werker a
defeise of Siqueires” innoconco
and said: “Sigoeiros, d  ondgre-
siand, was not a member of the
Communtst Farty, but he accepted
its  leadership, the outstanding
Mexican intellectual to do 8o
{Daily Worker, Bept. %, 180},
Mow the Stalinizsts will have to
digow Mike Goldl

and the emplovers’ associations

stall themeselves in the scats of
power, The coneept of national
defense helps mask the move, The
fact that President Hoosevelt, still
papular, invites Big Business to
take its place at the fesiive board,
helps. The fact that one member
of organized labor was induced
to join the soven-man board.
helpe,

Sidney Hillman was designated
for a post on the National De
fenigm Advisory Commission be-
cange he 8 labor’s ountstanding
statesman; that is, he ean zell out
L‘ME fallowers smoosther and slicker

and Wil legd doddcience Mg alk-l

:

4 1
Wdlile 1

s fae -

desgending on Washington to in-i

most any. other figare in Lhe la.
bor movement. [Ellman's Social-
Democratie trajning accentuales
these gualitics.

The industrializis who serve on
the Commission are there for one
purpess: To Get.  They mean 1o
get orders for themsalves and the
corporaiions they represent, and
to. get concessions from Congress.

Sidney Hillman and his fellow
labor statdéamen are on ihe Com-
Give. Thair sole task iz to in-
duee orgahized labor to bow b
the wartime needs of BHig Busi
ness, o give up one condition
afier anether, onkg weapon after
anciher, and above all, not to re-
sigt, The marment woarkers have
raised Hillman as high above
their heads as Th!'!}' cam  reach,
Tt is Hillman's tazk to beiray

them and the whole working class.

He must indoes the workers to ac-
copl the speed-up; to give up theiv
hest weapon, the sirike; 1o glve
thelr some 1o the army;: to glve
thely layally to the employers and
the movernment that rob them
and organize their misery and
death.

Hillman has made a earesr of
this soart of job. For thirty years
he has been an expert ¢lass-cols
laborationist,. He can have ne
ilsions abont hkis funciions on
the National TMefense Commiasion.
His own paper, THE ADVANCE,
published by the Amalgamated
Clothing Warkers, reprinta Lud-
well Denny®s  article fiom  the
WORLD-TELEGRAM:

“Hillman is supposed to keep
labor in step with the defense
production speed-up—and or-
ganized labor doez not like
speed-up and strefch-outs, He
is supposed to prevent stop-
pages and strikes—and unions
rely on strikes as their legiti-
mate and best weapon, .. He is
supposed to develop wholesale
apprentice training in war in-
dustries—while unions restriet |
their rigid apprentice systems
to control labor sopply and
wage rales, and oppose Foverns
mental interference. ..

“Hiz chief assél §s the confi-
denee he inspires, He iz trusted
almost ag widely in huziness as

L of, Lhg, AFL Machinists Union

American merchant ships. A
truce had been declared in San
Francisco,”

There were no bappy sighs
from the coaks and sltewards, who
had to go to work with Lheir de
mands unmaet,

WHAT HILLMAN DID
TO THE BOEING STRIKE

A typical Hillmen job i%  the
threatened sirike of B000 mem-

at the Poolng Aireraft Company. |
1 ever a strike was justified, it
was Lhis =irike, voled by 97% of
the unionists involved, in a situa-
tion whera the company Wag prop.
azing to slash the hourly woages
for hiring-in from 62%e. fto 55e
The Muehinizts wersa demanding
A wage etale more nearly ©om-
parable with the seale paid for
similar work inm other industrics.

This sltuation was impeoriant
not only ta the Boeing workers
hat to all workers in war Indus-
iries,

If Sigueiros is|

queiros was' “expelled.” His words |

Az Laomdguist, - leader of the
Aeronantical Mechanics Union La-
cal 731, eald in his press releases:

“The union reeognizes {hat
the swecessful conclusion of its
negotiations with the employ-
ers will act as am opening
wedrpe in g nalion-wide cam-
paign by workers in war indus-
Lries to pain for themselves a
fair share of the enormous
armament expenditures, The cs-
taklishment of wage siandards
and working conditions as de-
manded by the union will serve
az a model for the rest of ithe
industry, and as a vivid ex-
ample Lo workerzs everywhere.
On the osther hand. Failove to
gain these hasie principles will
be & set-back mot only to air-
craft workers, but will possibly
encoprage employer-interests to
attempt to lower still more the
living standards of all work-
ers. P
Hillman and Knudsen, working

togelfier with ithe presideni of
the International Association of
Machinisds, firet put through 2
ten-day trace, and then maneygver
ed the union back to work with
ita unmet demandsa te he Lthrown
into arhitration. Instead of the

in  lahor eircles, . His chief
weakness ix that his lovally to.
the President iz a blank check
=il il iz Hoosevelt, it's right!”

Tndeed Hillman iz underslood
and trusled by bhoginess, The
July fssue of THE ADVANCE
publishes editorial excerpts from
fifteen large dally papers laund-
ing Hillman the labor siatesman?

The August issue of the same
paper holdly  describea a  phase
of Hillman's activity:

“Ai 4 o'clock the morning of
July 4. Sidney Hillman put
down his telephone, relieved
himzelf with a happy sigh,
turned owt the lights and went
o bed. His infervention. by
long distance, had heen success-
ful, There would he ne strike
of CIO cooks and stewards on

Join the Socialist
Workers Party

Roeing sirngele providing an In-
spiration. and a rallylng point for

get-hack for all workers.

his comrades in the United States,
Leon Trorsky warned that 1ife in
this paried will revalve around
the war, that the war will develop
centralizatlon and military dicta-
torship: that during the war, the
honrgacisie cannat allow  the
wirkers any new concesaions, fand
must rescind old  concesslons:
that unless there is an awakenlhg
of the splrit of eriticiem and in-
dependanca of the war machine,
the unions will he redpeed (o sort
aof philanthrople institutions: and
that if Lhe workers don't place
themaslves and thelr unfons on &
military hasia, the unfons will
be doomed.

Hillmans road is the road of
disiniegration and death for the

worlevs in defense industry, Lhe ;
outeome of that fizht has been @l

Tn one of hiz last mezsages to '

The Chinese
Get a Lesson
In Democracy

By GEORGE STERN

Thirty-six Chinese seamen last Saturday coms
pleted am elementary comse in Anglo-American
domacracy at Pier 97, North River.

These men signed on the British freighter
Bilverlareh o yvear and a half ago for {wo yvears'
service in FPar Eastern waters, They were period-
ically in home ports and could renew among their’
own people the self-respect and integrity so bru-
tally trampled on by their British masters.

When the war came, however, the vessel was
transferred to the {rans-Atlantic run. The
Chinese erew had to go along willy-nilly. They
ran the submarine gauntlet in convoys running
between American and British ports. To their
miserable quarters and paliry pay the British
masters added ithe risks of war and virtual im-
prizonment aboard ship,

For in Britain and- Canada wartime laws
hemmed them in and in United States ports no
Chinese may land—on pain of a 3L000 fine for
any shipmaster that letz him set foot ashove

The United States, great and good friend of
dear, hervic China. is like the anti-Semite whose
bost friends are Jews, Morally and physically
eyphilitic refugee millionaires from Europe are
weleome with their sacks of money and gems.
Bul no Chinese—excepling an oceazional ﬂtﬁdq}nt,
business man, or diplomat, may defile these
shores, .

The Chinese seamen on the Silverlarch, how-
ever, had no more stomach for breasting the
perils of Britain’s war. Chinese seamen, better
than most workers: of the Pacifie, know that
Britain's battle iz no battle of theirz! They were
in the firzt and front ranks of China's own battle
againat Britain not so0 many vears ago. And therg
in battling enough to do al home in China's own
cause,

So they started off in a body from the Silver-’
lareh o try to see the Chinese consul, to state
their grievances, and somehow to get back homeg.

At the foot of the gangplank they met Ame-
rican democraey. To them it materialized in the
form of two gun muzzles, pointed in their diree-
tion. As _they tried to make their peaceful and.
reasomable intent plain, screaming sirens an--
nounced rveinforcoements for the gun muzzles.
Three radie cars and eighteen cops. By this small
army they were backed up the gangplank.

THE SINS OF THESE CHINESE

Britich officers told police a sneering story.
The Chinese zeamen were “upset” when anti-

niveraft guns wire pot aboard and tested at Sing- .

apore. They saw several ships torpedoed. “That
was ghout all the Chinese nerves could stand ...
The British officidl press is all aglow about ity
own “nerves” under the Nazi air attack. But
Chinese nerves have been braced against Japan's
equally brutal assault for more than three years
and were braced befora that for a hundred yesrs
against the repeated shoek of British steel against
Chinese flagh,

But the Chinese aboard were not only sinning'
in trying to keep out of the wav of Cerman
bombs meant for British ships. They were also,
it seems, getting a little tired of the arrogance
of the white man’s burden-bearers. Here's how
it is told by the Herald Tribune:

“The Chinese were a bit more cheeky than’
they have been hefore, (a) man from the-
ship =aid. One Chineze who waitz on tahle
for the ship's apprentices, young men sery-
ing a four-year stretch preparatory to be«
coming afficers, told one apprentice he did
not want te be ealled ‘Boy' anymore but
wished to be addressed as ‘Mr. Kong.,' '

“One of the apprentices said later they
felt there was no use in knocking the Chinese
down when he made the remark, but decided
inatead to report the incident to the steward
and have his pay docked for insubordination.”

BRITAIN'S REAL FACE SHOW'S

Out of this little story stares the face of Rrit-
ish imperial rule over its Oriental slaves. In China
inflated Britizsh elerks ¢an employ Chinese ser-
vants for decades and never know them by any
other nama than ‘Boy’, Hewers of wood and bear-
ers of water are not persons entitled to names.
And lo, should one of thém demand of his masters
to ‘be called by his name instead of a tag, it-is
time to show the famous British self-control
Don't knock him down—just have his pay
docked. . for insubordination! In the old days on
the China coast the mess boy Kong would pro-
bably have had hiz head amashed for hiz imper-
tinence. But right now the British are fighting
for democracy, So Kong is merely kept an une
willing prizoner and gets his pay docked.

Through this single tiny incident runs all the

perialist rule and inter-imperialist conflict, bour-
geois morals, and bourgeois lies and prejudices.

Britain fighting for ita “democratic” empire
lashes itz eodonial slaves in its galleyz, “Domo-
eratic” America—its press and politicians hleat-.
ing about “tolerance”—showed on Pler 97 the
real face of its racial hatreds and prejudices,
exalted in the laws of the land and represented
by its guns. : '

The thirty-six Chinese seamen on the Silver-
larch are learning about “democracy™. It iz good
to remember that the staunchest fighters of the
Chinese revolution came from the ranks of ;thn
thousands of Chinese workers taken to Pranew,
during the last war to do “eoolie work™ behind

upione.  Only the road of strog-
gle and indepsndence can  sawe |
labor now,
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| the lines. They, too, learned about “democracy”

thredds that make up the ugly pattern of im--
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