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The

Negro Question
by Robert L. Birchman

Conditions of Florida Negro Drivers

The Negro taxi drivers of Jacksonvilie, Florida,
have formed a Transport Workers Unlon. The
175 drivers work for the Lincoln and New Deal
eompanies, the only ones that provide taxi ser-
¥ice for Megroes.

The union has made a survey of the lving and
working conditions of the men. The survey shows
that the men work 12 hours daily, seven days a
week with no time off for Bolidays. Thelr average
wage i 510 o week or approximately 12 cents for
each hour they work,

The MNegro taxi driver pays a daily rental of
#4830 for the use of a cab, and he must buy his
gasoling from the company at a price of 19
cents a gallon, In econtrast to this the white
drivera rent their cabs for £3.35 a day and pay 18
cents for gasoline. Drivers of both racea wse
taxis of the same type, offer the same servics and
charge the same for their services, 10 cents per
passenger,

The union reports thal two-thirds of Itz mem=
bers are married men with an average family of
five. The average rent paid for an apartment is
53 o week. Because of the heavy demands on
iheir small salaries, the men have little to spend
on proper food for their children, medical care,
clothing and recreation.

If & driver fails to report for work on account
of illness or some other reason, he must pay the
company $3.00 for each day he misscs.

The wnion alms to transform these conditions,

This 18 one more incident of the growth of
unionigm among the Negro workers in the South,
But in order to really suceeed, this union—npw
independent—must seek afiliation with the or-
panized drivers on a national seale and bring
about solidarity between the Negro amd white
drivers in order to solve the common problemsa
that fage both, Only on the basis of such umity
apd with the support of organized labor nation-
ally can they hope Lo successfully secure better
wages and working conditions,

A Negro Paper on Africa

WThe July & Chicagoe Defeénder in an editaria!
“Africa Changes Hands" states in part:

"Yes, Africa is Lhe spoil of the imperialist rob-
bers, whether they be French, German, Italien or
English, Now it goea to Ttaly, After the last war
the loot went to France and England.

“Are Lhere black men who cannot yet see that
& free Africa will come only with the defeat of
all the imperialists? Is this not now clear ?

“The Negro people the world over ¢an only hope
for the defeat of both imperialist groups. There
1% no choice between them. Both are bad™

Republicans and the Negro

TTUTHE PLANK in the Republican pratform on the
Negro 8 but a mere jumble of words promising
much but not telling in the least how the Negro
Prople can secure “a square deal in the economic
apd political life of the nation.”

The Plttsburgh Courler (July 6) comments on
the plank:

“It is axiomatic that political parcty pﬁurnrmg
nree traditionally honored in the bresch and that
after election day they are promptly forgotten in
the general scrambles for political spoils. . . .

“It iz stated that discrimination in government
departments ‘must cease,’ but not that it "“SHALL
cense,” which is something quite different: the
former being o statement of conviction; the lat-
ter a statement of intention,

“The statement on universal sulfrage is, ns it
stands, a mere platitude which even Negrophobes
olght aceept in principle"

Roy Wilking in his column “Watchtower” in
the Amsterdam News (July 61, commenta:

"Doea the platform promise that the Repub-
lican party will do anything to improve the lot
of the Negro? What does the vague phrase ‘eco-
nomic and political life' mean? Are the Repub-
licans, who buve controlled vast enterprises, now
pledging their parly to see that the Megpro gets
employment and opportunity Lo rise without re-
Btriction as Lo color? Of course they are not. The
Bigy Business men of this country, many thou-
sands of whom are to bé found in the Republican
party, have kept the doors of employment tightly
ghut in the faces of Negro workers, |

"Buffrage? Wasn't it a Rnpuhlican Prasident
who spoke at Elizabethton, Tenn., and told the
South that thers was “an incscapable differenos
bétween the races,' and by this statement aaid in
effact that the GOP would let the South handle
the Megro as it saw ft?

The Republican platform has in every clection
year from 18920 on had a plank in its platform,
either urging or recommending the passage of an
anti-lyoch bill but at no time have they fought for
the adoption of such legislation.

Wilking continues: “Except for the Negro dyed-
in-the-wool HRepublicans or those on the party
payroll, Willkic and the GOP are going to have a
hard time comvincing the brother,

“But the Demoerats who meet in Chicago in
a few days have not got the brother hogtied
either, . . the balance sheet will show that the
Mew Deal, while improving the MNegroes lot in

. many respects has not dobe as well as i eould.

“It would seem that a high school boy could
write a better platform than that of the Repub-
Yeans, but the Democrats may fool us and write
& worse one, especially the plank on the Negro.”

The record of both the Republican aod Dwmao-
eratic parties, is ope of mere lip service as far
a8 the interesta of the Megro people and the
workers of the country are concerned. It could
be nothing else, since they are the political rep-
regentatives of capitalism—America’s Sixty Fa-
milies,

The only way for the Negro peaple to end
jim-crowism, lynching, job-discrimination, ete., i3
to join hands with the working class in bullding
their own party—a party that will have as its
aim the abolition of the capitalist syatem, which
ig the causa of all the economic, soeclal and politie-
al problems of the Negro people. Only such a

. party will securs full economic, political and

pocial equality for the Negro.
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During the unr::ﬂﬂmg of the
complete atory of the French ca-
pitulation, the New Lender, organ
of Lhe Social Democratic Federa-
tion, has provided us ecach week
with an astonishing example of
sheer desperation in politics. How
explein the surrender? How ex-
plain it, that ia to say, in terms
of the mythology, 1o which the
New Lepder subscribes, that the
Second Imperialist ‘World War ia
an idecloglcal war between dem-
ocracy and fascism?

the MNew Leader, before the main
circumstances of the surrender

became Hnown and at A time
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What Really Happened In France?

THE “NEW LEADER™ INVENTS SOME FACTS TO FIT ITS THEORY OF DEMOCRACY

The first explanation offered by A

when it could still plausibly speak
ol the French defeat as mainly a
malter of overwhelming technical
superiority of the Mazis, was that
it was the fault of the 40-hour
weeh and olher social conceasions
of the Popular Front govern-

ments, Incredible as it MAY Seem,

{ thiz "soclalist” paper devabed its)| .
leadingarticle (by Willy|:

Schlgmm, gradoate of Muenzen- | 54

berg's Stalinist school of COTTUpP-
tiom and hence an obvious choice

acratic paper) to such an inter-
pretation. Anythiog rather than

geols domoeracy!

That interpretation was too
much for even the traioed stom-
ach of New Leader columnist
Charles Yale Harrison (he has

belp batray a people Into the |
hands of fasciam,

and is therefore not as hardened).

cumstances of the French capitu-
lation. Schlamm's interpretation
was therefore dropped by the
Mew Leasder though without re-
pudiating it. Then came & Bew
interpretation, even more as-
tounding. Td realize how astound-
ing, ane muat first summarize the
facts which have now emerged,
asgesy their meaning—and then
rend the New Leadeor.

WEYGANIFS ARGUMENT FOR
SURRENDER WAS POLITICAL

Weygand, appointed by the
“libaral” Rpynaud government_ to
displace the “defeatisl” Gamelin,
had scarcely concluded reorganiz-
ing the army before he demand-
ed of the cabinet, June 15, an end
to the war, His argument was
primarily oot military but politic-
al, Le., the class-struggle polilics
af the Fronch bourgeocisie. The de-
feats had congendersd unrest
among the French masses, and
the developing situation was
likened by Weygand to the aitua-
iion in Russia fn 1817: military
defeats and unrest eventually cual-
minating in proletarian revolt.
“It must not come to that,” Wey-
gand said. How prevent itT Not,
naturally, by surrendering to a
revolt of the French workers, In-
stend surrender to Hitler, and
thereby (with Hitler's blessing)
gave the remaining Frepch armices
to "maintaln order and guict in
the country.”

Weygand's argument was one
which the cabinet uynderstood
very well. “Civil peace'—gpana-
tion of - etruggle between the
worliers and Lhe capitalists—is a
glogan very useful to the bour-
geoigie ip  arranging, through
trallors like Blum aad Jouhaux,
to chain the workers to the war
maching. But the bourgeoisic its
self never practices civil peace; it
uses ward as the oeccasion to in-
tenaify its atruggle against the
workers at home; in the nune of
"national defense™ the Freonch
bourgeoisie, firat through the
cabinet of Daladier, then through
that of Reynaud, had ocutlawed
the biggest of the workers' par-
Lies, dissolved hundreeds of trade
unioms, arrested thousamds of
workers' militants, wdped out ewv-
ery westige of trade union control
of hours and wages. And now
that further consequences of the
war itself might revive workiog
clasa activity, the bourgecisic
preferred to abandon the war, to
surrender to the forelgn invader
rather than to make any conces-
Hiofns to the workera at home.
“The main enciy 18 at home is
and always has been the slogan
of the bourgloisie toward the
workers,

WHY REYNAUD AGREED TO
GIVE WAY T FETAIN
Weygand's argument therefore
won a majority in the cabinet.
Mor did the minority, of Reynaud
aml his assoclates,. carry the ar-
gument any further., Had Rey-
naud thought the issue sufficient-
Iy important his course was clear-
Iy  indigated: to denounce  the
capitulators as trajtors to France,
to refuse to yield to them, to con-

for leader-writer of a Social Dem-

ot yet had the opportunity to| i

like Schlamm, |

to guestion the nature of bour-|

Harrison wrote a protesting col-| ...
umn, During that week moreover| -
carme the first details of the cir-| 7 -

"Wa F:argcl Yuu More Than \'ﬁ: Fﬁared Hltlﬂ

Fitcpatrick in the St Lowis Post-Dispatch
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| possible—It explains that ewent

' | pever have been published had he

== CTALINISTS IN
TROTSKY ATTACK

Oran naval battle—as short os

a8 belng the result “of a fasclst
cabinet putsch,”” The mythology
| of bourgeois democracy needs,
with each passing event, addi-
tional myths 1o sustain the verbal
structure, Apparently the New
Leader intemds to iovent what-
ever myths that will reguire,
Fortunately, the meaning of
the French evenls cannol bhe so
cagily distorted and perverted.
The widespread understanding of
these events is indiceated by Fitz-
patrick’s monumental cartoon in
the St. Louis FPost-Dispatch, de-
picting the French bourgeocisie as
fearing the Fremch masses more
than they did Hitler. That Fitz-
patrick, a great artist with much
social insight, but ideologically
little more than a democrat,
ghould see the French events so
clearly, is a beartening fact, tes-
titying that many who are not
Marxists have understood the
plaie import of what has happen-
ed. That the S5t Louis Post-Dis-
;mh:-h printed the cartoon iz a
bappy nccident! The active editor
iz o Daive Euurg.mls It would

been o Social Democrat?
F.AL
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ternps, and to ensure a majority|
in the Chamber b all
France agninst :!LIr J'ﬁil{t“lg{l‘f ol
rouse all France—that meant o
rouse the French proletariat, to
join with the workers against the
powerful and authoritative see-
tion of the bourgesisie for which
Weygand-Petain were speaking-
that meant to precipitate precige-
Iy that great apd decisive strug-
gle between bourgecisie and pro-
fetariat  which ‘Wevgand was
geeking to avoid by surrendering
to Hitler and getting Nazi bay-
onels Lo help hold down  Lhe
French workers. Faced therefore
with only two alternatives—either
join the capitulators, by quietly
resigning without convening the
Chamber and by acguleacing in
the formation of a government of
capitulation headed by Pelain.

CAPITULATION MEANT NOT
FEACE, BUT CHANGING
BSIDES!

Once the regroupment of the
bourgeoisic around the Petain-
Laval cabinet had been com-
pleted, the full mplications of the
capitulation becime clear, IL was
not to be the retirement of
France from the war: by no
meang, It was to be the switching
af France from the side of Bri-
tain to the side of Hitler.

How could those who had been
fighting this war, as the New!
Leader had assured ws, for the
sike of democracy against fas-
clam, now join Hitler? For that
iz what they did. If it had become
impossgible for the French demaoe-
racy to contioue the fight within
the borders of France, there was
nothing to prevent the French
domocracy from Keeping the navy
and the colonies in the war—If it
was fighting for demoecraey.

It eould have bheen easily ar-
ranged. If necessary the govern-
ment could have formally abided
by the armistice provisions, or-
dered the navy to return to
France and the colonies to cease
fighting, while privately arrang-
ing for the navy and the colonial
governments to join the British
in conbimuing the war, It could
easzily have been done—if the
French bourgecisie had been
fighting for democracy, a3 the
Mew Leader assures us.

But nothing of the sorlt hap-
pened. Instead we have witneased
a demonstration of the complete

The French *MNational Commit-
tee” in London cannpt claim tbe
adierefice of a Single represénti-
tive figure of the bourgecisic! Sel-
dom, indeed, has any class been
as wnited as is the Frepeh bour-
peoigle today in B8 new regroup-
ment arcund the Petain-Laval
povernment. Tlnited for fasciam
and for collaboration with Hitler.

ORAN A MIEROR OF
THE FRENCH EVENTS

That dramatic clash at Oran
deserves a  closgr glance, The
armed forces are always a refles-
tion of the class relations existing
in & country., The officer caste is
o carefully selected and trained
body, class-conscious to the core.
Admiral Gensoul was able Lo se-
curg the carrying out of the or-
ders of Potaln-Laval only because
these orders were recognized as
truly authoritative by the Heet's
officer body and because these or-
ders  corresponded  with  their
deepest  convictions cohcerning
the needs of French bourgeois pol-
iey. Otherwise they could oot pos-
sibly have agreed to enter o bat-
tle in which many of them died,
and which they could bave avold-
ed to the plawsdits of the British
and American bourgeoisic,

And the rank and file of the
flest, & thousand of whom died
in the battle? They certainly did
not share the outlook of the offi-
cer. caste. On the contrary, they
were ¢lther class-conscious work-
era oppoded to all the imperializts
in this war oF, if not, they werse
workers who had accepted the
democratic  mythology and did
oot want to turn the shipa.over to
Hitler-dominated French ports
Why could they not prevent the
officers from carrying out the
Petain-Laval orders?

Because for years the big work-
ers' parties had mis-educated them
into the impotence of this terrible
moment, From 1935 on the Stal-
inist party had preached “nation-
al wnity," ieg., obedience to the
officers: and when the party had
somersaulted after the war began,
its belated reversal was complete-
iy compromised by Btalin's pro-
Hitler orientation. The “social-
ists" of course preached obedience
to law and order, conseguently Lo
officers, for aye and forever. For
five years the two hig workers'
parties had thus joined hands (o
extirpate all thought of sailors

golidarity of the French bour-
geoisie. The colonial governments
to & man have obeyved the cabinet
&t Vichy, The navy obeyed, going
Lo the length of fighting a great
naval battle with the British at
Oran, Algeria, rather than accept

vene the Chamber of Deputies
and appeal to it for a majority

agalnst Weygand - Fetain - Chau-

b

the alternatives of joining the
British, being interned in British
ports or scuttling fLheir ships.

R e &

commitiees, of proletarian revolt.
The result came at Oran when,
in the face of all their beliefs, the
gailors pevertheless obeyed their
afficers. And this was in the navy,
whera—it i manned by trained
workers primarily—the specific
wieight of the proletariat is far
higher than in the army. All the

unlikely for the soldiers to revolt
at this moment either in the colo-
wids rot A Wik $iefe, indeed,
waa the final consequence of "na-
tional unity” for the sake of the
war for demopracy agnainst fas-
cism: worker-sailors and soldiers
obeying a fascist-oriented govern-
nmyent.

The capitulation of French dem-

CLASSICAL EXAMFPLE OF
TRANSITION TO FARCISM

All the facts are clear. Indeed,
geldom  has a greal historical
event been less complicated by
cross - currents and side - eddies.

aeracy will go down in history as
the classical example of the facil-
ity with which bourgeois demog-
racy tumms imto its “opposite”
fascism, when the bourgeoisie
finds it necessary. In this case is
ravealed the absurdity of the
phrase, “Afth column,” with all its
operatic implications of secret
conspiracy in the dark of the
mon. YWhat happened in France
was the reorientation and re-
groupment of the entire bour-
geoisle. It becomes A Seréaming
absurdity henceforth to talk of
any bourgeoisie going to war for
dermocracy.

All thizs is clear, enough, is it
not? Yes, to anyone who will pul
together the simple facts record-
ed in_ the press during the last
few weaks, And here we refurn 1o
the gentlemen of the New Leader
and their truly astopishing dem-
onatration of sheer desperation in
politics, The facts about France
destroy the mythology of the war
for democracy? Then they must
chapge the facts. That iz what
the New Leader has been doing
these last two wecks, Eeligve it

' campaign i it were feasible.
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(Continged from Page 1)

Serranoy whereas they would be
the focnld point of a defense

3. Bevival of the “self-azzmult™
theory, that Trotsky arranged
the attack.

Fantaatic as thls may Sseem
after the finding of Harte's body.
it was attempted westerday In
cotrt by Pavon Flores, attorpey
for Serranc and Martinez.

Tmtﬂir.:p En Court

Tt was ;m the course of an -
terrogation of Leon Trotsky by
1he Stalinists' defense aliorney.
(Mexican low provides for such
interrogations of witnesses prior
Lo actual trial)

The attorney had asked a series
of questions concerning the pos-
sibility of the assailants having
been hidden im the eellar of
Trotsky's house and then asked
whether Sheldon Harte had told
Trotsky, the day before the as-
gault, that an attack was to take
place that night.

When Trotaky saw the drift of
the guestions, he turned to the
judge and said: “After the ma-
terial aazault on me, they Are now
attempting a moral assault!” And
then, turniog on the attorney, he
gaid, in vibrant words which
stirred the audience:

#It seems yvou are trying to
revive the corpse of the theory
af self-assault; it would be bei-
ter to try to revive the corpse
of my friend, Robert Sheldon
Harta!™

On Serrano, Trotsky said:

sAmotnpg the accused Stalin-
ists, =aid Trotsky, “are men and
women who are mores or lass
honest, but demoralized "victims’
of the GPU-—3uch as the two wo-
men who were spies. There are
others, like Rosendo Gomez Lor-
enzo ar David Serrano, whose ak-
titude denotes them to be agents
of the GPLL. That is my convie-
tion: bBut I do not yet make the
accusation beeauyss I do not have
ithe conerete data: I merely ex-
press at this time my opinion.

or not, in the June 29 issue, un-
der the signature of Dick Rey-
nard, its foreign editor, you can
read that the Petain-Lawval gov-
ernment was established by a
fageist putsch—i.e., an armed ov-
erthrow of the democratic gov-
ernment—by men whom Reynaud
had vainly attempted to interm
(why he couldn't is not explain-
ed). And in the July & New Lead-
er, In a short comment on the
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more certain, therefore, was it

ﬁ

And that is that David Serrano
iz one of the most dangerous
agents of Lthe GPL, evan though
—a prominent member of the CP
of Mexico—he may not have
takenn a personal part in the as-
snult.

“The GPTT has its authorized
representatives within the par-
tieg. Wot even the members of the
cxeciitive committess know who
these representative’ are, even
though they may be able Lo guess
it from the exceptional power
that these men have, The GPU
alwaye retains inm these executive
commitiess one or two direct rep-
resentatives, Serrano is a resident
of the GPU in Mexico, within the
central committes of the party.
He did not take part in the gotual
execution of the attack, but in ita
preparation. I am convineed that
nefther the CP or its central com-
mittee officially teok part; for
that would be completely con-
trary to all the rules of the

Will Stalin Try
To Seize the
Dardanelles?

By ALBERT GOLBMAN -
Will Stalin tey to selze the Dardanelles T

The answer is: “I do not know but I think it
highly probable,"™

This question, which s discussed by everyone
and on every occasion, affords an opportunity to
repeat o comcise form the propositiona which
hest explain Stalin's foreign poliey beginning with
the Hitler-Stalin pact.
1. Btalin's maln object is to awvoid getting in-
valved in o major conflict.
His secondary objective is to take advantage
of the imperialist war to bring as much ter-
ritory as he poesibly can under his influence
in order to stréengthen his defensive poaition
and to increase the prestige, power and reve-

5

leading figure,

Every step that he has talkep since he entgred
into a pact with Hitler and the pact itself can be
best explained by taking the foregoing two basie
Propogsitions as a guide,

Does his war against Finland conflict with this
theory? Not at all. Whenshis demands on Fin-
land were refused by the Finnish government,
Stalin's prestige was at stake, Thinking that ihe
Red Army could settle with Finland in guick
order, he took a chance on military action. The
peace with Finland can be explained only by the
fact that to continue the war would Bave risked
being involved in a gonflict with the Allied pow-
erg, In additlon Hitler, anxious to make hia coup
in MNorway, was impatient at the slowpesa of
the Red Army which made possible Alligd inter-
vention, and probably exerted pressure on Stalin

"o make peace.

Against whom was Stalin, in the early stages

"of the war, preparing his defensive positions ?

Obviously against all possible enemies. He is not
a0 fodlish as to trust Hitler and he understood
that the Allles would not feel very kindly towards
him after he had double-erossed the

Stalin Fears New Stage of War

BEul a new factor entered into the sitoation
after Hitler made his apectacular drive wesk-
ward and guecesded in laying low the Nether-
lapds, Belgilm and France.

That was as unexpected for Stalin as it was for
everyhody else and far more uncomfortable. For
there Jopms before hipy a Hitler completely dom-
inating F.'Hl‘r.'rp-& and having a common frontier
wilh the Soviet Tiniomn.

slalin's caleulations when he sigped the pact
with Hitler were not fulfilled one hundred pers
cent. The pact saverd him from war but enabled
Hitler to gain complete hegemony over Europe,
Whereas Stalin expected either that Eogland and
France mvould not go to war over Poland or if
they did it w:-um he a prolonged and exhausting

T OWrAr. . 1

From now on fear of an attack by Hitler 'l.l.l'lll
be ancther basic factor added to the above-men-
tioned two that will dictate Stalin’s policies.
When be sent additiopal tropps foto Latvia, Es-
thonia, and Lithuania, he was not afraid of the
Allies. There was nothing to be afraid of as far
a8 they were concernéd. That move can he ex-
plained only as motivated by fear of Hitler,

It is true that from the very beginning of the
war Htalin had his eye on Bessarabia. Having
once belonged to the Soviet Tinlon and selzed by
Rumania it was most paturg] that it should be
taken back whenever there was an opportunity,
Ztalin's seizure of northern Bukovina, however,
clearly indicates a desire on hig part to strength-
en his defensive position against Hitler.

Stalinophobes Invent
Fantastic Theories

The theory advanced by some people who see
the class struggle only as a struggle against
Btalin, to the effect that the march of the Red
Army into Beossarabia was dictated by Hitler
because the latier wanks Stalin to guard the
Rumanian oil wells for him, has absolutely no
gense whatever. Against whom must the ail wella
be puarded by Stalin? Against France which has
already capitulated? Against England, after Ru-

" manla has switched to Hitler and after Turkey

has moved away from England ?

Why should Hitler ask Stalin to guard the eil
wells now when they need no guarding?

And should Stalin attempt to seize the Dardan-
elles, that seizure glso will be explaingd by the
two propositions first mentioned and the addis
tional one of fear of Hitler.

While the guestion whether Stalin's present
moves are made wilh the kaowledge and consent
of Hitler ia an interesting ome, it is absolutely
irrelgvant as far 43 explaining his motives in
making those moves. That would be relevant only
if Hitler today were in a position to stop Stalin
and failed to do so.

It is important here to emphasize the polnt
that we have stregsed singe Btalin began, sending
the Red Army outside of the Spviet Union. We
defend the Soviet Union not because we think
we have the correct explanation for Stalin’s moves
(although we do think s0), but because nation-
alized property still exists in the Soviet Union
and so long as it will exist we shall defend 1T
regardless of Stalin’s policles.

My YOU WANT TO HELF YOUR FELLOW-
WOHKERS UNDERSTAND THE WORLID
SITUATION TODAY? YES!

Buy a bundle of
“THE IMPERIALIST WAR
and the

Proletarian World Revolution’
and distribute it among them,
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