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WILLKIE IS AN OPEN

Harte Was Murdered During or
- After the GPU Attack on Trotsk)f{ i+

May 25th Set as Day
Youth.Was Killed

GPU Slander Against

.. Discouraged Search for His Body; Found In

Search for Arms and

Trotsky’s Secretary Had

Uniforms of Attackers

[ Epacinl fo the Jocialisl A jrpeal)

&

SHELDON HARTE -

+

MEXICO CITY, June Z28—Robert Sheldon Harte was

killed during the attack on Trotsky's house, May 24th, or |
shortly after, it may he concluded from the police medical
examination of the body, the results of which were made |

public today.
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Two bullets Aired mto s head from a 38 calibre revolver,

one of which had penetrated from hbehind the right ear!|

through the nlrpr;sir{* sicle of the head, had ended the '_3'5-}'1:;1.1'

old bov's life, The attempt of

I]ih’ r]'lilTll_lL'l"I."I',:i oy 1m EI.]'-Z L EIHL}U.“.- | ..
. s o= s g : s o | S
sible his identification, hy burying the bbdy covered with | [&

quicklime, was frustrated because the lime was of such poor

quality that it {ailed of its purpose. | 3
The medical report set tentatively May 25th as the day [
opn which young Harte wasy™

probably murdered — that is,
she day after the attack on the
Trotsky household. But com-
petent medical authority makes
er'a month of decomposition
cannot be placed with accuracy
with a day of its death, and

the more probable hypothesis

which hts in with the I-:nnwlil L

facts 1s that he was killed dur-

ing the attack on the house, or
blackjacked, cafried into one of
the four cars used by the assall-

hen buriéd where he was found.

How They Got In
Harie fell into the hands of his
{Continued on Fage 3)

Japan has pow formally an-
nounced its intention to convert
all of East Asla and the South
Seas into "a single sphere™ un-
der Japanose authority,

To this end Japan's army and
navy are already in motion,
Hanghkong, Britain's South
China fortress, Is to all Intents
and purposes a besieged clfy.
Ihuring the last weeli, Jupaness
troops have formed an iron cir-
ele around the city for the
openly-announesd  porposs  of
cutting it off frem the South
China hinterland, In panie, the
Eritish have begun evacualing
women and children from the
fsland metropelis. Farther
south, the dapanese have estab-
lished themselves on the China-
Indochina border as & prellmin-
ary to the cventunl ocewpation
of the French colony. Finally,
the Japanese awalt the crush-
ing of Britain to press through
ihe demands they have already
made to cut ithe route from
Burma to the vnoceupied por-
tlons of Ching,

That thease ateps are all pre-
liminary to assumplion of power
throughout East Asia, the Wesl-
ern Pacific and the South Scas
was made plain by Foreign Minis-
ier Hachiro Arila inca speech on
Juoe 2% in which he pictured the
organization of a group of satel-
lite states revolving arcund Jap-
an. Toeward BEritish and LS, re-
sistance to this plan the Japanese
now adopt a centemptuous tone,
The Hritish they expect shorily
to gpo down before the German
wir machine. The Americans,
they know, will thercupon be jn-
capable of making a single move
fn the Pacific to checkmate Jap-
anese aims. The 1.5 Fleat is back
in Hawaii bul it can't stay there
dor long, Its return to the Atlan-
tic i5 Aa frrrr';:;u:ilr conelusion.,

This s all buet wdoiited

in

=]_i’.elrlind the Lines |

Japan Takes First Steps Toward
Carving Out lts New Sphere

— by GEORGE STERN

Hull, the Secretary of Statle.
But it was painfuilly apparent
that Hull dared make no specl-
fic reply to the Arits speech.
He “did naot care to Say any-
thing on the subjeet”” accord-
ing to the July 2 New York
TIMES. The new (wo-ootan,
four billion dollar Aeet votbed
for by Congress will take yenrs
to boild. Totil then, Japan's
hands are all but free. And long
before then, much will have
happened.

This dots not mean that Japan
has a push-over. The welding of
ull Enst Asla into a gingle Japan-
ese empire requires not only the
elimination of rival imperialisis,
It requires also the subjugation
of the colonial peoples of Inde-
china, the East Indies, the Philip-
pines, Malaya, and of India. The
Japanecse army has already more
than half-choked tsell trying to
swallow China. Unable to conguer
by direct assault, it s now at-
tempting to foree a viclory by
succesgively culting off all
sources of arms supply for the
Chinese armies. That attemptl has
been greatly facilitated by the
Allied defeats in Evrope, buat will
still require considerable Japan-
ege efflort to succeed,

Then first they face the task
of “stabilizing” the peoples whao
for decades have beon fighting
Eritish, French, Dutch, and
.5, rule and who are not at
all likely to surrender supinely
to the new would-he master of
Asin, And even assuming the
big guns of the Japanese flect

GPU Tried to Cover
Murder With Slander

By LEON TROTSKY

The body of Bob Sheldon
Harte in a tragle manner
proves the falsity of all the
calumnics  and  denunclations
levelled against him. The piv=
lice authorities, who were obli-
gated not to refuse to take this
suspicion  seriously, have re-
vealed exceptional energy In
this matter alse. The GPU is

not a simple band of gangsters
It is ‘an international selec-
tion of trained agents with a
- long  hackground of crimes,
armed with unlimited technical
mnd  pconomic resources.  Aes
cording to the lowest calcula-
tions, the techoleal preparation
alone for the assault In Mexico,
leaving aside bribea and the

{(Contlnued on Page 3)
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{FOUR DRIVERS
CONFESS ROLES
IN SHOOTING

Total Number of GPU

Confessions Brought
Now to Eight

{Special o the Secialist Appeal)
MEXICO CITY, June 27—Four

more participants in the attempt-
ed absassinatlon of Leon Trotsky
thls week made confessions to the
police, making a total of elght of
the GPLU band who have admitted
thelr complicity. i

The new four are Leonarde Ti-
i pin Guerrero, head of & chaufeur
service and a Stalinist, who was
hired by David Alfaro Slgueiros,
one of the leaders of the aromed
band, to arrange for transport of
the band !'n four sautomobiles: and
three other chauffeurs pleked by
Guerriers, who are Ramon Gomez
[mt&n!ﬂﬂq Ernesto Buclo Gompez
and Jose Vazques Martinez,

' Today the four chaufférs rati-

[jhed in toto the previous declars-

ong they had made to tﬁ pilice
e ;'IM- ;r..| 2 _ﬂﬁ'

significant  correction. Guerreno
had in his first declaration stated
that Blgueiros had had & meeting
in a cafe with Robert Sheldon
Harte, Trotsky's accretary. That
frat declaration had besn made
before and was in line with the
Stalinist story that Harte had
been an accomplice of the attack-
ers—a story launched to discours
age search for Harte, Now Guer-
rers slaled he wasn't certain that
it was Harte who had met Sigue-
iros.

When first arrested, Guerrero
had attempted to deny that he
had participated in the armed at-
tack, but the pollce had him iden-
Lificd as a participant. Yesterday
he lamely explained that he had
denied his complicity at firat be-
cauae he did mot wani to dis-
credit the chauffeurs’ organiza-
tion of which he is the head,

Extremely Well Paid
Another of the chauffeurs, Cas-
taneda, yesterday added that he
had been paid 350 pesos for driv-
Ing one of the murder ears. From
& photograph he identified the
“Don Jose” who led the band as

(Continued on Page 3)
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Midwestern

Workers

His Vicious Anti-Labor Record Is His
Recommendation to the Bosses

{ Epenial do fhe Hoctalie!l Appeal)
ELWOOD, Indiana—This 18 a

very appropriate place for Wen.
dell Willkie to come to make his
formal  speech of acceptance.
Bince the Carnegle mills mowved
out, practically every steel work-
er in town s either on work re-
lef or on home relief. Yes, this
is a real Ametican town!

DETROIT, Michigan—Wendell
Willkle may have been s dark
horse elsewhere, but his name Is

FIGHT BACK AT
JINGOCAMPAIGN

Blast It As Company-
Inspired Drive To
Smash Unions

FLINT, Mich, June 20 — A
company-inspired jingo campdign
swapt the Flint plants this week,
as the campalgn to isolate and

Wtacies
torles went ahead with full

farce.

The boss-inspired campaign to
SELiE the auto unlon by separating
the average worker from the out-
standing militants, got under way
lust weelk when a llst of signers of
# Communist Party petition to
get on the ballot was published in
the local press. Upon the publica-
Lion of this lat, which included
the names of many committee-
men, stewards, and even axecu-
tive board members of local umn-
ions, company stools began to
WAE® 4 ¢campaign in the plants
te throw out everyone whosc
name was on the petition.

Literally dozens of unlon mili=
tants, in all union policies op-
posed to the Stalinists, had sign-
ed the C.P. petition as a demon-

none other than Sigueiros. The|One Stalinist, a member of Lhe

stration of thelr belief [n the dem-
ceratic right of any minority par-
ty to get on the ballot,

Stalinists Cownrdly

Communist Party members are
bowever demonstrating the most
craven eowardice in the face of
the reactionary persecution of
those who signed the petition.

FLINT MILITANTS

J the agreement, He signed it be-

not & rew one o the great body
of warkers in the heavily indus-
trialized Saginaw Valley of Mich-
igan. This CIO ares has seen four
bitter strikes in two years, thanks
to Wendell Willkle.

For BMr. Willkie's Common-
COMpanY owns as s major oper-
ating subsidiary the Consumers
Fower Co., which sprawls over
the Saginaw valley.

The first strike oceurred in
May, 1837. When the company
would mot sign, the power work-
ers atoged a sit-down strike and
faor more than elght hours therse
was no power in the Saginaw
Valley,

Governor Blamed Willkie

Responsibility for that astrike was
placed dircetly on the company by
Governor Murphy of Michigan.
"They agreed a week ago in my
office to do cerlain things, which
agreement has not been kept,”
srid Murphy.

Willkie himself  signed  the
agrecment seltling that strike, in
Washington on June 8, 1927, But
he had no intention of abiding by

cause those were the days of the
great forward movement of the
CIO. Shortly afterward, however,
came the defeats in “little steel™
and labor's upsurge ceased. Im-
Husdkiataly Willkiels company- pog-1
ceeded to violsgse the agreement.
Nor did a second sit-down atrike,
in April, 1838, end the company's
union-buating tactics.

Thosge union-amaghing tactics
were summarized in a decision
handed down by the National La-
bor Relations Board on Mowvem-
ber & 1838, which indicted the
campany for using sples in union
meetings, using foremien to issue
anti-unfon statements, demoting
the union chairman and transfoer-
ring active union men to Bferior
positions, and creating a company
union and sending out literatwre
from the company offices on be-
half of the company union—be-
ginning three days after the first

contract  with the IO  was
Buyg e |

wealth & Southern utility hﬂlding|

CHALLENGE TO LABOR

' Shortly

BIG BUSINESS

Know All About Willkie|OPENLY BACKS

GOP CANDIDATE

Foreign Policy Same
As Roosevelt’s;
Offers Big Stick

By ALBERT GOLDMAN

With Wendell Willkie, Iabor-
hating utilities cear, Big Business
and the Republican party offer an
opgn challenge to American La-
bvirr.

Rogsevelt has been used for
eight years to wheedls, to bame-
boozle, to decsive, to outfank and
cul off the muarching legions of
Amerlcan workers.

Now, unless Amerlean entry in-
to war makes retentlon of the
Roosevelt method advisable for n
time, the reform-weary bosses
and their
wre going to try to put in & man
whb won't “coddie”™ iabor and
whose sole interest as president
will he fo assure the profits of
L hasses,

For the working ¢lass, the nom=
ination of Willkie is not some-
thing that can possibly be regard-
el a5 something to support as
agpainst Foosovelt., Tt has to be
looked wpon as the maneuver of
an enemy. Don't forget that
Roogevelt and Willkie both are
part and parcel of the boss sys-
tenn.

For reasons that can best be

i r"-.T 1k g1

1 8" Appeited
platform committee of the
publican Party, creating the im-
pression  that  dispusted  with
Roosevell he was turning to the
Republican party as a possible
champion of labor.

It is safe to say that hot even
Lewia will resurrect his old Re-
publicanism and support the Re-
publican party, 1f he should be
insane enough to do so his fol-
lowers in the world of lnbar will
b few indeed. For if there is ane
thing recognized by the great
mass of organized workers it is
that the Republican party repre-
sents the mest reaclionary secs
tion of the capitalist class,

Convenlion Issues

Last Scplember the CIO called
its fourth strike against Willkie's
company, alter negotiations for a
contract renewal broke down.

A group of CIO auto workers,
helping their brothers in the wtil-
ity strike, were terribly beaten by
company Lthugs. Bome of them
spent weeks in the hospital as a
result.

Yes, Mr. Willkie i certainly an
appropriate candidate for o bosg

(Continued on Page 2)

party!

The two problems concesning
which there was a serious differ-
ence of opinion in the Republican
convention were the guestion of
the policy of the party to the
European war and of the person
Lo carry ils banner as presidential
candidate.

Reactionary intellectual figures
ke Walter Lippmann were serl-
oUsly disturbed at the attitude of
the majority of the delegates to-
ward the problem of foreign af-

{Continued on Page 3) -

Coolie Wages For Workers on Defense Jobs

The hopes of many workers that the “National Defense”
program will provide them with real jobs at union wages
received another Dlow last sunday, when Colonel F. C.
Harrington, WI'A Administrator. announced that by Fall
he would have at least one-third of the WPA workers
1'~'Ur-'r-;i|1£, Y |J!'1'1_it'1:l*_-: for the rearmament Progran.

Do vou realize what this means ? It means that there will
be two classes of workers employed on armament work.
Ome will be workers hired under civil service and under
government k‘gis]utin!l ;]ruvif]ing wiages _3]3[:rujxi1113ti|]g
prevaiting union wages, The second will be workers doing
the same work—Dbut getting the coolic wages dictated for
WA by the Roosevelt-Woodrum Act last yvear. and now
repeated i the new relief act signed last week by Roosevelt,

wnd the bombs of the air force
eatablish an early armed super-
ionrity, the problem of gconomic
organization and consolidation
only then beglns, The Japanese
have held the Yanglze Valley
and MNorth China now for near-
ly three years and have still
been unable o makes iL work

Washington. Officlally, Ameri-
can policy of resistance to Jap-
an Iln the diplomuatic domain is
“reaffirmed” by Cordell

Bl

profitably for them,

Japanese dreams of emplre are
certain to be broken by more
that one harsh awakening.

The government now has an incentive for continuing the
WAL Continping it as a device for getting its war ma-
chine built on starvation wages, Continuing it as a weapon
to drive down the wages paid to non-WPA workers enie
ploved on the war program.

To realize how outrageous this government move is one
must visualize what these WPA warkers will he doing. In
many cases they will be working on projects which are
handled directly by the War and Navy Departments, where

they will be suervised by the same personnel that handles
the regular employees of these departments, The WPA

visaged Mast year when the

Minneapolis WPA strikers
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workers will be working side by side, on the same jobs,
with men on the regular payrolls. They will be doing exact-
by the same work, but on two entirely different wage-scales,

“¥You think you ought to be paid more?” a swivel-chair
admiral will say to a union business agent representing
skilled workers who are being pushed to the limit of their
endurance in the name of patriotism. “Why you people
ought to be ashamed of yourselves. Look at those fellows
out there, working right next to you and getting only half
the salary you people are drawing down.”

That’s the situation the government is trying to create!

Nor is this scheme one that has just been hatched in
Washington. It has been long planned. 1t was already en-

Roosevelt-VWoodrum Act was

FIr:um up and passed, wiping out the previous provisions
i reliefl law which required that WPA pay the prevailing
(union) wage on its projects. It was the reason why the
Roosevelt administration went to such lengths in erushing
the WPA strike last summer and made an example of the

whom it railroaded to prison.

Some people wondered last vear why the: government
was so adamant against the prevailing wage clause for
WAL After all, it didn’t cost the zovernment any maore
meney per worker in most cases. If a man was going to
get only $00 a month on WPA, what difference did it
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make if that amount were
number of hours that $60
rates, or the 130 hours per
was insisting he work? Mos
ference, because they thoug

Now they will see the di

ment would have to pay for
patriotic trances, permit the
t'Fl;:E'Jl Hiion 1L1t':|11]_.u;'|'5l-1i|:|_

program as well as to any

All work on the defense
the usual regulations gove

the men now on WPA to pa
them as real workers, not as

Aad that takes in a lot of

paid to him for working the
amounted to at .union wage
month that the administration
t people couldn’t see much dif-
ht of WPA as “made work.”
flerence! The government will

get 130 hours of work on armories, military road,s army
and navy camps and barracks, etc., for an average of $52
e rcnth per :I'I'I..“-JI.'I--—1'|:'_;||'|g|!|I:|' ;-1E1|:|1L| hali what |_|;'|1_~ FOVETI-

that work at decent wage rates.

i the ATFL and CI1O top leadership, now '.'.,'.'-|"-|’_'|'.'|.'i|]g i

govermment to get away with

this, they ought to be tossed out on their ears by an out-

Equal pay for equal work! That's a good, fundamental
slogan of any decent union and should apply to the defense

jab,
program shall be done under
rning employment of eivilian

y H . - s A a
employees by government departments. By all means hire

rrfrfpalu in this work—hut hire
WPEPA slaves. :

L N wage rates and union conditions on ali FOVerms
ment jobs and all government orders!

territory these days!

middle-class satellites
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explained by a psychiatrist, John
g e . 2
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