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THE PROBLEM OF wonm‘s‘ugmnsuw

There remains the question of leadership. Will not the
revodution be betrayed this time too, masmuch as there are
two Internationals in the service of imperialism while the
genttine revolutionary elements constitute a tiny minority
]I'I rl1.|.'|f'_']' 'I.".'liilrﬂ[:'i: Rl1ilil Wi E'I_El:!.'.tl_"(l il.'l Prﬂl}.ﬂ_l’illg il'l til'I'IE‘ H |
party capable of leading the proletarian revolution? In
order to answer this question correctly it is necessary to
pose it correctly, Naturally, this or that uprising may end
and surely will end in defeat owing to the immaturity of
the revolutionary leadership. But it 15 not a question of a
single uprising. It is a question of an entire revolutionary
epoch,

The capitalist world has no way out, unless a prolonged
death agony 13 so considered. It is necessary to prepare for
long years, 1t not decades, of war, uprisings, brief inter-
lades of truce, new wars and new upFisimgs, A young revo-
lutionary party must base itsebf on this perspective, History
will provide it with enough opportunities and possibilities
to test itself, to accumulate experience and to mature. The
swifter the ranks of the vanguvard are fused the more the
epoch of bloxly convulsions will be shortened, the less
destruction will our planet suffer. But the great historical
problem wili not be solved in any case watil a revolutionary
party stands at the head of the proletariat. The question
of tempos and time-intervals is of enormous importance;
but it alters neither the gemeral historical perspective nor
the direction of our policy. The conclusion is a simple one:
it is necessary to carry on the work of educating and
orgamizing the proletarian vanguard with tenfold energy.
Precisely in this lies the task of the Fourth International.

The greatest error is committed by those who, in seeking
to justify pessimistic conclusions, refer simply to the sad
consequences of the last war. In the first place, the last
war gave birth to the October Revolution upon whose les-
sons the labor movement of the whole world lves. In the
second place, the conditions of the present war differ pro-
foundly from the conditions of 1914, The economic posi-
tion of the imperialist states, including the United States,
15 infinitely worse today, and the destructive power of war
is infinitely greater than was the case a quarter of a ¢entury
ago. There is therefore sufficient reason to expect this time
a much more rapid and much more decisive reaction on the
part of the workers and of the army.

The experience of the first war did not pass without
deeply affecting the masses. The Second International drew
its strength from the still almost untouched democratic and
pacifist illosions of the masses. The workers seriously hoped
that the war of 1914 would be the last war, The soldiers
allowed. themselves to be killed in order to spare. their
childsen, a.new, slanghter. Only, thanks. to. this hape coyld
men have withstood war for more than four years. Today
almost nothing remains of the democratic and pacifist ilbu-
sions. The peoples are suffering the present war without
any longer believing in it, without expeeting anything moye
from it than new chains. This applies also to the totalitarian

states. The older generation of the workers who boreg,on
their backs the burden of the first imperialist war and
who have not forgotten its lessons are still far from

eliminated from the arena. In the ears oi the next to the

oldest generation, which went to school during war time,

the false slogans of patriotism and pacifism are still ring-

ing. The inestimable pelitical experience of these strata

who are now crushed by the weight of the war machine

will reveal itself in full force when the war compels the

toiling masses to come out openly against their govern-

ments.

Our theses, War and the Fowrth International {!5‘34',1
state: ““The exposure of the utterly reactionary, decayi Lﬂ~‘='
and murderous nature of modern capitalism, the collapse 61
democracy, reformism and pacifism, the unpostponable and
burning need of the proletariat to find a way to salvation
frosm ineseapable ruin places the workd r.;:v;;rhntu:m ﬁiﬂﬁi
new force on the order of the day.” A

Today it is no longer a question, as was the case in.the
ninetcenth century, of simply assuring a more rapid and
more healthy development of cconomie life: today it is a
question of saving mankind from suicide. It is precisely
the acuteness of the historical problem that compiletely cuts
the grovnd from under the feet of the opportunist parties.
The party of the revolution, on the contrary, finds a well-
spring of inexhaustible power in the consciousness of the
fact that it carries out inexorable historical necessity.

Moreover, it is impermissible to put on the same plane
the present revolutionary vanguard with those isolated in-
ternationalists who raised their voices at the outbreak of
the last war. Oniy the Russian party of the Bolsheviks
represented a revolutionary force at that time. But even
the latter, in its overwhelming majority failed, except for a
small emigre group around Lenin, to shed its national
narrowness and to rise to the perspective of the world
revolution,

The Fourth International in numbers and especially in
preparation possesscs infinite advantages over its predeces-
sors at the beginning of the last war. The Fourth Inter-
national is the direct heir of Bolshevism in its flower, The
Fourth International has absorbed the tradition of the Octo-
ber Revolution and has transmuted into theory the experi-
ence of the richest historical period between the two im-
perialist wars. It has faith in itself and its future,

War, let us once again recall, speeds up enormously. the
political development. Those great tasks which only yes-
terday seemed long years, if not decades away, can loom
tip directly before us in the next two or three years, and
even sooner. Programs which are based on habitual peace-
time conditions will mewmhl;_.r&mmn shanphog 4 icdsaie:
Cfh the other hand, the Fourth International's ngram of
Transitional Demands which seemed so “unreal” to near-
sighted politicians, will reveal its full significance in the
process of the mobilization of the masses for the conquest
of state power, '

At the beginning of the new revolution, the opportunists

. will once again strive, just as they did a quarter of a
century ago, to imbue the workers with the idea that it-is
impossible to build socialism on ruins and devastation. As
if the proletariat is free to choose! It is necessary to buld
on those foundations which history provides. The Kussian
Revolution showed that workers' rule can raise even a
very backward country out of deepest poverty. All the
greater are the miracles open to the proletariat of the ad-

WHAT T0 DO NOW!

This Manifesto is adopted by the Emergency Conference
of.the Fourth International at a moment when, after over-
avhelming Holland and DBelgivm and crushing ‘the initial
resistance of the Allied troops, the German armies are
rolling like a tide of fire towards Paris and the Channel.
In. Berlin they are already hastening to celebrate wn:mr}r
In the camp of the Allies there is alarm, verging on panic,
Here we have neither the possibility nor the need to engage
in strategical speculations concerning the next stages of
the war. Hitler’s tremendous preponderance is in any case
now placing its seal upon the political physiognomy of the
whole world.

S

“But isn't the working class obliged in the present con-
‘ditions to aid the democracies in their struggle against
German fascism!" That is how the question. 15 put by
broad petty-bourgeois circles for whom the proletariat al-
ways remains only an auxiliary tool of this or that faction
of the bourgeoisie. We reject this policy with indignation.
Naturally there exists a difference between the political
regimes in bourgeois society just as there is a difference in
" the comfort between various cars in a railway train. But

when the whole train is plunging into an abyss the dis-
tinction between decaying democracy and murderous fas-
cism disappears in the face of the coltapse of the entire
;capitalist system.

By his victories and bestialities Hitler provokes naturally
the sharp hatred of workers the world over. But between
this legitimate hatred of workers and the helping of his
weaker but not less reactionary enemies is an unbridgeable
gulf, The victory of the imperialists of Great Britdin and
France would be not less frightiul for the vltimate fate
af mankind than that of Hitler and Mussolin, E{JLIngDi.R
democracy cannot be saved. By helping their bourgeoisic
against foreign fascism the workers would only accelerate
the wvictory of fascism in their own country. The ‘task
which is posed by history is not to support one part of
the imperialist system against another but to make an gnd
n[ thl: s}rthm as a whole. ' :
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Workers Must Learn Military Arts "

*The militarization of the masses is further intendified

daway with this militarization through empty pacinst pro-
tests, "All the great questions will be decided in the next

- the women and youth against the war} we carry om.

‘ nt ‘the front and in the fleet, :
'evEr'_'r’ day. We reject the grotesque pre ten%mn f dqmg - Tha is our-program. Proletarians of the wuﬂ'd ﬂﬁt’f

[

: o R
vanced countries, War d.t'stm:.s structures rmlnavﬁ, 'Ij:
tories, mines; but it cannot destroy technology,” sqmn
skills. After creafing its own state, correctly organifing'd
own ranks, drawing into the work qualified forces: hﬁ\
queathed by the bourgeois regime and organizing produgsg
tion according to a unibed plan, the proletaviat willoh
only restore within a few vears everything destroved®
war, but will also créate conditions for the greatest bl
soming of culture on the foundation of sohdarity.

=
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epoch arms in hand. The workers should not fear hi‘m{];::ﬁ
on the contrary they should learn to use them. Revolution-
ists mo more separate themselves from the people during
war than in peace. A Bolshevik strives to become-not mlfﬁ
the best trade unionist but glso the best soldier.
We do not wish to permit the bourgeoisie to drive un-,
trained or half-trained soldiers at the last hour onto the’
battleficld. We demand that the state immediately provide @
the workers and the unemploved with the ]'ll.'.r‘-'-blhlhi}’ of &
learning how to handle the rifle, the hand grenade, ﬂmq
machine gun, the cannon, the airplane, the submarine and
the other tools of war. Special military schools are neees-- m
sary in close connection with the trade unions so that the

workers can become skilled specialists of the military art, ;,
able to hold posts as commanders. ' t
This Is Not Our Wart’ £ "',.lfr

At the same time we do not forgét for a mnh‘:m t'l;lit
this. war is not our war. In confradistinction to the Eﬁmnd rq
and Third Internationals, the Fourth Internatignal buﬂnﬁ A
its policy not on the military fortunes of the capitali
states but on the transformation of the imperialist wat 23
into a war of the workers against the capitalists, on th&"ig
overthrow of the ruling, classes of all countries, an tﬁé‘
world socialist revolution. The shifts in the battle lined
the front, the destruction of national capitals, the mm?“'"ﬂ
tion of territories, the downfall of individual states repress
sent from this standpoint only tragu:'. episodes on ﬂlt-_&;ﬁgﬁi
to the reconstruction of modern society, ' :

Independently of the course of the war, we fulfilt. ﬂ“—"il
basic task: we explain to the workers the |rrec{}nc1lahﬂfbji
between. their interests and the interests of blﬂqddnra.t‘*‘
capitalism; we mobilize the toilers dgainst :rnp@:rm]lanu
propagate the unity of the workers in all warring: ,,;;1
neutral countries; we'call for the fraternization of wmh%’;
and soldiers within each country, and of soldiers with
saldiers on the opposite side of the battle front ; we mebikis

stant, persistent, tireless preparation of the rmjutqm
the factories, in the mills, ¥ the villages, in’ the barrach

noWgther way out except to unrte under the ha.nnf;’r
Fourth Internationat!

Fourth International Holds Conference

(Continued frome Page 1)

working class, when for the se¢-
ond time within a generation the
monstrous tanks of militarism
and a thousand new horrors of
war sweep over the battlefields,
crushing the bodies of millions of
workers in uniform and scatter-
ing millions of others in civil life
o the four winds In search of re-
fuge.

Only the Fourth Imterantional,
gathered in & World Conference,
has raised its volee to explain to
the workers everywhere in the
clearest termsa the situation eon-
fronting them; to show them the
revolutionary way out of the
crushing disastor that s over-
taking society disorganized by
capitalism; to speak out to them
in the volce of courage and hope
which s the voice of the coming
world socialist revolution,

Thi HBalance Sheat

Mesating two wvears after the
founding of the world party of
socialist revolution on Septepaber
3, 1838 at Geneva, Switzerland,
the Emergency Conference of the
Fourth ‘International deew the
balance sheet of the inbervening
pericd of war preparatlons and
the sutbreak of war itself, It was

able fo establish the gratifying|
Lol such sigoificant successes I1n

fact that the ovElwhelming ma-
jority of its sections and meo-
bers throughout the world had
withstood the test of these try-
ing times in cxemplary fashion,
The Conference unanimously re-
affirmed the principles adopted at
the first World Congress and
eiaborated for fifteen years pre-
ceding it within the “Trotskyiat™
movement,

While the organizationa of the
opportunist  internationals were
everywhere showlng slgns of
deep - polng  disintegpration and
complete paralysis, the Confer-

ence was presented with Ev:idenml

that the Fourth International not
only held s own, but could regis-
ter 4 distinet inerease in aumbers
and activity in the two years
past, deapite the illegalization of
several of our sections since the!
conclusion of the Munich Pact.

Growth In Eatin Amerlca
Particularly heactening was the
Organizational Report, which Feg-
corded conaiderable prowth of our
movement in Latln  America,
where in particular our Chilean
comrades, after & process of uni-
fleation with large groups of pro-
letarians breaking with the re-
formist Socialist Party, ave rapid-
Iy building a mass organijzation.

A new sectlon has been conséi-
tuted in Bolivia. In the Argentine
and in Cuba, our sectlons are de-
veloplng  thelr inBuence i the
mazz moverment and striking oot
in the trade unions. I other
South American counbries Dew
groups have been formed or are
in the process of formation

Tn Australia our young Com-
munigt Leapue has made partics-
larly gratifying headway in win-
ning over a whole leading cadre
of militants from the Stalintst

party.

In War-Forn Earops.

In Framce, despite the ecobwal-
sloms of the war, our gection hasg
been reinforged by the adherence
to if of the bulk of the active
members bn the left wing of the

L Cepteist PSOP  fWorkers  and

 Peasants Socialistk Party).
In England, our section obtain-

the Labkor Party that the referme-
ist bureaucragy felt impelled to
ban our members from afliation
even before the war had entered
its critical stage arnd brought wikh
it governmeéental repressive mea-
sures.

In Ircland, the organizalion re=
port indicated, a substantial
group has been formeed, reguest-
iog affilintion with the Fourth In-

ternational. Eimilar developments
are reported In numerous olher
epuntries with which the Fourth
International previously had no
contact.

In general, the Organizatlon
Report presented a pleture of a
live International party growing
despite tremendous obstacles and
fur‘u:tmmng a3 a single unit, a
veritable organized vanguard pres
|pnring to lead into battle the mil-

lons of tollers everywhere whose

backs are even now strafghtening
up from wunder the heel of capital-
ism.

The H'Ianliaatul

The chief worl of the Confer-
ence was the preparation of a
Manifesto to the world working
class. After considerable discus-
sion, the draft proposed by the
Executive Committes was adopt-
ad with oaly minor amendments.
This document (printed in thisa

isage) is a unigue revolutionary
achicvement. It comprises an all-
sided pamorama of the world in
the throes of war; an analysis of
the factors making for the trans-
formation of this war into a eivil
war for a Socialist United States

Federation of Socialisl Republics;
as well as & call to action which
| containg strateglc - and tactical
divectives,

Greetings to Trotsky

The Conference met in the
shadow of the Stalinist G.FP.TU.'s
attempt upon the Life of Lthe oul-
standing leader of the Fourth In-
ternatbonal, Leon Trofsky. Im a
resolution adopted by acelama-
tion, the Conference congratus=
lated Comrade Trotsky on his mi-
raculous escape from the hands
of the Hremlin's asgasains, It

|of Burope on the road to & World !

grected Comrade Trotsky and
‘hiz companion, Natalie Sedov, in
heartfelt words which expressed
Lthe profound apprecialion of revs
olutionists the world over for
their devotion to the cause of the
world working class and anxiety
for their continued welfare ‘I!I.I]:I
safely,

Recalling the great names of
guch martyrs in the struggle of
the Fourth International, as Leon
Sedov, Rudolph Hlement, Erast
Wolf, and Ignace Reiss, heroes
felled by the hand of Stalin's
gunmen and killers, the Confar-
cnoe paused to agnd greetings to
the stout-hearted and fearless
militents of the Fourth Interna-
tivnal now languishing In the con-
centration camps and prisons of
Hitler's Germany; to comrades

Rigal, Steve, Weltz and their

friends in the jails of French im-
perialism; to the herple soldlera
of the Fourth International bm-
prigsoneéd by Vargas® Braszil, Me-
taxazs' (Greece, Franco's Spain; to
our brothers in the Eritish eolo-
nies, eclamped into dungeons by
Churchill's England; to the
dauntless Bolshevik - Leninista
tortured but unyieldisg, in the
grip of the Kremlin oligarchy; to
our brave comrades placed be-
hind prison walls in Minnesota
by REopsevelt's FBI and to the
class war priscoers everywhere,

Condemns Deseriers

Mectiog in the main to arm the
Fourth International for the ¢oknm-
ing great battles against capital-
iem, and for the struggle to win
the world working <¢lass to our
banner, the Emergency Confer-
ence also had another task: o
pass judgement upon those weak-
kneed petty-bourgeais elements
formerly in our ranks who al the
firat test of the unfolding war
run for eover, It had to déal with
those who deserted under the pre-
text of proposing & “concrete’
revigion of our program on the
guestion of unmud.ll.iuna.l
of the USER, a revision j:ﬂ
veloped {nto open surrendar o
Marxist theory and the principles
and traditions of Bolshevism, up-
on whese foundations the Interna-
tional had been constructed.

The Confercnce unahimouwsly
condemned this revisionist, pefty-
bourgecis tendency as represent-
ed by Burnham and Bhachtman

elge suffer unconditional expulaion
from the patiy.

Taking note of an extensive re-
port from the French Section of
the Fourth - Internationsl, the
Emergency Conference condemni-
ed the political line of the Gilbert
tendency in that organization, a
tendency which holds & defeatist
view in regard to the USSR, si-
milar to that of the Shachtman-

FRENCH GOV'T
ABANDONS
BRITISH ALLIES

and fighting men a8 they could
lay their hands gn. Under direct
Byritish inspiration, a General de
Gaulle began 4 movement in Lon-
don to form a government-in-ex-
ile. British mewspapers suddenky
remembered there was & French
parliaoment aod poimted ocut that
the Petain ministry bad acted
without sanction of the chambera.
Even the dead corpse of domes-

the prime card the French rulers:
had to play when they sat down
at the far end of Hitler's table.
And it iz a card of no small uss
to the Nazi chieftain, With it H.l-
play against Britain becomes ev=
en more of o sure thing., France, -
totally stripped of resources and
remaining fighting equipment, be-
comes now the jumping-off 'plm

Burnham minority of the SWP,
as contrary to the program asd
policy of the Fourth Internation-
al. But while warping againgt the
centrist character of this growp,
the Conference commended the
Gilpert tendency for it organiza-
lional loyalty in condemning the
announced spilt of Shachiman
and Burnham and in declaring
themgelves categorically for “re-
gpect in action for majority dis-
cipline and demoeratic ¢entbral-
53!"}.."

Sectlons Support Stand

The Conference noted that ev-
ery section and group which had
taken a decizion In the matter
and communicated with the Exe-
eutive had alrendy unreservedly
declared themselves for the main-
tainence of the slogan of the Un-
conditional Defense of the USSR
and againat all attempts to revise |
the program of the Fourth Inter-
national.

Bagsed upon this authority, the
Emergency Conference elected an
International Executive Commit-
tee wilh represeniatives from all
septions, charged with executing
the program and policiea of the
Fourth International i

calling of a full world congresa
a8 soon as conditiens make such

in the Soctalist Workers Party of
the Tnited States and by Lebrin,
Johnson, Trent and Anton im the
Internatiomal Exccutive Commit-
tee, It charged them with betray-
ing the trust placed in them by
the organizations of the Fourth
International. The Conference de-
nounged their futile effort to split
the international organization as
contemptible treachery. It ealled
upon the Socialist Workers Party
of the United States to set & time
limit of one menth, within which
ali those suspended for partici-
pating in the split aetion are to
signify their acceptance of the de-
cisions of the BWP convention or

a step feasible,

The Emergency Conference of
the World Party of ialist Fev-
clution closed ita fons, firm
in the conviction that it had sue-
cesafully accomplished the work
of eonsolidating the international
organization, of providing it with
a functioning and authoritative
leadership, and of arming it with
a line of actiop which alone can
initiate the workers” own eman-
cipation from the toils of horri-
fying war and ruthless exploita-
tion.,

the |
course of the war, and with the |

{Continued from Page 1)

crushed Eritain tod.

The British were furious and
badly frightened, When it became
clear after the fall of Paris on
Jume 14 that the Frenpch armies
werg smashed and that the re-
treating French government
would aue for peace, the British
made desperate efforts to prevent
it. They even offered Frange a
“unlon"”—an offer which amount-

fed to inviting France to become

part of the British Empire. But
the Fremch capitalists were not
buyimg any British Empire stock
just then. They were all already
thinking that Hitker, Preferred,
was a better buy. The Eritish
emdagaries were turned back. Ev-
en Churchill himself, by report,
flewe owver to plead. But to no
avail. The armistice went
| through.

Thisves Fall Out

Then the
Overnight, the gallant, herols, in-
disgoluble ally was ftransformed
in the British press and in the
gpeechen of Churehill into a venal
amd traitorous knifer-in-the-back.
The positively faultless French
High Command was uncoversd as
& pang of blundercrs who were

really reaponsible for the debacle
of Flanders, The mat¢hless lead-

era of the French people only ves-|
terday were now revealed in un-|

lovely nakedness as office-grab-
bera, grafters, do-nothings, and
outright traitors who had been
gelling the country short down
the river for years,

From Bordeaux came retorts
that the British were really re-|

sponsible for the disaster because
they hadn't sent enough men or
puns over and were in no' pogition
to dictate to the French what to
o,

The Britlsh immediately set in
motion & campaign o split the
French eolonbes from France and

dgirt began to fiy.|

racy has its uges!
Thiz aplit from the British was

for the invasion of the Brlktigh !
I=zles.

to pull in such French warships

i +
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Appeal—a good-sized ameunt IF it were an early week in the
campaign, but now we're on the last lap and way behind. Y

do something about it!

Speed Appeal Funds )

A il of F325T0 came im this weok for the two-a-vwesl

Just read the scoreboand, see where your branch stands, and -,-
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Chlcago ........ccoovivuee. . § 100.00 § 105.00 108 &
Upstate New York ......... 5000 50.00 100 3
AKFOR ...oovsiivnnrnnnenns 1000 10.00 100 1

| Rockville ................. 5.00 5.00 100 -
I e e o i 5.00 . 500 1w
St. Paul ... ceenes 200,00 2040.00 100 ., &

b BostoD ......icieiieineaaas 177.00 154.00 8T -
Maritime Workers ....... . TRO.0d0 64500, &3 i
¥ oovicnnnrnrnnnnnnnas 50,00 40.00 B0 @
BURE. ;. cccinicsiiiissasian 105.00 75.00 71 o
Minneapolls ......ovsv000.. 30000 200.00 o7 5
Toledo ....ovvvvrinnvinnnca 4000 25.50 64 | 4w
Potrodt ..ovviirviiniinnnans 7500 46.35 a2 oA
Newark .........ooovveneee 100,00 6020 0 -
Philadelphif ....oovvvnennns 25.00 13.00 52
Log ARgeles .....cveucees es LTONLDD 51.50 5L - l;,
New York City ............ 860.00 422,00 44 A
BUAM ...ooecvereccseanss 5.00 2.00 40 o
Baltimore .. ...oovininnrsns 26.00 10.00 w 2
East Chicago . cenees 5000 20.00 . 40 i
Portland .....c.cocevvnvins 7.50 250 23 |
MNew Haven ........oe0ee.. 5500 11.50 21 a
San Francisco ............ . 100,00 1004 10 A
Natlonal Office ............ S560.00 50,20 8 LN
Omell .....ccvveiinensns 2500 0.00 5] -
Beattle ....ocieveierecases 1600 0.00 0 g
Indinnapolls ............... 16.00 0.00 1] b
Oakland ..........0.00. . 10.00 0.00 o 5
LOraIn . ....... vee. 500 0.00 0 {
TOTAL ovvnnininrsnsnnsns $3029.50 $2213.95 66
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