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o WITH A WHITE SKIN
I:Eﬁ: Fut'r EMANCIPATE ITSELF
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK
zpiN 12 BRANDED® HARL

The 3

Negro Question
Robert L. Birchman

The Chicago Defengder, in an editorial (May 4)
on the recent sessiond of the National Negro Con-
gress, states:

“But of the National Negro Congress, we ex-
pect much, for much is Indeed needed. We ex-
pect lendership of a high political order.

“Jobs for Negroes bn all spheres of our in-
dustrial life; rolief for Negroes without dis-
erlmination, schools and still more sachools,
medical ald free and adequate, these are the
needs of the hour.

“Lazt there be a demand for a five billlon dol-
lar housing’ program to be continued for five
FEATH. . . «

“Negro America nesds to bé heard. Let Its
volee be heard so loudly at home that If will
resound abroad.

“The All-Indian National Congress has chal-
lenged the democracy of Britain and held it up
tor the scorn of clvillzed men. Let the National
Negro Congress do the same here.

“There 18 no need to be squirmish. If we want
democracy let us act that way. Democracy I8
never given. It must be taken.

“Black Amoerlea will follow If the National
Negro Congress will lead.” .

Many of the sentiments expressed In this edi-
torial are objectives Lhat ahould be the aim of
the Megro people of America. The volce of the
Negroes needs to be heard and in no uncertain
terms o the fight for jobs, economic security,
against discrimination, and above all in the fight
againat war. But 1o expect that this job will be
achisved by the National Negro Congress la hop-
ing for that which will not be.

The Mationgl Negro Congress was not, as some
delegates expressed it, "kidnapped” by the Com-
munist Party gt the sessions in Washington. The
Congress has from the very beginning been the
baby of the Stalinists. They organized it in the
heyday of their Peopie's Front line. What makes
it less acceptable to many now i3 the change in
line of the Stalinists from one of support of
Roosevelt to one of opposition. This was the basic
eause of the reason for Randoiph's refusal to take
the lend of the Congress.

The main actions of the Congress were:

1. The acceptance of the offer of John L. Lewis
ko establish a working agreement with Labor's
Non-Partisan League,

2. To condemn “this imperialist war” apd the
policies of the Boosevelt administration which
lead toward war, and to cooperate with the
progressive and labor forces working for pence,

3. To press for Immediate passage of the anti-
lyaching bill,

There is no question that the Negroes must
align themselves with the organized labor move-
ment fn the formation of a Labor Party repre-
sentative of the igterests of the oppressed and
exploited masses of the workers and Negroes.
Bul one cannot expect any real action in this di-
rection from the Stalinist-manipulated "National
Negro Congress,” which will betray the Negroesa
tomorrow just as they did yesterday and do to-
day.

The Megro people of America must organize
on a militant basis in cooperation with the or-
ganized labor movement in a Labor Party. That
is the only way that they can achieve joba, eco-
momlc security, fight diserimination. The Chicago
Defender ia right when it says: “Democracy 8
pever given, It must be taken” The only way in
which democracy can be taken is tg organize for
the abolition of the soclal aystem that refusea to
grant demoeracy, Democracy can only be achiev-
ed when the Megroes in co-operation with their
white brothers create a socialist sofiety. The
Btalinists are the desdliest enemy of sociallam, as
Stalin's bloody rule over the workers of Russia
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' in First Major Wartime Strike

Canadian Seamen

CIALIST

APPEAL

Strike Began April 15, Lasted Six Days
Despite Wartime Government Pressure;
Compromise Gives Men $7.50 Raise

S —

TORONTO, Canada—The first major wartime strike in
Canada has been conducted with militancy and determination
by over five thousand Great Lakes seamen, 90% of those
manning the lake boats, who voted to strike when the bosses
refused to negotiate or even meet the Canadian Seamen’s Un-
ion to reach a new agreement.

After a week of heroic struggle in which the seamen
stood firm against -a murderous combination of shipowners,
federal government officials, their cops and courts, and a

campaign of lies and slander
by the kept press, the union
membership accepted a settle-
ment arrived at by the union
negotiating committee, for a
%7.50 increase in wages for all
ratings, with a board to be set
up to conduct hearings on the
further demands of the sea-
et

Despite the blows directed’
against them from all directions
during the strike, the seamen had
stood firm, ably answering op-
ponents with their own press,
leafleta and public meetings. The
men showed every readinesa to
fight on to complete wictory.

War Halsed Living Coat
Like the rest of labor, the sea=
aaen felt the impact of the war in
the rising cost of living. The 15%
incraase in living costs made io-
tolerable the alresdy low sef-
men's living standards — deck-
hands, the most pumercus rating,
were getting $55 a month—driven
like slaves for seven months of
the year, usually spending the
other five months on relief, pick-
ing up odd joba or bumming
dimes, They wers working a 12-
hour day, seven-day week on the
boals,

During the latter part of the
winter, therefore, in locals apread
out In & far-fiung oet from Fort
Williama to Quebee City, the un-
ion membership hammeted out
series of demands to be served on
lmn ghipowners, Their main de-
mAnds were:

1. A closed shop, with oll hiring
through wunion halls, “Every
ship a unlon ship” was the
slogan. Under the 18338 agree-
ment they had had a preferen-
tinl clause, whereby the ship-
owners were forced to hire
through the union halls in pre-
ference to taking mnon-union
hands, and the bosses were out
to do away with thias.

2. Thres extra men on board each
ghip. This would permit three

ahifts, thus Introducing tha
elght-hour day.

3. A 515 Increase In monthly
Wages.

Since September the companles
had ralsed shipping rates for
wheat, their largest cargo, from
31 cenis to 7 eents a bushel, thus

&

doubling thelr profits.

termined to prevent the scamen
from slicing off a slab of thess
profita, and refused to mest the
union for dlacussion of the new
terms. Instead the bossex and
their press began a comprign of
describing the strike as illegal

and an act of sabotage during the|

war, and turned looss on the un-
fon their blg hounds, the federal
government,

The seamen threw back the

GEORGE CLARKE

GEORGE JLARKE

challenge: when we're all in jadl,
5000 of us, where will you gdt the

experienced rben to run the boata!!
The government could not in-!
timidate the men. In addition or-
ganized labor all along the lakes
wag rallyving to the support of the
genmen. Longahoremen from im-
portant Canadian wired
that they would not tolch a “hot
ship."”
Leadera Compromise

The lopgahoremen on the
American side of the lakes asnt a
similar promise from their pow-
erful organization, Shipping was
tied up as tight a5 a granny knot
and not a cargo could be moved.

[President Harry Lundeberg
of the Seafarers Intéernational
Union of Amerlea, of whicly the
Canadian Senmen’s Unlon Is an
nutonoemous affiliate, wired wn-
lons and central labor bodies in
all Amerlean lake ports on be-
half of the striking seamen,
and secured promises of coop-
erption which assured complete
support to the strike on the
Amerlcan slde.]

Events demonstrated that the
geAmen were prepared o carry
the strike through to victory. Bul
& acction of the leadership showed
a hbasle weakness: inability to
place complete confidence in the
unlon membership to beat the
bosges, povernment and copa.

The nepotiation commitiee
sought and was granted the pow-
er to make alteration in the un-
ton's demands; gave up the des
mand for a closed shop entirely,
reduced the number of extra men
to one for a ship, and sealed the
wage inctrease down to 210000 a
month, asking in return a renew-
al of the 1938 agrecment.

The shipowners lastead, adopt-
ed a more blustering attitude, de-
manding through the agency of
the government a compulsory ar-
bitration board and promising in
the meanwhile o $5.00, and later

George Clarke, member of the
MNational Committee of the So-

cialist Workers Party, opened his

coast-to-coast speaking tour Fri-
day pight in New Haven,
Tonight, . tomorrow and BMon-
day he will be speaking in Boston
and Lymnn.
As we go to press, word comes
from Youngstown of spécial pre-

owners then Sent another agent
to meet the union committes in
the person of McLarty, minister
of iabor. On entering the commit-
tee room the first words he ut-
tered were in effect: "This fllegal
strike must end at onee' The ne-
gotiation committes agresd to the
government - shipping ecompany
proposals of a 37.50° increase per
month and & board to hear the
dispute.

Workers Dissatisfied

A considerable part of the un-
ion membership did not agree

OPENS NATIONAL
TOUR: IN BOSTON-LYNN NOW

parations being . made there by
our parly branch to secure & big
turnout of steel workers to hear
Comrade Clarke speak on “New
Deal Turns War Deal—the Gov-
ernment Drive Against Labor,"”
The Youngatown meeting takes
place Sunday, May 19, 8 p.m., at

Hoor will follow Comrade Clarke's
address.

The reat of Comrade Clarke's
schedule on tour follows: y

Byracuse. .. ...... - Tues,, May 14
Rochester. ........ Wed., May 15
Buffalo. . ........ Thurs., May 18
Fittsburgh. . .Fri.-Sat., May 17-18
Youngatown....... Sun., May 19
Akron. ... Mon., May 20
Cleveland. . .......Tues, Moy 21
Toledo. ...........Wed., May 22
Flint............Thurs, May 23
Detrolt. .. ... voos JFrl, Moy 24
South Bend........ Bat., May 25

Chlcago. . .Son.-Tues., May 28-28
Twin Cltles . Wed.-Fri., May 28-81
Ormhi, . ..000000an. Sun., Jonos 2
IMsver. . ... Tues.-Wed,, June 4=-5
Salt Lake City. .. ... .Fri, June 7
San Franclsco. . .Mon.-Son., Jone

10-16 Inclusive

123% E. Federal Street. Ques-|
tions and discussion from the

Los Angeles. ......Tues., June 18

El
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(Contlnued from Page 1)

step toward improving these
defenses is Hkely to be an ear-
Iy start toward construction of
the much-discussed, long-de-
layed International highway
through Canada to link Can-
nda with its Alaska territory..
From other solrces 1t was
learned that the two men had
discussed the grave world cris-
I in relation to the pledge
glven by Presldent Roosevelt
in a speech at Kingston, Ontar-
lo, in Aungust, 1038,

Thit speech was Roosevell's
famous pledge that the 1.5, “will
not stand idly by if domination
of Canadian soll Iz threatened by
any othér empire'*

It Is interesting to note that
the Tribune headiined this
story: “Highway would be vital
for troops If Russla or Japan
shoukd attack.” Thers was no
mention of this little detall In
the body of the story. Like the
projected fortifications of the
Aleutian Islands, close both o
Russla and Japan, the proposed
highway would be no leep im-
portant “if the Unlted States

should attack Russia or Jap-
“n.'FF

SUBS ARE POURING IN FOR THE
"FOURTH INTERNATIONAL"

An exciting six-day perlod has
followed the lpunching of “Fourth
Internations,” new Monthly Mag-
azine of the SBoclalist Workers
Party. Bubscriptions and bundle
aorders bhave rolled im from all
awver the country.

Eranches everywhere, instead

with the committec's actions in of cutting their magazine srders
thus compromising with the ship- with the flight from the party of
owners. At a meeting of one of the petty bourgeois opposition,
the largest locals a member from are instead increasing their or-
Lthe floor proposed agreement ¢n | ders. Many of the orders are ac-
ope condition, that all the scabs companied by cash on the lioe.
firal be remaved from the boats, Bubseriptions, above all, with
In effect this would have meant their dollar and two dollar pay-
a closed shop, exactly what the ments attached, are coming into
membership saw as necessary if the office at a good pace. Here is
the union was not to be weakened  the total for leas than one wesk!

by the presepce of scabs on the Mew York City.......17
boats. The whole local to & man Bt.Paul ............. 12
raised their fists and in & mighty ~ Boston ......... .. T
roar ghouted: “Aye, first clear the | Minneapolis .........10

scabs off the boats™ Tt was only|
after sorne of the union heads had the strike, find themselves on the
harangued the men for about an beach.
hour that the men finally agreed The concilintion board will
to a counter-proposal by the lead- | meet and we know in advance
erahip that “they take every|that its declsions will favor the
measure to see that the scabs are|shipowners just as the govern-
cleaned off the ships.™ ment labor ministers carried oot
As was predicted by those who|the orders of the shipping bosses,
held out for a clesed shop, the|The unlon must be prepared to
companies have refused to fire the | back up 1ts demands to the board
soabs and strikebreakers and to|by another, more determined

date hundreds of union seamen,

strike cnce It hands down its de-

Chicago .....ccvvveee T
Toleds ..o &
San Diepo . ......... 4
Quakertown ......... 3
Indianapolls ......... 3
Kansas rararnagena 4
L B
New York State. ..., a3
Pittsburgh .......... 2
0,7« T 2
San Francigco ....... 2
Washington, DoC. ... 2
Allentown . ....oo0... 1
Houston, - Texag ...... 1
Philadelphia ......... 1
Mebraska ........... 1
Tacoma, Wash, ..... . 1
South Carclina ...... 1
Louigville, Ky ....... 1
Wisconsin ,...,...... 1
Conneclfeut ......... 1

Total ...........00

And branches and sympathizers

aasure us that they haven't even
started!

Thia is & good record of party
activity, but we still have a great
distance to travel to go over the
top, Get those dollars up, come
rades and friends. And get out
vour contact lists to round up &
fecond week's subscriptions that
will eutatrip by far thils exeellent
firat week. Bulld the press of the

James Connolly,

Symbol of Irish
Freedom F ight

May 12 is the 24th anniversary of the execus
tion of James Connolly, foremost Irish revolu- -

tionary.

Connolly is the aymbol of the T00 year struggle '

for Irish freedom. But he is more than just &
symbol of a nationalist struggle. He is the By

bol of the only force in society that can lead the

struggle for national lberation of oppressed peo-
ples. The words of Connolly, written thirty vears
&0, are equally true todmy:

“But on whom devolves the task of achiey-

ing the downfall of the rullng classes in Ire-
land? On the Irish pecple. But who are the
Irish people? '

“Is it the dividend-hunting capltalist with
the phraseology of patrlotiasm on his lps and
the spoil wrung from sweated Irlsh tollers in
his pockets; Is It the scheming lawysr—most
Immoral of all classes;: is it the slum landlord
who dencunces rackrenting In the country and
practices It In the towns; Is It anyone of these
sectlons who today dominate Irsh politica® Or
Is It not rather the Irlsh working class—the
only secure foundation en which a free nation
cun be reared—the Trish working class which

has borne the brunt of every political stroggle, -

and galned by none, and which s tgday the
only ¢lass in all Ireland which has no interest
In perpetuating elther the political or soclal
forma of oppresston—the Britlsh connection or
the capitallst system,.

“The Irlsh working class must emanclpate
itself, and in emancipating itself It must, per-
force, free Its country. The act of social eman-
clpation requires the conversion of the land and
the instruments of production from private
proparty Into the public or common property of
the entire natlon. This necessitates a socldl
system of the most absolute democracy, and in
establishing that necessary social system the
working class must grapple with every form of
government which could interfers with the
most unfettered control by the people of Ire-
land of all the resources of thelr country.”

Connolly stood for industrial unionism. He held
that the craft unions divided the workers where
above all they should be united, in their daily tofl
in the fields and workshops. The division must be
ended by a union embracing all workers of “hand
and brain” in each industry. He envisaged thesa

Industrial unions as the main instruments of so- -

clal revolution, the very foundation of the future
sotiety. '

Connolly was an internationalist and a revoly-
Honary fighter against the imperialist war. Dur-
ing the war the headguarters of the unlon which
he led, the Transport Workers Union—Liberty
Hall in Dublin—was decorated with a huge ban-
ner that read: “We serve nelther King nor Kals-
er!” Connelly was bitter In his attacks against
those who supported the war—the Irish bour-
geoisie and petty-bourgesis natlonalists. He open-
ly preached revolutionary defeatism. He looked
upon the pending struggle not merely 29 an Irish
affair: “Starting thuos, Ireland may yot set the
torch té a Eurcopean conflagration that will not
burn out untll the last throne and the last capl-
talist bond and debenture are shrivelled up on
the funeral pyre of the last war lord.” ]

He was no pacifist. He-was a partisan of the
war of the working class and colonlal peoples
against the imperialisia.

The inspiration of Comnclly to the Iriah labor
and nationalist ‘movement still lives, Deapite the
government ban, huge meetings were held com-
memorating the Easter Week rising of 1916 for
which Connolly was executed. Meetings now tak-
ing place against conscription, and the growing

fng coat of Mving, are ¢lear indieations that the

strike wave for lnereased wages to meet the rls-
ing cost of Uving, are clenr indications that the
struggle for Irish freedom continues. James Cons-

.I % =

demonstrates,

But the shipowners were de-

a 37.00, wage incréase, The ship-

signed up with their ships before

clelon, :

Fourth International!

nolly is the father of today's struggles.

[The

for a Prpl'etarian' Partl

By JAMES P. CANNON

MNatlonal Secretary, 5. W.P.

(This Is the fourth of a series of articles by Comrade
Cannon, to acgualnt our readers with the party's estlmate of
the dispute which arose in the party, was debated In a seven-
months' discosslon, and was settled by a declslve majority ot
the Third National Convention, April 5-9.)

The Intellectuals and the Workers

The outspoken proletarian orientalion of the majority is rep-
resented by Burnbham as an expression of antagonism to “intel-
lectuals' as such, and as an ignorant backwoods prejudics against
education in geoeral, In his major document, “The War and Bu-
repucratic Conservatism,” he writes: “Abowve all, an ‘anti-intellec-
tual’ and ‘anti-intellectuals’ attitude s drummed into the minds
of party members. The faction associates are taught, quite lit-
erally, to despise and scorn ‘intellectuals’ and ‘intellectualism.' ™
For reasons best koown to themselves, Shachtman and Abern
gign their names to this protest and take sidea Inm o confliet
where they have every right {0 proclalm neutrality.

The Workers® Age, organ of the Lovestoneites, which 1s fol-
lowing our internal discussion with unconcealed sympathy for
the opposition, entera the souMe as an interested partisan, Com-
menting on & remark in my published specch, to the effect that
worker elements engaged in the class atruggle understand the
Russlan question better than the more educated scholastics, the
Workers' Age of March 9th says: “This s obviously almed at
Burnham, who has the ‘misfortune’ of heing educated. What is
this kind of a slur but the old Stalinlst demagogy contrasting the
virtuows, clear-gsighted 'proletarian’ element to the wicked, con-
fused ‘intellectual’? It ia the same kind of rotten, unprinelpled
démagogy, make no mistake about it!" !

Let us ses. The gueation at issue {3 the attitude of proletarian
revolutionists to educated members of the petty-bourgecis class
who come over to the proletarian movement. This {a an important
question and deserves clarification. Burnham is indubitably an in-
tellectual, as his academic Lraiping, profession and atiainments
teatify. There 8 nmothing wrong in that, as such, and we cannot
have the slightest reason to reproach him for it. 'We are quite
well aware, as Marx said, that “ignorance never did anybody
any good,” and we bave oothing in common with vulgar preju-
dices against "educated people” which are cultivated by rascally
demagogues to serve thelr own ends. Lenin wrote to Gorky on this
point: "Of courae I was not dreaming of ‘perseculipg the intelli-
gentsia’ as the stupld little Syndicalists do, or to deny its necessity

for the workers'® movement.” It iz a slander on the Marxist
wing of the party to attribute such seniimenis to us. On Lthe
other hand, we are not unduly impressed by mere “learning” and
atill legs by pretensions to it. We approach this question, as all
questions, critically.

Our movement, the movement of scientific socialism, judges
things and people from o class point of view. Our aim i8 the
organization of a vanguard party to lead the proletarian struggle
for power and the reconstitution of society on soclalist founda-
tions, That is our "scienge.” We judge all people, coming to us from
another class, by the extent of thelr real identbication with
our dlass, and the coptributions they can make which aid the
proletariat in its struggle against the capitalist class. That is
the framework within which we objectively consider the problem
of the intellectuals in the movement. If at least 89 out of every
100 intellectuals—to speak with the utmost “conservatizm™—
who approach the revoluticnary labor movement lurn out io be
more of & problem than anp asset it 1s oot at all because of our
prejudices against them, or because we do oot treat them with
the proper consideration, but because they do not comply with
the requirements which alone can make them useful to us in
our struggle,

In the Communist Manifesto, in which the theory and propram
of sclentific sociallsm was firat furmaJl}fc‘meuthﬁd. it waas
aiready pointed out that the disintegration the ruling capitalist
class precipitates sections of that cless into the proletarfat; and
that others—a smaller secilon to be sure, and mainly individuals
—cut themselves adreift from the decaying capitalist class and
supply the proletariat with fresh elements of enlightenment and
progregs. Marx and Engals themselves, the founders of the move-
ment of scientific soclalism, came to the proletariat from another
clagss. The same thing is true of all the other preat teachers of
our movement, without exception. -

Lenin, Trotaky, Plekbanov, Luxembourg—none of them were
proletariana in thelr soclal origin, but they came over to the
proletariat and became the greatest of proletarian leaders. Tn
opder to do that, however, they had to desert thelr own class and
join “the revolutionary class, the class that holds the future in
its hands.'" They made this transfer of class allegiance uncondi-
tlonally and without any reservations, Only so could they become
genuine repregentatives of thelir adopted class, and merge them-
selves completely with it, and eliminate every shadow of confilct
between them and revolutionista of proletarien origin, There was
and could be no “problem™ in their case.

The conflict between the proletarian revolutionlsts and the

pelty-bourgesis iotellectuals in our” party, as in the labor move-
ment generally in the whole world for generation after penera-
tion, does not at all arise from ignorant prejudices of the workers
against them. It arises from the fact that they neither “cut
themselves adrift” from the alien classes, asz the Communist
Manifesto specified, nor do they “join the revolutionary class” In
the full sense of the word. Unlike the great leaders mentloned
above, who came over to the proletariat unconditionally and all
the way, they hesitate half-way beétWwein the class alternatives,
Their intelligence, and to a certain extent alsg their knowledge,
impels them Lo revolt against the intellectual and spiritual stag-
nation of the parasitic rullng class whose ayatem reels with decay.
Cn the other hand, their petty-bourgecis apirit holde them back

= from completely ldentifying themselves with the proletarian class
and its vanguard party, and re-shaping their entire lives im a
new proletarian environment., Hereln is the source of the "prob-
lem™ of the lntellectuals,

The revolutionary workers” movement, conscious that it “holds
the futyre in it hands™ is self-nssured, imperious, exacting in
the highest degree. It repels all firtations and half-allegiapces,
It demands from everyone, especially from leaders, "all or no-
thing.” Mot thelr "education” as the Lovestoneite sympathizers
of our party oppesition maintain, brings the intellsctunla into
conflict with the proletarian cadres of Lhe party, but their petty-
bourgeois apirlt, thelr miserable halfness, their absurd ambition to
lead the revolutionary labor movement in their spare time.

It is not true that the advanced militant workera are hostile
to education and prejudiced against educated people. Just the
contrary, They have an exaggerated respect for every intcllectusal
who approaches the movernent and an exaggerated appreciation
of every little service be renders. This was pever demonstrated
more convineingly than fn the reception accorded to Burnham
when he formally entered our movement, and in the extraordinary
consideration that has been given to him all this thme. Fe became
o member of the MNational Commities without having served any
apprenticeship in the class struggle. He was appoloted one of
the editors of our theorebical journal. All the recognitiom and
the “honors” of & prominent leader of the party were freely ac-
corded to him.

His scandalous attitude towards the responsibillties of leader-
ship; his consistent refusal to devote himself to party work as
a profession, not a3 an avocation; his baughty and contemptuocis
attitude toward his party co-workers, his disrespect for our tra-
dition, and even for our international organization and its lsader-
ghip—all this and more was passed over in silence by the worker
elements in the party, if by no means with approval, It was
pot until Burnham came out into the open in an attempt to over-
throw our program that the worker elements of the party rose up
agaipst him and called him to order. His attempt now to repre-
sent this revolutionary actlon as an expression of ignorant preju-
dice against him because of bhis “learning™ ls only another, and
most revealing, exhibition of his own petty-bourgeols spirit and
patty-bourgeocis contempt for the workers.

A proletarian party that is theoretically schooled in the sclen-

tific doctrines of Marxism cannot be intimidated by anypody,
nor disoriented by a few unfortunate experiences. The fact that
the learned Professor Burnham revealed himself as just another
petty-bourgeols may possibly engender a lttle more eaution in
regard to similar types in the future. But it will not change any-
thing in the fundamental attitude of the workers' vanpuard to=
wards the intellectuals from the bourgeois world who approach
the movement in the future. Instructed by this experience it i8
possible that the next one who comes along will have to meet
stiffer conditions, It is hardly likely that in the future anyone will
be permitled, to make pretensions to leadership unless he makes
A clean break with his alien class environment and comes over to
live io the labor movement. Meore visiting will not be encourapged.

The American movement has had very bad experience with
intellectuals. Those who have appearsd on ita horizon up to date
have been a pretty “shabby crew. Adventurers, careerists, self-
seekers, dilletantes, guitters-under-fire—that s the wrétched ple-
ture of the parade of Intellectuale through the American labot
movement ag painted by themselves, Danlel De Leon stands oud
as the preat exceptlon. He was not merely an Intellectual, He was
& man and a fghter, a partisan iocapable of any divided alleglance.
Opee he had decided to come over to the proletarian class, the
stale atmosphore of the bourgesis academle world becams intol-
erable for him. He departed from the university, slamming the
door behind him, and nevér once looked back, Thercafter, to the
end of his life, he identifled himsel! completaly with the socialiat
movement and the struggle of the workers, Revolutionary work-
drs of the present peneration remémber him with gratitude for
that, without thereby overlooking his political errors. Other, and
we hope, greéeater De Leons, will come to us in the future, and
they will recaive a whole-hearted welcome from the party of the
proletarian vanguard, They will not feel sensftive if we scrutinize
their credentials and submit them to a certaln apprenticeship.

They will not be offended If we inslst on an explicit uaderstanding

that their fask is to Interpreét and apply the proletarian sclence
of Marxism, oot to palm off & bourgeols substitute for it. The
new De Leons wil] readily understand that this prelimjnary ex-
tion is aimply 4 precaution against the infiltration of Intel-
lectual phonies and does not signify, in any way whatever, a
prejudice againgt intellectuals who really come to serve the pro-
letarian cause. ;
The genuine Marxist intellectuoals who come to us will under-
gtand the cardinal point of our doctrine, that socialism is not aim-
ply & "moral ideal,” as Burnham tries to instruct us in the year
1840-—-82 yeara after the Communist Manifesto—but the necessary
outecome of an irreconcilable class struggle conducted by the pro-
letariat againat the bourgecisie. Tt is the workers who must make
the revolution and it 18 workers who must compose the proletarian
vanguard party. The function of the Marxist intellectual la to ald
the workers in their struggle. He can do it constructivaly only
by turning bls back on the bourgeois world and joining the pro-
letarian revolutionary camp, that is, by -ceasing to be a petty-
bourgeols. On that basis the worker Bolsheviks and the Marxist
intellectunlas will get along very well together.
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