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SOCIALIST

S.P. Delegate Supf;ort.;
Pro-W ar “Silence” at

Session of 2nd Int’l

Dan and Abramovich In Involved Dispute
Over the Degree to Which They Want
To See the Soviet Union Defeated

By JOSEPH HANSEN

On the front page of the March
30 issue of the Call, official organ
of the Socialist party {(the Nor-
man Thomas group), there is a
“peport” of the first meeting of
the Executive Committes of Lhe
Labor and Socialist Internation-
al zince the outbreak of the wwar.

Inasmuch as Devere Allen, &
member of the Norman Thomas
group, attended this meeting as
an official representative, the
Call is well acqguainted with what
happened there, The article re-
ports, however, pothing beyond
the following sketch: that the
meeting was “exceptionally well
attended,” that It was held from

el 23 to Febh, 257 at “Erus-|

sela,” that there were “repre-
sentalives” from variows coun-
tries in addition to Devere Allen,
among them being Lecn Blum,
that there was a discussion on
Poland and on Finland, and that
the mecting made some changes
in the personnel of the Execu-
tive Committee.

The Call does not offer even the
slightest commeni o

{1y, The failure of the Execu-
tive Committes to meet for five
months after the war broke out,

(2}, The failure of the Execu-
tive Committes to condémn as
traitors and renegades those of
fts members who accept poats in
bourgesis governmenls.

{3). The Executive Commit-
tee's support of the Allied camp
of imperialists in the second
World Wargpow raging in Eu-
rope. ¥

i4). The fallure of the Exsch-
tive Committee to pass a single
resglution. Mot obe!

SOME THINGS THE
CSCALL"Y DIDN'T MENTION

In order to understand betler
why the Ol choze the eloguence
of allence rather than speech, let
us outline briefly the main eventa
at the conference. 'We use as our
first source of nformation the
“Internaticnal Information” bul-
letin of the Second Interoatiopal,
noting. that under date of “end of
December 18307 the LET in its
prévious bulletin made the fol-
lowing announcement to its read-
CrE:

“We were foroed @ e bigin
ning of the war lo inter-upt the
cublication of our “Ini-ronational
InZermation” and ils aupplements,
As we do not yet know when we
will be able to resume our pub-
lications, we cannot accepl any

gituation in the cccupied territor-
ies of Poland,

“This report,”” cootinuea the
bulletin, was followed by a very
prafound discussion on the inter-
national situation which took uwp
most of the meeting.” In the Call
this “profound discussion” i3 not
even mentioncd!

|THE‘I’ ALL ROOTED
| FOR BOURGEQIS FINLANI}

| Both the Call and the bulletin
do mention, however, that Keto's
report was A Success,  Cevery
speech™ expressing complete un-
animity on aid and support for
| Finland. We are unable to check
on thiz polot, as there wos no
rodl call vote on the Fionish ques-
tion aince there was no resshution
on it, but no one would think of|
accusing the Call or any other or-|
gan of the Second International
of inaceuracy on such & matter
Support of one bourgesis govern-
ment or anolher has long been
a copdition of membership in the
Second International,

While no resolutions whatao-
ever were passed by the confer-
epce, the comments of the Rus-
Hian Mensheviks who had A del-
cgate at the conference, like the|
sllence of the Call, can be sald
to make up for this lack,

Im a leading editorinl of its
March 5 issue, under the title
“Socialist International Stands
United,” Sotslallsticheski Vestnil,
edited by Abramovich, eculogizes
the conferepce and then proceeds
to anglyze it The conference met,
exclaima the editorlal, apd ex-
changed “views on tlose grandi-
ose events which have taken place
in Europe for almost & half vear
and which may in the near future
encompass the whele world and
determine its destiny.”

THEY ASK A VERY,
VERY GOOD QUESTION!

But “shouldn't the Second In-
ternational be indicted,” queries
the Abramovieh editorlal, inas-
much a% this sesslon eould be held
only five months after the out-
break of the war and then ad-
Journed  without adopting or
passing a single resolution? {The
Mensheviks are at least capable,
in distinetion from the Call, of
seeing that this question is bound
to be asked by the class-conscious
worker.] Isn't such a lapse, he
agks, absolute proof of “the im-

potence and internal decom posts |
tion and the complete lpss of any,
international solidarity,” a dem-
onstration of “its inability to play

APPEAL

MOLOTOV SPEECH SHOWS KREMLIN

SEEKS TO REGAIN MIDDLE GROUND

SOFTER TONE ADOPTED TOWARD ALLIES AND A COOLER ONE TOWARD HITLER

By FELIX MORROW

A comparison of Molotov's March 28 speech on forelgn policy
to the Supreme Soviet with his speech on the same subject to
the same body five months ago provides some significant com-
trasts.

The most sigonificant chapges are theae in the tone employed
toward Germany on the one hand and toward the Allies and
the United States on the other.

In nis Ot 31, 1938 speech Molotov devoled a good third of
his time to indicting the Allles as responsible for the war and
whitewashing Germany; he cited the persecutions of the French
Cormmuniata, “the curtailing of political liberties in England, the
ufremitting national oppression in India” the Allies” “profoundly
rmaterial interests as mighly colonial powers . . . which make pos-
gible the exploitation of hundreds of millions of people” their
“fear of loging world supremacy that dictates to the ruling cir-
cles of Great Britain and Fraoce the policy of fomenting war
with Germany,” etc. Roosevelt's intercession with Kalinin on
behalf of Finland was answered with a sharp reference to the
United States’ oppression of the Philippines and Cuba. Turkey's
treaties with the Allies were termed “entering the orbit’ of the
developing European war,” and there was more than a hint of
threat in Molotov's query “whether Turkey will not come Lo re-
gret it. . ..

Very different is the tome in the latest speech. It is true
that it says the Allies "declared war on Germany under the pre-
text of fulfilling their obligations toward Poland™ and oalls it
& war to dismember Germany; but this is done in & sentence
or two and there are no more references to the dictatorial
methods of the demoeratic-lmperialists at home or in the colonies,
Despite the rich proof at bis disposal, Molotov's indictment of
the anti-Boviet role of the Allies in Finland iz couched in ex-
tremely calm, even defensive terms. There are mo further tart
remarks about American imperlalism: instead, an offer Lo in-
crease Imports from the TS, if Amedican authorities do not
put obstacles in the way. The tome toward Turkey does not
repeat any note of reproof but instead points to the existing non-
aggression pact. Rumapia, vnmentioned five monlhs ago, 8 as-
sured “there are oo grounds for any deterioration in SBoviet-
FRumanian relations.”

Even the gathering Anglo-French colonfal armies under Wey-
gand in the Near East, plainly a move unfriendly to the Soviet
Unlon, and which if the Kremlin so desired could be the peg on
which to hang ao all-embracing indictment of the Alles, is
merely the subject of a single paragraph in which, naturally en-
ough, the Soviet TUnion is stated to bhe 'E-'_HE!!'ﬂiﬂil'lH vigilpnes and
prepared for counter-measures. This is furfher softened by a
declaration that “the fantastie plans akttributed to the Sowviet
Union of & Red Army ‘March on India,' ‘March on the Hast' and
the like , ., are such obvicus absurdities that one must completely
lose his senses o belleve guch abaurd lies.”

No More Boasts of German Alliance

What makes even clearer the contrast in the tone of the
two speeches is to add to the differences enumerated above those
concerning Germany. In the speech five months ago the Hitler-
Stalin pact was declared "bound to have its effect on Lhe entire
international situation . . . Here devélopment hag procesded along
the line of strengthening our friendly relations, extending our
practical cooperation and rendering Germany political support
in her afforts for peace.” Collaboration between the German and
Red armies in Poland was boastfully described: “‘one swift blow
to Poland, first by the German Army and then by the Red Army,
amnd nothing was left of this ugly offspring of the Versailles
treaty, . . "

Maolotov even went so far then as to declare “that a strong
Germany 18 an indispensable comdition for & durable peace in
Eurape.” Those who wish otherwise fail to see Lhat their attempt
“may end in disaster for them.” '

Mothing comparable Lo these statements is contalned in Molo-
tov's latest speech. There is a perfunctory refercioce to the “new,
good relations” with Germany, which "have been tested in prac-
tice in eobnection with events in former Poland, amd their
strength has been sufficiently proved.” But this is skillfully be-

worth & brass farthing. One has only te compare the USSR with,
say, Rumania. It is koown that Rumania's trade with Germany
makesa up half of her total foreign trade and that moreover
the share of her national production in Rumania’s exports to
Germany, for example, of such basic commodities as oll pro-
duction and grain, far exceeds the share of ita national production
in the Soviet Unlon's exports to Germany.”

It is a far ery, this pelittling of Soviet-German trade, from
the boastful declarations in the speech five months ago.

Unmentioned im the earlier speech, Italy comes in for some
sharp blows now, In addition to a denunciation of Italy's sup-
port of Finland, the speech goes to considerable length, apropos
of a eafitragst between Anglo-French policy in Finland and Al-
banip, in denouncing “Italy's predatory actlon in foreibly sub-
jugating Albania without the least regard for its population of
over & million people.” This, coming at the moment when the
WNazi rulers of Germany areé attempling to sccurg an agreement
between Italy and the USSR, on policy in the Balkans to shut
out the Allies, is a plain indication that the Nazis are not having
success in getting Btalin harnessed in a tandem team with Musso-
limi.

Result of Finnish Events
It appears obwious that the change I tone i3 the regult

of the five months' test in Finland. The earlier speech had said,
"We do not think that-Finland will seek a pretext to frustrate

the proposed agreement.” Instead came war, with serious reverses
for the Red Army, powerful support for Finland from the Anglo-
French bloc, matend of occupying Finland as the Kremlin de-
clded when the war began—the Kuusinen “Peoples Government™
eould have no other meaning—the Kremlin was more than glad
to call a hait beyond Lake Ladoga and forget Kuusinen. Molo-
tow had smiled skeptically when, the morning the Second Waorld
War began, the Polish ambassador hed said he expected the An-
gio-French declaration of war shortly; mot until it felt the
Anglo-French blows in the Finnlsh events did it finally become
clear to the bureaucrats in the Kremlin that the pact with Hitler
was not going to save them from Allied blows!?

Molotov's speech does not represent a defimite shift in basic
policy. Throughout, the Kremlin's policy has been based on the
fixed desire to keep out of the major war; not because the
Kremlin's inhabitants are pacifists—these fellows are no more
pacifistic than Ivan the Terrible!—but because they fear the con-
sequences at home In the course of war: the rising tlde of re-
volt. And unlike the imperialist powers, the Kremlin, however
carrupt apd bureaueratie, is not driven toward war by the contra-
dictions of an imperlalist economy,

A New Attempt to Veer and Tack

Molotow's speech indicates, however, this much of a change.
Up to the Finnish events the Kremlin was extremely confident
that itz pact with Hitler had assured the USSR a position in
between the warring camps; in grateful return for the pact, the
Kremlin was emphasizing its politleal support of Hitler's policy,
extension of economic collaboration, ete., and was deing so with
cockhsure conviction that the Allies were impotent to interfere
with the Kremlin's plans for strengthening its defenses against
any future moves of Hitler. The events in Fioland madely de-
stroyved this illusion,

For t.h-ennming:_peﬁﬁd -theﬁ_fure, the Kremlin, having burnt
itz fingers In Finland, will &ftempt to move more cautiously be-
tween the two camps. It will seek to edge away a little from
Hitler in order not to susflin further blows from the Allics,
But, having placed itz fate entirely on maneuvers between the
imperialist camps, which is simply another way of saying that
iL pursues a course of supporting one Imperialist camp against
ancther, the Kremlin's attempt to steer clear of the war will
bring upon It more and more pressure from both camps, and
firat _uud most pressing will be Hitler's prezsure,

(A second article on Molotov's speech will appear next week.,)

P’ige. 3

Russian Mensheviks In'..f
Split Over Attitude

Toward Soviet Union

Since Outbreak of

Allen Attends First Session of Executive

Maintains Eloquent Silence Too

War; Socialist Call

By JOHN G, WRIGHT

The “Foreign Delegation” of
the Russian Mensheviks, that is,
their leading center, has aplit on
the guestlon of the attitude to-
ward Stalin's regime. Theodore
Dan has resigned as chairman
and left his post as one of the
twe editors of Sotsiallsticheski
Vestnilk (Socialist Courier), the
Menshevik organ  published in
Paris. Yugov has resigned as
secretary, Abramovich 18 now
providgional chairman and sole ad-
itor, B. Dvinov the new secretary.

Abramovich and his friends are
“principled defeatists" in relation
|to Stalin and the Soviet Union.
They refuse to draw any distine-
tion whalever between their “de-
featist™ policy toward Hitler and
thelr policy toward Stalin, Dan,
on the other hand, secks to es-
tablish “subtle" Jdistinctions be-
tween hig attitude toward Hitler
a8 "against Stalin ard the Soviet
Union.™

Dan and Abramovich, who re-
mained defensists under the Czar
and under Kerensky, have finally
become “defeatiats.” Abramovich
wants to go the whole hog, Dan
apparently has reservations. As
wie ghall presently see, Dan's rea-
lervations do not at all Acw from
any deep desire on his part to de-
fend the remaining conguests of
the Dotober revolution, but rath-
er from his hopes that a possi-
billty atill remeins of bringing
|lhl: Soviet Union back into the
orbit of the democratic imperial-
|ists, Abramovich thinks the only
|way to attain this is by “uncon-
(ditional defeatism.” Dan beligves
the more realistic poliey to be
that of “conditional defeatism.™

Formally speaking, in recent
yvears, the Meéenshevika have rec-
ognized in Rusala “elements of
sociallam." Insofar as Stalin
marched shoulder to shoulder
with "democracy,” they were “de-
fensists,'” In other words, they
| were  defensists” . yesterday - for
the self-same reason that they
ere “defeatists” Loday.
THEY CHANGED THEIR
STAND AFTER HITLER-
STALIN PACT

When Stalin signed his pact
with Hitler on August 30, 1539,
Dan and Abramovich concluded
I WaSs Rﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ-l‘jrréb recvaluate
Lheir attitude toward Stalin whom
they have always idemtified with
the Soviet TInlon. There werse no
disputes among them as to what
was invalved in this reevaluation.

Union as such, i.e, as countries,
but that this difference has no'

bearing on the question of defeat-
iam.

Abramovich’s  argument
summary form is as follows:

tion of totalltarian politics™;

{2) A preliminary condition
for the wiolent overthrow of &
totalitarian regime is military de-
feat; thoereforse,

(3) “We must strive for the
most complete
tary defeat of the Stalinist re-
glme.”

“"From this it does mnot, of

courie, follow at all" contindes
atomization, dismemberment,
country or any of its various sec-

fight might and main against
this."

Lest some  innocent reader
faint with surprise at Abramov-

lest he conclude that therein lies
the crux of the differences be-
tween Abramovich and Dan, we
hasten to add that Dan, too, sup-
ports the thests of “wiclent over-
throw" (totalitarian regimes can-
not be overthrown in peace-time
or peacefully, they both agres).
THEY BOTH WANT

A "FPALACE REVOLUTION"

Furthermore, this “revolution”
fo ardently supported now by
Mensheviks is a “palace revolu-
tion.” Or, as Abramovich so apt-
ly puts it: “. . . Of all the forms
af wviolent overthrow of totalltar-
ian dictatorship the most proba-
ble appears to be that which bears
in gur literature the highly-qual-
ified label of ‘palace revolution.’ "

And Abramovich swears that
Dan himself acknowledges that
“history, sad to say, has appar-
ently left no other way out save
for a palace revolition.' A Men-
ghevik sheds tears even when con-
fronted by “history” with such
& revolution!

Dan, however, is a pessimiat.
He warns against any illusions,
It would omply mean that “ansth-
er Bolshevik clique will come to
power.” That is why & different
“defeatist” approach is neceasary.
He does not want to walt for a
mililary defeat but secks rather
te liguidate Stalin's regime *“by
means  of  foner  forces” and
make the “revalution™ a lever for

(1) If war is the continuation
of politics by other means, then 3§
“totalitarian war is the continua-

d ruthless mili--

Abramovich, “that we want the -
bankruptcy or enslavement of our

tions. On the contrary, we willé &

lch's conversion to wviolence and .
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Second International in the pres-
ent lmperialist alaughter.

JW. Albarda, the former pres-
ident, was not present at the
conference, As an offlcial membear
of the Duteh governmment, he was
busy aiding the imperial cabinet
in repressing the workers and co-
lonial slaves of Holland., Henri

International became possible on-|
Iy in 1823" The smashing of the
capitalist class in Russin by the
oppresaed peasants and workers
meant nothing to Blum except an
adverse Influence on the power,
prestige, and finances of the bu.
repucracy of the Second Interna-
tional, |

de Man, who also resigned from

the Execcutive Committee to take| In comparison te “five years of

a similar job with the Belgian
government, was also absent. The
gilence of the Call on the actions
of these two renegades is one of
the hoary customs of the Second
Irternational: mever attack any
member whoe betrayve the working
class and takes a post o a bour-
geois gpovernment — who Knows,
you may be the next to get an
offer,

The agenda drawn up by the
gecretary, Freidrich Adler, was
“ahandoped” without any discus-
sion whatsoever “in view of the
complete modification of the clr-
cumstances brought about by the
war' and the conferénce listened
to & report by W. Keto on the
gituation in Finland and a report

Abramovich agrees with Blum.

eomplete paralysis and four years
of barren efforts, internal dissen-
sion and split” & lapse of five
months was ool a real interrup-
tion at all,

Both Abramovich and Blum
then join in chorus that after all,
tooked at in a certain light, there
wasn't any interruption whatso-
ever. Contact between all the
gections of the L.5.I was “pever
for o moment broken" and the
seasions of the Executive Com-
mittee at Brussels really consti-
futed a g'enuinc session of the In-
ternational “if not im a formal
sense then in substance.” And if
there was a little delay, such de-
lay is accounted for by “war time
difculties.”

of the delegate of Lthe Bund on the

Az for the "unity” displayed at

pletely silent about “the profound
discussion” on the internxtion=al

situation. Reporting the wiews of
thia meeting, at which represent-
Devere  Allen

ative sat unani-

mentioned by the speakers sinee
no one represents such countries
in the Second International. Only
labhor aristocracies breed Secomd
International parties.

Greet the Delegates
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Socialist Workers Party
at the DINNER

Sunday, April 7, 1940

All reservations must
be in not later than
Saturday, April 8
Call ALgonguin $-8547
or mall reservations to
1168 Uniwverslty FPlaco.
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March 28 in Tokyo the British
ambassador, - Sir Robert Craigie,
declared in a specch to delighted
Japanese dignitaries that Japan
and Britain are “ultimately striv-
for the same objective—
namely, lasting peace and the
pregervation of our institutions
from extrancous and subversiva
imfluences,” He aaw Bo insuper-
able obstacle to the establishment
of “full harmony" in the national
policies of the two countries.

On March 31, the financlal
pages of the New York Times
carrled a report unpublished
elsewhere of a remarkable dead
between the British and Japan-
sk governments involving the
sale of about 1,003,000 barrels
of crude oll produced by British
compantes in Iran to Japan
One cargo of 100,000 barrels s
already enroute, the Tinws sald.
Since up until now Japan has
done most of Its oil buying In
Californis, oews of the trans-
actlon has produced sngry mut-
terings in Washington.

It scems very definltely to sug-
geat that the British and the Jap-

anese are striking a néw bargain,
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States and destined, the Britlsh
belisve, for Germany.

The Japanese, for thelr part,
have much to gain and little to
loze. They will be able to coptin-
ue ungeating Britaitn from stra-
tegic posilions in China and at
the same time play off the Bri-
tish againmst the Americans, and
the Russlans against both the
others., For the Japanese it §s a
bréak in the almost total diplo-
matic isolation In which they

Stalin-Hitler pact was signed.

For the American war-plan~
ners, 1t i another dose of the
HBritlah doublé-cross which they
kad to swallow In 1952, when
the British supported the Jap-
ancge lnvasion of China for the
same reason that they helped
nourish Hitler—as & weapon
agalnat the Soviet Union.

In thess ciroumatances, the
spring maneuvers of the U.5. Pa-
cific feet may constitute & warn-
ing to Eritaln no less than to
Japan, a warnlng that American
imperialism this time intends to

play its own hand in its owo way,
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have been languishing asince the|

Abramovich reminds Dan that
Dan himself ‘wanta with all his
heart a debacle and a defeat for
Stalin in his brutal asssult on
Finland."

DIFFER ON FOEMULA
FOR DEFEATISM

Why, then, have these good
friends aplit? And after all these
years! They have a principled dif-
ference. At least Dan claims 1t
is. Abramovich, on the contrary,
brands as artificial Dan's “at-
tempt to construct zome sort of
difference between 'principled de-
featism’ which he (Dan) advo-
cates towards Hitler, and some
other kind of defeatism, appar-
ently ‘tactical” defeatism . . . in
reflation not only to the Soviet
Union asz a country but even (o-
wards the Stalinist regime (1)
which oppresses the country.”
(The ironie exclamation Is Abra-
movich'a ) Abramovich, it ap-
peara, holds that there is only
ong Kind of defeatism. Dan ar-
gues there are various kinds, Ab-
ramovich is ready to concede to
Dan that there is a “difference”
between Germany and the Soviet
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od mugt serve us but 50 a3 not
valnly 1o obscure controversial is-
BUes, §o a8 not to cover up semi-
assertions, immedintely accompa-
nied by gualifications; s0 as not
to linger and temporize, which
only paralyzes action . . . Ouwr
times demand forthright anaswers
to the accursed gquestions. It is
impermissible under the cloak
of ‘dialectics’ to cover up lapses
and irreconcilable contradictions
in one’s own position . . . It is im-
permissible to see in Soviet Rus-
gia & totalitarian state . . . aod
al the same fime {0 seek in this
social order of state slavery ‘el-
ements of Bocialism' which must
be ‘sustained’ until the world so-
cial revolution. It b8 Impermissible
to want the defeal of the Soviet
Union in the war againgt Fin-
| land—and at the same time, with
glaring inconaistency, to insist on
la subtle distinetion between the
|two aggressors . . . advocating
towards one of them, the Third
Heich, priocipled defestism, and
towards the other, the Soviet Un-
ion, a restricted, temporary and
conditional defeatism.™
What style! What thought!




