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John L. Lewis: An Independent Labor Party Is What the Workers Wi;m_t

]

Dear Brothers John L. Lewis, Hillman, etc. :

You boys are the hig shots in the CIO, but don’t let it
go to your head.

We put you where you are, us workers m the plants.

As leaders of the C1O, you are supposed to carry out
the wishes of the men who put you there for that purpose.
We expect you to listen—and then act. .

Labor today is at the crossroads. The hoss politicians,
Republicans and Democrats, the Hoovers and Roosevelts,
have given us a swift kick out the hack door.

Roasevelt threw us a few crumbs to keep us quiet, and
now he has gone visiting where the grass is greener, where

Morgans and DuPonts and Rockefellers and their like,

The Democrats and the Republicans have not solved our
problems, There 15 still unemployment, still misery, sull
starvation in the midst of plenty.

WE'RE TIRED OF LICKING THE BOOTS OF
CAPITALIST POLITICIANS. _

WE WANT A LABOR PARTY! WE WANT A
PARTY MADE UP OF THE ORGANIZED WORK-
ERS, WITH A PROGRAM FOR THE WORKIERS.

Roosevelt has launched a program of bullets mstead of
bread, guns instead of jobs, war instead of security.

We want an INDEPENDENT Labor Party to launch a
program of jobs instead of guns, bread instead of bullets!

It’s high time you boys stopped hanging around the
kitchen door of the White House, looking for scraps like
homeless mongrels, and went out among the mass pro-
duction workers and organized a Labor Party!

We've had our fill of Democrats and Republicans. Na-
tionally they have both flopped. In Michigan they have
hoth been wallowing in one of the most shameful cesspoals
of corruption and graft this country has ever seen.

In the city of Detroit there is nothing but filth, robbery,
cheating, stealing, on the part of the boss politicians. The
deeper the grand jury digs the worse it stinks,

The Detroit auto workers ought to launch an aggressive
political campaign to clean out the crooked boss politicians

and put in an INDEPENDENT PARTY OF LABOR,

Big Business holds sway. He is taking orders from the

- Socialist App

We need an administration
people, but an administration

that will not steal from the
that will get hold of the

exorbitant profits of the auto magnates, and provide with
that wealth, a job and a decent living for every worker.

We must do the same thing

from coast to coast!

That is what the auto workers want . . . a Labor Pariy.

How about it, boys? Will you go along with this pro-

gram, or do we have to get a new set of leaders?

Fraternally yours,

Flint, Mich.

Fred, from Final Assembly

eal

Official Weekly Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International

Vol, IV, No. 14

— prr—
e —
—

—

'NEW YORK, N. Y., APRIL 6,

Cl0

Union Shop
Maintained
On Subways

]

Transport Workers
Force La Guardia to
Honor Union’s Pact

Mayor LLa Guardia an-
nounced Tuesday, after a con-
ference with John L. Lewis
and the negotiating committee
of the Transport Workers Un-

won, that New York City| they - aciir et
’ ey had to go out on strike to sectire recognition and a d
, . . . . Cudill t of pages for the next five years, Al SATE. ney Hillman and Phillip Murray,
would  honor t.h" contracts| half-way decent contract. And in spite of the magnificent | o0 p?:kapta;g-n iﬁﬁ;r::a:“:::trtﬂr;:ﬂfﬂ:&a&‘ J;::a;:‘yri':'; ;ﬂﬂ disputes as to Interpretation of |2 E'-I"M . ) e i mfm . rna-'_
held by the union with the| struggle the Briggs workers put up, they STILL HAVE | rups» ' " o the contract shall be submitted to|  onee-powerfyl mipt?:niugediif o
rapid transit lines shortly to be| NOT SOLVED THE,PROBLEM OF SECURITY, nor, | = ————e e . Grbitration. i | istion alomg its original liges, X ﬁ;uh_:a_ ‘workers t:: confident_in
ured - that” the organization

Lo -
taken over by the oty.

The mayor's agreement was
mcorporated in a letter to Lee
Pressman. General Council of
the CIO,

This substantial victory of
the union was achieved only as
a result of the solidarity and
determination displayved by the

Transport Waorkers of this ci-
ty and their threat to tie up
the whole transportation sys-
tem if the city would not recog-
nize their union and continue the

contracts which they previously
won from the transit companies,

Attempted to Crawfish

For the past week, since John
L. Lewis had his firat conference
with the mayor, city officials hawve
been engaged In o deliberate at-

tempt to erawfiah on the original
agreement with the union. |

As late as Tuesday morning
John H, Delaney, Chalrman of thei

The 30-Hr. Week Is

Way Out For Auto!

AUTO WORKERS! )
On April 17th, 150,000 General Motors workers go to
the polls, -

In every plant they are going to chalk vp an overwhelm-
ing victory for the United Automobile Workers, 701

But don't let a victory in the NLRB ballot lull
you into a false feeling of security!

You will still have to fight for every single bit
of progress you hope to make.

The workers of the Briggs plants in Detroit chalked up
huge majority for the C1O in their NLRB vote. But first

have they found a place for the thousands of unemployed
Briggs workers,

Just as big a majority was cast in favor of the CIO in
the Chrysler plants. But Old Man Keller locked them out,
andd conducted one of the most vicious anti-union came-
paigns in the history of unionism in the auto industry. And
when the CIO finally got out from under that lockout,
practically nothing was gained!

An NLRB victory will assure the auto workers of Gen-
eral Motors many advantages, that 15 true.

It will show the general public that the CIO DOES
represent the workers in GM; it will show the middle-of-
the-road elements in the plants that they will have to join
the CIO 1f they don't want to be out in the cold; it will go
a long way toward wiping out the AFL fakers.

BUT AN NLREB VICTORY WILL NOT GET YOU
SECURITY. '

The leadership of the Auto Workers union has been on
the defensive during the last year since the convention in
Cleveland. These leaders have been satisfied to try to hold
thir own. They have ignored the problem of unemployment,
they have ignored the demands of the rank and file for a
year-round guarantee of security, they have been fiddling
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FIVE (5) CENTS

ANDSLIDE EXPECTED IN AUTO
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LLA.W. pickets holding thelr ground agalnst the cops at the

OF 37

WP Convention
Opens |

nN.Y.

To Settle Dispute
And Map Campaig

on Russian Question |
n of Trade Union Work

ers Party this week.

comrades from the Golden Ga

party are automobile workers
from Michigan, sailors and
longshoremen from the West
| Coast and the Gulf, teamsters
trom the Mid-West area, steel

Over a hundred delegates and alternates are making their
wiay to the special national convention of the Socialist Work-

‘and from Oregon down to Texas are converging on New
York for the opening of the convention on April 5.
Among those representing the various branches of the

Coming by automobile, by rail, by ship, by thumb,

te all the way to New England|

| bring messages of solidarity from

those who are already in the front
line trenches of the workers' fight
apainst war,

: agreement which provides that

Bridges Gives Bosses
Notorious ‘Peace’ Plan

Everything To Be
Arbitrated; Bosses
Are All For It

SAN FRANCISCO, Mar. 298
Harry Bridges' much-ballyhooed
"five years peace plan™ waa pre-
sented to the Pacific Coast Wa-
terfront Employers Association
here Tucsday,

The Bridges proposal is to in-
corporate present terms of the
longshoremen's contract into an

there shall be no strikes or stop-

Bosses Like It

[f the barrage of Stalinist pro-

ppeganda for this kind of “perce”
fooled any maritime workers,
they were quickly disilusioned.
The waterfront employers ae-
cepted the prioeiple of the plan
without a moment’s hesitation. In
fact, Frank P. Foizle, president
of the employers nssociation, let
the cat out of the bag by reveal-
ing where this "peace plan™ real-
Iy originated. He boasted:

“Last June we (the employ-
erd) proposed extension of the
contract including the seven
polnts upon which Mr. Bridges
bases his new peace formula.
We have, therefore, been sdyvo-
cating a similar plan for nine
mronths"”

Everything Arbitrated!

Bul even these points, part of
the present comtract, are to he
subject to arbitration in actuality.
For, az Bridges stated in his let-
ter:

“The seven fundamental
points {are) to be sobject o

fots.

ILWU Convention
Opens; Militants
For Marine Unity

PORTLAND, Ore, April .'l—-I
The convention of the Interna-
ticnal Longshoremer and Ware-
hougemen's Union {CTIO), oprEned
in North Bend today, with this
West Coast union faced hy two
major problems:;

1. The drive of Pacific Coast wa-
terfront employers to shackle
the unions with compulsory ar-
bitration for the next five

Ao preparation for a show-down

fight with the bosses, '

When the Maritime Federation
was founded in 1835 with Harry
Lundeberge of the Sallors Union
as its first president, it was based
on the seven maritime unions di-
rectly imvolved in marine trans-
portation—longshoremen, marine
firemen, sallors, marine cooks,
radic operators, marite engin-
eers, and masters, mates and pil-

Stalinists Broke Unity
But then, during the “Popular

Front™ days, the Staliniats flood-

ed the federation with old-line
eraft unions and newly-organized
agricultural set-ups so that they
could get a safe voting majority |
for their class-collaboration poli-
cy. Thereby the Stalinists dealt a
heavy blow to the fighting uniky
of the marine unions, driving out
of the federation the powerful
Sailors Union of the Pacific, an
branches of the Marine Firemen,
and the Masters, Mates & Pilots,

In the present “maritime” fed-
eration remain  longshoremen,

VOTE

[Main Fight

Still Ahead
At G. M.

Main Problems To
Be Fuced After
Election

DETROIT—The campaign to
roll up a landslide vote for the
United Automobile Workers, CIO,
in the coming NLRE elections in
the Genernd Motors plants will
reach its high point in huge ral-
lies to be held here and in Flint,
April 6 and 7. John L. Lewis, Sid-

Identitisd with the great sit-
downs which defeated General
Motors In 1837 will become their
sole representative in bargaining
with the corporation after April
17. That organization is the CIOQ.

There is no gquestion 1o the
mind of any informed person here
that the stri ke-breaking, dual-um-
ion outfit affiliated with the AFL
will Be completely washed out by
thi: wote of the aute workers.
Such a verdiet at the elections
will be in complete conformity
with the prevailing situation in
the plants where the AFL repre-
sents an insignificant minority of
the workera.

* The Final Touch

Those few workers who still
had faith in the AFL after itg
¥years of disruption and treachery

(See Editorial on the UAW
and General Motors on page
four.)

to the auto workers were quickly
disillusioned by the publicity is-
aued by the swivel-chair lanbar
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tee showed how this resolution € = Ye § ume to marc IH' cad. rell Dobha. PAS. ; creasing the effectiveness of thel|that arise. Yet during that period Want Original Federation precious little to say. But if noth- K
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congiderad  to bhe “inconsisbeny
with statulory conditions.”

Mayor Passed the Buck
It was obvious to all that the
mayor had merely passed the,
buck to John H. Delaney, chair-|
man of the Board of Transporta-
lion, in an attempt o get the
heat off himself. It was obvious
that the mayor was just stalling
the union and getting ready once
again to doublecross the trans-
port workers of this eity.
The unign answered in the only
language that union-busters ever
(Cantinped on Page 2)
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Fight for the 30 hour week at 40 hours pay!

Your leaders have put this demand on the sheli. Tomor-
row, they say, they will ask for it. Is the 30 hour week
not needed today? Ave they afraid to ask GM for what
the workers must have?

But you are not afraid! You fought GM to a standstill
in the glorious sitdowns of 1937,

You know that GM made a probt of $183,000,000 in
39, while thousands walked the streets, locked out by the
profitecring Sloanes and DuFonts,

Auto workers!—you have been on the defensive long
enough. Give the command to FORWARD MARCH—
FOR THE 30 HOUR WEEK AT 40 HOURS PAY!
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balance sheet of this discussion
and place the party on record for
the duration of the war with e-
gard to this all-important stand,
which has been a testing-stonme
for the nternational wror e lng
class sinec the outbreak of the
Russian Revolution in MNeowvem-
ber 1917,
Internationnl Report

Another highlight of the con-
vention will be the report on the
progress of tho Fourth Inferna-
tional under the conditions of war
perseculion and censorship. Fra-
Jternal  delegates are expected
fram war-ridden countries to

trade unions, will undoubtedly
give direction to the deliberations
of the copvention.

The rank and file of the party
has, in the pre-convention disous-
s10n, sbowed that while ita com-
cern with theoretic problems fs
deeply rooted, It I8 anxious to
continue the already suceessfully-
begun work of pepetrating wide
layers of the American working
class with its program of transi-
tional demands. Hand in hand
with determining its po=ition with
regard to the Sowviet Union, on
which two main tendencies have

Workers of General Motors,
Lid., of Bombay, India, won
wage Inereases of ten to filteen
pereent in a strike lasting thir-
teon days in February.

Over 1,000 workers in the
Mant, organized in the Gener-
al Motors Workers Union, went
oul on strike on Fehruary 8,
demanding wage increnses bhe-
cause of the increased cost of
living brosght about hy the
wir. Pickets blocked roads
leading to the factory and pre-
venteld seabs from entering the
plant. After two weeks of this,

Stalinists launched a campaign
against It before the ILWU con-
vention cpened, Mat Meshan, O.P,
hatchet mon, led off with o slan-
derous attack in the Mareh 28
"Voice of . the Federation,” in
which ke had the gall to charae-
terize this goneral rank and file

But all this is like the red cape
Lo infuriate the bull-—behind it is
a treacherous piece of steel. Saya
the AFL Weekly News Service:
"The CIO Communist leadership
has involved the auto workers in
a 2ea of troubles. It has alienatél
public respect and public confi-

sentiment as an “attempt to dis-
rupt the TLWTI"

The BStalinists expect a safe
mafority at the convention. But
it will take more than the formal

the stevedores up apd down the
cost imolated from their brothers

(Continued on Page 2)

the company gave i
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in the other maritime unions,

authority of their office to Keep|

o Y W A A U ) v s A il R

dence. It has taken milllons of
‘dollars out of your pockets hy
way of .costly and needless

[strilees. It has not tried to organ-

ize a unlon for vou. It has tried
io mobilize you for a revolution.”

Hepeatls Boss Lies

MNo auto worker would have to
iContinued on Page 2)
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