B

EL

Uy

MARCH 23, 1940

WLATROR WITH A WHITE SKIN

CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF
WHERFE, LABOR WITH A BLACK
EKIN 153 BRAMNDED® — KARL

The MARX,

Negro Question
By J. R. JOHNSON

{This column is written by Robert L.
Birchman in comrade Johnson's absence.)

In blasting the myth that this war is a conflict
between the “totalitariane” and the “demofra-
cies,” we have often pointed out that British
democrocy, such ag it is, iz limited to the small
white minority of the British Empire’s popula-
tion of five hundred millions. English’ law and
legal procedurs is one thing; the laws dictated
by Englishmen to the colored populations of the
Empire is something else again. England's Privy
Council has recently made this distinction with
brazen clarity in connection with the laws gov-
erning one of the colonies, Sierra Leone in British
Wesat Africn, The story I8 worth telling.

At the seasions of the British-dominated Legis-
tative Councll in May, 1938 & series of bills were
passed, providing for the deportation of undesir-
able subjects, for the punishment of “seditious
acts”” and prohibiting the publication and dis-
tribution of “undesirable literature,” Under these
ordinances there will be no writ of habeas eorpus
and “mo other process calling in gquestion the
legality of any order made under these ordinances
shall bave any effect.™

One of the main purposes of these ordinances
is to guard against political activity in the armed
forces. There was a mutiny among the native
soldiers of the colony last summer, and cleven of
them were court-martialled. They received sen-
tences of from seven {0 ten years penal servitude,
Unrest is widespread among the industrial work-
ers, the eivil services and the armed forces, This

accounts for the large number of white troopa
stationed In Freetown.

The introduction of this dictatorial legislation
aroused tremendous opposition among the people
and thousands of natives demonstrated on the
opening day of the legislature. The demonstrators
represented the Trade Union Congress, the Na-
tional Congress, Christian League, Citizens Com-
mittee, Weat Africa Bar Association, ete., apd
was the largest ever seen in Freetown. But the

ordinances were pushed through the legislature
in spite of this overwhelming sentiment.

Political Persecution of

Wallace Johnson

The persecution under these ordinances of Wal-
lace Johnson, secretary of the West African
Youth Lengue and of the Sierra Leone Trade Une
lon Congreas, indicates the function of this legis-
lation, At the oulbreak of the war Johnson was
subjected to “preventive arrest™ His home was
raided, his books conflacated and he was im-
prisoned for the duratien of the war, For under
these ordinances the governor has the power to
order the arrest of any native whom he considers
undesirable, A8 4 trade union organiZer, he was
rmast "undesirable” to the British colonlal officials,

“Freventive arrest”™ without any crime charged
wias perhaps too much like MNazl procedure. The
asuthorities declded to justify thelr persecution of
Johnson by coovicting him of a “crime.” He was
therefore convicted of sedition by the West Af-
rican Court of Appeal for having written in the
Gold Coast Spectator an article, "Has the African
a GGod." .

Voicing the indignation of the natives of West
Africa agalnst the imperialists, Johnson had
writien:

“Personally I belleve the European has a
God in whom he believes and whom he is
representing in his Churches all over Africa.
He believes In the god whose name 1s spelt
Deceit, He belleves in the God whose law ia
Fe strong®; you most weaken the weak. Ye
‘clvilized” Europeans, you must ‘clvilize” the
‘barbarous’ Africans with muachine guns, Ye
‘Christian® Enropeans you must “Christianize’
the ‘pagan’ Africans with bombs, polson gas-
o8, olc,

“In the colonies the Euwropeans bolieve in
the god that commands: “Ye administrators,
make Sedition Bl to heep the African
garped. Malke Forced Labor BIll 40 work the
Africans s slaves, Make Deportation (hrdin-
ance to send the Afrleans to exile whenever
they dare to question your aonthority, "

“Make an ordinance to grab hls money s
that he cannot stand cconomieslly. . . . Send
detectives to stay around the house of any
African who is agitating for national Inde-
pendence and If possible to round him up ln o
‘oriminal frame up® so that he could be kept
behind the bars."”

Two Kinds of “Law”

Johnson's conviction was appealed to England,
ts the Privy Council. In the argument on the ap-
perl, the Gold Coast Government contended that
publication of the article waa seditious in that it
brought the government into contempt and hat-
red, Johnson formally denied this, claiming that
his article was a fair expression of opinion on
matters of vital concern to the natives, His coun-
gel, arguing the legal lssue, contended that the
prosecution had to prove that the words com-
plained of were of such a nature as likely to inejte
violence. His eounsel baged his argument on ni=
merous citations from English and Scottish ecourt
decigions.

The judges of the Privy Council dismissed the
appenl, leaving Johnson convicted and subject to
penaltics. On what ground? On the ground that
the law of sedition for the colony I8 to be found in
the eriminal code of the Gold Coast and not in
English law! The colonial code, they sald, was
no doubt designed to suit the “circumstances™ of
the natives in the colony!

A clear-enough decislon, One law for the white
English; another law for the black natives. That
ig the foundation-stone of the British Empire:
open and brutal dictatorship over the overwhelm-
ing majority of the population of the British Em-
pire.
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. By SHERMAN STANLEY
Last week, in London's West-

and retired British civil servants

Governor General of Indin's pro-
vince of the Punjab,

Azad, crylng out that he was
acting in the name of Indiws
|fr¢eunm. alen wounded the Mar-
gquis of Zetland, Secretary of
State for India, and two others.

Feaders of the Socialist Appeal
know that our movement does
not support individual terrorist
[action which can never be a sub-
stitute for actiom on the part of
the people of Indla for their in-
dependence. But If ever a man
deservid the fate that was meted
put to him it was Sir Michasl
O'Dwyer. That s why we, op-
ponents of Lterroriam of this sort,

the Indian NMationalist Co
who instantly disowned Azad and
threw his fate into the hands of
the Eritish authoritics,
Who was Sir Michael O Dwyer?
It was he who, mare than amy-
ofe else, bears responsibility for
the worat massacre in India’s hig-
| tory—the - Amritsar massacre,
which takes ils place in world
history alongside the Bloody Sun-
day of Czar Micholas.

The Amritsar affair took place
on  April 13, 1818—almost 21
years ago. The Caxton hall as-
sasgination of last week was a
réminder to Britlsh imperializsm
that the memory of April 13,
1919 can pever be wiped out until
it has been fully avenged,

THE POST-WAR WAVE OF
REVOLT IN INDIA

After the last World War a
revolutionary wawve, stirred up
by the actions of the Russian
workera and peasants and by the
total failure of the Britiah to keep
their hypoeritical promises made
during the war in exchange for
support by India, held the country
in its grip. The Indian Nationalist
movement was progressing ra-
pidly. In the historic Punjabl clty
of Amritsar some 5000 Sikh
peasants and workers had gath-
ered on April 13 to listen to

a crowd of men women and
children—totally unarmed—mest-
ing in the city's open sguare
known as Jalllanwala Bagh.

minster district, & young Sikh
student and engineer named Ma-
homed Sing Azad interrupted a
meeting of high Indian officials

to put two bullets in the heart
of Sir Michasl O'Dwyer, former

Mationalist #kitators. They were |

S

O’Dwyer, the Butcher of Amritsar,
Meets His Fate In London

OCIALIST

Suddenly a contingent of Bri-
tish soldiérs, with a few profes-
rionnl Indian troops, under the
command of Brigadier General
Dver appeared. They had been
gent by Sir Michael O'Dwyer Lo
“regtore order.” These men werse
posted at the only exit to the
walled-in square. Without warn-
ing—as General Dyer later boast-
ed—they began to fire into the
crowd, Before the slaughber was
fover S0 lay dead and 1,200 were
|wounded. Then the brave gemeral
withdrew.

The mext day, as part of his
admitted project of “striking ter-
ror into the whole of the Punjab™,
General Dyer issued his famous
“erawling order” compelling all
Indians to crawl on their hands
and knecs down the principal
itreet of Amritsar. Such wasz Bri-
tish imperinlism in action in the
summer of 1918!

of Independence of 1857 had the

the horrible massacre, At the
hearing both of these bloody im-
perialists defended and boasted of
thelr actions. O'Dwyer assumed
full rwesponslbliity and claimed
that ke had saved therehy British

people,

Mever since India's first War |rated annually by India.

country been roused to sueh a |try to place the hangman's nooss
muat hasten to énergetically con- fury. Dyer and his boss, Sir Mi- |around the neck of Mahomed
demn Mahatma Gandhi and hi$ .pge) O'Dwyer had to be with- [Singh Azad, martyr in India's|
associates in the leadership of \grawn from India. Indian public |struggle. They have already hung

DEresd | oninion forced the creation of a |three members of the Irish Re-
Royal committee to investigate publican Army.

rule over the S00,000,000 Indian

MURDERERS WHITEWASHED |

BY BRITISH “DEMOCRACY®

After the trial had dragged on
for wyears, the inevitable white-
wash and verdicet of “not guilly”
was given., Dyer retired on & nice
pension and died in 1828, doubt-
lessly untroubled by the screams
of his victims, for had not the
Crown and Church of England
given him their blessings? As for
Sir Mlchael, he met his fate last
WK,

No event has made such an im-
pression wpon the Indian pm;ﬂt[
as the massacre of Amritsar, A
national memorial park has been
erepted on the site, to which
hundreds of thousands of Indian
fightera for freedom come every
year. Jallianwalia Day—a day
upon which the memory of those
who died io the cause iz honored
|and & renewed pledge to struggle
|for freedom I3 taken—is celeb-

The British will unquestionably

| Action of the English working
|claga can save Azad. Our com-
rades In Enogland, the British
| Fourth Internationalists, have al-
ready begun a campaign o his
| behalf.

Defend Azad from the British
hangmen !

BOSE WARNS OF
COMING CIVIL
WAR IN INDIA

(Continued from FPage 1)
have been engaged in a bitter
struggle for over a vear. Gandhi
and his die-hard rght wing aup-
porters have bent every effort to
isolate Bose and strip him of hia
POWers,

But Boze, supported by the jute
workers of his home city of Cal-
cutta, has fought back. Bose gave
a clear astatement of the platform
arcund which he is seeking to
overthrow the dead welpght of
Gandhi and his crowd, .

Bose explained that bhe diffe
with Gandhi on three fundamen-
tal points: (1) The left-wing of

ward Bloe, wants complete im-
dependence from Greatl Britain,
(2] Gandhi, at best, would take
Dominion Status within the Bri- |
tish Empire; Gandhj wants to in-
defipitely postpone the campaign
for independence. Boss wants the
campalgn immediately launched.

APPEAL

(3) Finally, Bose—even though in
an extremely bewildered manner |
—ynderstamls that only socialism
and industrialization can solve In-
din's economic problems. To thia
Gandhi counterpoges his Utoplan
and reactionary “hobbles™ of re-
liglous worshig, handicraft in-
dustry, prohibition, etc, The aim
of these sthémes I to return
Tndia to a stage which it haed
reached about 3,000 years ago.

The Ramgarh session of the
Congress may well be of decisive
importance for India’s nationaliat
movement, Wi it result in a

Tessive eléments
way? In next week's issue of the
Soclalist Appeal we will have a
lengthy article on the results of

the Congress, known as the For-

this historic Congress session.

Pi_gs and Bosses

A Sailor's Story

The stench of pigs is over the
ship. A head wind blows the foul
smell aft into the crew’s quartera.
Four hundred hogs are penped in
between the bridge and the poop
of the port deck of the 58 HAP-
TLANMI, a freighter bound for
Honolulu.

The pig-man, a weather-beaten
Hand from the wide open spaces,
feeds and waters the pigs, and
shovels pig droppings over the
i side.

Friday night; the wind is blow-
ing up and the barometer iz go-
ing down. The weather report 1s o
storm warning,

Snturday, before dawe, the firat
sea came Aboard and knocked
down the after end of the pig-pen,
The pigs stampeded o the poop
|deck. The setond mate called the
captain, who called the mate, who
called the bosun, carpenter, day-
man and pig man, who, tegether
with the watch on deck began
herdiog pigs.

At dawn the wind is blowing a
gale, The captain is driving the
ship full speed into the storm and
making dirty weather of it. Con-
tinual sprays, driven with sting-
ing force, pell and soak every-
i thing on deck. The pigs are
squawHing.

A sea koocks down the forward
wall of Lthe pig-pen. The wrecking-
crew, with hammers, noils and
ropes, arc on the job again for a
couple hours, They go below soak-
ing wet for breakfast. A blg wave
knocks the hell out of the entire

pen. The wet crew 18 on deck;

agaln.

This time they atack up the
pieces and begin to build anew.
All morning they labor in a howl-
ing wet gale,

During dinner the pen, origin-
ally put together in Frisco with
{dunnage, rope yarns and nails, a
smashed to pieces. The crew, still
goaking wet, turns oul cursing
{eaptain for not slowing down.

| The captaln, fatter than the
Hiattest hog and much louder,

| day the storm rages. The captain

pigs! Goddamned pigs!" He hates
to slow down the ship. The waves
are getting higer. It's elther slow
down or have the pigs washed ov-
erboard, He slows down with
curses,

The crew works all afternoon
and finally put up a strong pen.
The piga are wet and miserable.
Omne has two broken legs, Another
has an eye goupged out, A grue-
apme sight.

The captain speeds up the ship.
The propelior races madly. The
stern bounces up  and  down,
shakes, gquivers and vibrates. One
moment your gula are plastered
up against your ears, the next in-
gtant they shool down toe your
knees. There 18 an awful din as
the giaot turbines hum and whine,
the steering gear grinds back and
forth, leaking steam valves hizs
and scream, lockers rattle cl"ﬁ-?-i]f|
while the water-logged crew brics
|t rest in fitterbugging bunks.

Thru the night and all day Sun-

drives the ship into the teeth of
the gale. Salt slinging wet spray
in gale-driven showers makes a
minute on deck mizerable. And
there sland the piga cold afd
wet, taking an awful beating.

The seq is making up big. Huge
waves, growling and hissing, 1ift
the ship up into the sky and then
plunge it down ioto the ocean.
Some of the crew are sea-sick,
gome have headaches, and some
are constipated.

Just after dark & blg wave hits
the starboard corner of the after-
house, What a smack! Everyhody
eomes out on the run. The star-
boord lifeboat i3 smashed, The
dining salopn 8 wrecked. The
wave amashed thru the heavy oak
storm ports and knocked off the
inside wall panels. The place is
awash with broken glasses, ¢hina,
ketehup bottles and mustard jars

Luckily only five of the three
hundred and fifty carboys of acid
on the starboard deck are over-
turoed.

The captain heaves the ship to,

h;-eepn grunting, "Goddamned

while all hands secure looZe Fear

and c.a.'rgﬂ, The spray stops flying
and the decks bogin to dry. After
three hours work (no overtime)
the crew go below.

The break of a new day sees
the ship driving ahead. The cold,

wet spray is fiving. The pigs lie to-
gether ahivering like bowls of jel-
ly. They are too tired to get up off
the wet deck, Too tired even to
get up and eat brealfast. They
lig in three daye accumulation of
dung. The stench s terrific. The
plg-man refuses to disturb the
plgs to clean the pen. Phew! What |
a stink! With a tired crew anrjl
five theusand dollars damage the
ship arrived thirty-two hours late.
The ghip could have arrived o few
hours later but without any dam-
age. Why did the captain digre-
gard good seamanship and com-
mon gense to endanger the ahip.:
cargo and crew? Pressure from
the office to maintain & schedule.

What is this schedule that must
be kept at any cost? Is it a new
religion? A disease of the mind?
Or just plain stupidity ?

Before the depression the upper
classes flocked to Europe by the
thousands. Abysmally ignorant nfl
the socinl aclences, they were ens-
ly taken in by the les and hypot-
ricies that mask the rotten soclal
structure of Europe.

They cameg back ra.ving; aboul
“that wonderful man Mussolini.
He makes the ftrains run on
time!" This they repeated like

gplit, with the radical and prog-|.
s gofmg - thdr ot | -

S . ——
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STALIN IN FINLAND

(Continued from Page 1)

Joining Finland, Christian E. Guenther, Bwedish Foreign Minister,
showed that the Allied proposal to send troops to Finland was
designed more for the purpose of getting at Germany than to
assure Finland's independence. To a certain extent Guenther ia
correct. But another primary motive of the Allles in eending
troops to Finland would be to inflict a defeat on the Red Army,
if possible, and if not, to keep Stalin busy so that he would not be
in 4 position to help Hitler,

Why Hitler Wanted the Peace

It can be presumed that oot only did Hitler agree to peace
between the Soviet Unlon and Finlapd but he was actually press-
ing for it. While his general alm is to involve Stalin in a military
conflict with the Allies, he obviously is of the opinion that, at this
particular moment, Stalin can be of greater service to him if the
Boviet Union {8 at pegce, He was also anxious to avold war in
Sweden, for hostilities there meant a chance of having his supply
of iron ore and other material cut of,

Mor 1a ke very anxious lo sce Stalin entrench himself too
strongly in the Baltic, for he realizes that any increase in the
defensive strength of the Soviet Union makes his future task all
the more difficult. However, his all-important problem 18 to defeat
the Allies, He i8 perfectly willing to grant Stalin defensive posl-
tions if thereby the Nazl war machine ean only achieve ita main
purpose at this moment.

What the Soviet Union Lost

. It would be folly to deny that the defensive position of the
Soviet Union, in a military sense, has been strengthened. But it
would be greater folly not to realize that the defense of the Soviet
Union depends primarily, not upon military strategic factors, but
upon the sympathy of the masses throughout the world. Through

the invasion Stalin bBrought discredit upon the Sovief Union; he

deatroyed the sympathy of the masses for the Soviet Union and
tied them more firmly to the capitalist world. The loss to the
Soviet Union because of that is far greater than the gains
achieved In a milltary-atrategic way.

Mo onge except the misled people who blindly fallow the Stalin-
ist parties believed the absurd statements made by the Kremlin
that Finland threatened to Invade the Soviet Union and no one
except those same people believe now that the Soviet-Finnish
peace treaty is a tremendous victory for peace, as is claimed by
Moscow and, of course, by the Daily Worker.

If and when the Allied imperialists should succeed in defeating
Hitler and proceed with settling accounts with Stalin, or if the
Allies should decide to invade the Soviet Union before defeating
Hitler, it will b¢ & thousand times more difficslt to arouse the

fmasses in opposition fo such a war, Btalin has destroyed the |
faith of millicns in the Soviet Union and has once more shown

Ehat the Stalinist burcavcracy is weakening the Soviet Union.

Stalin Is Not the Soviet Union

Milliona of workera do not make the diatinetion that should be
made between the Stalinpist bureaucracy and the Boviet Tnfon.
Stalin acts in the same manner as Hitler and from that they

draw the false conclusion that the Soviet Union i3 the same as

Germany. We condemned the invasion because we knew before-
hand that no matter what victories the Red Army would gain,
the Soviet Union would lose in the esteem of the working masses,
because the masscs, repelled by the invasion, would tend also to
become Indifferent or even hostlle to the Soviet Unlon,

But we were staunch in our defense of the Soviet Union and
favored the victory of the Red Army againat the Finnish capital-
ist army representing the Imperialist world. Recognizing that na-
tonalized atll exlsts in the Soviet Union we muast de-
fend it in any war agalnst a capltalist nation, All that one has to
ask 18 what would have been the result of 4 defeat of the Red
Army In Finland ? Nationalized property would have been cndan-
gered and that is what we defend both against imperialism and
agaiost the Stalinist bureaucracy.

Has not the Stalinist bureaucracy atrengthened itself because
of the victory of the Red Army? Perhaps, yes, temporarily. But
would not the Soviet Union be In danger If the Red Army had
been defeated? We repeat what we have said 3 thousand times.
The task of destroying the Stalinist burcaucracy s a privilage
andl & duty which the workers must reserve for themselves and
not assign to the Imperialists.

“Stalinist Imperialism” Theory Blasted

How will those profound theoreticians—ithe Socialist party,
the Lowvestoneltes and their similars—justify their theory of
Stalinist imperialism ? Undoubtedly they will make all kinds of
gyrations to show that they are correct, but anyone who is not
blinded by hatred of Stalin can easily sée that what he is after
primarily I8 to obtain defensive footholds. It is well-nigh impoa-
gible to explain what he has done thus far on the basis of the
theory that he has entered into a partnership with Hitler to
divide the British Empire or even (some have said it') the whole
world, Of course people do not have to consider facta; they cam
let their desires and imaginations run away with them, Bul then
these people are not Marxists,

And when the Bupreme Counctl of the Sovict Unfon will meet
it will undoubtedly nationalize industry in that section of Finland
ceded to the Soviet Union by the peace terms. It is true that this
will be done in a bureaucratic manner and to that extent it is
not what we want, But as against permitting industry to remain
under capltalism, even bureaucratic nationalization Is progressive,
Let the middle-class demoerats howl about “Stalinist imperial-
ism," but Marxists will continue to make a distinction between
imperialism and a degenerated workers' state which, when it
adncxes territory, takes property away from imperialism apd
narrows the bagse of world imperialism,

No one can say with certainty when and under what condl-
tions the Boviet Union will find itsclf at war. Al that our party
states is: whenever the Soviet Union will be at war with any
capitalist country we shall call upon the workers of the world to
defend it because in doing s0 we are defending the firat conguest
of the World Revolution. For workers everywhere the main en-
emy is imperialism. The workers must do their utmost to de-
stroy Lhe power of the Stalinist buresucracy precisely in opder to
defend the Soviet Union most effectively,

parrots, until the entire boss-class
believed “trains op time’ to be &
madern miraele,

They proceeded to put this
mental aberration into practice
with religious fanaticlsm. Al
aorts of schedules were mapped
out, with speed the essential fac-
tor. Men were driven nuts trying
to make everything run on time,

Ehips were no exception. Cap-
tains ashore and afleat had to
maintain schedules or.else. That
is why ships are wretked and
sailors drowned when captains try
to make port in a fop, cross
treacherous bars in bad weather
and plunge full speed into storms.

The stench of plgs and bosses
get in our hair.

—3. . P. No. 3248
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(Reprinted from the “West
Coast Sallor,” March 1.)
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Bit During the
Soviet-Finn W ar

By PAUL G. STEVENS

Among the centrists today united in the so-
called “International Front Apainst War” (Brit-
ish Independent Labor Party, Lovestoneites,
French P.5.0.P, Dutch Revolutionary Socialist
Labor Party, ¢tc.), the Soviet-Finnish conflict has
orowght o the fore the deep contradictions which
have been latent among them for years.

Thus we read in the German edition of the
"Fromt's" information bulletin {January I1840}):
“Among adherents of the LF.A.W. who have had
an opportunity to discusa the question there are
divergent wviews with regard to the character
of the present regime in the Soviet Unlon." Some
consider it, we are told, as stil retaining the
character of a “progressive workers state.” Oth-
ers, that it is no longer a workers state, that
the bureaucracy {3 a pew exploiting class and

that therefore the workers should be for its dig-
feat. -

Some regard as motives for the war: the de-
8ire to strengthen the defense of Leningrad and
to find other military-strategic guarantees for
defense aghinst Germany as well as the Allles—
without excusing In the least Stalin's procedure
in realizing these motives. Others think that the
invasion of Finland is part of a preat plan of

conguest agreed upon by “Berlin-Moscow im-
perialism.”

Some recall the counter-revolutionary charme-
ter of the Finnish bourgeoisie under Manner-
heim, Others regard the “reslstance of the Fin-
nish people against the Russian attack as a Prie-
gressive natlonal war”, They believe that “the
Finnish proletariat must participate actively in
the defense of Finnish indeepndence, maintaining
their class independence in doing this, and de-
sire the defeat of the Ked Army.”

After setting forth the exlstence of the diver-
gent views in its ranks, the LF.A.W. presents a
regolution which contains the following main
point: “Begardless of our opinions ahout the
character of the present Kussian state (!) and
the motives for its invasion of Finland, that the
methods employed by Stalin against the Finnish
people must be condemned and atiacked as coun-
ter-revolutionary . . . the Hussian worklers ean
mot therefore be for the victory of the Russian
() Army In Finland, but must desire the immes
diate cessation of the war. For o peace without
annexations! For the immediate withdrawal of

Russian ireops from occupied territories!™ ote,
eka.

How Do They Do It?

How anyone who still regards Soviet Russin
a8 A workers atate and considers Mannerbeim's
Finland as an oulpost of world imperialism can

consistently be “against the victory of the Red

Army" in a struggle between the two is not ex-
plained. MNor can it be explained. For the cen-
trists are here trying to reconcile two opposing
class polots of view. :

How tintenable this posifion is has been re-
vealed by subsequent events. While the January
regolution strained itself to avold characterizing
the Sowviet Union in the terminology of Marxdsem,
and in order to avold commitments, speaks of
the “Russian” state and the “Russian™ army a
reaglution published” by the same poopie in Feb-
ruary throws all caution to the winds in this
reapect.

In “Independent News”, the English language
bulletin of the LF.AW. for February, we read
something entlrely different: “By appealing to
the argument of ‘strategic advantage” as a jus-
Lification for a wanton atteck againat a amadl
neighbor, Stalinist Russia puts itself in the cate-
gory of imperinlistic powers, | | "

Logical Result of Their Theory

Whoever gays "A™ must say “H'. Having dis-
covered that Soviet Hussia is an imperiallst state,
the LF.AW. now finds: "Because we sincerely be-
ligwe in the principles of nattonal aelf-determina-
tion, because we pecognize the disastrous effects
of Btalln’s invasion from the standpoint not only
of the Fionish people but alse of the Russian
people and of the ioternational working class
generally we sympathize with the Finnish strug-
gle againgt the Rosslan invader. Of that there
can be no doubt,"”

The new line permits their American section
{the Lovestoneites) and the Dutch (Soeevliet)
to howl in chorus with the bourgeois press
against “Soviet imperiallsm' and to identify the
Communist Party with the German-American
Bund, and to call for funds to be sent to Fin-
nish "“labor organizations”, that ia, to the social
democracy which i8 in cne blog with Mannerhelm.
However, it does not yet prevent the Scottish
Independent Labor Party from adopting a resolu-=
tion which gpoes againat the grain of this whole
tine: the latter, adopted &t a conference on Jan-
uary 20-21 says:

“This conference, reviewing the events which
led up to the present situation in Finland, con-
demns the foreign policy of the Russian govern-
ment.

“We warn the workers, however, to ba on
guard against the iotensive propaganda in which
world capitalism secka Lo canalize opinion agalnst
Russia, . . .

“We Lherefore resolve to oppose the formation
of a capitalist block against Russia and cobsider
that we can best assist the workers and peasanis
of Russia by concentrating our energies againat
the capitalist, imperialist enemy at home."”

The Finnigh-Soviet war iz concluded. But the
imperialist war goes on, In this war, the class
lines come boldly to the forefvont. Within the
waorkers” camp, in this war, 18 the Boviet Unidon
which, despite Stalin and hls degenerated bureaii-
cracy, still retains the main economic conquests
of the October revolution. Any attempt to alur
over this fact, any attempt to And compromise
formulas that reconecile two opposing class atil-
tudes, are bound to shatter on the rocks of lv-
ing reality, That iz why centrism is doomed to
disintegration. That ig why one wing of the LF.
AW, must of necesaity go over to the camp of
the treacherous social democracy. That iz why
another wing must approach ever closer Ehe posi-
tiong of tha Fourth Imternational. The actions of
the Lowvestopeites, Bneevliet and company, om
the one hand, and of the Scottish IL.P. on the
cther, are merely portents of this trend.
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