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Negro Question
y J. R. JOHNSON=

The Republican Party has issued a statement
on ity policy for the election in 1840. It is not too
early for the Megroes to begln a careful con-
gideration of the programs and candidates at the
coming election,

The Republican party for years masgueraded as
the frlend of the Negro. To quote Frederick
Douglas' famous words, “The Republican Party
is the déck and all else is the sea” People have
claimed that the adherence of the Negro to this
particular position for so many vears is proof of
the Megro's backwardness, stupidity, and inepti-
tude for politics, It wis nothing of the kind, Hers
again the Negro has heen vilely slandered.

Why Negroes Backed Republicans

After the Clvll War, the Negroes, contrary to
the general belief, Aocked fo the polls and lived
an Intense political life. Maturally they supported
the Republican Party. The Republican party was
the party of Lincoln; in it were revelutionary rad-
icals like Thaddeus Stevens and Sumner who agl-
tated for expropriation of the Southern landlords
amd “forty acres and a mule” for the Negroes,

¥ Within their limits, the Republicans, anxious to
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crush their rivala, played a progréssive role-—
small wonder that the Megroes voted for them.
This they did in unusually large numbers

Mot that they were not lempted, In Virginia,
for instance, the Southern landowners embraced
the doctrine of MNegro suffrage, and made an at-
tempt to win the Megro wvote. They posed as
friends of the Negroes and n addition to promises
they made threats: If the Negroes would not vote
a3 their Southern employers wished, they swore
to drive them from employment. This was a very
real threat, ederied out without merey. Bul in
those early days the Negroes would not be co-
erced. Some few Negroes were bribed and even
won elections againsl Republicans with the sup-
port of the Southerners. But the majority of the
KNegroes voted solidly for the Republican Parly,

.In faet, far from being apathetic about politics,
it wvas the political energy of the Megroes that
drove the old Southern landowning class into
suppressing the MNegro vobe gl all eosts.

In Virginia the whites outnumbered the Neg-
roes. Soon after the Civil Wayr they gained a po-
litical majority and confrolled the governrment.
They would not vote funds for public education
and insisted on the full payment of the interest
on a huge public debt. William Malone led a split
from the government party and rallied the poor
farmera and Lthe middle-classes agalnst the re-
aetionaries. The Negroes voted in gpreat numbers
for Malome.

'd‘r His parly, the Readjusters, was returned with

[
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a majority and, backed by the middle classes, and
the poor, white and black, Malone reduced the
public debt and raised the appropriations for pub-
lic education. The Southern landowners saw Lhat

this combination of the pooreér classes, bolh black |

and white, meant death for them. They sought for
the weakest link In the chain of thelr enemies
and found it in the slogan against “Black Dorme-
ination.” With this slogan, and by intimidation
and terror, they split Lthe ranks of their enemles
and regained power. ’

Active in Populist Movement

Mear the ¢nd of the century, the JFopuliat
movement asserted itaseif. Onee again the Megro
farmera rallled to it. The reactionaries used the
old tactics of “Black Domination” allled with
violence. In vain the white farmers in the South
protested that this new struggle had nothing to
do adith the conflicts of the Civil War, Once moré
their ranks were disrupted, It was then that in
despair the poor and middle-class whites decided
that to have the Megroes with them meant the
ruin of their course and fAnally acquieseed in the
exclusion of the Negroes from politics. Under
the powerful pressure of legalized lynching, the
Negroes gradually sank into political apathy.

The Southerners rallicd round the Democratic
Party. The Negroes, when they voted at all, were
driven ‘ into the Republican camp. In the days
when the Democrats were aystematically exelud-
ing them from participation in pelitics, the MNeg-
ro's only hope for galvation seemed the Republie-
an Parly. In many respects the Republican Party
was indeed the deck, a very small and slippery
deck it is true, but a drowning man catches at
mich less than the Republican Parly, and the
Negroes were drowning.

Broke with Republicans in 1932

With the coming of the New Dreal, bhowever, the
Megroes sat up and took notice. A New Deal. If
any groip of people in this country need a New
Dl the Negroes did! They rallied to Roosevell
in 1936 and carried consternation into the ranks
of the Republicans. The Republican High Com-
mand appointed Dr. Bunche of Howard Univer-

. gity to make a special investigation into the rea-

s

sons for the desertion of the Negroes, though why
they should have needed a special investigation
to find out what everybody knew, passes ordinary
comprehension. But the New Deal has failed. It is
now & corpseé, The Negroes have begun to realize
that there is nothing in it for them. The result is
the beginning of a swing back to the Republicans,
as seen in a Philadeiphia election some montha
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Swing back to what, however? What have the
Republicans to offer? In- their new draft pro-
gram, the Republicans make & strong plea for
the Negro vote. What they offer we must examine
clogely. But this much is already clear, 10 is a

" “great turning point for the large masses of
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Megro voters. They know that the Republican
Party has nothing to offer, and after eight years
of the New Deal they are in as much misery as
ever they were. They form one-third of the ten
milllon unemployed in the country. Roosevell
glashes at WPA and relief. He says not a word
about the Anti-Lynch Eill. It seems to be a case
of elther the Devil or the Deep Blue Sed.

But in 1940 there Is a way out. There i8 no need
to limit oneself to the reactionary Republicans or
the hypocritical New Dealers. Why must the
workers continually trail behind the bossea? What
we want ia a Labor Party, a party of the workers
and the farmers, white and black. If we are to
form it, however, we must start laying the basis
for it mow.
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THE WAR IN FINLAND

By ALBERT GOLDMAN
¥

The war being waged between
Franee and England on the one
hand and Germany on the other
is an imperialist war. A greal
many people make that assertlon
without, however, understanding
the real meaning of the term
"jmperialist”. Thers are many
whe dump the Soviet Unlon into
the class of imperialist countrics
and to prove this they point to
the invasion of Poland and Fin-
land. The net result of applying
the term “imperialist” to the So-
viet Unicn is to give the work-
ers the idea that it is folly to de-
fend the Soviet Union against im-
perialist countries because it too
ig an imperialist country.

When we say that Goermany,
England and France are fighting
an imperialist war we mean
something more Lthan that the
peopl: who happen to be at the
head of the povernment of those
countries have bad motlves. It Is
true that Hitler's alm ls to de-
stroy the British Empire and ob-
tain the colonies that Britain
now possesses. But it is import-
ant to underatand that Cerman
industry mecds these colonies in
arder to obtaln raw materials,
markets for its products, and for
the investment of German cap-
ital.

Great Britain on the other
hand wants to retain these col-
ohies for the same reasons that
Germany wants to get them. The
riling elasses of both countries
dasire to expleit the hundreds of
millions of colonial peoples. The
same 158 true of the Freoch rul-
ing class,

‘Why ? Because these countries
are imperialist countries: their
competitive capitalism has Jde-
veloped into monopoly capital-
izm; the banks (finance capital-

fam)  have replaced industrial
capitalism as the real power; ev-
ery one of these coumtries needs
colonpies in which to invest their
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surplus capital and sell their
producta. .

If and when the United States
cnters into the war it will be an
imperialist war on ita part no
matter how many times Roose-
velt will assert that it is a war
to save the world from fascism.
The United States, being an im-
perialist nation, cannot wage A&
war that is not imperialist in
character,

LENIN'S DEFINITION
OF IMPERIALISM

Marxists have [nsisted on a
very strlet use of the term “im-
perialism™; especially since Len-
iti wrote his pamphlet on imper-
jalism, in which he severely con-
demned everyone who did not use
the term “imperialism™ to char-
acterize~the latest stage in the
development of capitalist nations.
It should b used only to apply
to the expansionist policy of
finance capitallam,

There are of course many peo-
ple who use the term “imperial-
ist"” to designate any Kind of ag-
gpresgion, but they are not Marx-
ists, although they might claim
to be such, 5

When the Red Army, in the
early days of the Soviet Union,
invaded Georgia, the reactionary
“soclalists" get up a howl albout
“Bolshevik  imperialism". Al
present every writer in the cap-
italist press, every liberal and
every pstudo-socialist insists that
the invasion of Finland by the
Red Army Is a slgn of “red ot
Stalinist Imperializm®.

Marxists, however, will con-
tinue to ask: Is the Soviet Union
a capitalist country? If mot,
then the term “Imperialisi™ to
characterize Stalin's  invasions |
amd policies 5 absolulely incor-
rect and” can only rvesult in con-
fusing the masses and weakoen-
ing thelr struggle against real
imperialism.

agnize the diference belweesn the
eponomy existing In the Bowlet
Tnion and that of the capitalist
countries and still usé the term
“imperialist” to describe Stalin's
policiés, They even attempt to
justify the use of the term by
stating that the aim of Stalin is
to inerease the “revenue, prestige
and power” of the burepucracy.
This is undoubtedly true; but it
can be pointed out to thess peo-
ple that the alm of every bureai-

blow to imperialism. By means
of the foreigm trade monopoly
the Russlan mvorkers erected a
wall to prevent the economic pen-
etration of the SBoviet Union by
the forces of imperialism. One-
gixth of the earth's surface was
thereby closed to the imperialist
workld which was unable frecly to
gell its products or invest its cap-
ital in the Bovlet Union — the
greatest  blow  imperialism  has
ever received,

cracy, including that of the trade |

unions is to gain “revenue, pres-
tige and power”. That, -however,
iz hatdly sufficient to transform
the trade unlon bureauwcrats mto
imperialists, unless oneg wants to
uge the term in such a broad
pense A8 to make it meaningless.

In effect, they who shout abowt
the imperialism of Stalin, whe-
ther they do or do not recognize
any distinetion between the econ-
omy in the Soviet Unlon and the
economy In capitalist countrles,
are all against defending the So-
viet TUnion not only in the pres-
ent conflict with Finland but, it
iz safe to say, they will refuss
to defend it in case England and
France send their troops into So-
viet territory,

IMPERIALISM 15
THE MAIN ENEMY!

Calling the Soviet Unlon an
imperialist country conceals the
fact that the imperialism of
France, Germany, England and
the Tnited States is the most re-
actionary phénomenocn of mod-
ern soclety and the greatest en-
emy of the working clasa and of
mankind in general. It is the im-
perialism of Lhe capitalist coun-
trics that coauses wars, exploits
hundreds of millions of colonial
glaves and its “own™ workers,
cauzes unemployment and retards
the development of the proeduct-
fve forces,

The Russian workers, by ox-

Some radicals of vuﬁaug-hinds

propriating the capitalists and

It has been the policy of rev-
Jolutionary Marxista to defend
'colonial and semi-colonial coun-
|tries, regardless of the reaction-
ary charfeter of Ltheir govern-
ment, againat attack by imper-
ialist ecountrles, When Italy at-
tacked Ethfopia we defended
Ethiopia even though its ruler,
Haile Selassle, was a slave driv-
er of the worst type. We defend
China against Japan even though
Chiang-Kai-shek has butchered
tens of thousands of Chinese
workers. In defending the colo-
nial and semi-colonial nalions we
follow “the principle that, as
againat imperialism, the Indepen-
denee of the backward countries
ia progressive. The defeat of any
imperialist country trving to sub-
ject a colonial people, is a blow
to all of imperialism, and revolu-
tionary Marxists consider it their
duty to help defeat their main
enemy, imperfaliam,

If wre defend Ethiopla against
Ialy and China against Japan,
how much more §5.it obligatory
upon us to defend the Soviet Un-
lon apainst the imperialist world,
in spite of Stalin? The Soviaet
| Union is completely closed to the
imperialiat world whereas  the

colonies, whether they are inde-
pendent or notl, are subjected to
imperialist exploitation. As yet
no imperialist country has the
(Flght freely to sell its goods in

(the Soviet Union or to invest its!

and types insist that we can rec- 'landlords, delivered a  terrific capital there.

HOW STALIN SERVES HITLER

How Lenin Negotiated A Treaty

Another Letter to a Communist Worker

Dear Will: . B

Last week I sent you an anal-
veig of the Feb. 25 Bunday Work-
er articls, "German Communists
lend fight on Nazl hubger.” I|
tried to show ¥ou that the title
of that article was a frand, for
the article showed that the main
pctivity of the Comintern in Ger-
many, by its own claim, consists
of propaganda on behalf of the
Stalin-Hitler pact. And, in claim-
ing that the pact “protected the
vital interests of the German
people”, your party was helping
Hitler. For if it ix possible for
Hitler to conduct 4 foreign pol-
icy beneficial to the German peo-
ple, to that extent his overthrow
iz nol a desperate pecessity for
the German people,

You reply to me, henledly and
at length. To sum Up Your argu-

ment, it is this: the Hitler-Stalin
pact is of enormous benefit to Lthe
German people, but no thanks to]
Hitler, For, in the waords of that

jit is liberation. But this libera-

the enslavement of two-thirds of

Sundny Worker article;

e Comamunlsta  (in Ger-
many)  patiently  explain o
thelr  fellow-workers  that it
was the vietory of the prole-
tarian October Revolution and
the seccessful construction of
socialism which gave the 175,
5.R. the strength with which
to foil Chamberlain®s plans and
to strike fear inle the heart of
Hitler nnd to compel him to
seel peace with the sovicets"™
Ho we must thank Stalin, and
not Hitler, for all the conse-
quenees of the Stalin-Hitler pact.
Very well, then, Let us, for ex-
ample, thank Stalin for one of
these conssquentes—rihe partition
of Poland. .
The Polish state was overy-
thing which the Comintern press
has ¢alled it: a dictatorship of
the colonels, a monstrosity, im-
perialist oppressor of the Ukrain-
fan and Byelo-Russian peoples,
etc. Yel—one more of his crimea
—8talin announced himself ready
to defend this monstrosity in al-
liance with Britain and France,
until the Hitler-Btalin past was)

signed,

But what has replaced thia
monstrosity, thanks (o the pact?
The Comintern press boasts
about the “liberation” of the
western provinees. Let us assume

tion is one result of the pact; and
another 18 the enslavement of the
reat of Poland by Hitler. Eleven
millions liberated, 22 millions en-
slawved. At this rate, socializm
will be achicwved at the cost of

the world's population!
HITLER'S GAINS
ENSLAVE GERMAN PEOFLE

It used to be understood,
among people who called them-

| On the conteary, it hoasts, in the

gelvers Comimunists, that the cn-
alavemnent of a foreign people
meant tightenihg by that rouch
the hold of a ruling clasa on its
“own” people. Hitler's enslave-
ment of 22 million Poles is there-
fore a disaster not only to LUhg
Foles bot also o the German
masses, That this iz a result of
the Soviet-German pact is a fact
which terribly compromises the
Soviet Union in the eyes of the|
German workers and class-con-
scious workers everywhere.

Mote that your party does not
say Lhat the Soviet Unlon could
not help itself and had to sign

2, 1018, declarsd:

“We now declares that the Rus-
sian Fevolutlon réemafns faitifal
to the policy of internationalism.
We defend the right of Poland,
Lithuania and Courland to dis-
pase of Ltheir own destiny, really,
freely, Mever will we recognize
the justice of imposing the will
of a forelgn natlon on any other
,I:Iat.i-!:ln whatseever,™

Tzvestin, organ of the Soviet
government, that same day de-
nounsed the German wegotiators
a8 “wolves in shecp'z clothing.”

TEEATY-MAKING A

the pact. Your party doesn't say
that rather than plunge the So-|
viet U'nion into war and thus en-
danger its existence, it was bet- |
ter to save the Soviet Union ev-.
e oat the cost of letting Hitler
enslave the Foles. If your party
gald Lthatl, one could thén arguc
whether or not it was posaible
for the Comintern to call upon
the Polish people—not the Polish
state of the colonels—to rise up
against Hitler and for the Red
Army to join the Polish masses
in preventing Hitler's oceupation,

But your party Jdoesn't say the
Soviet Uplon ¢couldn't help itself.

words of the Sunday Worker ar-
ticle already guoted above, that
the Sowviet Tnion had fhe
“strength™ to “strike fear into
the heart of Hitler and to coms-
pel him™ to sign the paet as &
result of which the Nazi and
Red armies collaborated Io divide
ing Poland and turned over to
Hitler the' lion's share oand 22
million Poles (not to mention the
doomed Jews!).

MFFERENCE BETWEEN
STALINIEM AND LENINISM

Compare Stalin's negotiations
and collaboration with Hitler|
when the Soviet Union is assert-|
edly “strong", with Lenin and
Trotaky's negotiatlons with Ger-
man Imperialiam when the new-
Iv=born  Soviets were pitifully
waak!

On December 12, 1817 Trotaky
arrived in Breat-Litovak to open
negotiations, He inaisted, H'I-H:EEHB-|
fully, that the mnegotiations be
chmpletely public. Every speech
by the Bowviel delegation constl-
tuted: a public exposure of the
imperialist aims of the German
negotiators and a ringing call to
the international working c¢lass
to overthrow their rulers, By ev-
ery possible device of radio, tel-
cgraph, speech and print, Soviet
agitators commupicated the pro-
eceedings to the entire world.

In the midst of the negotia-
tions the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Soviets on January

REVOLUTIONARY WEAPON
The same day Soviet agitators

sage took time, however, in
reaching. and movide the work-
ers 1o action. The Boviets made
one more demchstration of the
situation to the Jworld's workers;
they refused to sign the Lreaty,
the Germans advanced, and then
when the treaty was gigned ev-
ery class-consclous worker in the
world understeod that the inigqui-
lous terms of the treaty were
golely due to the German-Austri-
an imperialiats.

WHAT SOVIETS SAID THEN
INDICTS STALIN NOW
The All-Russian Congress of

Lhe Bowlets, meeting March 14,
i85, ratified the ireaty in a dee-

distributed leaflels in Ehe Gers
man lines, dencuncing the Ger-
mian peace terms.

The German generals ::m:m.i-|
tuting the negotiating d-elcga.l_i.;:-ni
constantly protested against the
revolutionary propaganda con-
ducted during the negotiations,
and called Trotsky's speeches|
"provocative” and “addreased to
the gallery.” You behave as if
vou were dictating the peace to
ug, awhen the faet is.that we are
vietorious and are negotiating on
occupied Russian territory, the
Germans complained to the So-
viet delegation,

The German generals listened
in bewilderment at some of the
Bovier demands: that passports
e issued immediately to the Ger-
man Independent Socialists for
a visit to the Boviets; that ahy

jer our friencs, when we slpned

laiation which =sald:

"I is unworthy of a true so-
coittist if badly defeated | | | to
deny that fact, . .. It (5 pot trye
that we have beirayed our ideals

ihe peace | . We have not sane-
ticmed or covered any lie, We
have not refused to aid any

tions" Their ré\miuu:mar:.r mes-!

’

Why We Should Defend the Soviet Union

Far-sighted leaders of the cap-
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italist clags understand just as
well as Marxists that, in the Inst
analyzsis, the Soviet Union with
its nationalized property and its
planned economy must. be de-
atroyed or olse the whole capltal-|
ist world s in danger. Although|
Stalin's policies have been of tre-
mendous help to the imperinlists, |
nevertheless, it is hardly pm:lhle|
for the imperialists to permit
one-8ixth of the world's aurfacel
to be excluded from thelr clutch-,
ex and to be dominated by a Jif-
ferent form of ecomomy. BY and
large the alternative has been
and, s¢ long as nationalized prop-
erty continues to exist in the So-!
viet Uniofn, will continue to be:
either the destruction of the So-
viet Union or the destruction of
the capitalist world,

This does not mean that the ri-
valries and conflicts between the
imperialist countries cease to ex-
ist. They continue and, aa & mak-
ter of fact, the imperlallsts have
succeeded in dragging the Soviet
Union under Stalin into their
conflicts. At times, as at present,
the inter-imperialist conflicts
may succeed in pushing into the
background the contradiction be-
tween the social system In the
capitalist world and that in the
Soviet Unlon. From all appéar-
ances it seems that England and
Germany have decided to fight
it out to the last before settling
seores with the Hoviet Union. But
they make a serlows blunder whao
cloge their eyer to the fundamen-
tal contradiction that exists be-
tween the capitalist world amed
the Soviet Union, even under the
| Btalinist regime. Sooner or later
that contradiction must lead to|
an attempt by ihe imparialist
world to destroy the Soviet Un-
wen and open up its lerritory Lo
capitalist exploitation,

WHY STALIN HAS
| NATIONALIZED PROPERTY

The undispubed fact remainz
that, within the territory occu-
pied by the Red Army, territory
which formerly belonged to Po-
i land, the land and the banks and
larger industries were national-
|ized and thus another section of
the world was taken away from
capitalism. Stalin could not af-
ford to permit a different ruling
claszs to remain in the territory
annexed to the Boviet Unlon. It
iz not because Stalin is anxious
to advance the interests of the
socinl revolution, All he is anx-
icus to do is to save and strength-
en the Stalinist bureaycracy, but
by wvirtug of the fact that this
bureaucracy rules over a state
whore nationalized property ex-
ists, it is compelled to destroy
capitalism in such territories as
it makes part of the Boviet Un-
ion.

When Stalin invaded Finland
he sebl up a government which
immediately issued a program for
the expropriation of the big land-
lerds and for state control of
large industry. His aims in Fin-
land were Dot realized so guick-

Iy but the fact remaing that Stal-
in's course in the territory that|
he invades and occupies i funda-|
mentally different from that pur-|
aued hy Hitler—aor I:T-.I:LHJ:'lhcr]ajn.l
Stalin's actions in natlonalizing
property in the territory he oc-
cupied is a confrmation of our
theory that the character of the
Soviet Union is  fundamentally
different from the character of
capitalist atates. It is absolute

friend or comrade in miafortune
in any way we could, or hy ev-
ery means at our dispokal™

The treaty sacrificed the na-
tional  independence of  the
Ukraine. But every Ukrainian

viets had “mot refused to aid
any friend . . . by every means
ab our disposal.’ Mo e was eow-
ered or sanctioned,

Compare 21l this with what
Btalin has done in the Hitler-5tal-

publications the Soviets deaired!
ghould be sent to prisonera of
witr in Germany and to the So-
cialists of Germany and Austria.

The Germans presented & pro-
posed treaty which began with
the usual diplomatic formula; “a
treaty of peace and friendship be-
twieen Germany and Soviet Rus-
sin,” Trotsky demofiBtratively
struck out the phrase “of friend-
ship.” A revolutionary govern-
ment could not permit 1tself such
a lie!

Strikes In Germany were groat-
ed by official Soviet messages: as
the Soviet Congress met on Jan.
25, great strikes broke out in
Austria; the Congress hailed
“the riging of the Austrian work-
ers,”

Thus, in every possible way in
the midst of the negotiations the
newly-born Soviets called out to
the German and Austrian work-
ers over the heads of the negoti-
alors.

After the German and Auastrian
revolutlons of 1818 we learped
how important in mobilizing the
proletariat for those revolutions

in pact!

The difference beiween the
politics of Lenin and Tratsky and
the politics of Stalin is epitoms-
ized in this:

The German social-democrats,
luckeys of German imperlalism,
voted in the Reichstag for rat-
ification of the Erest-Litovsk
treaty, justifying their wvote on
the ground that the Soviets had
ratified il. Lenin denounced them
as traitors to the working class,
Foar the Soviets, the treaty was
a bitter necessity to secure a
breathing-spell. But the social-
demoeratic deputies should have
been henor<-bound to fight against
their “own™ rapacious imperial-
inta.

Lénin denounced any German
who supported the peace treaty
of his imperiallat rulers. But your
party calls upon the German
workers to support the peace
treaty of their imperialist Tulers.
In that single difference is ex-
presged the unbridgeable gap be-
tween the Stalinist buresucrncy
and the  revolutionary interna-
tionalism of Leninism.

Fraternally,

svere the speeches which Trotsky
delivered as “treaty negotia-

jwhich in actuality narrows the

worker understood that the So-|

(side of the Dballlefield and you

folly to call imperialism  that

base of imperialism.

INVASION REACTIONARY
—IN WHAT SENSE

When the confention is mid-
vanced that the invasion of Fin-
land is reactionary, we say: yes,
yes, that s tree. But reactionary
in what sense? Heactionary in
the scose that it has discredited
the Soviet Union in the eyes of
ite anly real defonders, the work-
ing maszes, But look on the other

| pehold the imperialist world, the
:mtlat. reactionary thing in exist-
enea

For every worker, the world
over, the main enemy is imper-
inlism, the breeder of wara and
fasciam, the master of hundreds
of millions of colonial peoples.

Stalin'g policies hurl the strug-
gle against imperialism and are
conbrary to the interests of the
world revolution but the Stalin-
iat burcaucracy rules over a state
which has taken one-gixth of the
carth away from imperiatism.

The victory of the Red Army
may temporarily stréengthen the
Stalinist bureaucracy but the de-
feat of the Fed Army atrength-
|ens the main enemy of the work-
ing class, the imperialist world.
Under no circumstances, there-
fore, can a revolutionary worker
be indifferent in a struggle be-
tween the Red Army and any
army conpected with the imper-
ialist world. To work for the vie-
tory of the Red Army in such a
struggle as against the capitalist
army {8 a duty of every worker,
in the Boviet Union, in Finland

FELIX MOREROW

or anywhere elie,

hy

Nazi Comment
On Moscow’s

New Attitude

By OSCAR FISCHER

The Frankfurter Zeltung, mouthpicce of the
chemical and export industries, published on
December 24, 1939, an extensive report from its
Moscow correspondent in the form of an anoual
balance sheet. The report bears the gignificant
heading: “The Year of the Great Turn'. It mir
rors faithfully the raised hopes which a Faseist
journalist today experiences in Moscow: '
~ "German cbservers have been undergoing an
incomparable year in Moscow, reporting and de-
scribing things from intimate proximity. The
narrow circle of Moscow Germans suddenly dis-
covered itself in the very midst of historle events,
A breath-taking political development took Mace
under the very eyes of the spectators. . . . Their
aldes and friends unexpectedly assurmed the roles
of fighters for new conceptions. They arose from
their desks and engaged in conversation with the
leading men of the Soviet state. They Initiated an
E.:lntermpted, highly significant exchange of
ilens, (L.

“Retrospectively, it seems almost impoesaible
to say just where the point of departure was for
this new policy, for this reshaping of relations
between Germany and the Soviet Union. Un-
doubtedly a more pacafic attitude among the two
former antipodes developed as far back as De-
cember last yenr (1038), under the impress of
the Munich settlement, There was also an ele-
ment of readiness to be noted in Stalin's speech
at the party conference in March, an undertone
which later on grew perceptibly louder and which
finally swung with it all of Soviet Russian pb-
lic opinion. Unforgettable in one's memory re-
mains the day on which was issued the report
of Litvinov's downfall, . . .°

Regarding the sentiments of the population
the Nazi reporter has, to be sure, nothing at all
Lo say. He only speaks onee on this poini and
precisely with regard to his discovery of Lit-
vinov's downfall:

“I sat in a Russian railroad train . . . the
provolnik, hoping for a good tip, handed the
foreign passenger the latest Pravila. “Anything
new T the other passengers asked, crowding
around. The German hesitated as he looked at
the dispatch and then turned the paper over to
his neighbor, pointing with his finger to the dis-
patch in question. “Maxim Maximovitech—Iligqui-
dated!” the latter summed up philezophicaliy.”

Bureaucrats Welcome Nazi Gains

Nothing more was said by his Russian neigh-
bor and the Nazi can report no more. Bub this
philogophical silence is no less instructive than
the warm sentiments which the Fascist press
representative  discovers inside the Stalimist
bureaucracy and upon which he dwells at the
close of his article again, as the most important
result of the “great turn®:

“German successes are observed with uncon-
cealed satisfaction, which resounds even more
strongly in private conversations than in the
press and on the radio, The-fate of the armored
criiger ‘Admiral Graf Spee’ has had & tremens
dous effect on the Russlan power of imagina-
tiom. . . .

"The number of German press repregentuativas
in Moscow as well as that of Soviet journalizts
in Berlin is increasing in proportion to the great-
er desire for information, :

"An incomparable year, The strictly enclosed
circle of persona within which the German ob-
server used to carry on his work has very rapigly
becn extemded far beyvond fta former confines,
Once again, after so many years of an alien at-
mosphere, a social bond i3 being forged between
Germans and Russians, Among the foreign
guesta In the Moscow haotels, the Germans are
atb present the predomitiant element, There are
quartered the wvarious delegations, the German
husines: representalives and industrialists 10ven
German travel book authors are “epinning to
make tLeir appearance. ., "

———— e - s

The Stalinists

Are Losing Out
In Harlem

James Ford, leading Nepro Stalinist and twice
vice-presidential candidate on. the Communist
party tickel, has been removed from power in the
party, as a rosult of the alarming deercase in the
party membership among the Negroes, according
to The Plttsburgh Courler (March 2, 1940). Ford,
the former executive secretary of the Harlem di-
vision of the C.P., was “kKicked upstairs” at the
recent meeting of the National Committee of the
C.F. and appointed as special representative for
the Stalinists in Mexioo,

Ford was given the Mexican "“assignment” afler
a special report was read foo the meeting that of
an estimated 5,000 Negroes who joined the party
in 1939, only 250 now remain as members, The
report stated that therg are onmly fifty pald-up
MNegro members in Harlem.

Ford's Harlem work, says The Pittsburgh
Courier, iz being taken over by a bureau which is
reporied Lo be planning a campaign on the ex-
ploitation of Negroos in the Weat Indles, Africa
and the .5, The Stalinists dropped these issues
in recent yeara during the People's Front and
Democratic Front periods,

"Bitterness over the fallure of the Communists
and the Baoviet Union to aid Ethiopla . . . is
blamed for the big drop in Negre membership,
ag well ag the published charges of ‘expeded’
Negro leaders that the Communist officers prac-
ticed diserimination oagainst MNegro reds in un-
jons, WPA and functionary jobs controlled by
the party."

Mow that the Stalinists are following a pseudo-
reavolutionary line it was necessary for them to
find a scapegoat for past crimes and Ford ig the
vietim. ‘They have a tough job ahead, however.
The attendance at s Harlem meeting at which

Browder spoke in January, the opening gum in-

their attempt to win back their Negro member-
ship, was not more than one hundred, whercas in
previous years they had packed the Renalasance
Casing and the Rockland Palace with party and
united front meetings.
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