'l.. L

r

JANUARY 20, 1940

LABOR WITH A WHITE SEKIN
'll"_‘-'-.tI‘l'HﬂT EMANCIPATE TTSELF
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACH
BKIN 18 BRANDED" — KAWL

The

Negro Question
____py J. R. JOHNSON ==

Two men weht up into the templg to pray.
the one a Pharisce and the other a publican.
This famous tale of the holy scripture was re-
enacted once more in 1932, You remember what
happened in the Gospels. The Fharisee was the
man who boasted of what he had done, He had
paid his dues, he fasted s0 many days & week.
He thanked God that he was a righteous man
and not a scoundrel like the damned publican.
But the publican didn't pretend, he didn't say
he had done this and that and the other. He
gaid he was & sinner. That's all. He begged for
mercy, it Is true, but that isn't important for us.

Twentieth-Century Pharisees

Look at the Mew Dealers. These Pharisees
have for years been telling the whole world and
Negroes what fine fellows they are. The Negroes
should love them. They are the men for “true”
democracy; they want io build a new warld of
righteousness and peace, in which the lion will
lie down with the lamb, in which the Southern
plantation-owner will give a square deal to the
sharecropper., They say, “Discriminate against
the Negro? Not we. Look how many Negroes
there are in the WPA white-collar jobs and
working in relief bureaus, ete. We thank God,”
say the New Dealers, “that we are not like
other men, even as these Republicans.™

Mow comes a fine exposure of these righleous
rageals. A few days ago Miles Paige, a Negro
Muagistrate in Harlem, was named by Mayor
LaGuardia for m seat on the Special Sessions
bench at $12.000 & year. The Negro press as
usual hails this as proof of the “great progress”
of Megroes. It iz proof of nothing of the kind.
Mo Megro who Rnows the history of his race
needs any proof of its capacity to fill any office
in thizs country. Furthermore, Paige's appoint-
ment does not raise the income of opme Negro
sharecropper or one Negro factory worker or
one Megro unemployed, And these are the people
with whom we are chiefly concerned. Appoint-
ments like this one of Palge cannot 1ift the great
mazs of oppressed Negroes. When the great
masses of MNegroes move, they will create op-
portunities for ten thousand Paiges. That is
not to say that such appointments are not to
be supported not only by Negroes but by the
wheole labor movement, The Negroea have a right
o posts everywhere, The Soglallst Workers
Party, for instance, condemns those who join the
bourgeois army. But as for the right of Negroes
to join the army if they want to, and on egual
terms with the whites—that we support.

Where's the Catch?

But now comes a mystery, Paige was to be
seated on Tuesday, January 2nd, bui the cere-
mony was postponed indefinitely. TheAmster-
dpm Mews of January 13 gives us some indica-
tion why.

LaGuardia is flirting with the New Dealers,
with an eye to the presidential elections. He is
typical of them, with his large words and small
concensions, But since the Harlem riots of 1835,
La Guardia has a wholesome respect for Harlem
Wegroes. And since Lehman defeated Dewey only
by the ald of the Negroes® wolte, all these prog-
réssive fakers are at thelr wits' end to keep
the Megro vote, So LaGuardia runs around in
Harlem, he has lunch with Bill Robinson sitting
near him, he buoilds a housing project or two
(where fifty are needed), and he appoints Negroes
to posts they have not held before. Firast Justice
Eolin. And now Paige.

But behold! Roosevell in Washington lives
ooly by grace of those Southers landlords, with-
out whom the Democratic Party is nothing.
These fellows are not going to stand for amy
viee-president or cabinet minister who ia a8 “nig-
ger-lover.” Bo Washington warns LaGuardia, He
is leaning too heawily towards the Negro race,
You cannot dizcriminate in faver of Negroes,
yvou know. One judge every twenty wvears or zo
is epough. If you go on like that you discredit
yourself, and your future with us of the Demo-
cratic Party is gloomy. Hence, savs the Amster-

~dam News, Paige's appointment still awaits con-

fArmaticmn.

Tweedledum and . . .

B0 here we are, my Iriends, the "litkle Aower™
of “democracy™ and the New Deal, herald angels
of equality between man and man, conspiring
to zave thelr immortal souls and to placate the
viciousness of Southern reactionaries at the ex-
penge of one N-P![:J'ﬂ- beitg made o judge -one
Wegro, be it noted,

Here and there a Meégro may squeeze into an
appointment. But salvation for the race from
any of these Republicans or Democrats who have,
syatematically deceived the Negro people for
seventy-fve vears? No. The Republicans mahe
no promises, The New Dealers make them but
do not mean it. And that ig the only difference
between them.

e
“NEITHEERE KING NOE FUEHRER™

United Press and Asspciated Press dispatches
from London, dated January 2, repeated at face
value a crude British slander linking the Irish
Republichnsg with the Mazis, "I K. A, reported
seeking Nazl Aid"” was. the headline over the
story in the New York Waorld Telegram and the
Post.

The alteged evidence cited in the story to jus-
tify the imputation that fighters for a free Ire-
land were inviting Mazi aid was that headguar-
ters of the outlawed I. K. A, had zent guestion-
naires to all its upits asking: “What part would
you play in event of an invasion In this eountry 7

The digpatch thercupon identified the implica-
tiom that the Irish Republicans would not de-
fend the country against invasion with the prop-
caltion that the Republicans would collaborate
with Mazl Germany in an invasion,

This is an old slander against Iriah Republic-
ans, It was best angwered, in 19146, when James

Connglly displayed oulside the headquarlers of
the Transport Workers Union in Dublin, Lhe

famous slogan: “"MNeither King Nor Kalser!" The
only Ireland to be defended, said Connolly, was
an Ireland free of British rulers and their Irish

lackeys.
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"POOR LITTLE FINLAND “

By CHRIS ANDREWS
II
In 1930 a Fascist movement,
the Lapps movement, broke out

in Finland. Writes Jackson,
“, . .the wvery classes which had
been  legality’s greatest cham-

pions were the firat to encourage
terrorism. Gone was the belief in
individual liberties; clergymen
preached intolerance as a Chris-
tian duty, democrats urged the
disenfranchisement of a large
proportion of their fellow citi-
zens, the farmers—(read “Tarm
owners"—C AL, individualists to
a4 man, consplred to end the
rights of speech and public meat-
| ing™.

The Fascists attacked workers'
meetings, smashed labor printing
pregaes, kidnapped two left-wing
members of the Diet from a Com-
mittee meeting, and brutally beat
them. The leader of the Soclal
Democratic Party was kidnapped
—even # bourgecis politician, ex-
FPresident Stahlberg, was kid-
napped by a reactionary Gener-
al. The General, arrested, admit-
ted his guilt and was freed.

As a result of the Fascist agi-
| tation, the Communist Farty was
again proscribed in 1530 and its
3 Diet members arrested.

! The Finnish Fascisls rose up
|l:|-r|. the wave of mass unrest re-
gulting from the economic crizia
that had begun in Finland by
19284 bad erop vear. The erip-
pled labor movement could not
give aid or firm leadership to the
suffering peasantry: the corrupt
social-democratic leaders would
not; the Fascists sought suppert
among the peasants, ably assist-
ed in this by the skilled agitators
of the Lutheran clergy. This par-
asitic group, living off the peas-
antry, well understand the dy-
namica of the class struggle. As
'the liberal historian, Jackson,
‘ ruefully records, “The clergy sup-
|

|

plied the most unforgiving

“Jobs Mot Battleships”
" Pamphlet for Workers

JOBE WOT BATTLESHIPS! hy
Crwvight Macdonald is a simple
and direct message of 18 pages
to the New York workers, par-
ticularly the jobless—and aells
for ofe penny.

Here ig a clear summary of
the Important facts and statis-
tica om “the culs in federal and
local rellef; the tremendous io-
creases In military and naval ex-

penditure; the development of
Roosevelt's MNew Deal into the
War Deal.

“Thus In thres vears, war funds
have been triplegd, while WEA
funds have been cut in half.

“The two and one half biflion
doellars which the War Dwal plans
te pour down the sink-hole of
war preparations would build one
million 2500 homes.

“It would buy five pair of $4
ghogs for every man, woman and
child in the country.

“If it were divided among the
thirty million men, women and
childrén in the ranks of the un-
emplayed, each of them would get
83, At present relief standards,
this would be egual to a one-
quarter to one-third increase in

their annual income."
Program of Action

Why there g a reactionary
drive on relief standards and for
war expenditures, and what the
jobless muat do, are told in lans
guage eviryone can understand.

The pamphlet is published by

. the Mew York Local of the SWE.

i The branches of the Party are

already started on an Intensive
drive to sell the edition of 10,000
within a period of three weeks
through house to house CAnvass-
ing, sales at employment agen-
eies, home relief bureaus, at un-
ion halls, and in important shop-
pin geenters of Lhe City. In addi-
tion public meetings on "Jobhs Mot
Battleships" are Tbelng held
throughout the City.

Speech of
Leon Trotsky

recorded on two discs; made
for the New York mecting
celebrating the tenth anniver-
sary of the founding of the

Fourth  International in this
COURLEY.
Only 50 sets available

$6.00 each per set

Get Yours To-day !

Send check or money order—
nat cash.

Pioneer Publishers

118 University Place
New York, N. Y.

among the White leaders in the
Civil War".

From the bankers came 15-
000,00 marks for Fasclst ex-
pensca, The former Commander-
in-Chief of the Army, Kurt Wal-
Ineiusg (mow the “hero” of the
Finnish “waist-line” defense)
was placed in charge of organ-
izing attacks against working
class leaders and dewspapers.
Heavy sums eame [rom the tim-
ber exporters, facing a decline in
world demand for timber, and
planning to recoup by still fur-
ther cutting the wages of their
Jaborers, Last but not the least
souree of strength for Finnish
Fascirm was the richest section
of the Cooperative Movement,
the S0OK, the Finnish Coopera-
tive Wholesale Soclety.

THE CLASS STRUGGLE
IN THE COOFPEREATIVES

The appearance of a section of
the Finnigh Cooperative move-
ment on the side of Finnish Fas-
cism will startle only those péo-
ple who bave been taken in by
the “middle way” propaganda,
peddled extensively in the United
2tates in recent years.

The SOK, founded in 1904, lat-
er split apart when trade union
clements of the cities elasied
with the rural membership, The
latter refused to hire only trade
union members in the factorics
and stores of 50K, and insisted
on the right to employ scabs
The trade union workers with-
drew, forming OTK, the Progres-
sive Cooperatives, predominantly
& consumers” organization,

201K buys and manufacturés
food, clothing, and household
utensils and iz predominantly a
producers’  cooperative. In  the
Finnish Fascist movement of Lthe
early thirties, 30K saw a two-
fold opportunity—to smash its
competitor and to protect itsell
against the demands of the trade
ution movement, once again in-
creasing in strength and mili-
tancy.

One of the results of the Fas-
cigt agitation was precisely that
—suppreasion by the government
of the teade union federation
with its 90,000 members in 1930
—for “itreasonable  activitles®.
Dissolved before by the bour-
geolzle in 1918, the unions had
been slowly fighting their way
back. After 1830 the Fascist

movement receded; with the
lightening of the economic crisla
the bowrgealsle concluded that it
could dispense with the services
of the Fasclist movement, and the
unions have besn permitted to
bhegin again their laborious de-
velopment.

Where will thoae S0 000 I:In.E.E—l
conscious men be today (not
their corrupt soclal-democratic
officials but the workers T )—and
all the*other thousands of unor-
ganized laborers who saw thelr
right to have unions twice ruth-
lessly destroved by the govern-
ing clasa? Will they be enthusi-
astic volunteers today in the ar-
my of the Finnish bourgeoisie? |

Just like capitalist TUnited
States, capitalist Finland passed
throvgh the world depression al|

the expense of its working claﬂs.u.fﬂm owners”. Farm laborers Suarantees a plentiful supply of

and peasaotry—and  just ke
capitalist TUnited States, capital-|
ist Finland now enjovs ' prosper-
ity"”—at the top.

The capilalists have the samde
characteristics everywhers — one
being bland egquanimity in the
face af the suffering of the mass-
ez. Even Professor Jackson, ad-
mirer of Finland's government,
Finland's cooperatives, and Fin-
land's steam baths, is forced o
admit of Finland's récovery:

“The benefita of debt reductlion
and capital Improvement were
naturally felt by the rich rather
than by the poor. Bankers and
shareholders prospered, substan-
tial industrial fortunes were
made, especially in cellulose, but
the poor did not receive a4 pro-
portionate share in the natiomal
prosperity. The revival of indus-
itry brought the unemployved back
to waork, but not at the old rate
aof pay".

The English Midland Bank Re-
view findg in Finland, . . . a gen-
cral standard of living lower |
than might have been justified
by the actual expansion of cur-
rent trade”. (WPA and rtlleli
workers, does this remind youl af
anything?)

EXPLODING MYTHS
ABOUT THE FPEASANTS

The capitalist press tells us
tirelessly that Finland is & na-
tion of happy “land-owners."” The
Marxist, understanding Finland
to be an agricultural country im-
prisonéd in the pérmanent erisis
of world agriculture, looks for

{ farm laborers,
i this. The Finnish 8-hour law, mow

the le underneath the capltalist
testimaony,

What has happened to the
Finnish peasantry and rural poor
who fought s0 degperately and
bravely at the side of their city
brothers in the proletarian in-
surrection of 19187 Did their de-
feat and massacre by the enraged
bourgeoisie prepar the way for
the bettering of their living con-
ditions—by the same tridvmphant
bourgeoisie ?

Finland is ) per cent woods
and forest area and only T per
cent cultivable, Of Finland's pop-
ulation of 3.800,000—over 2,000,.-
000 fight for life and existence in
the aphere of agriculture.

Finnish Govenment stalistics
tell us that of the farm popula-
tion (1528) 616 per cent were

and temant farmers represent
“only" 304 per cent, (OFf these
please remeémber

being ballyhooed the world over
by the defenders of the Fiomnish
bourgeotsie, does not apply to ag-
riculture—-i.e., it doés not apply
Lo the majority of the tollers!)
The Finnish bourgeoisie pub-
lish wvery incomplete unemploy-
ment Agures—nothing for the na-
tion as & wholé. But in what they
do publish occurs a very peculiar
classification — the “unemployed
land-owner'”. How does a “land-

owner” becomes “unemployed® ?

The census figurea of Finland
—the latest fipures are those for
1928%—report to us 285300 farm
families “owning land”. Evjdent-
I¥ a prosperous, contented peas-
antry—until we break the figures
down.

37,087 “land-owning familics” | and prosperous enough to require

work from 1% an acre to 215
acres—ng more, From this they
live,

40,114 “land-owning'” families
work from § acres to Tl acres -
N mare,

108,842 “land-owning" familles
worlk from T acres to 25 acres
MO MoTe.

Im other words, 218,736 fam-
ilies (76,5 por cent of the “land-
owning” peasantry) before the
depression In 1829 were strug-
gling for a bare subsistence on
“farms” ranging from 25 acres
im size for the most fortunate
down to "farms" of 14 acee. On
this economic base the Finniskh

Stalin

Of Bols

i
L e

Claims

By JOSEPH HANSEN

In the New Year's igsue of the
Daily Worker, a feature  story
from Moscow, reprinted from
Fravda, “Sums Up a Year of So-
icialist Victories With Stalin as
[the headline puls L. "The year
11639 can rightfully be ealled o
yvear of hbrilllant Bolshevik wvie-
tories,' sayva the article

As first on the list of “brillinnt
victories™ the article places Lhe
mere holding of the 18th Con-
gress of the Communist Party of
Russin. This Congress was a
"brilliant’ victory,” Why? It is
not explained. Perhaps bacaunse if
succeded in convening without so
mieh ag placing on the agenda
the impending defeat of the so-
cialist revolution in Spain in 1939,
the ecatastrophe of the People's
Front policy in France and else-
where, the work of the other sec-
tions of the Communist Interna-
tional, or the plight of the refug-
eeg from Spain and Germany.

As second of the “brilliant vie-
tories.” the Dally Worker lists
the “interment” of Poland. The
chief grave-digger in this inter-
ment, Hitler, i5 not mentioned by
name, but praise for his major
role in the job is nonethelesa ap-
[HEEEnt,

Then follow as “brilliant wvie-

Stalin the holding of an agricul-
{teral exhibit, an increase in the
grain harvest, “moral and politic-
al nnity of the Soviet people, 80
brilliantly revealed im the elec-
tions," the “Btalinist paolicy™
which "“awverted" the danger of
the Soviet Unbon being drawn in-
te war, the paet with Germany,
and the “Traternal assistance ren-
dered by the Soviel Union (o the
Finnish people A year indeed of
hrilllant wvictories under Stalin's
brilliant leadership!

AND WATER IN
THE FERGHANA CANAL

But this was not all by any
means, Stalin's cup of victories
is filled to overfowing, There was
an industrial “ineréase” o cer-
tain Boviet industries which ex-
ceeded expectations (in  other
words, dislocated industry), an
increased speed-up of the work-
ers through further extension of
Stakhanovism, and . . . the build-
ing of a canal. "On Dee. 31 the
canal will be opened—water (1)

will rush into the Ferghana Ca-

mal."

toriea™ under the leadership of)

“A Year
hevik Victories”

With so many brilliant accom-
plishments reeking like f{reah
scalpa on Stalin's hatchet-belt, it
might not seem quite genteel to
digcuss those Stalinist “victories”
in 1839 which Moscow did not
decm bBrilllant enough to rmention
in the wrticle. Mevertheless in
drawing up & balance sheet for
1639 there are certain events —
victorkes in  Staliniat language,
but in any other language terri-

tary dictatorshlp o full sway,
militant workers hounded and
persecited, and even the Com-
muniat Party itself declared il-
legal.

In China the Peoples Fronk
chained the Chinese workers once
again to the chariot of the butch-
er Chiang Kal 2hek, who with
Stalin's aid had put down the
revolulion in China in 1927-28.
FREFARING FOR THE

ble defeats—which are of more
concern to the working class of
the world than even water rish-
ing into the Ferghana Canal.
THE REAL BALANCE SHEET |
THEY DON'T MENTION -
We list as firat, the strangling’

of the apciallat revelution in

PACT WITH HITLER

In the United States the Peo-
ples Front policy put Liberty
Bella on the coat lapel of the
Communiat Party member and

‘the Star Spangled Banner on his| o oo

lips. When the Nazi German-
American Buad launched an of-
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peasant must fight for a living
for himself and his family.

FROM THESE FEASANTS

We can now understand the
povernment slatistics concerning
"unemployed land-owners™. In or-
der to live at all, thousands upon
thousands of the poverty-strick-
on peasantry must go to seck
employment during the winter
months in the lumber camps and
the saw mills, side by side with
the agricultural laborer. In this
way they can add cnough to
thelr miserable income to eke
out a living for the rest of the
VERF,

For the timber capitalists, en-
joving the exploitation of Fin-
Innd's most wvaluable resouroees,
this arrangement i3 execllent, T

desperate laborers; it guarantecs
a low wage rate.

The gowvernment reports in its
“Finland Year BEook™ (1836)
that 45 per cent of the labor
foree in the timber industry con-
gigts of such “land-owners"™.

When the wages paid in the
timber industry fell during the
depression — from 1,950 000,000
marks (average bafore 1920) —to
TEE 000,000 (average during 1930-
1332}, this represented a siash of
more than 50 per cent In the in-
come that the peasantry and ag-
ricultiral laborers received from
| this source. Meantime credit for
farmers became much dearer of
vital importance to a peasantry
wherg 80 per cent of farmers
debts consist of short term loans
at an interest rate averaging
ElL per cent,

Books kept by 802 farms, large

the keeping of books, indicated
that the farmer's return on his
investment between 1932  and
1834, fluctuated between 3.5 per
cenl to 4.8 per cent. IL was nat-
urai then that the peasantry, un-
able to pay the interest rates on
the money they borrowed to get
their land in the first place,
should have rapidly lost their
“ownership” during the depres-
gion. Sales of farms at public
autcton were as prevalent in
“happy” Finland as in our Mid-

dle West,
{ Contlnued next week)

e e e

substitution of capitalist allles
for the world working class. By
hiz pact with Hitler and hiz hraz-
en attempt to justify it as a "“bril-
liant wictory™ Stalin  alienated
atill further the sympathy and
support of the world workers for
the USSR, Already the conge-
quences of this pact have foreed
Stalin to move westward and bu-
reaveratically impose Lthe Soviet
regime upon the eastern part of
Poland, with Finland now on the
list. Apd these “victories"” mno
matter what their temporary mil-
itary advanilages may be, inelud-
ing even the fact that Stalin is
compelled {o socialize property in
the occupled territories, when
compared with the blow to the
world revolution of which these
acts are in essence a subatitution,
cin only mean that Stalin has
brought the hour of direst danger
to the Soviet Union appreciably
close. The wmere fact that the
signing of the Hitler-Stalin pact

proved to be the signal for actwal
opening of hostilities in the sge-|
ond world war is evidence enough |

HIS LATEST AKD

Spatn. The Stalinists, £ will B fonsive in New York City in Feb- MOST “BREILLIANT” VICTORY

recalled, “brilliantly” delivered
up Barcelona and the richest in-

1839 amnd the Socialist
the

TLATY
Workers Parly called on

Ag a hinal “brilliant victory" of
Stalinist policy, England and the

dustrial section of Spain to Fran- waorkers to pleket the mass meet- 0ther Allied powers and their”sa-
co's fascist hordes without so ing of fascists in Madison Square! tellites have seized upon the in-
much as a fight. They “brilliant- Garden, the Stalinists boyeotted vasion of Finland as an oppor-
ly" execuled Lhousands of reve- the picket lines. Similarly the|tunity for laying the basis for

lutionaries who were Aghting I0 gialinists made practical prepar- military intervention against the
camp  againdl aijong for their coming pact with USSR, Soldiers are being sent to

the Republican
Franco, General Miaja, still a

member in good standing of the poyeotting the Aug. 19 counter-|i¢S, funds and arms, the sinews
Communist Party today, was I8 gemonstrations initiated by the ©of war, are pouring into Finland

charge of the practical work con-
nected with these “brilllant wie-

tories.” Stalin added the fnal .1 1ast sumumer against Roose- the opening provided by Stalin
niceties of hiz executioner's Loveh | s slashes of relicf, the Stal- and are now whipping up a tre-
to the tragedy of Spain by refus-|jists again boycotted the work- mendous campaign of sympathy
ing admittance of the Spanish |aps piously accepting Roosevelt’s for “poor little Finland" and hat-
refugees to the Soviet Union and |notorious strike-breaking dictum, red for Russian “imperialism.”

thus eondemning them to Fran-

co's axe or to starvation in the oouernment” and attempting to|forees of blackest reaction deal a

Fremch econcentration camps If
they were luecky enough to be|
able to escape Spain alive,

The Spanish collapse was the
major defeat suffered by the
working class during the five
yvears of the Peoples Front policy |
of Stalin. Inagmuch as this policy
gaw its definifive collapse in 1938
it Iz proper to roview its course
hriefly, as part of Stalin’s balance

‘sheet af “victories.”

SETALIN PFOLISEHED UF THE
“INSTRUMENTY OF PEACE

The Peoples Front policy began
im 1935, taking the USSR into the
Lioague of Mations, that “thieves'
kitchen,” as Lenin had termed it,
but which Stalin dubbed an “in-
strument of peace.”

In France the Peoples Front
polley cost the working class all
the gains they had made from
1834 to 1836 by militant strike

action; 1939 epded with & mili-

Coughlin's Inspirer, Hitler, by

Socialist Workers Party.
In the nation-wide WEA strike

“You can't strike against the
strangle strike action,

Last August, Stalin without so
much as tipplng off any section of
his rotted Third International,
threw overboard his entire five-

{year Peoples Froob policy against

faseism, dropped on his knees
before Hitler and signed a pact
with thiz blood-stained henchman
of the capitalist class, This casl
a new aldelight on sueh “brilliant
victories™ of Stalin as the Mos-
cow Trials in which the accused
wiere charged as being “allies"™ of
Hitler; the executlon of the Red
generals on the same charge: the
murder of an entire generalion of
Balshevilks in the purges; the bar-
ring of Soviet doors to Jewish re-
fugees Aeelng from Hitler's pog-
roma.

Fundamentally this pact was on-
Iy another capitulation foreed on
Stalin by his abapdonment of the
poticy of world reveolution and his

Join Lthe Finnish bourgesis arm-

for use against the Soviet Unton.
The Allles have made the most of

Thus Sialin has helped the
LA Blow against the distinction
in the mind of the working class
between Soviet forms and capi-
talist forms of property. J!
Stalin can well chalk down
1839 as a banner year of “bril-
liant victories” The catastrophic
defeat in Spain alone would do
that and entitle him to place 1939
even above the year 1926 in which
he brought the British general
strike to a disastrouws end, 1927-
28 when he strangled the Chinese
revolution, and 10338 when he suc-
ceeded In binding the hands of
the German workera so tightly
that not o finger was lifted again-
st the Nazis as they chopped
down the German labor mowve-
ment and marched inte power,
The year 1930 has proved to
the hilt that the only title Stalin
deserves i& that which Trotsky
long agoe gave him: “Stalin—or-

ganizer of defeats.”

i
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For the ] ingoes

On Finland --'

By FELIX MORROW

Druring the first world war the jingo social
democratic parties spoke in terms little different
than those of their capitalist rulers. However,
in each country the brazen Jingoes carried, as
protection on their left fAanks, spokesmen and
groups whose task it was to justify the war, or
at least to justify the “soccialist” jingoes, in pseu-
do-Marxist language. Thiz division of labor was
an important factor in preventing for a long
tirne & break-away of the masses from the jingoes
to a revolutionary position. Workers discontentad
with Scheidemann could be taken in tow by
Kautsky. Ramsay MacDonald caught those mov-

ing away from the British Labor Party. And so
2.

The thing is already being repeated hers In
ohe small instance. Tt s instructive to describe
it.

AL ils Jan. & meeting the American Labor
Party state committee adopted a jingoe resolu-

tion for American government aid to Finland, -

in ling with the previous pro-Ally stand taken

by the A.L.P. The Norman Thomas socialists and
the Lovestomeites voted for both resclutions.

Bul many needle-trades workers are anti-2tal-
inist, yet believe there ia something dear to the
working class in the Soviet Union which i3 worth
defending. These workers do not take well to
the stand of the AL.P. leaders, who have been
enemies of the Soviet Union from its first days,
S0 . . . the Lovestoneites undesrtake the taslk of
taking these workers into camp. As usual, this
tvpe of job goes to Wil Herberg.

Ostensibly he agrees with these workera.™
"We want to defend what remains of the
Russian FRevolution, the econcomic founda-
Lions, the nationalized ecopomy, from the
danger of restoration of private capitalism.
"Defend how and against whoem? Of
course, against invaders and forces of restor-
ation. But also against the Stalin dictator-
ghip.” (Workers Age, Jan. 13)
B0 far, so good, One beging to wonder how
Herherg is going Lo reconcile these correct state-
ments with the A LFP. position.

A Pickpocket’s Kind of Skill

The fact is that Herberg makes no attempt to
reconcile the two. Having presumably satisfied
the guestioning workers by agreeing with them
that there is a basic working class stake in the
Soviet Union worthy of defense, he then simply
goes on to drop that stake from his further cal-
culations. It is a bit of sleight of hand. It is il-
luminating to guote him:

“Easy wvictory for the Russian invader in
Finland-—which hardly seems possible any
longer—would immensely strengthen the to-
talitarian dictatorship in Russia; any sort of
victory would operate to some degree in the
gamne direction:~Victory for the Russian in-
vader would greatly stimulate the predatory
appetites of the new Stalin imperialism and
would further demolish what remains of the
Fussian Revolution. Henoe (! ! !} a Stalin
victory in Finland would most emphatically
not serve the best interests of the Russian
pecple or of world socialism.

“The inescapable conclusion of all this is
that the ‘defense of the Soviet Unfon' has no
meaning whatever for international socialism
at the present (!) moment, in connection
with the invasion of Finland. Tt may (!} arise
agaip as g significant slogan tomorrow (1),
or It may oot. Certainly it has no significance
today."”

How He Does It

The sleight of hand comes with the “hencse™
im the first parapraph. That Stalin eannot defend
the Soviet Union, that successful defense of the

Soviet Union requires the overthrow of Stalin

by the workers, that the strengthening of the
totalitarian dictatorship iz bad for world soclal-
ism--all this we sald already at & time when, for
saying it, we were denounced by the Lovestone-
ites as enemies of the Soviet Union. But what
follows from these facts? That Stalin’s overs
throw by the workers s imperative, This, and
nothing more. There does NOT follow from Lhis
the consciously dishoneat piece of sleight of band
that “Hence & Stalin vietory in Finland would
most emphatically not serve” ete.

The Russian workers, aided by the interna-
tional proletariat, must and will overthrow Btal-
in. But until theén? Tntil then, if -we are loval
to the cause of socialism, we defend the Soviet
Union against the capitalist world. The Soviet
Union cannot be defended by Stalin? The work-
ing class efforts for his overthrow must be re-
doubled. But hiz overthrow can hive meaning
only if in the interim we defend the Soviet Un-
lon against its capitalist encmies. The defeat of
Stalin by the capitalists means capitalist restors
ation in the Soviet Union. Not a political revolu-
tion will come in the wake of invading capitalist
armies, but the overturn of the national economy.

That iz what the lackeys of imperialism, the
A LLP, leaders, want, That iz not what the work-
ers want. The role of the Lovestoneltes is8 Lo mol-
lify the workers—and support the A.LP. leaders.

Roosevelt, Daladier, Chamberlain, Hoover, the
Seandinavian rulers, cte, ete., want to defeat the
Soviet Union for the bencfit of the capitalist
world—that, I hope, oobody wil! deny., From
somewhere in the capacious pockets of the im-
perialisl juggernaul comes the squeal of Lowe-
stone-Thomas atd Lheir European similars: “we
want the Finnish armiea to defeat the Soviet
Unicn for the benefit of soclallam.” Ja this not
the exact counterpart of the speciacle of the
“left’” British Labor Party and French Socialiat
Partly leaders proclaiming ihat they support the
war agalnst Germany for very different objec-
tives than those of Chamberlain and Daladier?

Is the analogy unfair? Then let somebody ex-
plain why.

Are Norman Thomas and Lovestone prepared
to defend their patriotic position before working
class audiences, in debate with Trotskyist spokes-
men? We, for our part, would more than wel-
come coming to grips with these paople.
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