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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

. A job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the e factories—operate them under
workers' contral. _

3. A Twenty-Eilllon dellar Federal public works
and heusing program.

4. Thirty-thirty—$30-weekly minimom wage—30-
hnurwuddrm:lmmnhﬂ‘aﬂwbﬂmﬂnnﬂljnhd.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Familles.
All war funds to the unemployed.
A people’s referendum on any and all wirs.
. No secret diplomacy.
An independent Labor Farty.
Workers' Defense Guards against vigilante and
Faselst attacks,
Full soclal, politleal and economlc equality for
the Negro people.

Two of a Kind

The Stalinists are among those most directly
responsible for the million-job cut in the Roose-
velt budget. [t is a question whether Roosevelt,
could have dared do it, without their pro-Roose-
velt propaganda in the labor movement during
the last four years, their conversion 'D.f the “'rﬂil'k-
ers Alliance into a company union Serving
Roosevelt, their deliberate lying to cover up his

anti-labor acts. To what lengths they went in

the service of Roosevelt can be seen—to mention
hut one instance—by reading the “reports” in the
Daily Worker during last summer’s nation-wide
WPA strike. All of Roosevelt’s own acts, they

"laid at the door of the “Tories.” Now they are

shedding crocodile tears that Roosevelt has gone
over to reaction. It is obvious to the naked eye,
however, that if tomorrow Roosevelt beckons a
finger to Stalin, the Stalinists will go back to
singing his praises and covering up his war
against the unemployed.

The Stalinist system of lying is a revolting
spectacle. It is not, however, limited to Stalinmists,
Witness, for example, the behavior of the Social-
Democrats, who hold themselves to be at the
opposite pole from the Stalinists. They are dis-
tinguished from the Stalinists in their devotion
to truth—they say. Here is the kind of truth they
peddle, in an article dealing with Roosevelt's ad-
dress last week to Congress:

“It's no secret that the editors of the New
Leader think Rooscvelt one of the greatest lead-
ers this nation has produced, despite his party
affillation. But one man deean’t make s move-
ment; one man's idealism, one man's striving for
the ‘one third of a nation' docsa't feed, clothe,
and house the millions of Jobless, Roosevelt has
done & good job. He has revolutionized, to a de-
gree, the American philosophy of government. He
has set progressive standards of public relief,
labor relations, public health and housing. from

which even the ebhullicnt GO, hopeluals can't
retreat,

“But It isn't enough. He has been sabotaged by
his own party, and the men of other parties who
were elected to care for the people during the
thirtics.” {(New Leader, dnnunry 6).

Such is the comment, of a paper which calls
itself socialist, on a speech in which Roosevelt
served notice that he was taking the lead m cut-
ting down relief, a speech supplemented by spe-
cific figures the next day wiping out a million
jobs on WPA and PWA! Can one put it down
to a lack of understanding, to a process of honest
mistakes? No! Mo more than one could find a
drop of honesty in the Stalinist whitewash of
Roosevelt or their present line,

The war-mongering editors of the New Lead-
er and the labor skates they serve, like their bro-
thers in the Second International in Britain,
France and Belgium, are part of the war ma-
chine. For the sake of a few crumbs from the
table of the “democratic” capitalists—crumbs
which go to these labor “leaders” and a thin
strata of the aristocracy of labor, but of which
the vast majority of the slaves in the British,
French and American empires are deprived —
these scoundrels are doing what they can to pul
the workers in uniform and keep them quiet and
obedient in the trenches. To do that requires sys-
tematic lying about the realities of “democracy.”
"From this well of conscious corruption comes
this latest lie in the New Leader.

We beg to be excused from the impossible
task of deciding which is worse, a Stalinist or a
Social Democrat, Earl Browder or Louis Wald-
man. The fact is, they are two of a kind.

SOCIALIST
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Stalin's Friends

The “Friends of the Soviet Union™ have sil-
ently folded their tents and melted away into the
shadows of the past.

They claimed to number millions, only a few
months ago. Loudly down the years they parad-
ed, one afler another, the swiftly changing slog-
ans of their master in the Kremlin. They pro-
claimed themselves the stoutest defenders of
Stalin's brutal purge and the witcheraft trials,

Now of a sudden they are gone. How and
when they departed no one knows, Where and
by what vote and for what reasons they dissolved
themselves, no one knows. Their liquidation came
to light just like the many “liquidations” they
hailed in Moscow. It was casually announced in
a statement about something else to the press by
their chairman, Corliss Lamont, gift of the Six-
ty Families to the Kremlin,

In the course of a statement apropos of the
Dies Committee, Lamont said: *The American
Friends of the Soviet Union, practically dormant
as a nhational organization since 1930, actually
went out of existence some time ago.”

That was all. Just like the little paragrahs in|

Stalin’s newspapers announcing that such and
such a commissar or vice-commissar was not
coming to his office anymore.

What has happened to these “‘friends” at a
time when Stalin needs friends as never before?
What has happened to all the hoarse professors,
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By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

What Happened to the

Workers Alliance?

As the Roosevell-Woodrum-Bricker-LaGuardia
drive againyst the unemployed shifts nlo high, as
federal, state and loeal relicl standards are
forced down'to ever more subhuman jevels, many
of the unemploved are no doubt wondering what
hit the Workers Alliance. How can it be that a
once-militant vnion like the Alliarce has col-
lapsed =0 miscrabiy?

For an excellent brief description of whart has
happened to the Workers Alliance we have only
to go to Herbert Benjamin, who has beéen for
years the Stalinist power behind the throne of
Alliance president David Lasser, Writes Com-
rade Benjamin, inm an article on “The LUnem-
pleyed Movement in the TLE.A.":

“The great masses are still subject to the
illusion that some easy and ‘painless” way
can be found of selving their urgent prob
fems. Opporfunist elements cater to these
illusions, . , They encourage the workers to
beislieve that mass action is unnecessary, that
the leaders can induee rellef guthorities to
improve  rellef  standards  and  eliminate
abuses. In place of mass action they employ
more or less (riendly negotiations between
unemployed leaders and relief officlals, who
wree gquite willing to encourage this kind of
relationship becanss they realize that It will
undermine the power of the uremployed

the Park Avenue pinks, the Fifth Avenue Fellow

Travelers who filled the vociferous cheering sec-/

tion when the Kremlin Casar turned his wolves
loose on the last remnants of the old Bolshevik
Party ? Where today are all these writers of reso-
lutions, signers of telegrams, these sitters in soft
seats who were to be the bulwark of the Soviet
land against those who traduced and attacked it?

They are gone, all gone in a great passing of
wind, gone with the “friends” of the Vincent
Sheehan stripe. Anybody who troubles to look
into the crowded compound of liberals, pacifists,
fakers, liars, cowards who have rushed with the
war back into the folds of their capitalists mas-
ters will find all Stalin's “friends” there. There,
after all, is where they always belonged. Having
cheered when Stalin dealt blows at the October
revolution, they are ready to cheer now as the
capitalist world gets ready to strike both at Stalin
and what remains of the October revolution,

And these: were the people who had the ef-
irontery to call us enemies of the Soviet Union!
We answered them: we would defend the real
Soviet Union—the economic conquests of Octo-
ber—against Stalin and against the capitalist
world, including Stalin’s “friends.” When the
test came, we sawd, we would be found at our
posts while the “friends” would have fled to the
enemy. It has happened.

CRUDE, BUT CLEAR ENOUGH
Under the title A Hint to the Rich”, an editorial in
the New York World Telegram, Dec, 20, appealed for
funds for Finland:
“Wea want in this connection to point out a very
practical proposition:

“Thoge whe have been loudest in their hatle of
commuBism have been the ones who have the most
to lose. Mow s the time for them to show thelr sens-
timents. . .

“Far the rich this is something in (he nature of a
bargain. They c¢an get more than a dollar for every
dollar subseribed. | . _

Wh owaord to the wize and o hint o the rich are
sometimes sufficient. And g8 an Insurance proposi
tion for the rest of the world Finnish Rellef, Inc.,
looks the best in our lifetime. . "

De Valera=-Turncoat

The English haven't had to send new Black
and Tan contingents to Ireland so far, because
this time they've got de Valera working for them.

Having taken his pieces of silver from his
English masters, the present-day head ol the
Irish.government is turning on his former com-
rades of the Irish Republican Army with noth-
ing less than bBlack and Tan savagery.

With the aid of a hysterical campaign secking
to tar the LR.A, fighters with the Nazi brush—
(de Valera himseli was called an “agent of the
Kaiser" the last time)—de Valera has put
through the Dail a law authorizing imprisonment
without trial for ‘any persons whose hberty is
deemed injurious to the safety of the State.
What else did the Black and Tans try to enforce?

De Valera's police, cheered on by the Cosgrave
“opposition,” are hunting down members of the
ILR.A. and all known {riends and sympathizers
of the struggle for Irish freedom. The Valera's
challenge has been taken up by his former com-
vades, and davs of struggle in the midst of a
European war are ahead once more in Ireland:

De Valera is teaching the bold revolutionists
of lreland—had lhc],-' pnecd to learnn it *—that
compromise with England will never make their
country [ree. It is our fervent hope that they will
also learn in this struggle that they will never win
that freedom in isolated skirmishes, however dar-
g or audacious, or by bomb, grenade, rifle, and
machine gun alone. When they rally the workers
of all lreland behind them in open, united, mass
struggle, they will find the path to victory.

organization. . . The membership is deprived

of its initlative, its militancy is vitinted, illu-

glons are promoted, and its leadership be-
comes corcupted.”

Comrade Benjamin iz mot “confessing”. He
wrote these words in The Communtst for June,
1%35. The history of the Workers Alllafce—a
history he himself {8 largely responsible for—
bears out word for word the accuracy of his an-
alyziz, Mo, Comrade Benjamin is not “confessing™
—but can he put off the day much longer?

Socialism Comes to Finland

For weeks now the Dally Worker has been
reporting Red Army victories in Finland, wvie-
tories which have been suppressed by the rest
of the press. So, too, with the advance of social-
iam into Finlahd behind the tanks of the Red
Army, Of the glant strides towards 3talino-so-
cinlism reported by the Daily Worker day afier
day, not & word in the N, Y. Times. But now at
Inst a stride has been made that s s0 gigantic
that even the lying bourgecis press deesn't dare
to suppress it.

It seems that on Deeember 11, 1939—historic
date! —the inhabitants of the Finnish village of
Harku sssembled and elected o "commilice of
the Working People's Front in Karku”. {The
Times does not specify just where Karku is, but
we may assume, considering the progress of the
Fed Army, that it is fairly close to the border.)
Thiz was no paper organization. At once the
Working People's Front swung into action.
Boldly, it took over theguudﬁl of a local trading
company and, ‘after making a careful inventory
of them, it proclaimed—a reduction in the price

of matches from 2 marks to 1% marks. Nor did
the Waorking FPeople's Front stop there in ils
headlong rush towards socialism. It marked salt
down from 2% to 1% marks, and slashed the
price of coffee from 20 to 16 marks a pound.

Thiza revalutionary actlon—coming dangerously
close Lo outright expropriation —was in line with
the egqually daring program of Comrade Kuusi-
nen's “Finnish People's Government™, It s true
the Kuusinen regime felt it prudent to proclaim
their respect for private property. (After all,
they're respectable bureawerats, not adventuriats
and putschizts.) But they didn't hesitate to raize
such revolutionary demands as the eight hour
day mnd even vacations with pay. Mor can Com-
rade Kuusinen be blamed if thess particular de-
mands happen to have been won, yoars age, by
thez Finnish labor unions. He hasn't been in Fin-
land for & long time.

But it must be admitted that Comrade Kuusi-
nen made o bad mistake when he omitted from
hig revolutionary program any refercoee to col-
lective farming. He had excellent reasoms for
thiz omission: he thought the Finnizh landlords
wouldnt ke It. But nonetheless it turns out to
have been a bad tactical error, For now, accord-
ing to the N. Y. Times of Jan. 5 the Manner-
heim-Tanner regime is expected to intreduce
“the Russian collective farm system™ itaelf in
arder to prosecule the war more succezafully.

Discouraging daye for Comrade Huusines,
whose revolutionary program turns out to be
lagging behind not only the Finnish labor fakers
but even behind the Finnish bourgeols govern-

hﬂir by James Burnham

Government

Roosevelt’s War Budget

ment itself, Bul anyway, matcheés now cost ]"&l
mark less in Karku,

Correction

Towards the end of last week's column t.‘nia|
amazing statement occurred: "“The handful of!
families at the top, those with incomes of over
$10,004 a year (more than half the total number
of families in the country) actually apend more
each year than thelr incomes. . " This should
rénd: “The handful of families at the top, those
with incomes of over £10000 a wear, save half
their income, while all famllies with $1, or
less income (more than half the total number
of families in the country) actually spend more !
each year than their income™, ete., ete. |

A Little Anthology of War
Poetry, No. 2 -

The British Broadeasting Company recently
broadeast to the Empire a new war song, which
goes as follows!

Run Adelf, run Adolf: run, ran, rong

Look what you've been gone and done, done,

done;

We will knock the stuffing out of you,

Field Marshal Goerlng and Goebbels too,

You'll lose yvour place in the sun, sun, sung

Soon you poor dog, you'll get none, none

Tane, ‘

You will lop with Herr von Ribbentrop,

Bo run Adolf, run Adolf; ran, rum, rum.

The title of this song, according to the British
Broadeasting Company, is “Run, Adolf, Run.”

News Briefs from France

Ey a decree issued November 15, working

hours are increased to 72 per week, with a max-
imum of 14 hours set per day. For women and
children, the limit is set at 80 hours per week
and 10 hours per day!
It raust be remembered, in addition, thal the
Hengthening of . the work week and day doesn't
jat all make for a larger pay envelope. Through
'a complicated aystem of overtime-pay-taxes and
‘wage-taxes, the essential features of which we
described in & previous column, the French work-
or now gets the same pay for 80 hours of work
that he received for 40 hours before the out-
break of Lhe war.

Strikes ave, of course, outlawed. Bul, more
than that, revisions in wage rates can be made
only by government decree. .

The shop steward system has been abolished.
The men can no longer elect their represcnta-
tives. They may be represented only by officiala
of the “loyal” trade uniong—that is, unions thal
have been purged, with police ald, of all “non-
conformist” elements.

The difference in working conditions under the
French “democracy” and the Nazi dictatorship
is practically at the vanishlog point.

" " -

We mentioned here last week that the agita-
tion of the bourgeols “pacifists” like Flandin, de-
Monzle and Eonnet iz tolerated by the govern-
ment. The same situation holde true, we leéarn,
algo for the Paul Faure wing of the French So-
cialist Party (S.F.L0O.). It must be remembered
that Paul Faure hailed the “Munich” peace. On
the other band, the Leon Blum wing of the party,
although completely patriotic, iz being harassed
by the authorities, Some of it most prominent
members are being sent to the front. Blum was,
aof eourse, militantly “anti-Munich', All of which
would seem to indicate that the Daladier regime,
on the fence most of the time, is at the least
leaving the door open towards the conclusion of
a truce with Germany, in order to direct its guns
elaswhere.

Troubles of the British Empire

Latest to stir rebelliously against the Union
Jack are the lowly Lascars, those native East
Indinn seamen who are the backbone of British
shipping in the Far East.

The Lascars are simply walking off the ships
when théy reach’ ports which seem to them to
be appreaching the war zone, They are intent
not to shed one drop of blood for the Empire

Thus, in Swiney, Australia, Lascar crews who
‘had quit refused 100 per cent increages in pay
and preferred to remain on the beach, The gov-
¢rnment had to import, by airplane from Cal-
cutta, a certain Khan Bahadur Fazlul Earim—
a native “strong” man—to break thelr resist-
ance, However, he has met only with partial suc-
cess. Deapite his presence, a Lascar crew held a
public demonstration in Sydoey at the end of
Movember, declaring its firm intention to stay
out of the war and demanding relief pending re-
patriation to India,

In the World of quor

By Paul G.

Stevens =

"There is no doubt in my mind" Mr., Fazlul
explained to the Australian press, “that power-
ful influenges have been at work somewhers to
prevent the Lascars from going about their
duties in the ordinary way. . . We must not for-
get that it was they, largely, who kept the sea
rouges open by serving loyally in the Great War"

Can it be that the experience resulting from
“serving loyally”—the continued ensluvement of
India—has something to do with the “powerful
influehces” at work?

L] L] L]

Under pressure from the labor ranks, who
ave en masse defeated the government's wvol-
untary recruiting drive, the Australinan Labor
Farty has officlally gone on record against cons
seription and “against the despatch of forces
overseas."” The leaders of the party are having

difficulties, steering a course of asoclal patrintlisml

in which they cannot go the whole hog.
L] L L3

"Wheatgrowera in Victoria and Western Aus-
tralia aay they ave determined not to deliver
their wheat unless the Commonwealth govern-
ment agrees to increase the guaranteed price.”
—item in the Sydocy Herald.

The farmers are falling in line with what ap-
pears to be a pretty definite movement to give
the British rulers a pack of headaches, i

Labor Looks Through

The Press J

By Arthur Hopkins

William 5. Koudsen of General Motors says:
“The place of America today, the Amerlcan
Standard of Living, depends more on the skill

of our mechanics than any other clazs.” Thatl's!

why, no doubt, the mechanics—Knudsen's auto
workers, for instance—don't get the American
Standard of Living,
Y L 3 L
Zaid the late Edward A, Filene, multi-million-
aire Boston merchant: “Why shouldo't the
American people take half my income away from
me? I toeok it all away from them!"
- o ]

A bedbug doesn't reach maturity until it bas
taken five bites out of a human being. And a
bags doesn’t start getting rich untll he has at
least five persons working for him,

L] L [

King George VI Ig delaying his visit to Durbar,
Tmidia, to be crowmed emperor because the way
the Indiang are acling up, he doesn't guite know
how Lhey'll do it. Bome of his Indian subjecta not
only hove nivited him t.u. come, but have daved
him, They want to crown him, all right

® w Fl
PEACE LOVER

The United States governmenl has landed lta

troops on foreign scil on more than 100 Occa-

siops during the past 115 years.

For Whose Defeusﬂ?

Politicians ordinarily use key words not so much
to describe clearly what they mean as for the sake
of the feclings the words arouse, Imagine, for exam-
ple, what a difference it would make in the public at-
titude if armament expenditures in the budget were
listed undep the title, "Imperialist Aggreasion,” in-
alead of “National Defense.”

Now the funds for armaments which Roosevelt
has proposed for the fiscal year 1940-41 are worth
thinking about. 31500000000 are included for the
"regular” expenses of the army and navy. $272,000,-
O} ig asked as an emergency deficlency appropriation
for this year; and 3302,000,000 for “emergency™ items
during the coming fiscal vear, These, totulling the cal-
ossal sum of $2.374,000,000, only begin to indicate the
true burden of war op the community.

Interest on the public debt will come to $1,100,-
000,000. War and armament expenditures during the
past twenly-five years have amounted to far more
than the entire federal debt; and, sioce these expend-
itures serve no concelvably useful social function, it
is entirely legitimate to charge the whole interest
payment against war. Pensions will come to $T,200,-
000,000; at least three-fourths resulting from war.
Out of the $1,100,000,000 Nsted for public works, a
minimum of several hundred millions will go to war
projects. Similarly with the $1,300,000,000 allotted for
work relief. The $1,000,000,000 for “regular operating
expenditures” includes at least a couple of hundred
milliona for activities of State, War, Navy, Justice
departments that would have no place except for war.

Figured very conservatively, this will give us
arcund $5 300,000,000 which last week Roosevelt pro-
posed for war—nearly two-thirds of the budget of
the federal government. We can say without exagger-
ation that governments in the modern imperialist

world have become, first and foremost, war-making
machines,

What is to be Defended?

When the phrase “national defense” is used about
armaments, it 18 designed to suggest certain pletures
to the minds of the ordinary honest people of the
country. We imagine bombera swarming over the
eities, troops landing in Californin and Florida, tanks
storming down from Canads or up- from Mexico,
And it seems most natural to think: should we not
kave the means to defend ourselves—our homes and
children—from the invaderg.™

Even if we approached the problem from a purely
military point of view, and thought carefully about

what the money is being spent for, these pictures
would rapidiy disappear.

On the new program, for instance, are ten huge
battleships either already begun or soon to be start-
ed. Two of them are at present designed to be of
45,000 tons displacement—the largest in the world,
Eﬂﬁ';ting £00.000,000 each. Btill larger sizes are being

ebaled,

But battleships are not gulted to defend the shores
of & country in a literal gense. They operate at a
long distance from their bases, Shore defenses feature
submarines, mines, coastal artillery, mosquits boats,
ete. Mo imaginable attack against the shores of the
United Btates would require these battleships
(though, for that matter, no attack of any kind

uE:unat the shores of the United States {s imagin-
able).

The truth i that the military expert's idea of
“defensive” and “offensive” iz completely different
from that of the layman. For the expert, the job is
simply that of winning the given war; and he adopts
a defensive or offenslve strategy, of shifts them, in
line with this single objective, He cannot permit him-
self the sentimental luxury of preferring defense
meraly because it gives him a better conscience.

And, in the case of a war against another nation
or nations, the fighting machine of this country is
derigned to enrry on war thousands of miles away
from the shores. It is defensive only with respect to

an internal war: that is, to suppress a workers' rev-
alutiomn,

Thoze who honestly support Roosevelt’s “natlonal
defense” program because they believe its object is
to safeguard home and children are, whether they
like it or not, upholding & policy of aggressive exter-
nal war. This can be clearly seen from a military
analysis alone. '

And Whose Nation?

As always, the military objective iz aubordinate to
the social and political objectives. The government ig
building an aggressive military machine, designed
for external combat far from the shores of this
country, because the government has an aggressive
social and politicat policy.

From this more fundamental point of view, it is
correct 1o speak of *“national defense,” just as the
armies and navies of France and Germany and En-
gland are all part of their national “defenses.” The
purpose of the armed forces is to defond the interosts

or

of the nation; and “nation” here means the imperialist -

government, representative of the big bankers and
industrialists, of the Sixty Families.

But defense of these interesis requircs offense

against the interests of the peoples of South Ameri= |

¢a, China, and against rival powers and, above all,
offense against the interests of the people of the
United States. The new budget shows this last point
in the most brazen fashion: in order to achieve funds
for “national defense” the budget takes funds away
from the people, from the starving and homeless
unemployed. Reosevel's first line of “national de-
fense” is his attack on the livinng standards and
rights of the people of the United States.

It Is in every way legitimate for the people to wish
to defend themselves and their homes and their free-
dom from any and all enemies. But the chief enemy
attacking the people iz nelther Hitler nor Stalin nor
the Hi!m-:lﬁ, but HRoosevelt himself and his govern-
ment: it ia his G-men who are smashing labor and’
democratic rights, his whip that is slashing relief
funds, his party that refuses to establish humanly de-
cent wages' and hours' standards, his general staff
that s compleling its plans to hurl the youth af
the country into death far away, for the sake of his
program of imperialiat expansion.
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