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r C“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN

I‘he CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF
WHERE LAEOR WITH A BLACK
SHIN 15 BRANDED” — HARL
MARK.

Negro Question
——By J. R. JOHNSON =—=

The sharecropper was one of the particular
darlings of Rooscvelt's freside chats, He was
really the forgotten man, He was at the bolbtom
of the one-Lhird of a nation. How has he fared
ynder the benevolent (in words) rule of the de-
funct MNew Deal? Let us hear again from the
man on the spot:

“T gmn afraid it is getting monotonous to write
of the nausesting poverty of the cotton shares
cropperg, tenants and day laborers. 8o much has
been written about it that it seems that every-
one should know all the details, Yet it has to be
seen and lived to really understand to what deg-
radation human beiogs bave fallen under the sys-
tem of landlordism and capitalist exploitation.
I found one family of nine with one fork for the
whole family. I leave the sceénce at mealtime to
your imagination. For a solid week I did not once
get a chance to sit down comfortably simply
because the few chalrs the croppers posses are
generally of the cane seat variety with the seat
missing. _

g understand the bitter wrath under the
surface of their feelings you must realize that
grievances are plling up because of little eco-
nomic advantages which croppers used to enjoy
are one by one being eliminated. It used to be,
for instance, that wood for cooking and heating
was free. But the rapid elearing of the land bas
finally resulted in the cropper having to buy
conl, Hunting and fishing used to be counted on
to supplement thelr scanty fare. But fish and
game -laws and license reguirements have
stopped & practically free source of food. The
landlord seems unconcerned about these things.
He stops his croppers from having pigs and
chickens for fear that croppers will steal his corn
for feed. The cropper would be quite willing to

grow his own eorn but that is not permitted |

beeause it would take time away from the cot-
ton ¢crop. The same thing goes for a vegetable
garden, And so an accumulation of grievances
builds up and makes the cropper eager for the
message of unionism as a partial answer to his
economic problemsa, |

*I wonder how those people survive the winter.
Poeumonia {8 bound to get them. Tuberculosis

has gotten two of them in the “Loat Ceolony'”
camp in the last six weeks, The tuberculosis was

not contracted in “Lost Colony' camp. I was

eoptracted In their work as sharecroppers, [iv- |

in gin houses unfit for habitation and eating
food unfit for consumption.

“MNo Bosses After Awhile”

Although their state has been getting worse
with the gpeneral decline of Lthe capitalist system,
it is nothing new. What is new is & united at-
temnpt among the croppers to fight for something
approaching human living standards. The crop-

., pars are organizing. Into two unions, the STFU

and ihe UCAPAWA (the Southern Tenant Farm-
ers Union apd the TUnited Cannery, Agricultural,
Packing and Allied Workers of America}, they
are organizing. Black and white, they are organ-
izing.

And in spite of all repressions, they are organ-
izing. When they meet at & cropper’s cabio,
there are defense guards posted up and down the
road, But the morale i3 good, whether at & local
meeting in & cabln or a distriet mecting., They
begin ordinacily by sioging “Freedom,"” thelr own
song, two of the many stanzas of which go as
followa:

Oh Fresdom, Oh Frecdom,

There'll be freedom after a while,

"Cause before T'11 be a slave

Il be buried in my grave,

Hp there'll be some freedom after a while,
Boaa'll miss me, Bossl'll miss me,

Boaa'll miss me after a while,

"Cpuse before I'11 be & slave

I'll be buried in my grawve,

20 thers'll be no bosses after a while.

Watch January 10th

Cnr correspondent attended the meeting of the
leaders of the southeast Missouri locala of the
TVCAPAWA. “108 leaderd arrived in time for the
meeting. Several dozen more didn't get there be-
cause of breakdowns in their dilapidated cara. The
camp 18 from 60 to 140 miles from the cotion
district, a3 & meeting in the cotton district can-
oot take place in pur fres country.

“The meeting was for the purpese of instroct-
ing leaders as to the correct steps to take in the
imminent crisia. Evictets are already being noti-
fed to vacate their land by January lat, which,
with ten days' grace, will mean January 10th.
Usually the planters do not give this notice untll
after Christmas. . . . They are that kind-hearted.
But this year they fust can't wait. Thelr greed
for the government payment, in which the crop-
per won't share if the landowner switcheas to
day labor, is so strong that they won't take a
chance on a last minute ruling by the AAA
wwhich may upset thelr plana of getting their
mitts on that government check. It s koown by
now that if the landowner gets the entire AAA
check his laber cost for makisg & cotton crop is
entirely absorbed by the govermment, so that
hig cotton crop costa the landowner nothing,
nelther affort nor momey. The situation is com-
parable to the govermment meeting a factory
payroll and permitting the owner of the factory
to have the product. ...

“This Ain’t Our Government”

“A social explosion may take place on Janu-
ary 10th. . . . There I8 no place for these land-
less, homeless people to go except thelr 93 acre
camp near Poplar Eluff. We are looking for
thousands of families to start marching towards
the camp. The Chamber of Commerce of Poplar
Eluff has already passed a motion refusing them
mccess to their own land, in order to keep them
out of ‘their county.”

Croppers are not yet strong. They are in two
unlons instend of one. They are opposed by the
united strength of reaction. But they ars gaining
one advantage that must eventually sweep every-
thing before it—the realization of thelr own
strength, the knowledge that they must fight,
black and white, together. As one cropper put it,

“Thias aln't our government. The sheriff ain't
our sheriff, the governor ain't our governor, the
president ain't our president. Some day we'll

change that.” :
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In fact, despite some pious in-
terjections about his  peaceful
alma, the whole logie of this main
segtion of his speech was aimed
to justify Americean intarvention
i the war, not becsuse of Ime-
mealiate danger to America, but
on a  paendo-Messianic  theory
that it is the business of Ameri-
can Imperialism to put the world

in order.
“Far it becomes clearer and
clearer that the futuee world

will be a shabby and danger-
ous place to Uve in—ewven for
Americans to live in—if it Is
ruled by foree in the hands of a
fow, . We must look ahead and
s the kind of lives oour child-
ren would have to lead If &
large part of the rest of the
world were compelled to wor-
ship & god imposed by a mil-
itary muler. . We must look
ahead and ses the effect on our
future generations If world
trade is controlled by any na-
tion or group of nations which
sets up that control throogh
military foroe”

It was in this grandicss pose
af solver of the wrold's problems
that Roosevell called for increas-
eg in taxation to provide the um-
precedented sums he was seeking
for the army and navy.

Increases in taxation to buy
puns to put the world in “onder™

-this was the demand of the pre-
gident who, in thes¢ seven Years
of economic crisishas not onee
| suboed for increased taxes to pro-
| vide jobs and relief for America's

jobless and hungry millions! In
| that one fact is revealsd the utter
hypocrisy of his pseado-Messianic
e

“Order”—For What?

| The “order" hé wants to impose
on the world Has nothing to do
with peace and freedom and se-
curity. For it that were his aim,
he could have done something
during these past seven years Lo
provide jobs and food for Ameri-
ca's refugees at home, He wanta
an “order” In which American
financieras and industrialists can
reign suptreme in the world's mar-
keta and dictate to all the terma
on which they can do business
with America. That is what he
meant when he said:

“We dp not have to go to
war with: other natlons, but™—
what @ revealing word, that
bnt!—"at least we can strive
with other natlons to encour
age the kind of pesce that will
lighten

(Continued from Page L) i

Roosevelt Tells Congress
He Wants Guns, Not Jobs

world, and by so doing help
| our own nation as well.”

A owar or a “peace” to conguer
the world's markets and fields of
investment on  behall of "Wall
sStrect—that is Fooacvelt's abm,
scarcely hidden by the rhetorie of
his speech.

No humanitarian motives are
moving him. That foct can be
testified to by the milllons who
went hungry these spven years,
the WI'A workers whom he
fired, the WPA strikers whom
he dlsmissed and jalled, the
milllons «of European refugses
who clamored wvainly at hls
floors, the thirteen million Ne-
groes who live In his Demoaera-
tie South under fascist condl-
tions.

And to carry out his war of
v:l:-nqufst undisturbed, Roosewell
demanded “national unity". The

«“mational

atruggle of labor for its righta he
characlerized, in thinly veiled
terms, as & doetrine which "sets
tryving to set our own people to
fighting agpong themselves, "
better lfe, all militant altempts
to defend the rights of labor and
led as treason because it disrupts
unity.” Roosevelt is
laylng the ground for systematic
the unemployed, are to be label-
class against class" and “weaken-
ing us in the face of danger, by
Hencemorth all demands for o
suppression of labor's rights!

Every workingclass group

shoulil read and study HRoose- |
velt's annual message to Con- |

gress, in order to reallze the
niecessity for mobllizing the La-
bor. movernent. in. defense
against the oppression which
arg . cloaked. by this psuedo-
Mes-sianic polley

"ANNALIST"” SAYS
STOCK MARKET HIT
BY SOVIET WAR

The Annalist, economic journal
published by the New York
Times, authoritative spokesman
for the capitalist class, makes
several editorlal comments about
Fussia's invasion of Finland, in
its Dwecember T isste,

“The Intermational Mickel Come
pany has been deéeveloplng newly
discovered nickel deposits in Fin-
land.” It bas spent an estimated
total of ST.200.000 since 1833,
"Inmsmuch as 8 per cent of the
world's nickel production is pro-
duced in Canada, the strategic
importance of this Finnish de-
posit to Russla and its friend
Germany is self-evident. In view
of Russin's puppet, socialistic
Siate projecied for Finland, what
will happen to these {anadian
and Britlsh-owned deposits is
equally self-evident.

. . . The stock marlket s des
finitely behind industrial produc-
tion. . . . Theg advance of com-
munism into Poland and now
Finland and the abolition of pri-
vate property in those areas,
actual or ¢eventual, is certainly
pot a development lkely to en-

courage enhancement of  stock
values. An-eventual collapse of
Germany may Hkewise see com-
munism spring up in Europe's

“Mr. Lloyd George siated
that there seomed to be thres
posalble policies:

1. Milltary infervention. It
I8 trus that the Bolsheviki
movemment s ns dangerous to
civilizatlon as German milltar-
lsm, but as to putting it down
by the sword, is there any one
who proposes it?. .. If he now
proposed to send & thousand
British trbops to Russis for
that purpose the armies would
mutiny. The same applies to
U.5. troops in Siberia; also to
Canadians and French ad well.
The mers ides of crushing Bol-
shevism by military force Is
purs madness.”

This guotation from the official
| report on the meeting of the
Council of Ten, held at the Qual
d'Oraay on January 16, 1818, {ells
us why  Allied intervention
againat the newborn Boviet TUn-
fon was a fallure. (See The Bal-
Iitt Mission to Russia, by Wil-
Ham C. Bullitt, for a full account
of this meeting.) The Allies dis-
regarded this wvery scneible ad-
viee of Lloyd George—and began
to run inte the dificulties he
here foretells. The firat line of de-
fenge of the Soviet Union has al-
ways been the simple fact that
the massea in other countries
were unwilling to bear arms
against the workers' fatherland.
This line of defense has now been
terribly weakened by Stalin's in-
vagton of Finland.

Two weaks after Lloyd
George's remarks at the Yer-
gailles Conference, bamely on
January a0, 1919, the first mu-
tioy broke out In the anti-Bolahe-
vik forces, A regiment of French
infantry stationed on the border
betwesn Rumania and Russia re-
fused to march against the Reds.
(Many of these soldicrs had tal-
en part in the 1817 mutinies on
the Western Front, and had been
gent to the Saloniki Front te
“ppol off.)

THIRTY MUTINIES—ONE
DESCURIBED IN DETAIL

Among the French soldiers and
sallors sent against the Bolshe-
viks in 1919, more than thirty
mutinies broke out, paralyzing
the whole interventionist effort.
They oceurred in Odessa, Galatz
(Rumania), Sevastopol, Hherson
{Crimea), Beirut (Byria), Itea
(Greece), Viadivostok, and even
at Toulon on French soll. The
story of the mutiny on the battle-
ship France i a typlcal and dra-
matie apiscde. Lat us follow it in
detall.

The France had not touched at

leading industial country. In that

the trougles of the event, the actual cooperation be-

4. “"We Won’t Fight the Bolsheviks!”

M U 1T

The Black Sea Mutinies

a French port since 1816, When
the armistice came, the men
were overjoved. They would go
home at last! Bot on December
2 the France salled for the
Black Sea. When she arrived im
Chlessa, her sallors had their firat
contact with the Bolsheviks. In-
cidents took place such as Andre
Marty, one of the leaders of the
mutiniea, describes in his boal,
“La Revolte de la Mer Nodre":

A small detachment of Red
cossacks passed. Very simply,
they came oviér and shoolk our
hands, This sponfaneous ges-
ture towards thosea who had
be=en Aghting them only a few
days before touched us. One of
us who Knew & little Husslan
started a conversation. One of
the cosaacks nshed us why wa
treated them Uke enemiles,
sinee  they were fighting
ngninst  the exploiters snd
bosses, We wers  smbarassed
and understood the shamefol
roele our government was mak-
ing us play. Our coourade
promiséd them we would not
hinder thelr struggle for free-
dom. We parted the warmest
of friends. .

Conditions were bad in the
¥French Black BSBea fleet. Mail
from home cameé ftwo months
e, AL 20 degrecs below Dero,
the sailors were dresscd in rag-
ged linen sults. Worat of all, 700
railors had to do the work of
2100 on Lthe France, When the
ghip reached Sevastopol, the or-
der was given to lay down a bar-
rege against the Red troopa.
HSome of the men locked them-
selves in the Iavatories and re-
fused to carry out orders. The
next morning when wviceé-admiral
Amet, the comander of the feel,
was leaving the ship he was
booed and hissed.

Four sallora were arrestad,
among them Vulllemin, the lead-
er of the real mutiny. The next
day coaling of TO) tons of coal
for Easter Sunday and Monday

was ordersd. Then men wers

Behind the Lines

(Continuad from Page 1)
The Finns, by Inflicting defeats,
prove that the Russian milltary
machine 18 not as formidable and
Russia Is not as Invulnerable as
advertised. Thus the groond s
removed from under the feet of
the Intriguers. If Rosala ls re-
vealed a8 wealer than imagined,
thers is oo need to be anxious
about the bolshevist menace to
Europss,"™

What this means concretely,
Augur indicates, is that exten-
give aid will be given to the Finns
and the Swedes persusded fto
come in to make sure the Hus-
inng remain deeply enpaged in
the north. This will have the dou-
ble effect of cutting off the al-
wiays problematical Russian aid
to Germany and leawve the pow-
ers fres fo crush thelr enemies,

one after another.

tween Germany and the Boviet,
which s now comsploucus by its
abasence, may have implications
that are not at all pleasant to
visnalize, This#riousaesd of Fus-
sia's invasion '¢f Finland appears
to have been minimized by most
commentators, but it has certain-

Iy besn recognized by the stock
market.”

by “Spartacus”

tired and boped for a reat after
thelr fallpue at Odesss. And now
even their holiday was to be tak-
en away, Dissatisfaction was ex-
preased quite openly. In the aft-
ernpon, those who did not want
to coal the next day were ordered
to assemble cm- the forward deck
after mass. 400 sailors gathered.
Marty describes what happened:
All of a sudden they began
to slng. First the Song of
dessa. Then-—shouts arose
through the calm spring eve-
ning. . . .The forward LUght Is
put sut and in reply the Inter-
national s sung. The officars,
terrifled, assemble on the rear
deck and arm themselves. And
now from the Jean-Bart comes
the same song. Then cries of
“To arms! To the water!
GGuns!" amd the sallors mush
towards the rear Wnocking
down the sergeant at arms.
The mutiny had begun. Soon a
delegation was appointed to find
out the situation on other boats,
A steam pinnece was comman-
degred for the oceasion. The
Jean-Bart was the firat to be vis-
ited. Here the dJdelegates ran
through the sleeping quarters of
the crew shaKing the hammocks
and crying “Get up! Get up! Revy-
olution! To the Bridge!™

A "DEBATE" BEETWEEN
ADMIEAL AND SAILORS

In the meantime, vice-admiral
Amet, warned of the mutiny on
the France, came to restore or-
der, His first appeal, “Thers are
200 bad Frenchmen in the crew"
was met with cries of “Kill the
tyrant! Hill him! Get rid of him!
Kill bhim!" Then he trled “The
bolabeviks are abominable ban-
dits . . . who Kill womeén fnd
children and old people.” A sail-
or countersd: “¥You are the real
bpndit! Because I stood up for
my rights, you let me rot in &
darle eell. It is you who, without
ecatuse, pitilessly condemn aallors
to § and 10 wyears of forced la-
bor!" The admiral's was in-

terrupted by criea of “He lea! He

L]
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TOLEDO SCHOOLS REOPEN AFTER
SIX WEEKS,; TEACHERS STILL UNPAID

il school children, after a slx-
weslk shutdown doe to “lael of
funds,” but nobody knows how
long the scheols will remain apen
or when the teachaers will be paid,

By cloging the schools for six
weeks the Board of Education eut
the current deficit to $600,000,
but mobody koows where that
sum {5 coming from. Neither
atate or ity authorities are moak-
ing a move to find the funds, Pro-
posed abolilion of “frills"™—kin-
dergartens, trade schools, health

TOLEDO, Ohio, Jan. 2—services—would provide less than
Schools opencd today for the 45,20 per eent of the deficit

The 1500 teachers have not
beeen paid since mid-Oetober. For
¢ight years now they have heen
paid fmm‘ﬂlt}' to 88 per cent of
their galarles, Yet the favorile
solution of the Toledo Real Es-

tate BHoard is to “solve"™ the
school eorlsie by slashing the
teachers® salaries. Fortunately,

the temachers are beginning to
fight back, A strike of the teach-
¢rs looms a8 a real poasibility in
the event their salaries are cut
any further.
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is tryiog to put us to aleep! It's
a lat of rot!™

the sallors were In Do mood for
carressing speeches. “This 13 not
the time to say o mass, Hill the
tyrant! Bandit! Assassin!, To
Toulon! To Toulon!"™ they eried.
“What do you want?" the Ad-
miral asked feebly. And the sall-
ors forcelully presented thelr de-
mands: No coaling on the Z20th
and 21st—end of Intervention in
Russla and immediate retura
home of the France—leaves for
the crew—softening of discipline
—=petter food—hbetter mail con-
venienees — demobilization, fol-
lowin gout the decrees sent from
Parls—110:0 men on board, not
T(H) — better disciplinary regime
(there are endless ingpections but
no clotheés). The demands con-
cluded: "The war on Russia is
unconstitutional. Clemenceau has
violated the constitution.'

“THAT RAG MEANS
CIVIL WARM™

The following morning, Easter
Bunday, the sallors slept late.
When they did get up there was
“much aolmation and little
work”., The International was
sung and the red fag raiged. A
thrilling sight to the holshevika
on the shore, but to the ofcera
on beard an ominous portent:
One of them says, “You don't un-
derstand what that rag means!
This iz civil war.” Angry volces
reply, “Too bad! You asked for
i

One officer proposes that if or-
der |a restored “a bottle of cham-
pagne will be given to each gall-
or” at dinner. They know what
this means. "We are not flsh; we
caonot be caught on & hook." The
hook bad been tried at breakfast.
It was sugar in the coffes. And
again at Junchilme — a four
coursa EBEaster dinner with wine
retiona doubled.

But the sailors were not de-
luded by the kindness of thelr

maaters. Father they were en-

The admiral |
changed his tune: “My children,
I beg of you, restore order.’” But|topol. There they decided om &

couraged at their own successes,
Dwring the morning the French
sailors had been fraternizing with
Russian workers who had come
out in small boats. The officers
had tried to keep the workers and
sadlors apart but, after one sharp
conflict, the officers were con-
vinced that the crew meant busi-
peas, A boatload of sailors re-
turning from leave were greeted
By the International. They re-
sponded and raised a red belt as
a symbol of their revolutionary
comradeship.

In the afternoon a number of
the sallors of the Framce wers
granted leave to go into Sewvas-

demonatration with sailora of the
aother boats in the harbor, They
were  Jolped in their march
through the town by Russian
workers until the marchera num-
bered 2000, The marchers wers
orderly and in a jovial holiday
mood. Quiside o pharmacy they
were stopped by a Freénch officer
who wished them to give up their
red flag, He was pushed aside,
And then from an ambush, ma-
chine gun fire. Six sallors and six
civillans were killed, The murder-
ers were officers from the Jean-
Bart. This last attempt of the
masters Lo frighten the mouotin-
cors  ioto Submission only oce-
mented the comradeship between
the French and Russign oppress-
ed and determined the sailors to
continue their struggle.

That evening a delegation
from the army came on board
the France and demanded that
the French troops in Sevastopol
be demobilized and sent home
with the fleet. The pext day, Ad-
miral Amet agreed that the
France should =all for home on
April 23, to be followed by the
rest of the fleet A wesk later.
Once the Francoe was back in
French waters, the leadera of the
mutiny, despite promises to the
contrary, were tried and sen-
tenced to prison terms. But the
military authorities did not dara
to carry out any death sentences
against the mutineers of the
France — or, for that matter,

agalnat any of the Biack BSea
rabels,

The easence of these mutinbes
wis expressed In the slogans at
the end of & leaflet clroulated
by the mutinesrs throughout
the Black Sea feet: “WE
WON'T FIGHT THE BOL-
SHEVIES! WORHERS OUGHT
NOT TO EKILL WORHERS!
OUR ONLY ENEMIES ARE
THE OFFICERS!"

|_In This Corner

e by MAX SHACHTMAN

Finland — And a
Word About Poland

The rulibg class nowadays differs in many
ways from the ruling classes centurles ago. In
those days, wars of rapine and booty could be
carried out, with all their attendant misery for
the people, without the creation of great war-
m¥ths, Armies were more or less mercenary
and the arming of the people for war was not
required on anything like the scale demanded
by war today.

Modern war requires at least the tacit support
of millions, The powera that be would never
dare to equlp the masses with modern arms
without that support. But how aecquire {t? The
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masses are suspicious enough as it is—and rest-

less enough. They cannot very easily be gotten

to serve as caonon fodder if they are told that

the war is being fought for colonial empire or
new sources of raw material or flelds of in-
vestment of surplus capital. They have to be
gEiven a more idealistic aim: democracy, justice,
freedom, defense of popular rights, struggle
againgt despotizm, and the ke, Onee the mazses
have been sufficiently confused and polsoned

with lies, their masters feel less uneasy about

providing them with arms which, as history
has showed so often, have the ingenious faculty:
of snooting no matter what direction they are,
pointed in. . . .

Even Hitler, who rules at home all the weapons
of totalitarian terror, finds himself obliged to
drug his slaves with the propaganda that they
are fighting, in the war, for the establishment
of "socialism.” Stalin, arch-suppressor of revo-

lution, finds it wise to tell the masses that they " %

are fighting for the “liberation of the peoples.”

In the “democracles” war i3 being fought, of °

course, for the “preservation” of democracy and
the "Independence” of the small nations.

Right now, the war-mongers are having a
poison-picnlc with Finland. People are literally
starving to death amid unprecedented wealth—
in Cleveland and not only in Cleveland. That's
& bit of a scandal, you see, and it has to be
covered up, especially in face of the fact that the
rulera of the United States, who haven't any
money to spare for the prevention of starvation,
have hundreds upon hundreds of milllons of dol-
lara for the building up of the biggest war
machioe this country has ever knmown, Placed
starkly side by side, that wouldn't look =0 good.

The hue and ery over Finland helps to cover

up both,

Starving or well-fed—what does it matter?
ety the champagne-and-caviar-stuffed bankers
and industrial magnates. The important thing
Is to prepare to defend ourselves, our women
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and children and’ dur modest 1ittle himeés o !

Newport and on Park’ Avenue. Look at poor
little Finland! How democratic! How brave!

A Few Words On Poland

These remarks about the Wir-mongers amd
poor little Finland reinind us about the chauvi-

nistic campalgn of the war-mongers about poor

little Poland, only & few months ago. How they -

walled and goashed thelr teeth at seeing that

tender little flower of democracy nipped in the.

bud! MNow that the invasion of Poland is avar,
and they feel they have sgueezed all they can
out of it for their war-mongering purposes, they
are allowing a slim sliver of the truth about
this “democracy” to plerce through the columns
of their press,

i
|

One example—there aren't many, you may be =
surel—is the column of Harry Elmer Barnes in -

the N. ¥. World-Telegram of December 22, 1938,
commenting on an article on Poland by Max
Nomad, who is ohg of the best-informed men
in this country on the history and conditions

of that country. Says Barnes who, be it noted,
is himself a boungeols democrat:

“The war in the name of civilization was =

undertaken in defense of the Polish government,
which had an unsavery record, so far as demo-

carcy, social justice and minority rights are con-

cerned. The Polish state gave evidence of the
defects and vices of Germany and Russia with-
out whatever wvirtues these larger totalitarian
states may posses in the way of efficiency. . . .

"Democracy and party government were stiffed

(by the *Colonels’.—MS.). The able military
leadership of the pre-1918 days were excluded
from the army and amateurs substituted. Mar-
shal Smigly-Rydz, commander in chief of the
army last autumn, was, lke Hitler, a paintar
before he was clevated to a high military post.
Anti-Bemitism was revived and the Jewish popu-
lation, much larger than that of Germany, was
tréated brutally.” (Which didn't prevent the
Jewish bourgeois and “socialist” press here from

becoming wild-eyed Polish patriots during the
Invasion! )

"Worst of all was the increasing economic
desperation of the worthy Polish masses. Many
peasants could not even afford salt. They learned
to split & single match into four usable parts.
They literally had to replace worn-out stesl axes

by those fashioned out of stone—like the men

of the cave period. . . .

"When their neighbor, Czechoslovakia, was
butchered in 1838, the Polish leaders stood by,
eager to snatch their slice of the booty.”

He Can Talk Now

It is of course a little safer for Mr. Barnes to
speak of Poland in this way toward the and of
December than at the beginning of September.
Then the war-mongering wave in this sountry
over the guestion of poor little Poland was at
its height, and truth was at a premium, The war-
mongers were able to increase considerably the
polson-content in the mind of the masses,

They are doing the same now about Man-
nerhelm's Finland. The revolutionary Marxists,
who were not Hitlerites when they dencunced
the war-mongers’ fraud about “poor Mttle
Poland” and “poor lttle (imperiallst!) Czecho-
slovakla™ before it, and are not Stalinists when
we demounce the similar fraud about “poor Uttle
Findand" today, are not only the only ones who
must tell the truth to the peopls, but the only
ones who can afford to tell it. And not when it's
“all over"—but In good time. '

oy

-

e i . AN DT e
. i iR e i

..-r

.-._
R e e e v ]

i e i e g e

i R

g
T




