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- figures estimate that the unemployed now number ten to 12
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Labors’ Program: A Job for

In order to meet the continuing employ-
ment and relief crisis, and to provide jobs
and a decent living for the people of the
United States, we propose that the regular
1940 session of the Congress of the United
States shall enact emergency Ie'gls_lphm to
put into immediate effect the following:
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1. Appropriation of $Iﬂ,ﬂ|{l‘ﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ to
provide, at once, jobs on housing and other
public works projects for all employable

workers.
2 Amendment of the Waoges and Hours

Act to provide throughout private industry
and public works a maximum work week of
30 hours and a@ minimum weekly pay of 30

dollars. o
3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability

pensions.

~ 4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to
guarantee either maintenance at school or
jobs for all youth.

The Real lIssue

Facing Congress

As the Congressmen made their way to Washington loi
Wednesday's opening session, the newspapers they glanced
through were full of the usual reams of first-week ]:l:mmrj.'
ballyhoo about what a wonderfully prosperous year it was

going to be. _ _ 1

Take just one example of their bare-faced 1:1a|_1|pnl.1r.:n:m

of facts and figures. Almost at random, take one from Ma-

dame Perkins, Secretary of Labor, who listed “recent mani-

festations” which "should permit labor, industry and ﬂgru:lm-

ture all to enter the New Year with confidence.” Digging

around for “encouraging factors” she dwelt at length on

“non-farm residential building construction” which amount-

‘ed to $1,700,000,000 in 1939, an increase of %ﬂq.ﬂm,mgu
ey 1938, “Further gains were indicated” for the New Yoy

with a possible increase of as much as 25 per cent, she added.” |!

What are the facts? They are not ballyhooed, but they
are easily available—for example in the authoritative survey
of building prospects in the January g:{rd-ntm:lmm{ Forum. In
the first place, the category ‘'mom-farm residential 'I:Juﬂn;h_ng
construction” covers less than one-third of the consfruction
industry (the Forwm estimates an 117 increase in this cate-
gory as against the lady’s 259 guess). In the second place,
the biggest item in the construction industry for many years
has been GOVERNMENT-FINANCED construction ol

sohways. public bulldings, sewers, water systems, CONservas
tﬁ‘m}r:qmr:s etc.—h}.';lz_) THIS ITEM IN 1940 WILL
DROP DOWN 6% to $2,632,000,000. In a word, tlll: most
gptimiﬁlin: forecast possible, says the Forum, i5 a 4% increase
in the construction industry for the entire year. That means
practically no tncrease in employment in this erisis-ridden mn-
dustry.

Even such brazen manipulation of facts and hgures does-
n't engble Madame Perkins to make a plausible claim that
unemployment is being solved. So, believe it or not, the lady
ends up—in her annual report just issued— by puiiing h"'l::"
burden of proof on the unemployed to prove that they aren't
gonig to get jobs! “No evidence is available upon w_hu:h any
conclusion can be based that millions of people are going to be
permanently unemployed in the United States,” says the 1ard:r'.
While there many be between four and five million people |I-|:’I_]e
on any given day, all these-are not unemployed, she says, "
the real and long-time sense.”

As Madame Perkins well knows, even the dubious sta-
tistics of the bosses’ National Industnial C::rn_f::rfnce ]}}mrd
show that the unemployed number “on any given day,”” not
folir or five million, but eight and a half million. More honest

million. The bosses’ own figures, for the last month available,
Méovember, show an increase of 5% in unemployment during
that month, despite the upturn in production. _

Let Madame Perkins explain this revealing item. The
government is making frenzied efforts cut down the WPA
rolls, in addition to the wholesale dismissals, by finding private
jabs for WPA workers. All WPA workers in 1I-I¢v: York
have been required to register with the ‘.i:tme Employment
Service in the hope that it can find them private employment.
Yet only five WPA workers were placed in private employ-
ment by the State agency during MNovember, and three were
placed in December! _

Whatever Madame Perkins may mean by unemployment
%in the real and long time sense,” unemployment is real and
is lasting a long time for ten to 12 million men and women
able and desperately desirous of finding work.

- Why is Madame Perkins concocting these threadbare

= falsehoods?

-

Because she and all other minions of the RﬂPSﬂvE“ ad-
inistration are under orders from Roosevelt to hide the real

~#¥ation as Congress convenes. Roosevelt is out to slash the

b

WPA and almost every other item in the Federal budget in
order to find more money for armament. To get away with
ﬁ?at', he must concedl from ﬂ‘l.t\ﬂﬂl'.lﬂtf}" th_e 1fa-r:ts about unem-
ployment and the continuing economic crisis.
- The workingclass must tear away the veils of falsehood
and: ¢pmcedlment being spread by the War Deal and pose be-
fore Gongress the real issue:

JOBS, NOT GUNS!
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FDR SCUTTLES
'(ASH-CARRY";
SHIPS "SOLD’

Threadbare Trick
Used to Sail Ships
In War Zone

The “cash and earry™ clause
of the Neutrallty Law, forbid-
ding American ships from enter-
ing the sar zone or carrying
war materials, was thrown on)
the junk heap this week when!
the Roosevelt  Administration
gave its official approval to a;
brazen scheme for getting around |
the law. i

The United States Marifime
Commission on Dee, 31 approved
an application of the Undted
States Line for “sale” of eight
of its big ships to a dummy Nor-
wigian corporation. A provioos
attempt by the same line, early
i Movember, to tranafer the
game ships to "foreign” reglatry
through a dumy corporation in

(gome such & move, Whether the

Panama, was approved by the
commission but held up by Pres-
wlent Roosevelt because of the
public outery against this obvicus
violation of the MNeutrality Law.

The “new company' set up to
operate the ships undeéer Norwe-
glan registry, according 1o the
shipowners' application, is owned
40 per cent by the United States
Line and 60 per cent by “Norwe-
gian citizens" The ghips will op-
erate, as they did previous to

0T JOBS"—F.D.R.MESSAGE
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The Finnish events prove again
that Stalin is incapable of de-
fending the Soviet Unlon. If Btal-
in is not overthrown by the Hus-
glan workers, aided by the work-
ers of the entire world, he will
drag down with him ioto oblivi-
on what remaing of the conguests
Im‘ the COctober Revolution.

The Invasion itself i8 an act
destructive both of the defense
of the Soviet Unlon and of the
Jinterests of the world revolutlon.
Stalin, caleulating onm the ewventu-
ality of hoaving to Aght Germany
or & coslition of Germany &
other powers, sought In F
advanee bases which wonld give
him 5 military advantage over
his opponents. Characteristically, :
he set about securing them in o
manner which serves to drive the
Finnlsh workers Into the arms of
thelr own bourgeolsie and in the
process loses for the SBoviet Un-
ion the friendly sympathy of mil-
lions of workers throughout the
world.

By this alone he has immeas-
urably weakened the position of
the Soviet Union and lent pow-
erful ald to the anti-Soviet plot-
ters in Washington, Berlin, Lon-
don, the Vatican, and Rome. In
their column, “Washington 3er-
ry-Go-Round”, Pearson and Al-
len last week gave the following
sumary of views beld In import-
ant Washington guarters:

“Certain powerful forees both
in Germany and England would
not be at all averse to patching
up their own row and then en-
couraging a politico-religious war
apalnst Boviet Russin, This would
meat with the very declded ap-
proval of taly, And there are
potent people In the U.5. State
Department also who would wel-

Myron Taylor misslon to Romie,
just Initlated by Roosevelt, will
take this turn remalnsg to hé scen

Behind the Lines

By GEORGE STERN

It is, however, not only in the
broadest political sense that Btal-
in affords ald and comfort to the
enemies of the October Revolu-
tion. Im his invasion of Finland
he has also exposcd before the
world the state to which he has
reduced his much-vaunted Army,
He has provided the military
staffs of the powers with their
firat real opportunity to measure
the regults of the purges which
gwept the ranks of the Red Ar-
my, officers and men, during
1936-38. And what they have ob-
serwed has already caused some
rapld changes in the caleulations
of the chancelleries and general
gtaffs in London, Rome, and Ber-
lin,

By bogging down In Finland a
poorly - staffed, poorly - supplied,
pelitically disorlented army, Stal-
in has managed to prick the leg-
cnd of Russlun strength behind
which he has been hiding durlng
the past yesr.

One immediate effect of this in
London seems to be the growth
of the belief that the British
nead not seek a deal with Ger-
many o order to dispose of Rus-
gia. Instead the feeling develops
that the Allies can successfully
dispose of both these enémies of
Anglo-French supremacy without
making cosatly concesslons to one
tn order to beat the other. This
ig clearly atated by Augur, Erit-
ish foreign office mouthpiese In
the New York Times:

*“The Finns' reslstance also s
defeating Intriguwers In Berlin
and thelr sympathizers in Brit-
aln and Francs who favor a awlft
settlement of the war by agroe-
mént with Chancellor Hitler. . . .
It would ba much betier, they
lﬂ-}'r“‘ﬂﬂlﬂ-ﬂ tﬂ mm“ﬂml
g nnited front against the Mos-
eow peril. That Iintrigos was
based on the assumption that the
Rusalan army was formidahle.

—but it may.”
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CLEVELAND—They sald—the
governar, the mayvor, the Demio-
crats and Repoblicans—that no-
body was starving here during
the weels, beginning November
15, when the usund rellef corisls
became a total erisis with 16,000
gotting no rellsf at all, and the
rest of the 60,000 on rellef get-

ting only dally handowts.

But now, in addition to all that
was already kpnown, we have the
testimony of the ultra-conserve-
tive Amerlean Association of So-
cial Workers, whose Cleveland
chapber has jost lssned & report
on 2189 typlcal cases that came
to the attentlon of warious pri-
vate welfare agencles during
those weeks.

that's something soclal workers
don't do. It just provides the de-

gy. But that's bad enough, If
anybody thinks o gtarved in
Cleveland thiz past month, lst
him pet a copy of that long doc-
LiEment,

Vainly Seck Jobs

The ecity fathers told the ugn-
emploved to “get johs" instend
of walllng for rellef. Out of the
total of 219 cases, B0 were re-
ported unemployable becauvse of
physical illoess (which itself in
most cases can be traced back
to the physical hardships of the
unemployed), 13 becauss of men-
tal tllness (any social worlker will
tell you that in these cases It Is
almost invariably a result of un-
employment).

All the others had been vainly
seaking employment, many of
them for epnslderable pariods.
Several mdlle in town had closed
down amid the ballyhoo of busl-
ness upturo. Sixty-six of the 219

had been employed qn WPA and
fired by the slashes ingtituted by
| Roosevelt; the jobs supposed to

'NO ONE SUFFERED IN CLEVELAND"
BUT SOCIAL WORKERS TELL TRUTH

be waiting for them in private
industry proved non-exlstent.

Of the 219 cases, 128 of them
complained of inadequate food
while on relief, Most parents re-
ported oo milk for their childran,
One person reported his Thanks-
giving dinner consisted solely of
an onlom sandwich. Dirbetics
were fed beans and potatoes—Iit
might as well bave been polson

The report docan't gencralize— |

in their condition. Here iz a typi-
cal detall: "“The mother eats
bread and coffee given to her by
& married daughter whose hus-
band iz on WPA, one of the boys
has been golog o & ginl friend's
house to eat his meals, another
boy eats at friends' and At
gtores,™

Slckness as a result of improp-
er or inndequate diet was report-
ed in an overwhelming number

of cases. Hospitals reported many

tails in social-worker termimolo-,.r the 210 cazes as suffering from

a lack of food, Poor clotheas and
living conditions contributed to
il health, and no one could esti-
mate the mental effect of these
deprivations.

Evictions

Thirty of the 219 cases were
threatensd with immediate evie-
tlon and nine familles had al-
ready been evicted. Lack of heat
awnd  overcrowding  were found
time and again, Yo 33 cases chil-
dren were forced to stay out of
achool beocauss of lack of cloth-
ing. familles were forced
to move together becauses of In-
ability to pay rent, and owver-
crowding was Intolarabla.

Pregnant women were given no
gpecial eonditions — nDelther the
proper diet, medical care, or pro-
vision for hospitalization. :

And so on, and 8o on—the bare
details plled up iq,_‘ the sociil
workers' report. But no general-
izations. That's not & social work-

FIVE (5) CENTS

American Ships Permitted to Sail War Zones
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Arms Increases, Cuts
In Relief, Is Program

In the face of an army of ten to twelve million unemployed

men and women for whom there is no place in private in-
dustry, and who with their dependents number at least thirty
million—nearly a fourth of the nation—President Roosevelt
delivered an annual message to the opening session of Con-
gress Wednesday which could be summarized as: “Guns

BILL COMES UP
_IFOR DEBATE

mnstead of jobs.”

An “important” increase of funds for armaments and, to

Imal—:u: up for that, “all other irn]u:n't:mt items show a reduction™

—that was the sum total of his speech.
To justify this callous disregard for the needs of the unem-
ploved, Roosevelt had to gloss over their plight. e perfunct-

ANTI-LYNCHING

Congress Scheduled To!
Consider Bill Jan. 8

By wvirtue of a petition signed
by 215 Representatives to force
it out of committes' at the last |
siesgion of Congress, the Gava-
gan-Fish Anti-Lynching Bill will |
come up for debate in the House
of Representatives on January
Eth. The bill asscases a penalty
against the eounty in which the
Iynching occurs of not less than
2000 nor more than 310,000
(325,000 in the original bill) to
be paid to the family of the vic-
tim.

The penalty can be applied,
howewver, only against a com-
munity whose peace officer can
be proved to have been neglipent
in pratecting the victim. A large
pereentage of lynchings are per-
petrated under the benevolent
neutrality of the authorities, In
1937, for example, all of the elght
Feod victima were taken
from the custody of peace offi-
LErs.

Lynch Allbi Disproved

Hinee 1830 thers have been
more than 5000 Iynchings in the
United States. The popular no-
tlon that these crimes have been
commitied to protect white wo-
men or mainly for that reason iz
negated, fof example, by the evi-
dence compiled by the Associa-
tion of Southern Women for the
Prevention of Lynching. Only 21
percent of the lyochinga had as
their basls even alleged sexual
crimes agninst white women.

In the five-year perlod 1931-35
ning out of the 84 victims were
accused of po crime whatever,
and 25 were accused of acts no
more sericis than disgrderly con-
duect,

(Continued on Page 2)

FBI SNOOPER IS
HIRED BY CIO!

WASHINGTON, Jan 38—
Russell Turner, Br., an aide of
Aggigtant Attorney General
Thurman Arneld in his “anti-
trust” investipation of the
bullding trades, was yesterday
appointed to the staff of the
CIO'a  United Construction
Workera Organizing Coparait-
tee, )

This extracrdinary appoint-
ment  lends weight to the
charge made by the bullding
trades unions, afliated to the
AFL, that the CIO top leaders
are supporting, at least to the
extent of making no move
against, the “nnti-trust" moves
of the Department of Justics,
which are in actuality directed

er's business, they say.

against the bul trades un-
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orily conceded that “we have
not yet found a way to employ
the surplus of our labor,” a
condition which he {alsely
clatmed resulted from “the ef-
ficiency of our industrial pro-
cesses”’ instead ‘of from the
fact that the fworkers ‘canndt
buy back for their inadequate
wages the goods they have
produced.

Then he proceeded in a few
phrases to paint an wutterly
false picture of the economic

situation.
Fancy and Faot

“The aumber of the unemploy-
ed has decreased”” he sald—bok
left out the fact that evem Bpo-
cording to his own. Beoretary of
Labor's figures, the decreass has
besen Hbtle mote than o milllen in
a yoear. Durlng that fime o milllon
pnd a half have been fred from
WA, leaving some two milllon
WPA jobs to be doled out among
twelve million. whe need them.
¥et Roosevelt hlandly  described
this econdition In. thess terma:
"Their (the unemployed) immedi-
ate needs for food ang,clothing,
a8 far as the Federal government
ia econcerned, have been largely
met, while their morale has been
kept allve by giving them useful

Since 1935, when Roosevelt
abolished Fedeoral grants to the
states for direct relief, the only
form of assist which the
elght or mere millich familles on
or applying for direct relief have
redefved *frq:m_the Fﬁd‘érﬂl gV
ernment has beand the sccasionat
handouts of food ‘and clbthing by
the Federsl Surplus Commodities
Corporation. And this is all that
Roosevelt has In the wiy of facts
to justify his broad référence to

the Federnl government having

“inrgely met” the” needs - of the
unemployed for food and cloth-
ing!

An Arbitrary Polley

"Ag far as the Pederal Gov-
ernment i concerned” ls merely
Roozevelt's large way of refer-
ring to the arbitrary poliey he
has followed of refusing to ae-
cept any Federal responsibility
for the unemployed, who have
ranged from ten to eighteen mil-
lon under the New Deal, beyond
supplying two to three million
WPA joba.

This basle problem of jobs and
o decent lving for the peopls,
Hoosewvelt passed over in a few
paragraphs. His real preccoupa-
tion in his annual message was
armaments and preparations for
intervention in the World War.

More Arms—For What?

He asked for army and navy
Increases “not ag small as unreal-
istie persons olaiming: superior
private -information . would de-
mand"—a gibe at those wha in-
sist that America is-in no.dan-
ger of attack. But what danger
there was, against whom this gi-
gantic country, protected by two
cceans, needs further armament,
Roosevelt did not say. He made
to justify the arma-

ments. 48 needed for purely, de-

fensive purposes. .

very Worker!
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