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' workers!

(Continued from page 1)
that this was NOT a political
strike, but & mere protest againat
the abrogation of the 40-hour
week, that perfect order, calm,
and discipline and NOT the open
struggle for power, was the alo-
gan of the day.

Blum's Gestura

Blum and his fellow-Socialists,
clinging desperately o the dis-
appearing skirt-hem of pariia-
mentary legality, fecbly called for
a "rump” session of parlinment
to “repudiate” Daladier’s “Jilegall-
ty."  But this futile gesiure
aroused no ¢cho, The issue of
power lay no longer in the empty
halls of & disregarded Parllnment
but out in the atreets, in the fac-
torles, mines, and shopa.

The prime issus was the power
itaslf—the glaring cholce between
ihe onward march toward Fas-
ciat dictatorship or the establish-
ment of the workors' power, But
Elum & Co. bleated about “ille-
gality” and Jouhaux and friends
trjed to make the wholg problem
one of the working hours

Confused and disheartencd, the
workers called off their sponia-
neous ait-down sirikes. The pro-
voratlve mensures of Dalndler
found thenm—as Daladler conl-
dently cxpected—completely dis-
armed. They wore confronted
with & tremendous display of
fores and threats of mass repres-
alon and wholesale dismissals pned
thelr 'own leaders grasped [rom
thelr hands the political and ma-
terial mesns of ecombating this
open fdvance of Fascist reaction.

Heaponsas LUneven

The result was complete confu-
sion when the day of the generul
strike demonstration dawned,
Daladler's atrong-arm nDiensures
achieved their purpose. All publie
utilities continued te funcloh.
All trains . Communications
were scarcely affecied. Govern-
ment services performed as usual
In the mines and factorles there
Wwas an uneven response to the
gtrike call, ranging Irom Ui Lo e

cnt.

pﬂﬁmt significant of all was the
fmct that procisely in those ra_r.-
torles whers the sponlanesus ait-
downs occurred n week ago, the
strike was only partially effective
on Wednesday, It was claimed
that the strikers in the matallus-
gical plants in the P:g.l-ia reglon
did oot exceed 25 percent of the
total persennel. In every Meld
comparative handfuls of workers
half-heartedly obeyed the strike
call, In the circumstancis thers
were few real atlempls made Lo
stop wheels from turning.

In the ports longshoramen
struck but, ns in Marseilles, ships
reportedly left on sehedule—and
the seamen have always been
among the most advanced and
most radical of all the French
In 1986 they covered
{he harbor of Marsoille with hun-
dreds of red fags, Aying from the
masthead of Immobllized vessela!

Daladier Jubllant

Daladier and his minions were
jubilant, They belleve they will
be able to proceed to complete
the subjugation of the workers
without & general battle. Most
significant of all, the morning of
the general strike, the Parls stock
exchange showed & forward spurt
pnd in financlal and business ale-
cles thers wis sUprerme confldencs
in the outcome of Lhe day's
events, In other words they knew
{hat thelr falthful lackeys, Jou-
haux, Blum, Thorez & Co. would

fail them!

m=|:II:II. was precistly on this that
the ruling class of France has
been counting, Having succeas-
fully wsed the People’s Front to
demoralize the workers, they are
deliberately provoking the strug-
gle under conditions favorable to
thomselves and unfavorable to
the workers., That thelr drive
toward Fasclsm will now cob-
tinue at an even more rapld pace
no one ecan now doubt and
against thls drive fthera i aitill
time to mobliize the undefeated
forces of the French working
claga,

with the issuance on Nov. 12 of
the decres laws ghrogating the
five-dny 40-hour woeek and -in-
creasing taxes in every category

- most nnﬂJE‘ o the Wﬂl’]“-m_'h“.'

tlekets, subway fares, coffen, bo-
haceo, wing, SUEAT, poatal rates,
fosdatula—Daladler miade it clear
that he was preparing for a ahow=
down with the workers,

In his speech at the Radical

anclalist party congress ot Bar-
geille & fow weeks ago. the erst-
while hero of the Poople’s Front
openly &nd eynically challenged
the workers, declaring they would
have to bow to the nesds of na-
tlonal defense. The decrees Ié-
vealed what this meant by pro-
viding for prosscution as treason

on by the workera
any agitati 2 th work-

Stellees Begin

From the depths of the French
working class, dispersed and be-
traved a thousand times by the
Peaple’s Front sinee the great
strike of June, 1538, came mew
rumhblings of protest. On the sur-
face this was expressed in the
feehle oppoditlon to the decree
laws by the Soclalist and Coms
munist buresucraeics but a fow
doays lnter, as in 1836, the workers
began to take the issue into their
vwn  hands.

Workers in ihe Renault and
Bloeh automobile and aviotion
plants in the suburba of Paris
pecupied Lhelr shops. Corl minets
at Anzin and meial and arma-
ments workers at Denain and Va-
lenclennes in the MNorth followed
suit, In n few days the number
of strikers rocketed to 100,000,

AL the Genersl Confederation
of Labor congress at Nantes the
previoug week the oppositlon of
tha workers had been shunted off
into verbal expressions of protest
and plans for demonatrations on
Saturday, Mov. 28. Eut the pres-
gure from below became 80 strong
that Leon Jouhaux and his feol-
lows=bureaucrats were forced to
contemplate a further atep onnd
they finally anncunced on MNov. 25
g genmeral strike for 24 houra on
Fow, M, actuslly allowing o spaca
of five days for the government to
engage fresly in ita preparations
to beat the workers down and to
break up the strikes already be-
ginning to spread through the
vital heavy industries,

Wastes No Time

Daladier wasted no time in tak-
ing advaniage of this opportunity.
Giving every Indieation that he
intended to aplit up the workers
and knock them off In sections,
the ex-People's Front Premier
moved Into actlon on a virtual
war-time basis, Tn a few days he
imvolked all the special avthoritar-
jan powers granted him in the re-
sent war criais, directed this time
ngainat the workers,

"sfobile Guards and police broke
intes the Renault plants and oth-
ers occupied factoriea and after
pitehed battles with the unarmed
workers sneceeded in  clearing
tham. Wearly 400 atrikers Ware ar-
rested, The next day the Renault
company locked out ita 20,04
workers os a means of weeding
gut *undeairable agltatora.”

The gpovernment threatened ol
forelgn workers—there are many
Poles and Belginng among the
miners fn the Morth—with expul-
sion from the country If they dld
nat abandon the strikeos

The mines and rallways wore
plaged under military
military couris wera Sel
donl summarily with recaleltrant
gtrikers., Employes of the siate
were threatened with dismisaal
and punitive action If they atrike,

Tumors of TMssclution

Meanwhile Daladler mde surs
that rumors began to spread that
tha dissolutlon of the Soclallst
and Communist partles would be
among his next mensures.

What did the Socinllst and Btal-
inist leadera d6? Parls correapon-
denta have In Incidontal para-
grapha shown them “In netlon”

Blum Goes Bogging

“Last night's rumor that Frem-
fer Daladier was preparing to
dissolve the Communist Party
threw the Communists and Bo-
elallsts Into o state of alarm” re-
ported the Now York Times on
Nov, 28, “Leon Blum went rosh-
Ing from one Radical Sociallst
leader to ancsther—Edouard Her-
riot, president of the Chamber of
Deputles among them—demand-
ing that they immediately with-
draw thelr support from the
Premier and protesting that, of
course, the Sociallsts had no gqoar-
ral with the Radicals. He anegan-
tered refusal everywhere, . .

What o shameful picture! The
workers aro again taking the bit
between their teeth, racing far
akend of theilr frightened unlon
bureaucrats, The government Ia
obvioualy taking provocative steps
preparatory to smashing the
workers' organizations, And Leon
Blum rushes around to hia former
bourgeols asssclates In the Peo-
ple'a Front governments to plead
with them to lay off, to persunde
them that the Socinllsts are good
boya!l

Duclos: Follows Suolt

And where meanwhils wers the
heroes of théStalinlat Party T The
Sialinlets, paralyzed by the out-
come of thelr People's Front
treachery, demorallzged by the
gubatitution of the Munich pact
for the Franco-Soviet alllance, are
walting desperately for some sign
from Mogeow of o new Hne
Meanwhile thelr efforts are di-
rected toward secking allies any-
where, anyhow, Including the ex-
treme Rightist de Kerlllls, willing
to join In deralling Daladler and
checking the Fropeh orlentation
toward an dnderstanding with
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tory of Hitler, and by the rlss
of the Fasclsta as demonstrated
on Feb, 6, 1834, they rotreated In
fright from their play-acting rev-
alutionism. In other words they
shouted for revelutlon when the
workers were not ready and
ahamdoned the revolution preciso-
Iv when the warkers hegan dimly
to reach out for It
United Front Created

The will af the workers Lo
struggle against the Fascist
thrent was o imperative, that
ithe unien burepucrals were
forced to nct. As during this
wealk, they sought to canalize the
fury of the workers into peace-
ful channcls and called for a 24-
hour general steike on Feb. 13,
1934, ag A demonstration of pro-
test. The workera, who had been
indifferent to the struggle for
partiel demands that could ne
longer be met, poured out into
the streets ln millions in a tre-
mendous display of their read]-
mess to struggle for the conguost
of power that a general strike 89

clearly lmplies,

Thiz same pressure brought
phout the pogitive resullt of &
anited front botwesn the Socialist
mnd  Communist Porties. This
unlted front, however, remained
on paper anl offersd Do pro-
pram of action to the workers
Throughout 183 the French I3r.r'I=|
shevik-Leninists (Fourth Inicenne-
tional) who had entered the So-
cinlist Party to help the crystal-,
lization of itz left wing, agitated
pnceasingly for the creation of
workers' delfenss militla aguinst
the Fascist bands, for the revo-
lutionary goneral strike against
the PBonapartist governmenis,
and for o Workers' and Peasants'
Gowvernmwnt.

Progriun Froposaed

The pressure from below be-
came &b slrong that in January,
1535, the Socialiet Party leader-
ship actually offered to the Com.
munist Party & propossl Lo wagco
a joint struggle on the basla of
the conguest of power. But the
Communlst Party woes atiuned
not to the needs and Interests of
the Fronch workers but to the
dictates of Lhe Kremlin, 3ialin,
whose rejectlon of the unlted
front had helped Hitler to poeer
in Germany and who subseguont-
¥ was rebuffed in his elforts to

make a new deal with the
Fushrer, had begun {o turn to-
ward France. The Franco-Boviet
pivel was in the making. The
Soviet Unlon entered the Leagus
of Nations, The Kremlin bureau-
cracy became the chlef prop of
the status quo in Europe and ite
hireling Communist partics wera
apdered to act accordingly., In

France especially, the bourgeoisls
had to be reassured. It had to be |
froed from femr of any workers' |
revolution.

The French masses, as varlous |
elections showed, were turning
awny from the Radical Snuiu.llutu,!
the traditbonal party of the
French petty bourgeolsle. The
petty bourgeolsio waa clearly un-
dergolng a process of polarize-
thon to the left toward the work-
ors, and to the right, toward the
Fasciasta, By a bold revolution-
ary polley and a program that
showad the petly bourgeolsle a
way out of the cconomie impasess
—a new way out in asclallzed
production for the shopkeepera,
small merchants, peasants, and
peasant artlsans of Franee—iho
working clase partiesg could have
atomiged the Fasclst threat and
won the mazses o the banner of
the revolution,

Declined, With Thanks

Eul the Communlet Party, rap-
idly becoming transformed Into
the most reactionary brake of
the working ¢lass, wanted none
af thia, Leon Blum, Paul Faure,
and the other Soclalist bureau-
erats, forced leftward by the
workers' pressure, were delighted
tao find that the Communista had
no inténtlon of taking the Janu-
ary program for conguest of
power wvery seriously. Much fo
thelr relief, the Communist Party
demurred, saying “there ls no
revelutlonary alieation”

The Boclalists, who had alwaya
allicd with the Radicals, had
been foreed from belew to break
with their own right-wing section
that represented that traditional
policy of allancs, known as the
coriel. Instead of helping this
proeesz  along, the Comiminisg
Parly bureansrats worked might
mnd main to reconstruct the car-
tel, adding themselves to 1§, and
to rehabilitate the Radieal So-
cialist Party in the eves of the
DRSS,

The resullt was the amasoula-
tion of the workers' united front

Hitler.

Together with the Socinlist and
CUGUT, bureanerats the Stalinists
bleated about the “illegality™ of
Daladler's measures, Az though
illegality amounted to a damn
now that the iesue of power was
being clearly drawn! Speaking In
the finance commission of the
Chamber, Jacquea Duclos, Stalin-
ist spokesman, protested agalnst
“the expulsion of workers by
force from the factorles when It
could have been done by agree- |
ment-” In other words, Duclos
was atill offering the good sers
viees of hia party as s strilke-
breaker and wept only bDecauss
Daladler preferred ihe DMoblle
Guarda!

Duecloa Log, ke Blum, made the
rounds of the Radleal Bocinllst
leaders, He had an Interview with
Herviot, but the Prealdont of the
Chamber, wea are informed, pra-
served “impartial and judiclal ob-
jectivenesa,”

Blum Bleasts On

On Mov, 28 Leon Blum contin-
ued hia urgent pleading, Even l:hal
Mew York Times eorrespondent
detected the note of “frenzy™ and
fear In the article in Lo Populalre
in which Blum urged Daladiar's
friends to persuade him to reslgn
“by urging him not to be ob-
stlnate and accusing him of stir-
ring up this soclsl batfle” |

But while the mislendera of the '

workera, Jouhaux, Blum, Duelas,
Thores, & Co., are shouting aboul
the “illegallty™ of the government
pid urging “calm, ovder, and dis-
cipling”™ on the workers, Daladlier
g determinedly remaining “ob-
atinate” and driving ahead for
the “aoclal battle.” .

The masters of France, the blg
hossos of Anance capital whom
Daladier represented in the Peo-
ple's Front and for whom he ls
now carrying out his present pro-
gram, want to be dona with tha
intolerable Inglatence of the work-
ers that ihey too have rights
They eonsider the forces of tha
workers suffielently dlaperzed by
the experience of the People's
Front to make s trial of strength
as a preparation for locking the
people Inte ths stralt-jackoet of
Fascism, For thls Daladler is pav-
ing the way.

Against this the workers can
make only one anawer; Not a M-
hour geners] strike but o natlonal
genoral strlke under the slogam:
“For n workers' and peasants’
government!™

Force the Soclallst and Com-
munlst Partles and the C.G.T. to
take power! Form counclls of ae-
tion In all factorles, communes,
and towns, Thess are the slogans
of struggle today that can beat
back the advancing wave of Fas-
clam, Any other road leads fo new

| fonse,

Aefeats,

and the ereation in July, 1935, of
the Peoplo’s Front, the unity of
the working class partica with

the bourgeosis betrayars, with the |

garne agenta, Dmladisr & Co. who

had so lgnominiously capltulated

to the Fasclats in 1834,
Ultra-Fatriols

With the signature of the
Franco-Soviet pact in May, 1935
and Stalin's declaration that ke
“underatosd and approved™ tha
French program of natlonal de-
the Communlst, or mora
properly, the Stalinist party, was
swiftly converted into an ulira-
patriotic party which abandonaed
the anti-milltariat struggle, the
fight againat the two-year term
af military service, and did
overything in its power to head
off the militancy of the workera.

While they temporized and
looked to the Bonaparilat gow-
ernments of Laval, Sarraut & Co,
to dizarm the Fasclat gangs, they
prevented the workers from of-
ganizing themeselves for the dl-
rect nrmed struggle which the
Fuascists . threatened to unleash.
The EAngs of Da La Hocgue ware
kept In leash meanwhile by
French fnance capital whila the
People's Front was  glven MNa
chonee to behead and disotient
the workers’ atruggle.

In the summer of 1535 the real
temper of the workers was
shown repeatedly  when  they
elashed with tha armed forees of
the State In explosions at Brest
and Toulon, Strikes grew swlftly
into  actual challenges of the
state power, Thesa clashes re-
vealed the basic confllot that was
taking shape within the bedy of
French eapitalist society and the
path the workera had to take If
the Fasclist threat was to be
beaten  down, But the whole
propeganda of the People’s Front
was pointed in the opposlte diree-
tian,

In June, 1538

The workers were told that the
eleetion of the People's Front
wiz the thing. This waa the
epoch when the maln slogan wWaa
“Tialpdicr to power!"™ The elee-
tlene of May, 1936, astounded
even the burenuerats. The great
leMward surge of the masses was
oxpressed at the ballot boxes in
an overwhelming victory for the
Left partics, with the petty hour-
geols Radieals pleking up the
plums saved for {hem by the
People's Front combination. Con-
trary 1o all expectations, the So-
cinlists, not the Radicals, became
the largest party in the chamber,
The Communist Party, still re-
garded by the mass of workers
ag the pariy of the revolutiom,
had its representation jumped
fram 10 to 7 Leon Elum was
relucinntly compelled to take the
helm instead of Daladler.

But mesnwhile the workers,
flushed with a sense of victory,
swept out of the field of parlia-
mentary dalllance into the feld
of open struggle. At the end of
May, 1034, sitdown strikes began
in the autamebile, steel, and avia-
tien plants around Parls, No
union burenucrats ordered the
strikes. They just began, It was
gpontanecus combustion, ignited
ottt of the materials of the revo-
lutionary sltuation itaslf,

Mass Bitdown

While the unlon bureaucrals,
headed by Jouhaux, and tha B9
clalist and Commmunist Party
leaders, Blum, Faure, Cachin
Thorez, and ihe others, worked
might and main to get out In
front In order to head off the
movement, the strlkes” spread
frem one end of the land to the
gther, It was A mass eltdown.
All Fremch Industry was para-

=

Iyzed. Over factorles, forges, rall- testing thelr solldarity with the-

woy statlons, department atoras,
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'Roosevelt Speeds Drive
| To Mobilize Hemisphere

By DONALD BERGNER
Pregident Hoosevellt's Pan-
Amerlean Conference will open
next week in Lima, Peru. Accord-
ing to the Preajident's smiling
| statements the confercnce has as
ita purpose the defonse of “demog-
raey™ by the "united Americas."
To the people of Peru, the seat
of thiz great “"democratic™ gather-
ing, this is one of the bittoreet
jokes in years, For Pery ranks
| with Brazil and Cuba as one of
the thres most blocdy, dictator-
rldden, un-democratic natlons on
this aide of the ccean. Long be-
for Adoll Hitler began his bloody
pogroms, beating  and  killing
thousands of defenseless Jews
pnd nen-Jows, the Peruvian mans-
s knew the weight of Imperinl-
| iem's murdercus fiat,
! In 1030, three years before Hit-
[ ler burned the Relchsiag, thou-
| sands of Peruvians wore slaugh-
tered following the suppression of

the provocative dictatorial actions
{of the govermment. But this re-
volt, and the many others that
preceded and followed It, wore
not directed =olely against the
dietator in Lima.

Puppets for Wall Street

The waricus Peruvian Sirong
Men of the past decades have all
been little ouore than puppeta for
the Fat Men in Wall Street and
thelr tightdipped Coolidgea or
grinning Roosevalts in Washing-
ton, United States” control owver
Feru's destiny is8 not a platonlc
matter, Fully 70 per cent of

pany's subsldiary, the Interns-
tional Petroleum Company, Pera's
aother lepding industry, the pro-
duction of copper, is also larvgely
controlled by Amerlcans through
the WS-owned Corro de Pasco
Copper Corp. and the Amerlcan
Gmelting and Reflning Co. Thea
Cerre de Pageo Co. alone has $90.-
(0000 nvested in Peru's copper
mines,
U. 8 Investments

.8, inveatmentsa in Paru, only
£35000,000 in 1813, more than
doubled during the World War
while England, America's groat-
ezt rival in the feld of Latin-
Amerlcan investments, was busy
saving and expanding her control
of the Old World, By 1918, thore-
fore, the U8, was able to lonvest
$45, 000,004,

Washington Runs Presldent

It i only natural that, control-
ling the economic life of the
countryd the U8, should eontrol
other phases of Peruvian life. For
example, on February 2, 1938 the
United BStates Navy announced
the appolntment of a number of
Ameriean navy offlcers to help
Fresident Benavides run hls navy,
Washington runs Benavides' for-
cign office too, When Roosovolt
gent his famous last-minute ap-
peals this Saptember, Peru guolok-

Iy obllged with messages to Hitler
and Benes,

Sinee the peopls of Peru fesl
the cffecls of Wall Streat domins-
tion & little more strongly than
those of the U.B. they have re-
acted with a little more vigor, As
a reault the Wall Streel govern-
ment in Lima cannot afford tha
“demoeratic” luxuries af the Wall
Strect governmaent in Washington,
The APR.A. (American Popular
Revolutionary Asscclatlon) —Pe-
ruvian mnationalist mess move-
ment—and the LT.E. (Leagus of
Revolutionary Workers)—revolu-
tlonary socinlists-—and even £the
Simliniats, despito all thelr shout-
ing of loyalty to U8, Imperiallem,
are all lllegal

Natlonalists Megal

The APHR.A was diasolved in
1830 on the eve of elections by the
then-Presldent Loguia, Thoe disse-
lution was aftended by severs
cruelty which finally provoked the
unauccaasful Trujillc uprlsing. For
vearas after, the Apristas, and
their leader Haya de la Torre,
madde the rounds of banlshment,
hounding, and prison. Many thou-
aands were brotally murdered
and the movement was serlounsly
wienkened.

Legule’s successor, Oscar Bena-
vides, mades the democratic ges-
ture of permitilng the A.P.R.A. to
amerge Into legality. But the ges-
ture was short-lived, As the 1935
elections approached, it becama
evident that AP.R.A., if permit-
ied to run, would poll a tremen-

dous vole. It was again dissglved,
Perw's potroleum industry is con- |

trolled by U8, interests, ¢hlaﬂ}f|
through the Btandard Ol Com- |

" Eleeted Without Runnlng

Eennvides was 86 unpopular
that he woas afreid to run again,
50 he ran one of his stooges
named Prado as the “candidate of
the National Front' Then, run-
ning as a Soclal-Democrat, Dir,
Luis Egulguren entered the race
with full AP.RA. support and to
everyhody's surprise Including his
own won a majority of the votea.
But the great “democrat" Bena-
vides, who will next week wecone
his fellow “demgerats™ to Lima,
Eave 6 prompt o even if padened-
oratic answer to the clection ro-
gults. He annulled the alection,
had his puppet Assemnbly declare
him reelected (he hodn't oven
been o candidate), digsolved Con-
gress and ruled by dectes laws!

Eut no one was surprised by
this, al least no one in Perun, for
i the preceding July at a demon-
gtration in Arequipa over 100 wo-
men and children wers beaten
and arrested by Benavides' polics,
To foliow up his coup, Benavides
arreated the entlrg leadershlp of
APTA, with the exception of
those who were out of tha coun-
try, charging them with plannlng
6 revell, preaumably agalnst the
“domocratic” instlfutlons,

Buech ls the democracy that the
workers and peasants of INorth
and South America are asked to
support with thelr lives!

Imd‘-‘l:\fl:n insuranés company of-
flees, the red flag was run up.
The revolution was on the corder
of the day. Tha Faseclata and
their capitallat masters were In
full retreat,

Eut the Peoplic's Front hastened
to their rescue, Elum and bls
friends hastily drafted swoeeping
gocial legislatlon for eocllectiva
contracts, the 5-day, 40-hour weslk,
paid  vacatioma, which were
rushed through a badly fright-
eped partisment, Meost of the
killz wore adopbed unanineousiy,
even the extreme Right recogniz-
ing that only Blum & Co. could
now save the capitalist order.

With these bright promises, by
eajoling and whesdling, temporiz-
ing, and persuading, Blun, Ca-
chin, Thorez & Co. succeeded In
terminating the strikes and saw-
ing French capitallsm,

Strikebreaker-In-Chief

During the next twe years the
People's Front played out Its role
to the end as sirlkebreaker-in-
chief on behalf of French finnneg
capital, All its brightly-palnted
reforma turned oul o be phonaysa,
It claimed to “democratize” the
Bank of France and even pro-
vided the spectacle of. Jouhaux,
the trade unlon leader, a8 A nam-
ber of the board of directors!

Meanwhile It served the rensl
masters of the Bank of France
and the Bank of England by tak-
ing the leading role in strangling
the Spanish revolution fAghting
for its lfe Jjust across itd own
borders! Elum of the Peopla's
Front Initinted the crusl farce of
the “Mon-interventlon Committes™
and the Stalinlsts went right
 mlong with it, while verbally pro-

Bpanish workers, The workers
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militancy was scaftored on the
winds of parllamentary {llusions,
The People’s Front government
savagely shot down and imprls-
oned opponente of French [m-
perializm In the French colonies
and in every other way carried
out the oders of s hourgeols
mnsters,

The workera were told that the
People’s Front had ended the
threat of Fasclem because (it

pasged lanws dissolving the Fas-
clst ganga, But the Crolx de Feu
gimply changed its name to tho
French Soelal Party and contin-
wed its preparatlbne under the
protection and patronage of the

General  Staff, left intact, of
couras, by the Blim reglime.
Blum's government [asted a

year, just long enough in the
opinion of the fAnanee capital
masters of France, to make it
pozsible for a new capitalist of-
fensive to begin—for the crisls
wis pressing In and the workors
hied to be made to pay for It
Blum was replaced by Chautempa,
and Chautemps in his turn by
Daladler and It was Daladler, as
People's Front premisr, who
kleked the People's Front down-
gtalra and embarked oponly on
the road to Fasclem.

Consldering that the workers
were sufflclently demoralized to
lrave the road open for n new
offengive, Daladler was commis-
sioned to launch It, French capl-
tal, faced by the aggresalve ad-
wvance of its totalltarian rivalas,
snatched at the Munich accord
for the respite it offered, aban-
doned the Franco-Soviet paet ns
uselesa, and now aceks the way
of revitallzlng its own sapped

? “M-Day, that dreaded ‘sero hoor*

| | Wall Street Dictator Rules
- |Peru, Seat of Conference

when secret mobllizatlon orders
herald the begloning of war, Is
the chief concern of Washington
nowndays.™ :
With these blont words Hanson
Baldwin, noted expert on milltary
affairs, summed up In last Suns
day's New York Times the pres-
ent nim and aclivitles of the
Hoopevelt administration.

Echoed In the press In a hun-
dréxd different ways, this lesson Is
belng driven home—Roosevelt s
proparing the country for war.
Every aspect of govermmental mo-
tivity Is being subordinated to
this central taslk.

Alms At Lima

The “national unity” delegation
to the Lima Pan-Amerlean con-
ference, including Alf Landon and
John L. Lewls' daughter, has lefi
for the sonferences whers Tanles
imperialism hopea to glve con-
crete form to the new Roosavelt
docirine of “Inter-continental de-
fonse"—Le, the mobllization of
the whole western hemlsphere un-
der the aegis of Unlted BStatos
Mnames capital in & coordlnated
military, naval, and asconomlo
unit, '

Meanwhile Foosevelt s wasting
no time in pushing ahead with
his plans along A many-slded
front.

Acting Beerotary of Btate Sum-
ner Welles announced on MNov. 28
that the number of U8, naval
military, and alr attaches in Latin

American countrles would be
doubled,

A few dayve carller the State
Department announced that =
naval, military, and alr misslon
would procesd to Colombla to
help reorganize the armed foress
of that country and enthuslastle
complimenta were exchanged by
the Senate of that country and
President Roosovelt,

Batista Enlisted

Col. Fulgencio Batista, nssussln
of the Cuban workers, returned
to Havana from a wining-and-
dining tour In the United States
and safd his admieation for
Foossvelt was "unbounded.” This
meant, in plainer words, that Ba-
tisia had been satisfactorlly Hned
up for the program of “Inter-con-
tinental solidarity.” We may be
sure that naval and alr bases will
spring up on the south coast of
Cuba, In partinl return, Batlata
was able to announce that the
reciprocity treaty between the
iwo countrles weould be modifled
in favor of certaln Cuban pro-
ducts,

“In Washington this Thursday
180 high-ranking officers of the
Army and Navy met to - discuss
the Reosevelt industrial mobiliza.
tlion program. For this progrmm a
preliminary survey has slready
been completed and 10,060 planta
carmarked for re-gearlng Into the
Ameriean  imperialist war ma-
chine,

Calling of this conference fol-
lowed ‘ahortly after the publlca-
tlon of Secretary of War Wood-
ring's report which slpnificantly
smphasized the need for Induas-
trial maobilizatlon to bask up
speciflecally military and naval
TeRSUTEH,

Emphasls on Industry

The emphasis upon thia sspact
of the war preparations 1a not ae-
cldental. The Imperlallst masters
realize now more clearly than
gver before that wars are really
l'l:l'ught and won on the home
fronta and thls means the sue
cegaful reglmentation of labor in
accordance with the war needs of
the bosses,

strength to meet the ilgsts that]
are yat to come. For this it could

no longer use the People'a Front,
for the workers now have bo ba
not merely fooled but beaten Into
submission. This is the -meaning
of the Daladler decress ns the |
first open step towand an outright
dictatorship,

BEut perhaps thess gentry have
mizcalculated. The strikea of the
pasi week, breaking once more
without so much as a “by-your-
leave” nod In the direction of the
unisn bureauerats, ahow that the
vitallty of the French workera
has not been sapped, that the wlil
and ability to struggle 1s still
there despite the debilitating ef-
fect of four years of belrayal by
Dmladier, Blum, Thorez & Co.

The party of the Fourth Inter-
national in France, the P.OL
{Workers' Internationallst Party),
has identifled [tself through this
perlod with the program of struog-
gle, af armed roslstance to Faa-
clsm, of tha peneral stelke for
power, of the workers’ and peas-
ants' government. That party
must now place itself in the front
ranks of the struggle now unfold-
ing and thers joln with all othar
revolutionary militanta in creat-
ing a new leadership for tha
critieal days ahend, for the lesue
is Fascism or n workers' Franece,
There i no third road,




