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- Open the Doors!

The problem of the European refugees is of
pmfuundeit concern to évery worker. All hopes
for the future, all possibility for the progress of
civilization r.]e];:-eﬂd Iﬂ-ﬂﬂ}‘ on the action and sol-
idarity of the working class of every country,
It is not merely from considerations of humanity
. that we must seek to aid the victims of fascism
driven from land to land, often [eft in the ditch
to starve.

The only real answer to the barbarism prac-
tised by the reactionary capitalists in the name
of national culture, is the mobilization of work-
ing class forces on the basis of international sol-
idarity against all class and national oppression.

cIn the performance of this duty of organizing

practical aid for the disinherited and mistreated
victims of fascist reaction, the working class
forges wnbreakable international links in the
chain of its struggle to pull civilization out of
the mire.

% The American proletariat must unite to help
the refugees so that in this very process they iy
prevent the same thing from taking place in
their own country. By malnng their power Fele

. in warding off the blows of reaction delivered
~against the oppressed of other countries, the

American workers at the same time mobilize
‘therr ﬂnl:ngth to defeat similar altempis at op-

o pression at home. .
 The partition of Czechoslovakia and the ad-

vance of fascism into Central Europe daily up-
roots thousands upon thousands of helpless
families which are rendered destitute overnight.
It iz especially the Jews who become the chosen
wictims of trimmph:l.nr reaction. They find them-

=+ selves a people without a country and without

. any rights that need be rﬁpm‘tfd'- Theer tercible

plight in Europe is made the more tragic by the

hr:n!:s' in Palesting, There Bntish impenalism

ursues its own aims at the expense of both

: '.J'.nlll:ﬂ and Jews, pu rposefully utilizing the antag-

onism between the two. What can we propose
in view of the awful tragedy of the refugees,
particulacly the Jews?

. The bourgeois governments, under the leader-

3 -~ship of Roosevelt, called the Evian Conference

ostensibly to "aid political refugees.” This con-

ference Fr:smrml. the 1rome spt,"t'rm;]:: of sach af
- ‘the governments represented making polite re-
'__qucsrs of all the others to increase their quota
“«of refugees. Roosevelt asked Mexico, Brazil,
Arge

ntine to open their doors wider, but the
Y. 5. did not lift a finger to increase its own
“share” by as much as a single refugee. Thus

the American quota list is already exhausred for
a year and a half to come. In acruality, behind
the scenes, the Evian Conference was called to
permit the various bourgecis governments to
keep tabs on the radical refugees and to advise
each other on their movements. The Evian Con-
ference was called for the purpose, not of aid-
ing refugees, but of regulating their inevitable
flow over various borders in the interests of the
ruling class.

The American Jewish bourgeois “leaders”
follow carefuily the pattern laid down for them
by the political spokesmen for the capitalist
ruling class. The policies advocated by these
leaders dovetail into those of the American gov-
ernment. The various nationalist Jewish organ.
izations have sent out widespread to Jewish
homes telegrams to be signed and forwarded to
Secretary Hull of the State Department asking

the United Statés to inteevene to prevent Great®

Britain from closing the doors of Palestine to
Jewish immigration.

Hull and Roosevelt could have wished noth-
ing better to give them prestige as liberals with-
out lifting a finger to give real help. It cosis
these wily politicians nothing at all to make this
empty gesture. Hull states this publicly when
he calls attention, even while sending his gratu-
itous message to England, to the fact thal after
all the United States cannot prevent England
from careying out whatever policy it pleases.
This remark will be understood in its {rue worth
by the British government,

Thus the Jewish misleaders aid the caprtalist
politicians in siphoning off the stream of mass
agitation into safe and wseless channels. The
Jews are aroused as never before at the awful
plight of their fellow-Jews in Palesting and in
the fascist countries, To prevent this sentiment
from crystallizing into a militant mass move-
ment, the reactionary Jewish leaders provide a
safety valve in the form of harmless telegrams.

We certainly stand against the closing of the
doors of Palestine to the Jews. It has always been
the Marxist viewpoint that the masses of work-
ers should be permitted to move freely across all
borders without restriction. We recognize, how-
ever, that the Jews in or out of Palestine will
not be I'l:‘:lpr.'d ane 10k |:n:,.' appraling to the im-
perialist British government which is responsible
for the oppression of countless millions of peo-
ple of all races all oyer the earth. An appeal to
this governmént means to entrust the fate of the
Jews to one of the worst enemies of all hu-
manity.

Mo, the American workers, including the
]cwi:—:h workers, can Frr:rfurm a far more wseful
service (o the refugees, including the Jews, by
making forceful demands not on the British
government which need not and will not pay
the shghtest attention, but on “their own™ gov-
ernment, We must demand the open door for
refugees not merely in far-away Palestine, but
here at home in the United States. Why has not
Roadevelt .'-tl:ti:m]:rh:d ta have the quota law com-
pletely abolished—or even revised upwards?
This would be really practical aid to the ref.
ugees. It would be an excellent way to combat
anti-semitism because it would mean an educa-
tional campaign against race prejudice conduct-
ed in the ranks of the working class.

Oirganize the masses around this demand for
the open door and this demand will soon make
itself felt! For the abolition of the guota law
and for the reestablishing of the United States
as a haven for political refugees! This is the
only real democracy—the Rght for the Open
Dwoor for all refugees!

By J. G. WRIGHT
No officinl stntisties relating 1o
| the Stalinist purge hove been Ls-
{sued. Wome will be forthcoming.
| Nevertheless on the basis of in-
{divect data in the Stalinist press
the number can be roughly ap-
proximated. A figwre of 1000 0K00—
1500000 for ithe past two years
Cwould be w conservalive cstim-
nie.

In December 1937, Walter Eriv-
itzky, leading Soviei diplomaet
'who refused to return to Russin,
i stated that in May of that year
i he had learned from an author-
{ itative source that the number of
politicn] arresis had at that time
reached tho tois] of not less {han
300,000, the majority being party
members and membera of their

the number of arrests had con-
giderably increased and Krivitsky
ecatimated it to be in ithe neigh-
borhood of helf-a-mmillion,
Kriviisky's estimates = nali-
rectly borne out hy o dispateh
from Denny during this same
perlod: “The purge continues
unithated although It has now
boen golng on so long that its
irlals and executions have boe-
come routine news stripped of
all dramatic wvalue” (N, Y.
Timves, e, 2 1937),
Replacement and Furges
Howeaver, we have n far morgé
puthoritative werification, In Jan.
uary of this yvear Pravdn ssserted
that: “More than 100,000 people
have heen advanced to leading
posts during Inst year alone—in
distriets, provinecs, federated and
putonomous People's Commissar-
iata. More than 000" . . . The
advancement has oeguired a

original.}

individual who was
another one was
£, purged.

eVery
vanced®
moved, |

dinntes,

Pravda's boazt, the number

alone” can be get at not legs than
0000, The appalling implication

paign of “advanecment,”

ery of apecding up the purge.

ported from Moscow: “Many
thousands of persons have been
arrested—the number

{ oul the Soviet republice sinee the
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“Tens of Thousands . .
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to state with satisfaction
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(Continued from page 1)

sranks and conduct the stubborn fight necessary for victory. A
ﬁghtlng labor peogram is indispensable. Such a program must
: P-I,'I.'.I"ul'ldt for the defense of the ﬂnl}r serious nght whech 15 lefr
16 workers in a society based upon exploitation: THE RIGHT TO

EMPLOYMENT AT A LIVING WAGE.

The A.LP. must categorically demand employment and de-

~cent living conditions for everybody.

As preliminary steps toward securing this right, the ALP.
must fight for the fu]luwing immediate demands:

. 1) Adegquate pr::-wmrn fr.?r r.r.l'.ref Mew York with its gréat
. army of unemployed requires at least an annual appropriation of
1,000,000,000 for relief and public works projects. This sum

—-ayill provide a minimum income of $1,000 a year for the million

b nu:H families whose breadwinners are out of jobs.

-2) Jebr in indwitry for the greatent possible nuniber of

.. gworkers, This can be achieved by a reduction of working hours

in industries with no reduction in pay.

wiwi 3) Adegiate Howsing. A State -Housing: Authority: Act for
a fomplete clearance of slums, the infamous hovels and fire-
. traps for which New York is notorious. In addition to providing
'_ ~decent housing, it will create jobs for a category of workers
. particularly hard hit by the depression—the building trades,

4y Opening of faciories closed down ar a result of Ihe
“erisis. The measures enumerated above will absorb only a por-
- tion of the unemployed. To ]:-mwdu: jobs for millions who will
- never again be reabsorbed by private industry, the AL.P. must
- aggressively support a long term public-works program. Within
_ the framework of such a program, there should be included
resumption of work in private enterprises shut down by their
_ t owners, such resumption on the basis of declaring these
. enterprises and factories to be public utilities which are to be
npmﬂ.-d by workers' committees and exempt from any profit in-

Cterest and rent charges.

5) Placing the burden of the depression not on the backs
. of workers, bur where it belonpr—ON THE BOSSES. LaGuardia's
sales Yax collects pennies from the poor, leaving untouched the
i _idolla¥s of the rich. Repeal the sakes tax! Tax the rich! Over and

mbove  the mdﬂn'_mnd for a taxation program which will ease the

of the masses in our city.

imPcri:llist powers,

against capitalism,

progress.

Ernest R, MeKinney for

Bl oa o i -

For Independent Politics
- And a Fighting Program

tax burden of the workers and the small home owners, the A LP.
must demand that all war funds be turned over for relicf—Ffor 2
program of WPA, public works and housing.

6) Pur an end to the gonging of the power irust and the
plans of the transit companies to fnereare the fare. The exorbitant
gas and electric rates in New York must be reduced. The five
cent fare must be maintained. This can be accomplished only by
expropriating these trusts and really running them for the benefit

While we gird ourselves to fight for the foregoing . program,
while the trade unions continue their day to day struggles for
better wages and working conditions, the reactionary vanguard of
the capitalist class 15 not sitting by idly. Boss Hague's onslaught
against the workers in Jersey City is but a portent of what is
coming everywhere. Anti-semitism and racial hatreds are being
prepared openly as bosses’ weapons to divide the ranks of the
workers. At the same time, the Roosevelt government is speeding
up its preparations for a’war to. redivide the world among the

Anti-semitism, all racial persecution, fascism and war are hy-
products of the decaying capitalist system, arising from capitalist
decay as inexorably as economic crises, unemployment and working
class slavery. The struggle against fascism and war is the struggle

Only the working class, relying upon its own strength and
its own independent organizations, in an alliance with the poor
farmers and the millions brought to ruin by capitalism can wage
a successful struggle for the abolition of capitalism and the estab-
lishment of a socialist society—mankind's sole safeguard against
a relapse into barbarism, and the only road that leads to further

Cast your vote FOR INDEPENDENT LABOR POLITICS.

Work FOR A BOLD FIGHTING LABOR PROGRAM.

Vote for all genuinely independent A.L.P. candidates.

Write in the names of Jamer P. Cannon for Governor and

regular-term senator.

Local New York, Socialist Workers Parry,
(Section of the Fourth International)

familiez. In the period since May, |

masaz character, IL s becoming al-
most everywhers 4 mass phenom-
enon. (Jan, 27. Emphagis in the

It goes without saying that for!
“ad- |
re-|
It Iz equal-
Iy clenr that for every “leading”
functionary a number of subor-
to say nothing of relo-
tives, were caught in the dragnet
A ratio of 5 to 1 is hardly ex-
nggerated. Thus on the basiz of
of
those purged dorving “last wear

of the figure mentioned in Pravdn
ecomes clear if we bear in mind
that Fravda cited 1t only to call
for an intensification of this cam-
It wasz
anly & modest beginning! In
March came the Bukharin-REykov
frame-up ag part of the machin-

At that time Webbh Miller, Uni-
ted Press staff correspondent, re-

perhaps
running into Ave figurca—through-

recent Ereagson triale” (M. Y, Post

July, Walter Duranily was

“there i no doubl that it
purge) eut o decp furrow

Millions Hit as Stalin I5ui'ge
Continues in Soviet Union

through every phase of national
life, To prove this it ls sufficient
to compare published membership
listz of officlal bodies, from the
high military ecouneil to  local
goviets, of two years agoe and
now, of fto read reports  of
changes of the personnel in Coibn-

provincial and municipal,
government administrative posk-
tione" (M. ¥, Times, July 28). The
apheres and the chung‘es enUuiner-
ated by Duranly embrace not iso.
Isted individuals but the entire
party and administrative appar-
aiug of the country, that Is to aay,
thousanda upen tens of thousands
of people.

We continually mect with this
refrain of “new thousands,” Thus,
b Aupgust, Tevestia stated (hat “in
tha recent period thousands of
new people have heen advanced
to lending posts in People’s Com-
mizsariatz and the adminiztrative
bodies” (August 28, Our emphas-
iz). And only the other day, Den-
ny reported on the Arfmy plrge
ag follows:

“The purge that iz atill contins
uing in the Red Army, though
apparenily en & emaller acale, ls
being necompanied by promotions
y of thougands of junlor officers to
| responsible posta”™ (M. Y. Times.
10ct. 17. Our emphoasiz).

Yoardatick for Dats

The scope of the “promotions”
provides o yardstick for the real
extent of the purge. Lot us apply
it to {those izolated cases in which
the Stalinist press provides us
with zome sintistics,

In Pravda, for July 22, A. Ako-
pov,: direcior of the Ural Heavy
Muchinery Plant made the follow-
ing boast: “There are more than
400 engineers and lechnicians in
the construction department of
Uralmash, Of these only 3 com-
pleted their studles prisr to 1817,
all the others are from among the
Sowviet youth.” We also learn that
"more than 200 Stakhanovists
from among thae labor and tech-
nical personnel have baen pro
moted to leading posts” Hare wa
have a purge of mtore than &0 per
eenl in & single department. So
we pre not shocked to discowver
that in this plant thera were: “a
forcign speclallat, the spy Z..._:
former chief metall.ut‘giit the "di-
wveralonist P._..: ¢ head of the een-
tral laboratory, Lhe apy D..,.;
former heand of the forging-press
dept, &....; chiel engineer, the
wricker L . . . . former head of
the arder bureau, the apy K,

One-Year Olds

Here iz a report of the results
of the Party Conference in the
clty of Stalinsk: “In the Kuznets
metallurgionl plant named after
Stalin, the cadres of the party
huve been vigorously rencvated
in the last year. The majority of
tho secretaries of shop commit-
iees and group organkzations ape
now people—thelr past record in
party work does not exceed one
year.,” (Pravda, July 22)

Finally, we tnke the instance of
the -Don Basin, Time and agaln
has the administration been
purged, culminating in the seeep-
ing changea effected by Kogn-

munist party secretariats, both| fice
and in

T

novich In Qetoher of last year,
Pravda commented as follows:
“The People's Commissar of
Heavy Industry, com. L. M, Kaga-
novich has reorganized “Glave-
gol’; he has expelled from there
the apologists of wreckers' theo-
TY ... the bureanerais and the af-
holdera; he hag reinforced
the apparatus of the chief admin-
istration with young engineers,
teated communists, people who
know their jobs mnd are desirous
of fighting for the convalescence
of the eoal industry (Oel. 2,
1837 ).
*“Worthless Directora'™

On June 11, 1538, Pravda an-
nowneed the removal of these
“warthlesa directora” and boast-
ed of & new leading stafl embrac-
ing: 260 mine superinténdents;
240 chief enginesra, 810 heads of
gectors, 400 "leaders of tens,” 6530
Stakbanovists, 13 crganizers and
140 chpirmen of mine commitbees.

Snid Pravda: “The chief task of
the directors of ‘Donbasugol’ was
to transmit the experienee of the
advanced mines in the stroggle
for coal to the laggard mines, o
pul an end once and for all to
criminal hegligence and to pro-
ceed to rool outl the consequences
of wreeking . . . The former lead-
erg aof ‘Donbasugol’ failed to do
this, Departmental-bureaucratic
methods of management predormn.
inated in their work. The warth-

less  divectoras  have been re-
moved.” (June 11} In October of |
this wear, the Donbas has been .
rearganized once again, this dme
into thres separale units I"Tul
purge was reported in connection
with thiz recrganization but it
doubtless took place, If the purge
clsewhere assumed the same pro-
portions it would Invelve not 1%
but several millions. We préesume
that these are exeeptionn]l cases,
Commissariats Cleansed

Of the 28 Commiseariats (estab-
lished in January) 11 have been
purged from fop Lo bottom, Thes:
includa the commissariats of Ag-
riculture, Trade, Mechanieal Con-
struction, Light Industry, Food
Industry, Land Transport, Fi-
nance, and Farm Products Slor-
age. On Qet. 2, came the nows of
the reorganization of the Siate
Bank, with the appointment of
Bulganin as ehairman, and three
deputies, Al four of these new
appointess are GPU. funetion-
aries—an avil omen to thg per-
apnngll

The mnaval commigariat has
been purged. The purge in the
Army continues., While there has
beont nmo  eonflemation of RBlue-
cher's arcest, It 1a known that his
entire general atafl and scores of
his closest collaborators have
heen arrested.

The refusal of collectives to de-
Hwver graln to the government ia
belng met by the extension of
the purge Into the collectives,
This list far from exhausts the
countleas thousands who are in-
volved, In the light of these facis
our estimate of thosze who have
fallem wvictims to the purge at
thres timea the figure set by Kel-
vitsky last December s, if any-
thing, an underestimation,

HARLEM LOCALS

the Itallan Harlem W.A. local,
also experienced a “rewvolt” of its
own, when organizer €. Ewerett,
at a meeting of that local two

QUIT ALLIANCE

NEW TORK- —Tha growing re-
volt in the ranks of the Bialiniat|

proportionz last weesk when in o
stormy sesslon of the Harlem
Council here Browderite Sam
Wiseman, W. A. Cily Secretary
was “shown the gate' and five
locals with a combined member-
ship of more than 300 voled to
leave the Communizst Party-con-
trolled Allinnce.

Bafore this latest chapler in a
long series of Alllance defectlons
was over, another local, No. 53, in
the Washington Helghts section
with & membershlp of over 200,
also vobed to lenve the Alliance,
charging the W.A, as belng a (.
P.erun racket.”

Twenly Expelled
It was also learned here that

during the height of the “Harlem
revolt,” some 20 members of the

from that organization, with thes

reason glven as "Trotskyiam,™
While the “rebellion™ in Har-

lem was in its formative stage,

Workers Alllance reached new | tonio, cendidate and darling of

| there, could underatand.

Communist Party were expelled.

wesks ago, denounced the Stalin-

jat fakers, and lead more than 140

members of that local.
Ex-Congresaman Wito Marcans-

the Browderites, presiding at a

branch meeting of the American
Labar Party, ordered that Ewver-
et be thrown out, when he al-
tempted to address the mgeting
in Italian, the language which
mgest of the workers gathered

The Hotebook of | 4

“MAN'S BEST FRIEND IS5 HIS DOG”

Ome of the funny features which relieve the tedlum of the

current slection campalgh In New York s provided by the furlous
battle for Progreas which the Stalinista are waging in behall of
Banker-Governor Lehman and the rather impatient request of

Lehman that the newly hatched democrats eurb their ardor, of at

least be more private about it,

The raucous campaign of the Stalinists for
Progress" was briefly interrupted Jast week by the curt public

announcement of Lehman that
Moreover, he added—though not

“Lehman and

he didn't want their suppert,
quite ao emphatically—his would

not accept M. Thus called to heel, & moment of tenee and some-

what embarrassed silence on the part of the Twentleth Century

Amerleans followed, Durlng that

blegsed moment the total volume

of sound declbels which asgail the collective ear of the publie,
in ‘total disregard of the anti-noise crdinance, was considerably

diminished,

But it was only for the moment. The repudiation only gave

them pause. It couldn't stop them., When they are out to defeat i,

reaction at all costs nothing can stop them. Their nolsy and

delivious new confesslons of faith, shouwted with the ferver and i

frenzy of o camp meeting convert, drowned out ihe politely
modulated disavownl of Lehman. They are now In full ery agein,
and there will be no peace in Mew Tork State until they have
shouted progreas to victory in the elections once agaln.

There are some over-anxious and jittery people In the em-
battled ranks of progress who believe all the bad news they hear,

and alwaya expect the worst,

Thess politicel hypoechondriacs

feared that Lehman's rebuff to his Kremlin chorus signified—oh,
danger of dangers!—a “split in the progressive forces.”

They wore uwnduly alarmed,

than real, It was not fundamental, but only o difference of opinlon

The confliet was more apparent

wboul manners and methods. Lehman was merely trying to train
the Stallniztas to curbk thelr enthuslasm, to pet more 11ke settled res-

idents of the Demccratic Party,
have just crashed the gates,

not like rowdy nmew arrivals who

The parvenu-democrats haven't undersiood this wyet, They
are ke eertain bresds of too-nffectlonatle eanines who are not

satiafed merely to be allowed in

intoe his lap and slobber in his faece,

the master's house but must leap
Lehman, by hie press atate-

ment, simply meant io say “down Fido!" But Fido-Browder, for
whom everything the master does iz right, mistook the rebuka
for a caress, and began to whine and howl with delight st the
attention, That's the sound you hear over the radio on the Com-

munist Party hour.—C,

RAILROAD UNION
RESISTS THREAT
OF WAGE SLASH

(Continued from page 1)

with a vote to eall &’ national
flrike when the eut becomes ef-
feetive. And the Rogaevelt ad-
ministration, understanding full
well the importance of national
transporiation in time of war, ap-
peinted a “fact-finding board" in
order to aplve the whole problem
as quickly and as quletly as pos-
alble,

The hearings hulﬂ by this “fact-
finding board” brought forth no
new focts but have succeeded in
bringing to the front pages of the
newspapers the sorry plight of
the workers in this Industry and
the complete inability of the boss-
28 to run thelr business,

Boma Eyewash

Testifying befora thizs board,
Mre, Charles Donnelly, president
of the Morthern Pacliic Rallway,
sald that he did net believe the
pay cut would affect genoral busi-
ness. T can't see why prosperous
indusiries would follow action
teken by disiressed railways," he
anld.

Mr. Donnelly disagreed with
the contention of the councll for
the brotherhoods that the pro-
posed  teduction  would redues
purchasing power. “The money
saved to the railroads In wages™
he =zald, “would get inte eireula-
thon bn some form,'”

“We did not tell the men they
would get only 85 per cent of
thelr wages," he went on, “We
appropched them in the same
manner a8 in° 1932, pointing out
thele favored position ms com-
pared  with the dire straits of

Calls Cops
Marcantonio then proceeded Lo

orll the cops. The police arrived,
but Evereit addressed the meet-
ing, which conaisted for the moat
part of Allinnes members, and at
the conclusion of his remarks, in
which he exposed the false roles
of Marcantonlo and the Allinhce
officials, he lead & procession out
with him.

With the Harlem locals, goos
the last remaining stronghold of
the unemployed asectlon of the
M. ¥. Alliance.

Duty predicted that the “rebel”
Harlem locals may soon become
i #soction of the Unemployed and
Project Workers Unijon,

WEEKLY

THE MARXIST SCHOOL

on Sunday evenings at 8:00

OCTOBER 30—SHOULD LABOR SUPPORT THE A.LP.
B. J. Widick—Mat'l Labor Sec'y of 5.W.P.
L ]
NOVEMBER &—CELEBRATION OF 21st AMNIVERSARY
OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
Max Shachtman—Editar of New Internat'l
L
NOVEMBER |3—A.F.L.-C.1.O.
*

‘Trving Plaza — Irving Place at 15th St.

FORUMS

UNITY

the menagement.”
585 Per Month

Then the fact was brought for-
ward that the average wage in
the Industry is leas than $95 =
month and that sectlon workers,
according to L. E. Heller, statiati-
alan  for the Brotherhood of
Maintenanee of Way Emplovees,
earn not more than $347 o year!
(a 15 per cent ecut for these
workers would bring thelr pay to
£205 annually),

In answer fo the plea of the
owners for the wage reduetion,
W, Jett Lauek, an economist for
the unlons, charged that the wage
cut had been declded upon by a
smill group of bankers which
dominated the railroad industry.

He went on to desoribe how
In organizing the Hew York Ten-
tral Railroad, the promoter ds a
preliminary  step, doubled the
stock in his possession by & 100
per cent stock dividend without
any corresponding Inereépse in as-
sele, On this stock, which he de.
seribed s fletious, dividends
amounting {6 more than $210,000 -
M} had been pald sinee 1870,

Divertad Revenues

“This obviously means," he con-
tinued, that revenues to this
amount—whleh should have been
used for advances in wages and
working conditlons of employees,
the lowering of passenger and
freight railes, the payments of
debtz and general improvemesnts
—have been Improperly diverted
and distributed.”

In a dizcussion of thes New
York, New Haven and Hariford

| Rallroad; the witness sald that,

with J. P. Morgan & Co. dominat-
ing itz policies, "there was dig-
slpated within ten years 5400000~
000 of the capital assels of the
company.”

The resources of profitable
ronde were uped to finance this
recent  fantastle financial  orgy.
Hundreds of milillons were lost
and the workera of these px.
ploited rallways are now suffer-
ing and will be permenently
handicapped by this wrecking—
to aay nothing of the hundreds of
srnll Investors who were thus “Ey
“tuken for o ride” My

Efforts To Balk Tngulry .|

The wages and working oon.
ditlons of employees on two out-
f{anding Western rallroads, (the -
Bouthern Pacific and Great Nor-
thern) have been complately
rulned im résent years becauss
the bosses of these roads gave
away to thelr stockholders profits
able income-producing assets val-
wed ot F5ET.000,000.

Teapite the fact that nelthee
the fact-finding board nor the
administration have shown any
intentlon to favor the unlons in
this altuation, the Association of
Ameriean Rallronds, which Iz tha

bosses” orgoantzation, has made ] ke, L
frantic attempts to prevent the o
investigation from belng held. =]

The publicity such an Investiga- s
tion might attract would not add
to the case for the dwners when
and if a fight develops batween
the rallroads and the unlons.

This wus expozed by o counsal ]
for the Brotheroods in tha cross. k!
examinstion of Mr., Pelley, former &
president of the New York, New '
Haven and Hartford Rallroad, :
and now president of the Associa- f
tion, Mr. Pelley sald that no in- o
vestigution.” And answering Mr.
nothlng can be done anyway.”
The counszel asked him If 1t Swas
not & fact that he had trled to

oty
-

vestigation,” And answering Mr,
swer was an emphatic “No!®

“Then,” asked the counsal, iz
it mot & fact that you corre-
sponded with Milton Harrlson of
tha Securities Owners Association
and that Mr. Harrison wrote you
that he had ‘scotched® the in-
vesigation.” And answering Mr
Huarrison did you write:

“I think you did a spleadid
job and hopea that the Senmtor
(Wheelor) staye pub! Tsn't that
true?"

"Tea" replied Mr. Pelley. e
Other Plans

The plane offered by wvarlous .
groups to save the railroads weare i
reviewed by the board. The
Erotherhoods have proposed @
gerles of stepe which would rFe-
duee competition by restricting
trucks from doing .long haul
work, by the introduction of new,
lighter eguipment, o fAxed rate o _-I-
base for freight and passenger © N
service, restriction of stoek =0 T
that at no time would more than i
40 per cent of the roads' value be
#old In bonds or stock, a serles -
of consolidations, cooperation bet- ' e
ween the management and the 3
untons,
This proposal, howaver, is not
looked upon with. any consider-
able degree of satisfactlon by the }
workers who have In convention g
after conventlon gone on record a"-
for government ownership and
responsibility for the roads. The
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unions have recently asked the . i
Federal administration to LT 3
over the roads and guarantes the PR
workers a minimum wage equal . -“‘-fr.-‘,-%

td the average necessary for & de- e
cent standard of living. ;i e 1




