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Ten Years of

Struggle

For a Workers’ Party

(Continued from page 1)

Amerlcan section of the Third In. |,
tarnatlonal, Alded by our interna-||
whichi!
we alweys maintained closs tles, |k

tional organization, with

we went through thede stages of

development with a consclows un-|,

derstanding. of the objective gir-
cumatances which made them un-
avoidable.

Our record 15 by no means fres
from mistakes and omissions in
carrying out our tasks, Buf, by
and large, we knew what the
tagks of the moment weré and
allowed mo obe o swerve us from
them. Moat of the internal strug-
our cadres were
unified and
around questlons of this type
The individuals and cligues who
left our ranks for obllvion came
to grief In almost ewvery casc be-
oause of their refusal Lo recognize
the political realities which dic-
tated the tactica they opposed.
Harmlis may forsake the world
of reality, revolutionary pelitici-
ANS never,

A Tough Siart

It would be hard to fnd any-
whera in the history of the laboo
movemnent & atruggle that began
ynder more unfevorable nuspices
for Immedlate practical success
than ours, The Communist Inter-
nutional, reprezenting and aym-
bollging the great Russlan revo-
lution in the publle mind, domil-
nated a=ll radieal labor thought
and activity; and SBialinism, s
real face not yel exposed in prae-
tiee, reigned triumphant in the
Comintern and &Il lts sections.
Moreover, the Comintern was
then swinging inte the frenzied
radicalinmn of the “third perlod™
and boating the drums for the
firet five-year plan and its daze-
ling records of industrial progress
in the Soviel Union.

In these circumsiances we had
te begln our agitation about the
theory of "soclallsm in one coun-
try" and the problem of the Chi-
neze revalution. A more "imMprae-
tleal” wvonture could hardly be
imagined. MNobody wanted to lis-
ten to the “hair-gplittera” We

‘appeared to be waging a Quixotic

war nboul thooretical refinements
and far-away places while the
‘Btalinists were “dolng things.”
We were cruelly isolated and ap-
peared to be hermetically sesled
in owr isolation, CQur ostracism
wia complete. Ewven social af-
Frles, auch ns are common now
for wittually every heanch of our
parly, were impossible for uws in
thope dmys. We had wvery few
friends.

The Power of Program '
But we knew fthe truth and
were never daunted. We had read
Trotsky's “Critlclemy of the Draft
Program of. the Comintern,” and
wig knew f{hal the program de-
cldes everything. We are often

_asked if we were taken by sur-

prise by our expulsion feom the
party and the gangster campaign
agalnst us; and if we had not
counted on o quick victory., No,
we understogd fhe situation pret-
ty woll and werc prepared for a
long striggle. This long view was
Ingtilled nto the minds of all our
comrades from the start. It was
a decialve factor in their =tob-
bern endurance which astounded
all our enemiecs.

We never had & single capliu-
lator in our leading cadre, and
extremoly few in the ranks when
the enormous pressure  pub upon
them iz consldered, Malkin turned
ral after awhile and Gerry Al-
lerd, who is & professional capl-
tulator, went back to the Stalin-
ists after they had sgueezed him
& bit. That's about all; there may
have been four or five obthors,
hut I cannet remember thelr
names., Our ranks were never
once shaken or disturbed by de-
eertions, From this an lmportant
lezgon may be derived: in order
to hold put in & hard ﬂght it Is
best to weigh everything  and
count the cost before you start.

The First Persooutlon

It was o harvd fight, especially
In the Arst days. We had no mo-
hiy, no connections and very few
members, Al our first convention,
aboul six months after the cxpul-
sions, about 1M comrades
throughout the country were reg-
resented, We wore also subjected
o persecution by the Stalinists
The campaign of slander depict-
ing us ag “counter revolutionisis,”
familiar to all now, was some-
thing rather new then and more
effective. Organized bands of
heoodlyms were sent Lo break up
our  public meetings by  force.
Somelimea they succeeded and
sometimes they got the worst of
the fght. Comrades aselling the
“Militant” weore attacked; Individ-
ual comrades were waylald and
beaten up, Our homes were burg-
lavized and, a few days later
stolen  letbers and “documenis”
were published in the Daily
Worker. All this availed nothing.

We slood our ground and
fought. We were armed with con-
fidence in our program and ks
future; that Iz the best prescrip-
tion for sustained couwrage in a
political fight. The movement of
u‘nﬁl-fa!iﬂud bolshevism grew, slow-
Iy and painfully, bul # grew,
The cadres became harvdened in
the struggie. The whole campaign
ggainst ys—the slander, the hood-
lum vielence and the burglaries—

JAMES P. CANNON
Narional Sec'y, S.W.P.

was all crganized and divected in
the first alx months by Lovestone
& Cop, whoe contrelled the O P. al
thiet time. Thon they wWere also
expelled and given a dose of their
own medicine, That converted
them to "demoeracy”; at least, so
they smid.

Firm Line of Principle

During the Arst yemrs of our
struggle the reaction in the Com-
intern eoinclded wilh . a gencral
reaction and  passivity in the
American labor movement, The
left wing of the workers® mowe-
ment was completely dominated
by Stalinizsm basking in the light
af the flrst fve-year plan, Under
these gonditions there was noth-
ing to do butl direet our message
to the Htalinist workers, to main-
tein our position as & faction of
the Comintern fighting for lts re-
formmation and to concentrate our
extremely lmited forces on fun-
damental critical and propagan-
disiiec work.

This was the task n hand, tm-
posed upon us by all the cireuim.
stances,. We tensciously adhered
to thiz line and repulsed overy
atternpt to divert it in favor of
ralnbow-chaslng expeditions, Su-
per-radical people demanded “in-
dépendencs” from the Comintern
and concentration on “mass
work.t That would simply have
meant a futile exerclse in trying
Lo jump over owr own heads The
tuetios of o politienl grouping, its
methods of work and the (asks
it sets for itself at the moment,
and evon the form and conditions
af ity existence, must all be deter-
mined by time and circumstancs.
The fear of izolation and the at-
tampl Lo circumvent it in periods
of reaction by artificlal moeans
only brings & disintegration of
the Marxist forces whero it does
not lead 1o their opportunistic
diffusion. Sueh pundits ns Wels-
bord and ¥Feld, who altempled
these miraeles on thelr own ae-
count after we finished the de-
bate with theéem, achieved a
unigue combination of these wns
happy conacquences,

It was necessary to earcy out
the struggle in the Comintern to
the end, untll the fallacy of ils
dogimas wolld be confirmed in
great actions before the eyes of
the masscs. In the period of the
greatest ideclogical confusion and
demoralization I was necessary
o oconcentvate on  fundamental
theorelical criticiam, O reHSsCm-
ble the forces of the vanguard
man by man, o rearm thom with
o eprrect program and thua pre-
pure the fulure work among the
masges. If we had not stuek reso-
lutely to this conceplion at that
time, i we had lstemed to the
demagogpues  and  “masy  work"
quacks, we would not be celebrat-
ing our tenth anniversary today.
There would be nothing to ecele-
Lrate.

The German Fvenis

The Germap oatastrophe of
1533-—the eapitulation Lo fascism
without » battle—signalized the
downfall of the Comintern as &
revolutionary factor and simul-
taneously induced a shake-up In
all oither workers” organizations.
The lefl wing in the . Socialist
Party, ecspecially in the youth
movement, bagan to telie shape
The Conference for Progressive
Labor Action (CPL.A.), & hebe-
refenous body of trade unionists,
began to ervatallize out a militant
politica]l tendency. Within a vear
the upturn of the econombe oyele
in the United Ztates and the in-
troduction of the N.EAMA un-
lenshed the frst great wave of
striles. Mew Limes; snew condi-
tiens, IL became u lifc and death
necesaity for the Bolsheviks to
reoricnt thembelves, to sefze upon
the new possibliities to break out
of their isolatlon and find the
rond o tho masses.

Our organization reacted to the
Gorman cvents with magnificent
encrgy like a tightly-colled spring
i release. The Militant, published
three times a week during the
acute evisiz following Hitler's ap-
pointment as Chancellor, electrl-
fled the movement. Our fnfluence
began to grow visibly day by day.
In common with our internation-
Gl rnovement we made a gharp
and  definltive break with the
bankirupt Cominterm and began
Lo gtecr o courde Lowakd 2 new
party and & npew international.
Contacts were established and ne-
potigtions initigted with warious

forées I ether organizations
looking toward unification n &

.

Il ment, basing iteelf wpon nation-
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Revolutlonary Tasks and Work in
the Trade Union Movement

By V. K. DUNNE

A Marxist understanding of the
atate and of the role of the rev-
olutlionary party as the vanguard
of the close, without which the
clags cannol radse lEself to power,
resgults in our having a diferont
attitude towards work in  the
trade umnions than that held by
any other organization claiming
Lo represent the Amerlean work-
Bre,

Alone of all parties in the Uni-
led Siates, the Socinlist Warkers
Party advocaies fthat only a
Workers and Farmers goveorn-

wide couneils of elected ropre-
sentalives of Lhe workers and
farmers, can solve the economiec
and so¢in]l problams facing the
tnasses, It flows from this con-
cept that our pariy must extend
ita influence to all sections nl';l
the cconomlbe arganizations of Lhe
workers  and  farmers—particg-
larly of the workers, becatise it
s the working class that will lead
all the oppressed in the onslaught
on capitalizm and the fghi for a
socialist America and a socialist
world.

Our Task
Tho task of our. parly conalsts
of gaining influence over the

trade unions—more, of winning,
through Uhe trade wnions, inffu-
coes over the majority of the
working ¢lass.

We cnn only sucteced in this
if the motheds used by our party |
In the trade unions help to hu;tﬂ!
the unions, to strengthen them, to

inerease their influsnee among
the unemploved, the farmers, the
oppressed  minorities  and meJ
amall people of the city. That
the trade wnion work of our

parly, limited in scope as it has

been up to now, has heen baszed
on B correct polley ls vevified by
the truly remarhkable way in
which unlong in which our mem-
herzs are active and  influential
have thrived,

Eacuuse ihe Socialist Labor
Porty and the LW.W, answered
“no' to the gquestion: shall réve-
lutionistz  waork in  resctionary
trade unions? they doomed them.
selves Lo sberllity.

Bocauwse the Socialist Parly and
the Lovesfone group have de-
groded soclallst  polities o the
level of Crade unlon politics, thelr
work in the mass movement has
not resulted in diverting the labor
movement from subservience 4o
the caplialisis,

The movement for the Fourth
International took shape i Anye.
riean and throughout the world,
hot only in the fight againat the

theorles of “soclialism In  one
country,” of “social fascism™ estg,,
but in the struggle against the
theory of duml “red™ unionism
fostered by the Communist Inter-
national until 1935 Lenin in 1820
had demonsatrated theoretically,
in his “Left Communism,”
thet for communists o turn
their  backs on  reactionary
unione and invent new “revolu-
tionary'" wunfons was o render
“the greatest servicee to the
bourgeoisie.”

The Reactionary Stalinists

But the Communiat Paortles
throughout the world had Jong
aince turned thelr backs on Len-
frigm, When the "“Communists™
vesenfered the trade unions fol-
lowing 1%34 they continued Lo
wear the leadimg strings of the
couuter-revolullonary Stalinist
burecaucrpcy in Russia, With the
drift o the right of Soviet poliey,

VINCENT DUNNE
.-’I-Ir.'n.!ﬁrjlf.q- {}rgama‘rr, 5. II’P

Lhe um!n 1ml|:|n work of Brow-
der's party has developed to the
point where today this group is
the most reactionary foree in the
labor movement,
fortunes of the Greens and fhe

a great historie task in organiz-the eountry, and to stabilize §t-

ing the heavy indugtries, a task
thit the craft unions ¢ould never
have accomplished. The new
C. I. O, unigns succesded, not
anly beeause they were industrial
in form but because they utilized
militant and revolutionary tactics
(sit-down strfkes efe.) to gain
their goal. Had the C I O
continued Its original pellcy of
organizing the unorganized, of
concentrating on  the basic in-
dustries, of avoelding raids on
eatablished A. F. L. unlons, there
iz little doubt but that, despite
the blows of the depression, it
would today ke in & far beiler
poeition in the American labor
movemeant.

Desperate for organizers, Lewis
commitied a tragic ervor in open-
ing wide the doors to the Stall-
nlstz in return for their wncon-
ditional support.

Weakened by the defeal ot
“Little Steel” and fthe hammer-
blowsa of the new depresalon, the
2, I O, organiam could not shake
off the Stalinist poison, On the
Weat Const and elsewhere the
Communist-contralled C. I O, has
followed & hrutal and callous

anti-working elass policy of raid-

ing the A. F. L., of violpting the
picket lines of unions unfer the
contral of the progressivas, In
Minnenpolis, the Stalinized sec-
tion of the €. I. O. has not hesi-

| tated to connive with the bosses
egalnst the A, F. L., even to ap-
. poal o the ecourts for an injunce-
(| tion against the latter

On MNovember 14 in Plitsburgh,
the O, I Q. will held lts fArst na-
tional conventlon, at which will
bo decided the question of who is
o control that body: the
workers o the Bialinists in a
bloe with Lewis or other C, I, O,
lediders. It ean be said bluntly
that only to the extent to which
the C, I. O rids iteclf of Sialinizm
can it recover its lost ground and
develop,

The Stremgth of the A FL,

A phenomenon not sufflelently

Whereas the | appreciated by the students of

the labor  movemsnt—not by

Hillmans are, after all, bound up! Stolberg and not even by certain

with the fortunes of 1he move-
ments which they head, the for-
tunes of the Stalinist unionists
derive from Stalin and his cligoe,

Unlike the Communist Party
which up wnti]l the spring of 1537
favored the A, F. L.  over the
Co L O, only 1o swing overnight
to the other extreme, the Soclalist

Workers Parly has no fetishism |

For' elther set of Initials.
Mistalies of the C. L 0O,

The C I. ©. has accomplished

new pAarty on a revolutionary
basis,

Into the Mass Movoment

The first stage of the develop-
ment of our movement had pre-
pared us for the second and be-
Ean to give way to ik, The energy
of our cadres was turned oul-
ward, toward o bigger movement
and a wider influence. Our repre-
gentatives began to appear at
conferefices of trade uwnions and
unemployed organizations. In the
great Minneapolis strikes “Trots-
hyiam™ revealed itself, in ihe
most  dramalic fashion, as npo
bookman's dogma bul a guide to
the most militant and most ef-
fective nction. On the feld of po-
liticwl organlzatlon the “seclari-
an” Trolskylies displayved an ink
tlative anmd fexibility which soen
placed them in the very center of
all politieal developments of a
revolutionary trend.

A Turion was quickly effecied
with the American Workers Par-
Ly (formerly CPLAD. Wilhin a
year and one-hall the Warkers
Party, which resulted from ihiz
frultful fuslon, joined the Social-
izt Parly en Bloe in order to as-
tablish closor contact with the de-
valoping left wing, espocially the
youlh, snd provide the most fa.
vorsble organizational conditions
for C(usion. This fusion of the
revolutionary  forees within  the
5 P. and the Y.P.EL wng alsp
quickly realized. When the ex.
pulsion campaign of the terrified
party bureaucrats brought things
to a split, the unlon of the revoly-
tionary forces in the new Social-
st Workers Parly followed s a
maller of course.,

The Ameprican section of the
Fourth Inlernational emerged
from this serles of fexiblea and
daring “mancuvers” an the figld
of organization with a multiplied
numerical atrength and  supoerb
movale, In addition, by gaining
the overwhelming majority in the
Young People’s Socialist League,
it had established for the Arst
time the basis for a broad youth
FROVEEEL,

Turns and Sectarians

Such shurp mod drastic turns,
never before seen or even heard
of in the histoery of the American
movement, brought good resuits
every time as we have seen. Byt
they could be earrled through
only by Bolsheviks who are sure
of themselves and their progran,
who disregarded organizational
felishismi, and who recognized
the necessity, in a fermenting
situation wherein the vevolution-
ary forces wers not el iully

crystallized, to subordinete organ-

fzational forms fo politicsl aims,
Without these turns in the sphere
of organization we would have

been left on the sidelines. Thel
unificatlon of the wrevolutlonary |

forcea of different origing — ihe
prevedquisite for ‘the great ad-
vanees which le just snhead of
us—would have been impossible.
The Bialinistz were right in pro-
testing every tHme we gave up
our formal “independence™ in or-
der to incrensé our reml strength
ang influenece,

These Lurns were not efected
wilthout inlernal disturbamces aecd
conflicts. We had not chosen isg-
lation, It had bBeen Impoesed upon
us as the price of holding Armly
to principle in & time of reaction.
As ks always the case with small
and apparently “new” mowve-
ments, we also had altracted a
“lunatic [ringe” which, when lhe
time came forr sharp turns and
expandoed action, had to be shak-
en off, The flght with the secta-
rians bad to be fought out to the
el El:u:lnriu.l:l.lum, mgp maller how
“radical” s formulas and ils
phrastolegy is at botlom nothing
more than a subsiilution of dis-
ordered petly-bourgeois emotions
for the lactics imposed upon pev-
olulipnisis by the real conditions
of the class struggle. We can re-
cald the progress of the past fow
yvears only because we overcame
pectarianiam in g rethless sirug-
gle and expelled the ingorrigible
seetarions from our ranks. With-
oul that not.one stop forward
would have boen  poasible,

Our “Hivals"

With the fuslon of the old
“Trotzkyista” and the left-wing
Bocialists and the launching of
the Bocialist Workers Party we
have manifesily ontered into a
new stage in the progressive de-
velopfment of American Belshe-
vism, Rival crganizations making
an appeal to antl-Stalinist woerk-
ors have more or less clearved
from the road. Thus one great
element of eonfusion has been
eliminated,

The Svcimlisd BParly., which
stend as an insuperable barrier
three yoars ago is o pitiful heap
of ruins, disregarded and de.
splged, By the mass expulsion of
the left wing the.two-by-four bu-

reacrats of MNorman  Thomas'
private  family only prepared
their own polilical demize, The

Lovestoneite organization, which
makes big pretensions, is in re-
wlity nothing more than an un-
fortunete hybrld: & sect without
the saving mevit of serious prin-
clples and a “moess movement”
gadly weak in membership, na.
tional scope and press. As for the

 haag  even

e

of our own comrades—ls the
manner in which the A, ¥ L,
has not enly withstood the of-
fects of the depresslon and the
competition of the C. I. ., but
mannged to gain o
millon new members.  The A,
F. L, having an expevienced or-
ganizing staff and great sums of
money ot its disposal, was betier
able than the C. I O. to take
advantage of the ground-swell of
organization which swepl acroas

soctarians who challenge us from
the “left,” they only succced in
comblning wan  ineroase in  the
number of their organizations
with a decrease in Chelr total
membership,

The Soecinliat Workers Partly,
having become the single wallying
center of the revolullonmry wark-
crg, ean regard the preliminary
task of reassembling the acat-
tered forges of the vanguard as
completed. It has no heed of ne-
gotiations or maneuvers with the
various  pasude-radieal  groups
which offer no real competition,
Our approach to the American
Workers party and the left wing
of the 5P, was a necessily. A
Similar appreach to Bny or all of
the sterile cligues mentloned
nhove would he an absurdity, The
American sgetion of (he Fourth
International is the only revolu-
tionnry party, As & complete in-
dependent and self-sufficlent or.
gunizativn of the wvanguard, it
can and must now concentrate ils
full energy on a direet spproach
o the workers' mass movemenl,

The Party He-Arms

The recenlt monthe have been
devoted—along with dafly work—
to  imternationnl adjustment for
this pigantlc enterprise. In the
light of the rapidly advancing =o-
cla]l erisis the party hag swocess.
fully cavried through a great
work of reorlentallon and re-
armament in preparation for rev-
olutivnary tasks which the social
crigsis poses before us. In the
course of the party discusslon
seven thick internal  bulletins
have been published and & score
of membership mectings have

wielghed and considered the new |

gltuntion and the new proposals,
Cur parly has a real workers
demoeracy, the lke of whieh has
nevor been geen bhefore, s mem-
Eership collectively goes deeply
into every new question, considers
and discusses it over an ample
poevigd of time, and comes to n
fric  desislon.  Just because of
that the party can be Arm in its
dizscipline and ruthlessly intoler.
ant of anything less than 100 per-
conl lovalty on the part of each
and every individeal memboer.

On the tenth anniversary we
can look back, not withoul pride,
on the eonsistent steuggle which
will indubitably be recorded in
history as the rebirth, tho real
now beginning, of American Baol.
shevism. It enabled us, In collab.-
oration wlth our internationsal
movement, to forge the program
of wvictory and to assemble the
Arst basic cgdres of the prolei.
arian army which will achieve it.

galf when the newly organized
unions faced the ravages of the
depiresszion.

Despite the Greens, the
and Tracys and Frays
bly narvow-minded, selfish, jeal-
ous, diverced from the ranks—
the A. F. L. finds itself, after
threa years of the C I O, with
a membership approaching the|
all-time peak figures of 1919, Tu1
ba sure, the A, F. L., in the nt1ug-
gle to maintain liself, has used
the organizationn]l forms and
even, at times, the militant tao-
ties, which It officially con-
demned in the . I, O. This has
a speclal meaning for us

The AFl. convention recently
ended in Houston was marked by
the Aght which Tobin led against
the execubive couneil for wunifica-
tion of the A. F. Lo and G, I, O,

Walls

Tobln today fnds himself and his ||

Internntional Union in & eoin-)
manding position In the Ameri-
can labor movement. The Broth-
erhood of Teamsters s the:
largest national body in the Fed-;
eration apd hes an almost Ltt1---i
limited field for expansion. With
the strategic position of the
drivers In American Industry, the
LB.T. can play an important role
in unifying the movement.
Thae Hopd Ahesd

On thoe rond ahead, it is nol
imposzible that a third wationel
unlon grouping may arvise, The
history of unlonism in other in-
dustrial countries indicates that
such n formation is nol out of
the guestion. Forees that might
go to make up such & body are

Dbinsky's I. L. G. W. U.; the
Printers; the Teamstiers; the
Bailors: the Autp Workers and

Rubber Workers, ofe.  Should
guch a formidable group arise, it
would have the power o bring
greal pressuve o bear upon the
top leadership of hoth the A
F, L. and C, I €

It is evident ihat unless labor

succoeds in  itsell unifying its
armies, Roosevelt, acting for
Amerlean capltalism, will Enter-

cede 1o bring about unily from
cutside and above, in & way that
can anly have disastrous conse-
quences for the independence of
the trade unions,

The Unemployed

Of the 3500000 workers, al-
most half are today unemployed,
Any trade unfon poliey that does
not provide for these unemployed
will bring din-utl:: to the working
-t'.h.s.'a

The A. F. L. nationally has dia-
regarded the problem.

The C. I. O. under the pressure
of the depression, which hit the
mass Indistiies harder than the
the skilled trades, has after too
much delay tackled the problem
in many localities, On the initia-
tive of progressives, many €. L O,
unione have wnemployed sectlons,
thereby  binding the jobless o
their working brothers. In areas
like Deirolt, these unemployed
pections  have achieved tremen-
dous proportions and have besn
& major factor Inm maintaining
the unlom's hold on the workers

Both boedies or the new united
moavement will have to intervene
much more vigorously on hbehalf
of the unemployed f the jobless
millions are to be saved from
fascism.

Politienl  Actlon .

No sgeoner had the €10, gr-
ganized the great basie industries
when  the new oconomic  episis
poscd problems which the unjons
could not solve, The ¢ L O, was
forced to take steps toward Inde-
pendent  political action of the
working class. These first moves
have beeon Umld and  bureau-
cratic. Newertheless, they repre-
sent  an  advance over  the
Gompers trudition, and it iz the
duty of progressives to encourago

ihis process and to give to the
Erowing MGV ETent a bold
Program,

Historic Hole of 5 W. P
If the Sociallst Workers Party,
the American  section of  the
Fourth International, I8 to rise to
its historic tasks, It must re-

double its work in the union
movement,. The last year has
gseel Uy making greal strides

forward in both the A. P. L. and
C. L O But we are progressing
much too slowly, Time is ghort.
It is truer than ever thal our
mest important fleld in the com-
lt‘:g_’ period will remain the frade
UM movenyent,

No one clelms that our party
has swid the lest word on the
problem of the relationships bot-
ween the revolutionary party and
the trade wunions, or that we
have achieved the final pat for-
mulas which wlll guide uz in all
the twists and turns of an Ameri-
Can unipn movement that iz be-
coming increasingly complex, But
our policies are Bolshevik paol-
icles and represent the aceumu.-
lited experience of decades in the
world uwnion movement,

Armed with these policics, our
cadres can attract all that s
healthy in the movement, can ox-
pand into proletarvian armies that
Wil lead behind them the Amorls
can magges in the revolutionary
onslaught against the eruel
gystem which {8 prepering only
greater misery, and against the

—ineura- | LE0.

impanities of imperialist way,

THE EARLY DAYS

THE "DOCUMENT™

There ave very [ow examplea of
the power and influence that can
he sxerted om the movement by
foresful fdeas than the “docu-
rment,” as we called it Len years
I refer to comiide Trotsky's
criticiam of the draft program of
the Communist Intornational

———— e ——————

MAX SHACHTMAN
Editor, Yocialist Appeal

written by Stalln and Bukharin
for the Sixth Congress in Moscow
in the summer of 19535,

In this eountry we had only a
very faint dea of the fundamen-
tal lasues involved in the struggle
of the Trotaskyist Opposition
agalnst the ruling cligue In the
Fuzginn party and the Comintern
— and that ldea Was a4 very care-
fully distoited and misrepresent-
ed one. Ovorwhelmingly preccew-
picd by what we (hought were
ithe all-dmportent lssucs in the
factional (ight that raged noes-
sanliy in the Amerigan Commu-
nisl Party, the comredes of what
waus then generally ealled the
Cannon group pald very litkle at-
tention to the truly world-shaking
problems that were being debated
in the Soviet Union,

Our gne consolation was that
wit woere always seomowhal uneasy
about the savage fury with which
the organizer of the October Rev-
olution and his comrades were
asaailed and the exireme meRss
ures that were taken against
them; as a reenlt, we allowed the
Lovestoneites and Fosterites, es-
pecially the former, to distinguish
themaelves In (he nolsriouns cam-
paign of Trotsky-baiting, and we
confined ourselves to a passive
fcceptance of
done without jolning in, either in
writing or in speeches, with the
attacks uppn our Russian come-
rados,

How It Came

Oy general dissalisfaction
with the “Amerlcan decislons” of
the Comintern, which were, to
us, &80 utterly and perversely
wrong and “incomprehensible”
formed the background for the
altendance of owr delegale, com-
rade Cannon, at the Bixth Con-
gress. It was there that Trotsky's
masteriul eriticism of the Stalin-
Bukharin program, written in his
Alma-Ate exile, was cavefully eir-
culisted among pleked delegntes -
members of the program commis-
sion and heads of the delegations.
There 12 no daibt of the tremend.
ous effect which the “document”
had on all the delegaics, Bul only
Cannon, and Maurice Spector
who was delegated from the Can-
adian. party, decided to make the
convictiong which the unassail-
able logle of the eviticism avoused
in them, the basiz for their fu-
ture revolutionary activity, They
decided to bring the "decument”
back to Amerien and use it as the
basiz for organizing the struggle
at home in solidarvity with the
Russian Bolshevik Opposition.

ta America

Move easily said then done. Tor
not only was each copy num-
biered, but the sirictest instrue.
tiong had been issued for- the re-
turn of all copies to the Comin-
tern Secrétariat,. What an  elo-
quent eommentary on the state of
affairs in the Comintern us carly
s 1928 thal responsible  dele-
gates lo s Congress decided to
steal and smuggle out of the
couRtry e of the most precioua
documents of Marxian U(howght!
They found it necessary bo pur-
lein a document which, from any
point  of wview, was rightfully
theirs, and which ey had & duty
bo sommunleate to those rovolu-
tionists In their own party (not to
say all parties) who had dele-
gated them lo Moscow.

It was throtgh ithese two com-
rudes, abded by an old Bglahovik
militant then resident in Moscow,
that the first copy of Trolsky's
magnifleent critique was brought

out af Russia and mado available |

i the wanguard revolutionists
who lald the flrsi solid slones in
thiz copnley of (he meovement
now unied in the Fourth Inter-
nalional.

Apart from our general back-
Eround in the principles of com-
munigm, and ouwr repugnence for
bureaucratism, chicanery and O
portunism which we had up to
then consldered to be mainly a
phenomenon of 1he American
party, we bhad nothing to start

what- was bheling |

SHACHTMAN

with save the “document.” But
it proved to be more than enough.

The First Hepetion

1 was the first or sccond éom-
rade in this eountty to have it
presentad to me to rend—out of A
hidden cornar in one of CAnNon's
cupboards at home!—and I shall
always remember the excilement
with which I read it through for
the first time, and then a second
nnd third time, and the stunning

effect with which all my precon-
eaptions and prejudices weré ex-

ploded out of my mind. And the
shame I felt to think that in the
five years of the dispute this was
the only important writing of
Trotsky that I had read. How
frightfully provincial we had

had been victimized into ignor-
ance, into going with the official
ling, by the Kremlin machine
which was to accenibuatle it
course Iln the years to come Lo
the point of unprecedented mMon-
strosity—a point which we simply
{eould not conecive of Len years
Ao,

I cannot think of any single
doeyment fthat served it purposs
hetter. Marty Abern, Jim Cannon

Committoe—
and our firet associntes, Roge
Karsner and the late Tom
O'Flaherty, did not need many
disgusslons among ourselves to
decide, after a thorough reading
of the “deocument” to earry on
the fight for our mewly-sequired
convictions regardlezss of the ime.
mediate outcome. OfF the fAnal
outeome we have never had any

doubis,
THE TRIAL

It was o seriouws enough affair,
|a|1 things consldered, but at the
swme time, if ever thete was a
funnicr one, I have not heard of
i The Comintorn delegation had
havdly returned to the TS, and
wi had gearecly begun our pru-
dent  agitation-—--we
gain ns much time aa poessible in
order to reach our friends inside
the party—ihan we Wwore coonh-
Cfronted with charges of conduct-
ing “Trotskyist agitation” in the
parlty, with expulsion awaiting
if we were found guilty. Our trial
lagted for several days befors an
cralarged meeting of the Political
Committes of the party.

The  prosecutor-in-chief  wos
none other than John Pepper, one
of the hangmen of the Hungarian
revolution, aided by (he then see-
retary of the party, Jay Love-
stone, As pnowndays, Enrl Brow-
dor was the prineipal party no-
body, with only this difference,
that ten years ago he had not
vt been appolnied party Fihrer.
Which docsn’t mean that the Fos-
teriles Ware in the feast friendly.
On the contrary, led by Bitteliman
they vied with the Lovestoneites
in driving for our expulsion, It
was al once smusing and réveli-
ing lo watch them, like hounds
on & leagh, waiting to jump in
dhend of Pepper and Lovestope
with a motien for our expulsion,
s0 ng to bg able lo cable Stalin
the news of their zeal in servil-
ity.

the party Central

The Heal Accusers
The stenographic record of the
trial makes good yeading even
now, and some day it cught to be
printed in full as & murderously
telling porteait of our prosceibors

gers, did not vet know too much
about the great disputes; al all
events, we did not know as much
as  we might o should have
knowen. But we already knew a
thousand times as much as oor
oppenents in the Polltesl Com-
mittes, who Hnew nothing but a
few catch-phrases from the of-
ficial filth in the “Inprecorr” We
alrendy Know enough and mora
than encugh to answer the stpmd-
ardized slanders and f[alsehoods
which served as arguments a-
gainst the Opposition and its
vipws,

Some of the questions put to us
were  exceeded In pricelessness
only by some of the charges and
“gvidence” presented agafnst us.
The manager of the parly book-

some literature on China; and, he
added, glving deadly
aevery  waord, “everybody Khows
that China is & Trotskyist ques-
tlon"™!! To read books was bad
enough, but o read books dn
China—"a Trotskyist gubstion”—
wis pretty damning,

The Grest Heresy

ihgse:  which
diplegue betwoen Lovestone and
Elis Zulkkanen, hepd of & group
of I'innish party members who
| were tricd for heresy after us:

"LOVESTONE: You ars pro-
pared to help the party to ﬂiht
ngainst Cannon? .

"HULHIEAJ\L-N. I fave ffp *
find out and study what Cans
nor has fo say, What program
he has and what Information
he haas.

efficially informed that Can-
nen, Abern and  Shachtman
were expolled from the party.
Do you, ns 8 party trwmhm’
think that your frst duly Is o

(Continued on page 6)-° |

been all this time; how cruelly we

wanled te

and judges, We defendants, who .
perversely acted more ke aceuw-.

wolght to

Characterisiic of that trial, and
followed, was thi

“TAVESTONE: But ¥ou arg ‘

and I—members or alternates of |
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shop was solemnly ushered in to | A
teatifly that "enly recently” I had
eome in to the shop to ask for
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