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Congress Climaxes

15 Years’ Struggle

Fourth International Emerges From Fight
Against Degeneration in the |
Third International

By MAX SHACHTMAN

Juel as the maln body of the
Communlel International came
out of the Second Ihl.-&'l'!'lﬂ.liﬂﬂ'lﬂ.!,
g0 the roots of the Fourth Intler-
natlonal are to be traced to the
beglnnings of the crisls In Lhe
Third.

Fifteen yeara have elapsed
flnee the movement now umn-J
lzed wunder the banner of the
Fourth International frst took
shape, It arose in the farm of the
Crpposition In the Russinn Come
munist Pariy, variously called the
“Moscow'" or "1823" or “Trotezky-
ist" Oppoaition. Uniting the best
elementa of the Old Guard and
of the youth of the Party, and led
by Leon Trotzky, It was the first
to sound the alarm against the
growlng menace of degenération
in the ruling party and the revo-
lution Iteelf,

Against Bureavcratlasm

Significantly enough, the frst
blows deall the ruling cligue by
the Oppoeltion centered around
“the struggle. agalnst bureaucrat-
ism and for party and proletarian
democracy. These gquestions ware,
however, inssperatiyr-EEsocinted;
in ‘the wviews of the Opposition,
with the questions of the rhythm
of Industriatization of the coun-
try amnd the relationships Lo the
:im':iel peasaniry, gquestions which
were Lo play such an overwhelm-
i_ngl;r declslve part in the further
evolulion of the Boviet Unlon.

The Oppoaitlon was supported
by an unmistakable majority of
the parly and youth members in
Moscow and numercus other lm-
portant centers. But the almighty
apparatus was in the hands of
the notoriows“trinmvirate —>=Zino-
vigv, Kamenev and Stalin. They
progeeded to invent the bogey-
man of “Trotakylam,” to befuddle
the minds of those they cpuld not
intimidate, and by the craszsest
manipulation of the parly ma-
chinery they not only num&dm[
in voting down the Oppoaition ]
but in accelerating the trend to-!
wards bureaucratie degencration,

Rallied to the Opposition

It 1s Interesting to note that
from the wvery beginning, many
of the most =olid and ablest
elementa In the Communist In-
ternatlonal took a posiiion elther
outrightly in faver of the Trots-
kyist Oppoaition or concilintory
to It The leadership of the Polish
parly protested vwigorously a-|
gainst the disloyal and dizhonest
assaulte againat the Opposition:
it was anawered—the reply soon
became standardized!—by having
ity leadership wrbitraclly  re-
mowved, its leader Domeky called
to Moacow from which, wyears
later, he was exlled, then imprls-
oned and, according to more re-
cent reports, shot.

The founders and cutstanding
lepders of the French parily took
the position of tha Trotskyista,
and such fAgures as Rosmer, Lo-|
tlot, Bouvarine, Louzon, Dunols,
Menatte, Chambelland, and a-
mong the younger alementis, Tho.
rez  (yes, the present Thorez!)
ranged themsslves alongside the
Oppoaltion, with early expulsion
from the Comintern asz thelr re-
ward,

The German party leadership
of the time—Brandler-Thalheim-
er—only “disscelated” itsell from
the Russian Opposition under the
moal severs pressure and threats

of retalimtlon. Tha lesderaship of
the Iialian party, headed by Bor

diga, also solidarized [tself sub-

'stantlally with the Russlan Op-

poaitlon, and met the usual fate
#t the hands of the Kremlin ma-
chine, Virtunlly the eniire party
leaderahip in Belglum was arhit-

rarlly ouated for the same reason. |

The same cccurred in varying de-
grees In all the parties of the
International.

Subsaguent Struggles

In the course of the Inner
struggle which followed ‘in  the
Internatlonal, centering mainly
around the guestion of the cap-
Itulation of the Stalinlsiz to the
Britizh labor BEureaucraey, cul-
minkting In the finseo of the 18526
Genern] Strike ond the notorious
Anglo-Fussian Trade Unlon 1J-
nity Committee; of the Chiness
Revelutlon, in which Sialin re.
duced the communist, the work-
ing clazs and peasant move-
ments Lo 80 many serfs of the
perfidious  national bourgeoclaie;
af the domestie polley of the
Hovlet Unlon, which brought the
country to the brink of coatas-
trophe by favoring the well-to-do
kulgk and the labos H.:[Iatu-l::rl.l B3
pgainat oa-+potioy, advocated by
the Cpposition, of & broad Indus-
trializatlon plan and the ecollest.
ivization of agrlealiure; and
above all, of the generallzed (he-
areticn] expression of Stalinist re-
aetlon contained In its national-
Istic concept of “soclaliam In a
gingle  country"—ihe original
Mogscow Oppoaltion gained e
support In & second laver of ad-
versaries of Sialin,

Led by Zinoviev, Kamenewv,
Krupakoye and other former op-
poenents of an alleged “Trolsky-
ism," the Leningrad party organ-
lzatlon jolned with the Moscow
revolutlonlstes te form, in 1006
1927, the United Oppositlon Bloe.
It was crushed even more anv-
ugEI}- by the Stalin-Bukharln bloc
than the 1823 Opposition had
been. But not before significant
internutionel repercussiona were
heard. A whole sectlon of the
Comintern leadership which had
bacn forced inte power by Zin-
ovigvisi appolntment, broke away
from the GStalinizts and came
cloaer to the Opposition,

Other Breaks

| Btaliniamn and we never

Ten Years

S —— e ——

of the Flght To Build

A RevolutionaryPartyintheUS

By JAMES P. CANNON

The foundatlon congress of the
Fourth International colneided,
within the span of a few wesHs,
with the tenth anniversary of
our struggle for bolshevism In the
United States. On October 2T, 1028
we raklsed the banner of the Rus-
sian Opposition (the Rolshevik-
Laninlasta) In the Ceniral Com.
mittee of the Tommunist Party.
Therewith we broke all ties with
o
looked back. These evenis — the
formalion of the Amerlcan “Left

These included the new Ger-| Opposition” and the World Cone.

man beadership of Maslow-Fiach-
er-Urbans-Scholem; the French
party lemdoership of Treint-Gi-
rault; the Meurath-Michalee
group In  Czechoslovakia: the
Frey group in Ausirla. In the
course of the next few yenrs, new
foreea developed in the direc-
tion of the QOpposition—Nin, An-
drade and others in Spain, Chen

Tu-hain In China, the Italian
party leaders Ferocl, Blasco and
Bantinl, Spector and MacDonald

in Caneda, Diego Rivera in Mex-
leg, Juan Antonio Mella in Cuba,
Aborn, Cannon and Shachtman
in the United States and similar
groups of active and leading mil-

| ilants, many of them founders of

the International, In other lands,

Almoat everywhere, thelr places
werg  taken by unknown up-
alarta, young d{and ald) scervile
bureauerals, prople without ideas
or character or principle, who
were appointed today and as like
s not demoted tomorrow as
seapegoata  for Stalin's cata-
girophic policies,

Froceas of Selectlon

Mot all | those who associated
thamselves at one time or anoth-
(Contlnued on page 3)

gress - mark two stepa  in
one and the same uninterrupted
struggla on an internationnl as
well as oo & national scale. Their
juint celebration in this izsue of
our paper ls appropriate.

Cur participation in tha world
congressa which signaliged the
formal organization of the Fourth
International was the logical out-
come of our consistent adherence
to the program we adopled s our
own ton years ago. We have con-
tributed something to the organi-
zation of the world movemnent.
The Fourth International, In turn,

for further advances toward tho
American revolution.

Ten Years Btrong

prepared
the future and we fade It with
confldence. We have gained alepd-
ily, If all teo slowly, from year
to wear.
ten years age remalns unchanged.
The lendershlp, with important
Iindividual acéretions and no sig-
nificant defectiona, has main-

talned a ten-yvear continulty. We
| never suffersd & alngle serlous

now givea us a mighty Impulse i

We are profoundly convinced .
that our ten years' struggle has|,
us for great Lhings in|!

The baslc program of

aplit; disruptive and unassimil-
able elements, who periodically
threatened our unity, were [so-
lated and erushed every time, Be-
glnning as the tniest and poor.
eal and most derlded of all the
rudigal labor grouplngs uul-uidc_"
the camp of Stalinism, we have
cutatripped them all. By timely
and successful fusions with all
the genulnely revolutlonary
groupings and by shouldering the
prefenders nside, wo have gainoed
the central position in the roadien)
labor fAeld.

Cutside the Sinlinlst Parly,
which has been completely (rans-
formed Into a oynleal agency of
imperiallsm in the labor move-
ment, thera areée no cadres, no
press, that can be compared Lo
ourg. Thia = mnot boasting-—we
have never begen braggarts, never

pretended to be more than we
are—but & plain statement of
fact, which we can permit our-
selves on this glorlous tenth an-
niversary, Our parly, al the end
of the ten yenrs' Aght, has come
to  repréesent the revolutlonary
palitlcal movement In the United
| Blates and o be aynonymous
with 1. We are not yet a mass
pariy but we will become such.
The feundations have besn laid
decp and strong.

Rovolutlonary Healliles

In looking back through the
ton-vear period, which has bean
sp rieh In gxperience, we can
enaily distinguish three distinet
stages in the developmaent of our
movernent as the authentle aue-
cessor of the once-revolutlonary

{Continued on poga 4)

The Pioneer Contingent

WORLD CONGRESS FOUNDS
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

and [JI'E‘E'EE!

NINE COUNTRIES

REPRESENTED AT
YOUTH CONGRESS

Dsle-gt:ﬂes Gcrﬂler
Despite Many
Obstacles

By NATHAN GOULD

In September 1838 the historic
World Congress in Switzerland
launched the Fourth International
{(Waorld Party of the Sociallat Fe-
volution). One week later fFouth
representatbves from twe contl-
nents gathered In the same clty
and eonvened the World Youth
Confersnce of the Fourth Inter-
natlonal.
Thie conference culminated fwo
months of intense preliminary
work. Eight apecial eommissions
Inbored durlng theze twos months
in the examinetion of fools re-
garding the situatlon of the
world youth, Investigated records,
toured the mnational youth aec-
tlons In Europe, drafied political
documents and resoluilons, Dill-
genily, the commisslons and the
congress worked to meet the re-
quirementa of a great historical
responsibllity — to  mobilize the
youth of the world behind the
Fourth International in the strug-
gle for the Boclallst emancipation
of mankind.

15 Delogatea Attend
Nineteen delegatos;, from our
gactions In Poland, Austria, Bel-
glum, England, France, Holland,
and the U. 8 A participated. In
additlon, delegates from Itely, the
U. 8 A and Greece were present

Martin Abermn, James P. Cannon, and Max Shachiman, plonesrs in
the Comnunist movement ln the United States who were the first,
ten years ago, to rulss the banner of revoll agalnst the degeners-
tlon of the Communlst Internstionnl and whoe today stand In the

front ranks of the Fourth International.

| s représentativea of the Inter-
| patlonal

Bureau of the Fourth
Internatlonal. Meeting at the

! helght of the European war orlsls

accompanied as It was by & rising
wave of natlonalism in the coun-
trles of Europe, and by blatant
gocinl-pairiotic wtterancezs by all
Communist and Soclal-Democrat-
ig parties, the vary ropresentation

ijat the conference tself symbaol-

fzed the Internationallsm of a
movement of world revolutlon.
That both conferences (mdult
and wouth) wers held despite
countless obstacles—hounded by
(Contlnued on pago 8)

New International Created in Midst of European War
Crisis Gives Voice to Revolutionary
Clppnslhun to Impanuhst War

YOUTH INTERNATIONAL FORMED

The Fourth International has been founded.

Meeting in the midst of the threatening war crisis in Europe, 30 delegates f
eleven countries proclaimed the new World Party of the Socialist Revolution,
Youth International was si

The delegates represented organizations in the United States, France, Great B:u‘t
ain, Germany, the Soviet Umun Italy, Latin America, Poland, Belgium, Hullami’

ﬂdverSE hrmrs were ﬂrganlzam::ns aﬂillated to the Fourth ]ntctnatmnal in Spﬁfﬁ
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Indo-China, China, French Morccco,
Africa, Canada, a numher of Latin American countries, Australia, New Iﬂllaml,_
Denmark, Norway, Lithuania, Palestine, Rumania, and several other countries. ThEEQ.a
organizations had already signified in advance their adherence to the new banner.

The world congress that raised the new internationalist banner et in stri
illegality “somewhere in Switzerland” on SLPmmher %
dlﬂ:'lcult conditions engendered by the war crisis, uhservers elected to the Cﬂngrﬂﬂ"
?I:l].r the Workers and Peasants Socialist Party of France and

lraneously created.

the Union of South

1938, Because of the Extrmi} e

the P.O.UM. of Spain were unable to attend the a
sessions of the Congress. A special commission, met lit&l‘
'F'l-"lth I'E'PI.'ESEII[E[I"-'ES nf l.'h-l.‘: fﬂt’ﬂlﬂ'f ﬂl’gﬂnllﬂ.tlﬂﬂ

'-:.

No conference of revolationists ever met, under cir-
cumstances more tense and ominous or faced tasks of
such supreme historical gravity than did this one,

More than five years have passed since the nucleus at
work for the reconstruction of the revolutionary Interna:
tional drew up a courageous balance sheet of the hum:;!-:l- :

ating defeat of the German proletariat which broughe in
s train so many other murderous blows against the working -th:-'.,'.i
of the world, and of Europe in particular,

Following the wretched capitulation to fascism of the only pﬂt]?
in Germany which laid official claims to the traditions of the Russliu’-
Revolution—the Communist Party—and the cynically wholehearted, _
endorsement of this capitulation by the entire Stalinist International}
the Bolshevik-Leninists of that time, organized as the International’
Left Opposition, boldly proclaimed the need of organizing a newy:
Fourth International, true heir and continuator of the great tmﬁll;ii'ﬂ

of the Inttma!mna]s that had preceded it and implacable foe aT'ﬂ:Léﬁ‘ <
official traducers of the working-class movement, s

Joined in 1933 in the famous Pact of Four for the pew Inters .4

natiohal by the Sooanst Workers 1-"1”:,I of G-erma,n].n and l_h#
Independent Boclallst Party and
Revolutionary Soclalist Party of | exposure of what still goes by
Holland, the REolshevik-Leninistsz,|the name of the Second “Intipes
the Internatlonal Communist| national” Coufronted by thes
League gathering strength and|danger of a new world Imperk 5
influence In one country afler|alist holocaust, the leaders of the 3§
another, alone and consistently] biggest remalning section of that %5
remalined loyal to the principles "Tnternational.” the Britieh Lﬂl}ﬂl' "1.-

and promise ehunciated In 1.th Party, found nothing more appros
Pact,

priate to do than to shrlek at the

The best clements in the van- :an {?: g::it: :ﬂﬁ;’ I";'rlr' ;p-uudlnt
guard of the groups that had| © RES PACilEILS: TENE
broken from the corrupt and in-

armamonts program.
corrigible Third International, as
well as  the determined and
aerious clements from various een-
trist groups and even aections of
the Second Internationnl], rallied
ty the movomoent for the Fourth
Internationsel, despite the histor-
leally unprecedented hallstorm of
abuza, misrepresentation. calum-
ny and persecution to which It
was subjeeted on all sides by s
offiela]l adversacies.

The five yeara of unintermit-
tent struggle for the ldens of the
Fourth International enabled the
movement representing these de-
as to gather at its founding con-
forence without having te face
any serious elaimant to the name
or position of leadership of the
revolutisnary internationalist
maovement.

Our conference met at & mo-

Almost simultaneous with w'r
aszembly, Sir Walter Clirine gl'd.:
mssocintes mat with the leaders af' -
the French Boclal Democracys ﬂ’ 2
discuss the war crisis. Like tII'I!-'I'l ¢
imperialist masters, they nevir 8
bothered to consult the represen- X
tatives of thelir Czech “alster)
parties, to say nothing of their
German and  Austrian  “ogin-o
rades” As for the Labor and °
Socialist International Itself, its
Executlve mnever met durl
erisis, or If it did, it ™ u{*ﬁ' Jet
itself be heard from by 80 mjl.mh
ns a syllable or n whisper, Jﬂ
the gravest moments of the efl-
gis, in other words, the Secord
International did not even pras
lend to counsel, much less to.
lond, the labor movement of 't.]::tl!"-\JI &
veorkd, =

Juat as signifeantly lmm ‘I"l.l =

ment of the most rovolting self- (Contlnued on page 3) .
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Trotsky Will Spea
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by electrical transcription to our GRHHIJ CELEBRATION MASS MEETING, heralding th
foundation of the Fourth International and the Tenth Anniversary of our struggle for a reve
lutionary workers party in this country. Hear JAMES P, CANNON, MAX SHAGW
JAMES BURNHAM, ANTOINETTE KONIKOW, and others, at the Center Hotel, 108 W
43rd Street, New York City, Friday, October 28, 1938, at 8 P. M.
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