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Only the Workers of the World Can Defend fbe USSR_,
Socialist Appeal
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The "democratic” and Fascist frowers of Enrope bave
striuck a mew bargain which, if it is carried out, will lead
.:ﬁreﬂﬂ_y lo war .r.r_geimi the Soviet Union,

That is the meaning of what bappened at Munich
fast T;Emrm’d}'-

That is the meaning of the "peace” that came at
the eleventh bour when millions stood mobilizd at all
the frontiers of Europe and the onuthreak of a new im-
perialist war seemed a matter of bours,

That is why foreign correspondents are already
mﬂing the Soviet Union "Enrope's great antsider.”

That is urhr}"f.ﬁf waorkers of the world have to be
mobilized now as never before to ﬁg&! the makers of
war, the bosses in their own counlries.

There can be no more room now for the fakers and
frauds, the Stalinists and the labor skates, who have been
Ieﬂiﬁg the workers for years to it their faith in the
“democratic” nations to fight Fascism. At Munich the
treacherous illusion of "collective security” was buried
once and for all.

What we bave got to drive home now is the real
collective security of the imternational working class—
which lies in uniting the workers of all countries, "demo-
cratic’ and Fascist for the commeon struggle against their
bosses. That is the way we'll get security from war.
That is the way we'll pet security for ourselves, That
is the way we will save the Soviet Union, still the workers'
jﬂlﬁfrfaﬂd .-:ifspilf Stalin, from the enenties who are now
planning to crush it in bopes of solving that way
their own insoluble conflicts.

T'his is the real lesson of Munich.

At Munich Chamberlain, Daladier, Mussolini, and
Hitler came Iaagemﬂ in recognition of the fact that
nothing could be more fatal to all of them than the
outbreak of an inler-imperialist war which none of
their regimes would survive, After 72 hours in which
it seemed ihat dESPI'IE' this fact war among them had
become mmevitable, there was a swift and spem:rﬂfnr
r.ﬁﬂﬂgé' in the situalion.

All the concrete factors in that change will only
come fo HE'J!J'I in the next few months, One thing is sure.
:‘iﬂglﬂ-Frﬂﬂ:h imperialism made stweeping fmmis'e; to
Mussolini and Hitler which involve a com prete realign-
ment of the balance of frower in Europe. The C:e:ia-
slavak issue was the least important of all. The' dismem-
berment of that country bad already been agreed 1 pon.
The ease with which the _ﬂ.fm.r.'r to carve up the country
created by the Viersailles victors were arranged at Munich
makes this perfectly plain. The stake was not Cxechoslo-
vakia, The stake was the domination of Ceniral Europe
and in all probability a re-division of the colonies of the
world.

Britain and France bad erfryfb.iﬂg to lose in an
immediate war, Especially since neither power considers
itself prepared militarily to join the issue on the baitle-
field aned in the air. To postpene a showdown and to
provide a &reah&s"ug space in which they can perhaps
realize the cherished dream of an anti-Soviet bloc the
were willing to pay a beavy price. And that price they
Paid at Munich and in the secrei dff.rfmum‘.r'c Pﬁrfe_ﬂ that
‘went on before Munich and are going on even now.

What is the Soviet Union gafug te do now? Stalin
and his luréf:.fs in the Communist Parties bave been
filling the beads of the workers everywbhere with the no-
tion that the "democratic” nations are the Sir Galabads
‘:’Pﬂ” whom the workers conld deprend to kill the Fascist

ragon. Now the Galabads are all lined up with the
dragons. The Izvestia correspondent at Geneva snd-
den ¥ was permitted to say that "the social and political
class regime is essentially the same in both the aggressor
and rﬂpim.!'.::.!iﬂg countries,” The other Soviet papers are
silent. They dow't know what to say any more and ap-
parently ihe Kremlin does not know yel just how to
proceed from the pfrﬂ'ﬂm point it has now reached.

The Daily Worker turned somersanlts every 24
hours during the fluctuating hours when war or peace
seemed wuncertain. The New York Times reported from
Paris that the Stalinists seemed to fear the war wonld not
come, and bad constituted themselves the prrincipal war
party in the nation. Now that particular war is off, for
the moment anyway. Where do the Stalinists po from
bere?

That is what they will bave lo be asking themselves
while the workers will be learnin g to abandon the parties
that bave proved themselves in these past few weeks to
be the most rabid war-mon erning organizations in the
world and whose paﬁcfes, € .ufmfug ta secure the defense
of the Soviet Union, bave only resulied in J'mfwriﬂiug the
Soviet Union's very existence,

The Munich agreement may nol stand a week, It
may fall down on the very first attempt to apply it. It

"PACT MENACES RUSSIA

may crack 1 Later when the time comes 1o conclude deals
on far greater issues than that of Crechoslovakia. Then
once again the attempt will be made by the boss politi-
cians in France, Britain, and in the United Stales, to
whip wp the war fervor for "defense of democracy” and
for “collective security” just as they were doing in those
72 howurs last week when war meme?m near.

The theme song "war for democracy” can just as
e‘micﬂj agm:ﬂ rep.fdce the theme song “sacrifice for
peace.” We saw this week how qﬂi:kf_y, bow ¢ nfmﬂj
the “democratic" statesmen were able to jugple these
fwa allernatives around to suil the diplgmaﬁ'r fxigmfie.r
of the swiftly changing situation. We jrropose noi to
dance to either tune or to any tune played by the bosses,

Munich should open all our eyes to the cﬁfﬁp dermi-
apgogy of the "democratic” powers and to their readiness
to reach complete unity with their Fascist fellow-im peri-
alists to any extent required by their pwn vital interests,

The guestion of an inter-imperialist war, or a war o
the fmper.r'ﬂii":i‘.s against the Sovielt Union still remains
m.ipﬁﬂdfd on a sword's edge. For the workers of the
world in either case there can be but one course.

Only the working class, completely independent of
its capitalist gpovernments and in struggle AGAINST
those gpovernments, can defend the Soviet Union.

Only the workers themselves will be able to create
a real, durable pact by uniting their forces, across race
and national boundaries, and joining their strength to
establish the Socialist United States nfEmnpe and of the
Warld,
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“0n' the Eve of War

What Became of Democeraey

We have predicted on innumerable occasions that the war for
“democracy” would put a speedy end to democracy in the very

countries where democracy was to have been protected. Within
the past week this prediction has been confirmed to the hilt. In every

Socialist Solution Is Only One
For Czech National Minorities

{From “Bamnner,” Organ of the

Fourth Internationalisits

WE STAND WITH DEBS

"democratic nation the mere threat of war was sufficient pretext

Lo l;ram.':-h: an all civil liberties and workers rights.

The civil libertles of the peoplag————— - ——

of Franee, England, Crechoslo-
vakin and the other “domocracies™
all but disappeared as these na-
tions went on & war footing last
weel.

In Czechoslovakia . . .

The Czechoslovak Republie, for
which the masses were called
upon Lo shed their bloed, became
a milltary dictatorship overnight.
If the change wias not sudden, it
weas only duee to the long record
of systematie suppression of dem-
oceratic rights by the Czech cab-
Inets that proceded it

General Syrovy, (slrong moan of
the military eubinet, rose to prom-
inence as the Commander-in-chiel

of the White Guard armics in
Siberda in 1918 during the Allied
imperiallst interventlon against
tho Rusatan Revolution, His
Czech Legion carned the hoatred
of the international working cliss
for thelr brutal executlons of Bol-
showiks.

The ©Czech Fascist movemont
has often put forward the name
of Syrovy as thelr candidate for
the post of dictator. The Czech
Fasclat Purty halled his elovation
to the post of premier and
pledged iheir wholeheartad sup-

porl, L

The Syrovy cabinet undertook
to complete ihe mobllization of
the nation In defense of “dermoc-
racy” by wiping out the last vest-
iges of civil liberties, It Dmamecdi-
ately passed o pross censorahip
decree¢ that gave the army coh-
trol over the editorial content of
newspapers. Newspaper defying
the censorship were threatencd
with Immediale suppressicn,

This decree followed an earlier
one by the Hodza cabinet which is
summed up by the New York
Times correspondent as follows:

In France...

The French capilalist govern-
ment lkewlae propared ftaelf to
defend "democracy” by trampling
upon the rights of the people. As
long ago as last July, the govern-
ment suppressed an lasue of “Rey-
oluliomn,™ OrEaL of the Hew-
glutionary Soclalist Youth, afrhil-
wie of the Fourth International.
An article nttacking the King of
England upon the oecasion of his
vigit to Parie was given ag the
eS0T,

The steike of the Marsellles
longshoremen was broken by
placing the harbor under milli-
wry econfrol and threatening
stribkers with court martlal. Not
trustlng the French conscripls
to inforce this decres, the gov-
ernment moved reglments  of
African colonial troops Lo Lthe
Riene.

The strike of the construction
workers in Paris was broken by
threatening similer metion,

In erder to prevent wny anti-

war demonstrations, tha French
govarmment  bomned ol public
mecetings on internstional gques
tions, Al newsreels dealing with
the, Crechoslovakian. gquestion
were ordersd suppressed, The
pntl-war film, “Grand Hiwslon®™ ,
wias, quietly. removed | from
French movies becapse of lts
wecies  showing  German  and
French soldlers fraternizing. A
“iswrch of Time” edition showlng
Czechoslovakia, as, “the. last
center of democracy In Centryl
“Europe” was also suppressed.

Froneh police raided the Rennes

headguarters of the Birelz Atao
({Brittany Forewver), the party of
the Breton Autonomisis, and con-
filsembed posters that resd. ""We
will not war for Czechs agninst

#Zacurity of person was abol-
lshed, meaning that persons are
pubject to wsrrest without war-
rants snd can be held without

our will."”

The Ereton Autonomists con-
tend that they nre still a Gallle
people rather than Freneh and

charge. demend minority rights within
the French Republic.
Waw reafruints were ploced = . P
on the press.

Read the .

SOCIALIST
APPEAL

“Letters may bo opened by
government representatives.

"Homes may ba searched and
the right of free assembly was
mitapended.”

Sudeien Bolshevik-Leninlsia)

If according to the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia socinl pn-
trictlam iz mecessary for prolet-
arint, it must also be permissible
for the German proletariat, If the
proletaviat of the “democracies”
thirows s internationalisnty over-
bousrd  and  concludes elvil peace,
and defends imperalist interests
im unity with the bourgeoisie, the
consequences will necessnrily be
that the German proleturciat wlll,
more certainly, lne up behind
Hitler. Only If the working class
of the democracies continues the
Irreconcllable class struggle
against its own bourgeoclsie even
durlng war, if It perslats in polit-
ical oppositlon to ita government,
overthrow them, establighes the
dictatorship of the preletariat,
thua tranaforming the Imperiallst
winr inlo a revolutionary war, only
ithen will the German proletarlat
antier the more easily and rapldly
en o the path of proletarlan rev.
alution,

How They Explain

Thore aré nany comrodes, 8-
pecially in the rank of the Social
Domocracy, who remained faith-
ful 1o internationaliam until Moy
21 (the first Czech mobllization)
but who were carried away and
confused by the food of soeial pa-
teiotism, Mow they see thelr sal-
vation of the proletariat in a
world conlition of the *deniccra-
cies” ngninst rapacious fasclsm.
Thiz leads them suiomatically in-
to the ranks of the partisans of
the statue qQuo, and to the re-
nounciation of class straggle
agalnst thelr own bourgecisie,
The sociallst struggles In France
il them with a “'concern for
pence."” And the soclalist struggles
in Crechoslovakia would agaln
fill them with “coneern for peace.™

Allles with Bourgeoisies

EBut instend the Zogin]l Demoe-
racy and after the Seventh Con.
gress of the Communist Intecna-
tional alsn the Communist Purly
chose the way of class pence nnd
alliance with the Czech bourgeoi-
sle, Thus the majority of the Su-
deten German  working class
slands today in the camp of Hen-
leing NWaziam. Ile numerous menm-
bers believe that they are Qghting
for natlonal self-determination.

the imperinlist sims of German
financial capital which is not in-
terested in national freedom {look
at the South Tyrol) but . . . (&t
thiz point the article has been cut
by the “democratlc” censors of the
Czechoslovak Republle , . . We
will give the article its 1-ngh:nl
conclusion with an exeerpt from
an artiele in the latest lssue of
“Proletarske MNoviny” which es-
caped the vigilant eye of the po-
llee censos.—Ed.)

In the midet of chauvinist fury,

Firm In Czechoslovakia

We publish artlcles herewlth from the press of the Crecho-
Slovakinn sectlon of the Fourth Internatlonal. Thess excerpls are

{th | f th
But in reality they are a tool of ihe slogan o 2 United Bocialist

taken from the Czech lenguage organ, “Froletarske Noviny™
{{Proletarlan News) and the Sodeten Geroan organ, “"Banner."”

The Fourth Internationallsts of Crecho-Slovakin are of every
nationality composing this polyglot nation. Whereas the Com-
munist Party has become a purely Czech natlonallst party, Czechs,
Slovaks, Sudeten German, Poles, and Jews hold high the banner
of proletarkan internatlonallam. Nelther the persecutions of Benes'
state apparatus nor the vielent pressure of Social Demoecratic and
Stalinist bureaucrpeles could shake them In thelr firon ideas of
revolutionary defeatism,

In the last declsilve months they have been calling unceasingly
to the workers of every tongue: Benes does not defend peace
agalnst & war-thirsty Hliler. He defends the Interest of declinlng
French Imperlallam agalnst the rlalng German lmporlalism, Benes
does mnot defend democracy agalnst fasclsm but the imperlalist
pelvileges of the Czech bouwrgeolsle against the exploited masses
of all natlons in Ceechoslovakls, The role of Benes and Sialln Is
the role of purveyora of defeat for the working class. The defenss
of the demoecrstle rights of labor agalnst fasclsi danger from
within and without, [s possible only through the organs and
misthods of proletarian ¢lass strogile.

And as we seo the declslons of the Munleh confersnes sufficed
ta prove the correctnoss of this polnt of view.

The few hundred “Trotskyites” in Czechoslovakin—their num-
bier I8 defliltely small In comparison with the milllons of social
patriotle supporters of Soclal Democrpcy and Stallnlsm—have
unlted from varlous backgrounds. The origined group was ex-
pelled from the Communist party In 1928 after the Sixth World
Congress, During the last few months they have established o
common organization with former prominent lenders of the
Communist Party whoe had broken with Stalinism, some of them
after the Germuan defeat,, the rest after the ¥lnoviev trlal. The
Sudeten German elements are composed of former leading Come-
munlsts and left Social Democrats, working even now within the
Soclal Demecracy and the Sudoten wres. All these groups have o
comimon basls In thelr Iereconcllible struggle sgalnst socinl patriot-
Ism and the recognition of the necesslty of & new world party of
the proletariat,

Rewding the articles, the resder must Keep in mind that the
revolutionary movement of Czechoslovakin has been a state of
spml-legality for a year and In the last weeks In virtuslly com-
plete legality. From lis very rise the Czech “democracy”™ has
hampered the freedom of the written and spoken word with
strong fetters of & preventlve police and court censorship. There-
fore, the Crech organ, which iz published legally, must spealk a
innguage similar Lo that in Bolshevik legal publications in times
of Cearlst absolutism.

The rigld censoship in the German districts has always com-
pelled our Sudeten comrades to publish thelr papers legally. ..

Working under the greatest financial and technleal dlfficulties
and under the furlous terror of chouvinksm, our Crechoslovakinn
comrades have been ralsing the slogans of the Fourth Interna-
tlonal even during the most trying clreomstances of the war
erigls, (The Ilntest issue of the Czech organ appesred In August
and the German organ In September,)

= = __ . ]

the Fourth Internationalists raise | beginning, at the end thera =il

ke no slogan more praciical than

States of Euwrope, Today skeptica

'will regard this slogan as imprac-

tieal and fantastic. But at the be-
ginnlng of the last World War
the slogans of a handful of Rus-
slan Bolshevlks appeared egually
fantastic. We atand at the ithres-
hold of great historleal events.
The bourgeaisle rushes hendlong,
sengeless and blind, towasrd this
debuecle,

Mobody can foreses the out-
come. But we know this: No mot-

ter how black it may look In the

Sopcialism and the United Socinlist
Statea of Europe and the whole
world,

L] ] Y

(From “Proletarshe Noviny, Or-

gan of the Bolshevik-Leninists in
the Czech-speaking Ares.)

The national guestlon has up-
on varlous occasions played an
unforiunate role In the history of
Central Europe, In 1848 it brought

(Contlnued on page 2)
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"I am nwot a capitalist soldier;
I' am a profeiarian reveluiionis,
I do not belong to the regular

army of the piwtocracy, bwt to

ke trregular armiy of the peaple . |

I am oppoted 1o every war but

awe; I am for that war with beart

and sowl. and that iy the world

wide war of secial revolution.”
Eugene Victor Debs.

US LAWS READY
TO SHATTER ALL
- CIVIL LIBERTIES

Would Be Placed
Under Iron Rule

What will happen to the Ameri-
can worker if the United States
declared war “to make the world
safe for democracy”™?

There are cnough laws on the
statue books today Lo eradicate
evory democratie right that the
workera have been struggling for
years to malntaln, Additfonal leg-
islation will undoubredly place the
government under a virtual dicta-
{orship,

The Commubnications Ack of
18934 permils the government to
shut down any radio station, no
matter what regulations they
have satisfled, if war is declared.
Their equipment and apparatus
can be taken away altogeiher if
the government so desires.

No Free Bpesch

Frecdom of specth and press
will ba abrogated. The govern-
ment can throw anyone who
gpeaks against the war Intoe pels-
on for 20 years under the provl-
slong of a eeditlion act now on the

ook,
All immilgrants who have nol as

i (Continued on page 2)

Roosevelt Moves
Open Path to War

Washington's Intervention Makes the
Record, Helps Speed Up New
Armament Qutlays

In the critlesl events of the past
week leading up to the four-power
settliement at Munich, President
Hoosevelt enacted a role reminds-
cent of YWoodrow Wilson in 1914,
There was, however, one striking
difference Delween Lha,

The intervention of Foosavell in
the present crisis of Europenn ims
perfalism was far more energetic
and comprehensive than Wilson's
amabeurish efforts.

With the characteristic dupli-
city of ecapitallst diplomecy, this
intervention assumed the dual
form of public proclamations, on
the one hand, and concealed
movements, on the other. The
nate which Rocsevelt dlapatehed
late Tuesday Lo Hitler and Benes
and immediately released to the
world press, was obviously aimed
nl world publie opinion and in-
tended for home consumpiion,

A Yelled Threat

This messnge, besceching Flitler
and Bencs to continuwe negotla-
tiona and reminding them of the
defunct Kelleg-Briand pact, was
ostenslbly & plea for peace. Bul
hehind the sanetimonious phrases
lurked a velled threat:

“Tho supreme desire of the
Amaerican people is to live in
proiee. Mut in the ovent of »
general war they face the fact
that no nation can escape semea
measure of the congeguences of
such a world catastrophe’t
Was not the apparenily inne-

cent statement intended (o eon-
vey tha intimation, more openly
expressed in the past few months
by Roosevelt, Hull, Ickes, and
other high sdministration offi-
cials, that in the evenl of war the
United States would align itzelf
with England and French imperl-
allamn ageinat Germany and fits
alliea? The diplomatic purpose of
the President's messages was flrat
to atave off the war, and in case
war exploded, to brand Germany
with the stigma of “aggressor,”

In his veply to Roosovelt's first

peace plea Hitler rudely reminded
this disciple of Wilson that “the
right of self-determination which
had been proglaimd by President
Wilaon as the most important
basis of national life, was simply
denigd to the Sudeten Germans”
Hitler was thuz able to pose as the
upholder of the demoeratic right
of self-determination in the same
fashion that Roosevelt could pose
az a defender of peace.
Behind the Scencs

While this exchange of notes
was being published, more serlous

{ metivities were golng on  behind

tho scenes, In accordanee with the
practices of seerel diplomacy, the
scope and precise nature of these

o '_.l."" s . Mot a2

negotintions remain unknown to

all but the governing eligue. The
public atl large, whose fate is di-
rectly concerned, have yet to be
Informed of these secrel negotin-
tions. The Ml story cannot be
known tntll it is too Iate for the
people 1o intervene on thelr ae-
cotnt.

Tho lifting of the curtain here
and thers has thrown a Iittle light
upon the backstage activities of
the admindstration, It was dis-
cloged, for example, that before
sending his last appeal o Hitler,
Rocaevelt requested South Amerl-
can and European governments,
and even Japan to bring pressure
upon  Germany and Crechoslo-
vakia to como lo an agreement.
He also dispatched a personal ap-
peal to Mussoling te prevall upon
Hitler not to march. The text of
this message remaing secret,

It iz unguestionable that this
organized campalgn on Rooze-
velt's part played o role in the
criziz. Without more information
it is diffieult to determine how
imporiant this note actumlly was.
In any case, Roosevalt rendered
valuable supplementary  diplas
matie aid to Chamberlaln in per-
suading Hitler to apportion Czech-
asglovakin in a “gentlemanly” man-
ner. '

Military Preparations Speeded

The adminisiration did not
limit itzelf to diplomatic procimm-
ations and backstalrs mensuvers.
Facing the prospect of BEuropean
war, the army and navy chiefs
made their own military prepara-
tions, and remewed thelr propa-
goanda for largor appropriations,
Beerctary of the Treasury Mor-

genthnu conferred with the Presi- -

dent on Anancial measures to be
taken in case of conflict,

Equally ominous was the con-
ferenee  between the President
and Bornard Baruch, Wilson's
right-hand man before and during
the last war. While Woodrow Wil-
son, llke Rocsevell, was talking
peace, Baruch under hiz direction
was making private preparations
for war. Baruch's subordinmte,
Genernl Hugh Johnson, woas sag-
signed to draw up plans for the
drnft and for a general mebiliza-
tion of natlonal resources, John-
son recently confesaed that he had
even gone to the extent of print-
ing forms for draft registration
months before America’s entry in-
to the last war, All these actions
were, he admitted, [llegal, dicia-
torial, mnd unknown oven io Con-
ETeRS,

No less significant were the
cordial relations in evidenes be-
twean Roosevell’'s diplomatie sn-
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(Continued on page %)
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