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Czechoslovakia

An Editorial

“dnd

What 15 the I::Iain, blunt truth abowt Crechoslovakia?

Czechoslovakia is one of the monstrous national abortions
produced by the labors of the infamous Versailles Conference.

It wis constructed, in total disregard of the interests of the
wm:-l:l‘:ra and peasants included within its national boundaries, o

~serve the plans and needs of the dominant Allied powers and of
r"
the Czech big bourgeoisie.

France and Greal Britain believed that Czechoslovakia could
serve as a barrier to German rélations with the rich agnicultural
and mineral territories to her west and south, thus preserving
those territories as outlets for surplus French and British capial.

A WEAPON FOR EXPLOITATION

The Czech bourgeoisie saw in the new state a splendid wea-
pon not merelf for the ::xj:lluit.itiu::l of thoir own race, but for
the super-exploitation of the workers and peasants of the various
“minorities” — which together constitute a decisive majority of
the Crechoslovakian population.

Czechoslovakia is not in the least a
colonial” nation.

It is a nation of big capital, with mighty monopolies like
the Bata Shoe l:l;unpnn}', the Skodz Munitions Works and the
huge textile concerns grinding down the workers, and keeping
the masses of the peasantry in poverty and dejection.

It is, moreover, an integral part of the world imperialist
system, wi!_h 4 thouwsand eécononuc and political ties to the great
imperialist powers.

Czechoslovakia's “democracy™ has neéver been more than a
shabby cloak for advanced capitalist exploitation.

WHAT CAN OUR PERSPECTIVE BE?

From the beginning, the only solution for the workers and
peasants of all nationalities and races within Czechoslovakia lay
in firm revolutionary class unity in the light of the perspective

“colopial” or “semu-

-of the European revolution, of the United Socialist States of
Europe.

This remains the sole solution and the sole perspective.
This perspective necessanly entails the firmest revolutionary
opposition to the Czechoslovakian bourgeois state, under any and

all circumstances,

First the Social Democracy, and then the Stalinists, destroyed
the basis for this solution and hed this perspective

They counselled “national unity”, defense of the main ene-
my — the enemy at home — of the workers and peasants, the
Czech l':-nurgtﬂ:iﬁif and its state, under the hfpucr'tl:ical 5lugan of
“defense of democracy.”

This policy was elaborated during these past few years as
the People’s Front. Using as blackmail the specter of Hitler, the
reformusts and Stalinists foisted it upon the masses,

The result of this policy now reaches fruition,

RESULTS OF PEOPLE'S FRONTISM

Instead of wwiting the workers and peasants in one solid
front, it has divided them along national and racial lines,

Instead of stceling them and arming them to resist as an
ependent force, allied with their class brothers throughout
Ed'ﬁp@ == including -most: -q’.s-pt{mi-lj.r the- workers of, Germany,
who would have been fired to resistance and revolt by the example
across the border — instead of this, it has hamsteung the work-
ers and peasants by turning them over to the tender mercies of
the Crech bnur_gﬂ:risig and through it to French and British im-
perialism.

French and British imperialism are now spl:alscing in no un-
certain voice, once again demonstrating the real meaning of their
“love of democracy”, once again showing that “collective security”
15 designed to secure.

All debates over "plebiscites,” “self-determination,” and the
rést are 30 much tommyrot, thrown up by the buurgcu[s ideq-

- Jogists and diplomatists to obscure still further the class lines.

A plfh:is-:.'im under the current circumstances is shnpl}r One
alternative imperialist device for the possible temporary liquida-
tion of a knotty imperialist problem.

WHAT THIS WAR WOULD BE
Far more vicious and treacherous tommyrot is the slogan of
a Holy War “to save Czechoslovakia®™, "to preserve democracy™.
Any war fought over Czechoslovakia would be at once trans.

_formed into a general imperialist war.

Its issue would be not at all the farce of capitalist democracy
—which would disappear overnight in-all warcing countries, as
it is being rapidly done away with in most of them (including
Czechoslpvakia) just by the threat of the war,

Its issue¢ would be the preservation of the spoils and plun-
der of Freach and British imperialism against the needs and
threat of German imperialism.

The masses have no stake in such a war — except to fight
with all their class strength agaivst it, on both sides, in every
capitalist nation,

WHO WILL STOP HITLERISM?

Our war is the class war of the workers and peasants against
their exploiters, against the whole system of exploitation.

Hitler, Hitlerism, the most terrible scourge of mankind, now
ascendant, now throwing its black shadow over the whole con-
tinent of Europe, must be stopped if humanity is to survive,

. But only the revoluticnary workers of Europe can stop Hitler
and Hitlerism.

The task of the workers cannot be carried out by French and
British and U. 5. imperialism. To rely on, to support the “de-
mocratic imperialisms” means to make certain the triwmph not of

" Hitler perlmp; but with absolute certainly of Hitlerism, of fascism;
_ throughout the world.

Once again this is proved, this time by Czechoslovakia, The

People's Front, abandonment of the class struggle, national unity, .

support of the democratic Czechoslovakian nation, has today led
directly to: the triuvmph of Hitler,
Thus we see the literal truth of what was pointed out by

_the revolutionists: The Peaple's Fromt paves the way for fascism.

The onmly struggle against fascism, in Crechoslovakia, in
- France, in Great Britain, in Germany, in the United States | . |
is the class struggle for workers' power, I'ur the world socialist
revolution.

DEFEAT HITLER BY SMASHING CAPITALISM!

AGAINST THE PEOPLE'S FRONT OF LIES AND
BETRAYAL'

AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST WAR AND THE WAR
MOMNGERS!

THE MAIN ENEMY IS IN OUR OWN COUNTRY!

FOR THE UNITED FRONT OF WORKERS, PEASANTS,
ERS, TOILERS OF ALL NATIONS!

R THE SOCIALIST UNITED STATES OF EUROPE!
R BHE WORLD SOCIALIST REVOLUTION !

[ Chicago trucks from U-maha.
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Truck Drivers Tie Up

RANK AND FILE
LEADERS BACKED
BY MEMBERSHIP,

Huge Meeting Balks
Strikebreaking
Attempts

BULLETIN

NEW YORH, Wednesday
morning, Sept. 21.—As we go to
priss it 1s annoonced that Act-
ing Moayor Wewhold Morrls,
wilth the wired approval of the
Mayor from Los Angeles hos
glven tha truck drivers an “ul-
timatum” to end the strilee In
twenty-four hours,

Mo such ultimatum has been 1z-
sited to the Merchant Truckmen's
Bureau and the Highway Trans-
port Associntion, the bosses’ or-
ganizations, to stop thelr horse-
pluy and recognize the strikera’
representatives for the purpose of
realiastic negotiations. In fact, the
Acting Mayor's actlon appears to
be the direct result of pressure
from the trucking bosaea and
gther employers’ preéssulre groups.

The latier have been moving
henven and enrcth to defeat the
just strike of the drivers. The
Publishers Association has an-

Seq Edltorial: “A Bona Filde
Strike’ on page four,

nownced thati it iz sending a del-
egation to Clty Hall toe protest
agrinst the limiting of newsprint
shipments. Cloak trade asaccla-
tions have protested 1o Pollee
Commissioner Lowis J. Valentine
against “unwarrsnted interfer-
ence” with deliveries. A certain
John Block, placarded in the
press 288 & “veteran resident bagy-
o 18 gquoted ak ralsing the alarm
that * if something I8 not done
quitkly . ., . much frade will be
diverted o other cities (Cleve-
land, 8t. Louis and Chicngod.”

Furthermore, the Newspapers re-
part that “S0ME PRODUCERS
{(NOTABLY IN THE SHOP
AND TEXTILE INDUSTEIES)
WERE USING RAILWAY EX-
PRESS AGENCY SERVICE.
The strike commiiios Iz aware nfj
this danger and ls attempiing to:
tlg up the American Rabllway HEx-
press, So far, legal eomplications

{Continued on page 21

OMAHA DRIVERS
HALT TRUCKING

New Sei—up_ Ties Up]
Trucks Over
Vast Area

OMAHA, Nebh, — The powerful
Morth Centrml Ares drivers moves
ment swung thelr newly estab-
lished sirike machinery into me-
tion lasat week in the firet major
teat of strength sines the sign-
ing of the 11-gtate pact twa
wieks ago, and Ompha trucking
companies found thelr eguipment
tied up throughout the wvast area.

At terminala from Denver fo

stood tdle as the Permanent Area.q
Cammittes smoothly eoordinated:
the strile that extended far be-
yand the eity lmites of Omaha,
where both elty and over-the-road
gperators joined In an attempt to
amash the Leamsters” ynlon and
avoid tho contract designed to
place mll trucking operations un-
der union conditions and wages.
Fresent Agrecment

When General Drivers Local
b of Omaha presented operat-
ors of this city with the conlract
recently negotiated with repre-
santatives of the majority of op-
erators in the Naorth Central
Area, the union threatened strike
action unless the pact was slgned
within 48 houres Agreements
were Lo cover hoth owver-the-road
and eity lrucking.

Fearing that some of the inde-
pendent companies would sign up,
the MNebraska Commercial Truck-
ers Assoclation called s lockout
before the explration of the 48-
hour period. Supporting this plan
to break Loctal 554 ate employers
and financiers who have long

(Continued on page 2)
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DIPLOMATS TALK TDD&Y {:UHH TOMORROW

Pena Challenged On Trial
Of . Spanish Revolutionists

Socialist. Workers Party Letter Demands
Elanr Statement From Minister
of ‘Justice’

During a press conference at the Hotel Pennsylvania on Sep-
tember 20, a delegation from the American Fund for Political Pris-
oners and Refugees questioned Gonzales Pena, Spanish Minister of
Justice, on the fate of the revolutionary political prisoners in Spain,

BRIDGES ACCEPTS
CHANGES IN PACT

Modifications May
Mean Compulsory
Arbitration
BAN B"li&[:;;ﬂlsﬁﬂ.—&gmmnt
batween representotives of watar-
front employers mod longshore-
men on “‘amendments and ¢larkl-
cationg” to the pact due for re-
newnl Bept. 30 eased temslon In
ithe West Coast labor movement,
The changes in the contract will
be submiited to the memberahip
of the Intérnational Longahote-

1 men and Warehousemen's Unien

in & coastwize referendum,
Dreclaving  thelr willingness to
micepl  similar modifleatione in
agreaments with the waréchouse
aperators, LLAWALL officinls nre
presalng for an end to the leck-
out that has closed 121 major

woarchouses In this arca, Waber-,
front employvers hailed the modi-.
feations ne “eliminating ‘gquickis’

girikes and other stoppeges of
work,”™

Muiss Pleksting Curbed

Pichat lines nre belng main-
tained in the strile of the retoedl
clorks agalnst 27 department
stores, but the militant mass
pleketing that marked the fArat
days of the strike bas bean
curbred by the strike leadership.
Offera of other unlons, notably
the maritime groups, o supply
additional plckets have been re-
fused, except as  rellef
during the night.

Senlority i the only Jdemand

atanding in the way of agreement

with the employers and the un-
fon has glven up demands for a
closed shop and the 35-hour week.
In addition to the attempls of the
meayol and variows other "citizens
commitiees” to intervene in the
negotiations, Willlam Green has
sent his personal vepresentative,
Meyer Lewls, to bring “industrial
peace™ to Ban Franciseo, This

Lewis has & notorvious record of

gell-guts, and was once sent o

Minneapolis to break up the pow-

erful teamsters' unfon ihere,

Whila complete details of the
changes in the longshoremen's

agreement were not made Known,
conniderable fear ls axpressed

that the new ngrésment will ad-

verzely affect the waterfront un-?

(Continued on page 3)
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¥ Asked by George Movack, Soc-

retary of the American PFund,
why he had not answered the
telegram sent to him upon hia
arrival in this epuntry on August
23, signed by John Dewey, John
Chambarlain, Carle Tresce and
others, ‘he askhed Movack a gques-
tion ingtead. "D you Enow of
any government that is obliged to
angwer all the communications It
recelves? NMNovack replied that
the signers of the telegram were
among the frst to rally to the
defense of the Spanish workers
in their fight aguinst fnselsm and
that John Dewey, for example,
wis Chalrman of the first great
mass meeting held in New York
at Madlson Square Garden on
their behalf and thereby deserved
a reply.

He stated jn regard (o the lead-
erg of the POUM that the trial
had been postponed by reguest of
their counsel in order o study
the Indictment and that he per-
ponally had agreed that they
could postpone It for as long as
they found necessary. He sald
that they had already beem al-
lowed their own, independent
counsel and that the trial, when
neld, would be open He sald
nothing about permitting an in-
ternutionnl commiasion to be pre-

(Contlnued on page 3)

'TREASON  TRIAL'

DELAYED AGAIN

BY GOVERNMENT

Sentence of Death
Asked for Three
Militants

FPARIS — The Spanish Layallst
progecutor in Barcelona has ask-
cd the Speclal Tribunal on Hs-
plonage and High Treason for the
penalty af death to be imposed
upsn three leading Bpanlah Bol-
shevik-Leninists, Manuel Fernan-
dez Grandizo Mupis, Adelfo Carl-
ini, and Jaime Fernadez Rodrige
uwez, whe have besn held for
months In priscn at the Loyalist
capltal,

The thres militants were Lo be
irled along with the leaders of
the outlawed P, O, U, M. on Aug-
ust 20, according to an offlelal
announcemoent of the Minlstry of
Justlee, But this trial never ma-
terialized.

FPostponed “Indefinitely™

{Other reports received i this
country said the trial would open
on Sept. 14, but there has been
e announcement of it in the
press. )

A dizpalich from Baréelonn on
Aug. 27, sald that the triel of the
Bolshevik-Leninist and P, O. 10
M., militants had been “postponed
alneg die” The same report sald
that the prosecution was asking
the death sentence only for the

(Continued on page )

Auto Strike Is Menaced by
Ruse of Union Jobholder

Police Attack Pickets After McCord
Workers Repel Attempt to Force
Return to Work

to sell it down the river.
l After
ment accorded fo the strike, Lo-
ren Houser, TLAW, Reglonal DM-
rector for Detrait, wenl over the
heads of the regularcly elected of-

committes and
and signeéd a temporary truce
which specifled that the workers
would return te thelr jobs while
negotiationsa with the manage-
ment proceeded. The flest indica-
tlon that sirlkers heard of this
truce agreement woas in o wire
| received by President M. J. Mos-

Aelals of Loeal 210, its bargaining |
its membership|

the most frivilous treat-%

[

DETROIT, Sept. 20.—The strike at the McCord Radiator plant
here and in Wyandotte continues into its seventh week despite

strong-arm methods used against it by police, and deliberate attempts
on the part of reactionary officials of the United Automobile Warkers

kun from Houser after It had al-
ready been slgned,
Plcket Line Grows

But Local 210 wes not to bae
rallroaded back to work by =
typical bursaucratic ruse which
Mr. Iouser undoubtedly learned
in the séhool of the old line AF.
of L. labor skates. The next mor-
ning the workers appeared on the
plcket lines in prester numbers
than ever before and nobody re-
turned’ to the plants. Statements
were isgued o the press denounc-

(Contlnued on page 2)

Post-War

AN WARON SOVIETS

New York City

European

~ Lineup Shattered

Collective Security Is

Interred at Berchtes-

gaden: Anti-Soviet Four-Power
Pact Is Next Aim

WIN TEMPORARY RESPITE

began when Hitler marched into
tered a new phase this week.

of power is being rapidly created
cvery effort to create a four-pow

Union.
In the ticklish game of bluff

the bourgeois world was treated
Chamberlain  flew back

terms,

Sudeten areas of Czechoslovakia.
added a proposal for an internat

REFERENDUM IN
PAINTERS D. C. 9
DEFEATS $5 TAX

Administration Plan
Rejected by
Ranks

NEW YORK. — Giving poainted
notice to all and sundry that they
will not stand for any morg pan-
handling schemes to provide aofi
hobs for do-nothing chalr-warmin-

era in the District Councll offiee
while thousands of palnters are
unemployed and more thousands
arg subjected o EVEr Worse oon-
ditions on thelr jobs, the rank
and fle of I C 8 declaively de-
femted a proposal for a §6 tax
proposed by the Stalinist admin-
istratlon of the New York Palnt-
ors Unien in a referendum con-
cluded Ilnst woek, The vole con-
silluted a rout for President
Laoyis Welnstock and hia hench-
midn, |

A full tabulation of the votes!
showsa the followng results: Local
Union Neo, 51 defeated the pro-
posal by 292 to 141; L. 17, No., 261
by 2867 Lo 181; L. W1, 454, by 68 to
45; Lo T, 802 by @D to 0; L. T8 848,
1ET to 152; L. Ul 874 by 306 o 20
L. UL 892, by 151 vo 110; L, U. 1011,
| by 389 bo 202,

Fear Own Locals

In Loeal 490 the Stallnists re-
ceived a majority of 55 to 11 for
thelr proposal: in Loeal S05—the
Communist Party stronghold in
the union—the opposition showed:
unprecedented strangth, the votel
being 280 in favor and 140 agalnst.’
In Local 442, where Welhstock|
controla the adrnlnletrmtmn o
vole was taken at all on the
grounds that even a complete vote
of the membership for the pro-

The process of liquidating the system of post-war alliances that

the. Rhineland two years ago en-

Rather than go through with an jmmediate war — with its in-
evitable revolutionary upheavals -
cepted Germany's territorial demands on Czechoslovakia.

Whether even this will avert conflict for any appreciable period
is highly doubtful. It does mean, however, that'a brand new balance

~ Great Britain and France ac-

in Europe. All of Central Europe

passes under the demination of Germany. Britain will now exert

er understanding uniting Britain,

France, Germany, and Btaly at the ultimate exponse of the Soviet

that both sides played during the

past two weeks, involving mobilization of more than 2,000,000 men
on both sides of the Rhine, Germany won hands down., When a
German invasion of Czechoslovakia seemed only a matter of hours,

to the startling spectacle of a

British Prome Mmister taking hat in hand and flying off to the
Bavarian villa of the German Fuebrer and begging him to.acgept a
deal rather than precipitate a war right now. Hitler dictated his own

with them to London. Premier

Daladier anfd Foreign Minister Bonnet of France scurried across
the channel and after an all-day parley accepted all of Hitler's princ-
ipal demands, including the outright cession to the Reich of the

To sweeten the sour pill, they
onal “guaranty” of what will re-

main of Czechoslovakia after the eperation has been carried out.
# The fundamental

interest of
Freonch and Eritish capitalism —
the necesaily for self-preservation

required depriving the Czech
bourgeolsie of Its right o explolt
the wvarious national minorities
sandwiched Into the monstrous
abortion of a state created by the
Versallles treaty. It required giv-
ing up the strategic advaniages
which were the pricipal reasen
for the ereation of Czechoslovalkin
in the first place. This will now
be done. If this mernt the cynical
disregard of pacis and pledges,
this should surprise ng ong, Buch
eyniciam is part and parcel of the

methods of  internasonal boss
politics,
Those whoe find themselves

clutched by feelings of indigna-
tion over the fate of “poor MHitle
Crechoslovakin” (remember “poor
little Belgium"?) have & losaon to
learn in the monsures tekoen by
the Czech bourgeolsle in anticipa-
tlon of & war with Germany, Be-
aldea military mobilization, the
Czech government -— symbol for
the liberal and Stallnist support-
era of “collective security” of “de-
mocracy"” — decresd the Immedi-
ate and drastic suspension of all
democratic rights.

Democraey ot Work

A rigld censership was clamp-
ed down on the entlre press
and upen all mesaages amnd
mall, Tha rlght of free-assemb
ly was suspended. Arrests and
aenrohes without warrants
were  authorized, In other
wards Czech “democraey™ waa
transformed by a fow govern-
ment decrees Into o perfect li-
the Imltatlon of a Fascist re-
glme. That Is precisely what
will happen In all the “demsmo- -
cratie’” states when war comesa
—and probably, as in this case,
long boforsa aetual hostilities

hegin,

In extremeaa, the Czech bourge-
olale appealad to Its other ally In
the late lamented system of “cpl-

position ¢ould not change the re-,
sult, The Stalinlsts there not only)
admitted defeat but were afrald)
to inerease the already huge total:
ngalnst theilr propositien by sub-
mitting it to & vote,

The progressives thus defeated
the adminisiration messure by a
popular majority of H08—with one
lpeal not voting —In & total of
3187 wvolea cast. Thelr vietory Is
all the more impreasive when com-
pared with the results of the
elections lnst June (see Soclallst
Appeal of last week).

Ipetive  security,” — tho Soviet
Union, Bub there foo it met a

stone wall, The Kremlin would Tea -

pleased Lo sén Britain and France
clagh at last with Hitler but afl
its caloulations to that end hawve,
for the time belng at [east, besn
upset. Having taken up the game
of inter-imperialist politios, the
Kremlin follows all the rules, Tha
Bovlet Union now etands terribly
lgolated, and at the merey of
every veering wave In the dizzy
plunge of Eucope to ward war, Qut

(Continued on pags 3)

.'-'..'1I-. AL L
Ei - i3 o L e -




